
politics and prose cafe
politics and prose cafe is a unique cultural hub that combines the charm of an
independent bookstore with the inviting atmosphere of a café. Located in Washington,
D.C., this establishment serves as a gathering place for book lovers, intellectuals, and
community members who appreciate thoughtful dialogue and literary exploration. This
article delves into the multifaceted nature of Politics and Prose Cafe, exploring its history,
cultural significance, offerings, events, and community impact. By understanding the role
it plays in fostering literary culture and civic engagement, readers can appreciate why
Politics and Prose Cafe has become a beloved institution in the city. The following sections
will guide you through the origins, services, community involvement, and future prospects
of this vibrant venue.

History and Background of Politics and Prose Cafe

Unique Features and Offerings

Events and Programming at Politics and Prose Cafe

Community Engagement and Cultural Impact

Visiting Politics and Prose Cafe: Tips and Recommendations

History and Background of Politics and Prose
Cafe

Founding and Evolution
Politics and Prose Cafe originated from the well-known independent bookstore Politics and
Prose, founded in 1984 by Carla Cohen and Barbara Meade. The bookstore quickly
became a staple in Washington, D.C., renowned for its curated selection of books and
commitment to intellectual discourse. The addition of the café transformed the space into
a more versatile environment where visitors can enjoy food and drink while engaging with
literature. This combination of bookshop and café has allowed Politics and Prose Cafe to
evolve into a dynamic cultural landmark.

Location and Accessibility
Situated in the vibrant neighborhood of Chevy Chase, Washington, D.C., Politics and Prose
Cafe is easily accessible by public transit and serves as a welcoming destination for locals
and tourists alike. Its strategic location enhances its role as a community hub, attracting a
diverse clientele interested in books, conversation, and social interaction. The café’s



design encourages a comfortable ambiance, blending casual dining with literary
appreciation.

Unique Features and Offerings

Bookstore Café Hybrid
One of the defining features of Politics and Prose Cafe is its hybrid nature, seamlessly
integrating a bookstore with a full-service café. Patrons can browse an extensive collection
of books spanning various genres while enjoying freshly brewed coffee, teas, and an
assortment of pastries and light meals. This dual concept promotes extended visits and
fosters a relaxed atmosphere conducive to reading and reflection.

Culinary Selection
The café offers a thoughtfully curated menu that caters to diverse tastes and dietary
preferences. From artisan coffee blends to freshly baked goods, the culinary offerings
complement the intellectual environment. The menu often includes:

Specialty coffee and espresso drinks

Organic teas and herbal infusions

Freshly made sandwiches and salads

Pastries, muffins, and gluten-free options

Seasonal specials and locally sourced ingredients

Events and Programming at Politics and Prose
Cafe

Author Readings and Book Signings
Politics and Prose Cafe is well-known for hosting a variety of events that bring authors and
readers together. Author readings, book signings, and discussions are regularly
scheduled, featuring both emerging writers and established literary figures. These events
provide an intimate setting for literary engagement and foster direct interaction between
creators and their audiences.



Community Workshops and Lectures
Beyond book-centric events, the café also facilitates workshops, lectures, and panels on
topics ranging from politics and social justice to art and culture. These programs enhance
the café’s mission to serve as a forum for thoughtful conversation and civic engagement.
Attendees benefit from expert insights and opportunities to participate in meaningful
dialogue.

Community Engagement and Cultural Impact

Supporting Local Authors and Artists
Politics and Prose Cafe actively supports the local creative community by featuring works
from local authors and artists. This endorsement helps promote regional talent and
enriches the cultural fabric of Washington, D.C. The café often collaborates with local
organizations to spotlight diverse voices and perspectives.

Educational Initiatives
The café participates in educational outreach programs designed to encourage literacy
and lifelong learning. These initiatives include partnerships with schools, libraries, and
community groups to offer reading programs, writing workshops, and youth events. The
commitment to education underscores the café’s broader societal role beyond commerce.

Visiting Politics and Prose Cafe: Tips and
Recommendations

Best Times to Visit
To maximize the experience at Politics and Prose Cafe, visitors may consider timing their
visits around special events or quieter hours. Weekday mornings and early afternoons
tend to be less crowded, offering a peaceful environment for reading and study. Event
nights, while busier, provide lively cultural experiences.

Membership and Loyalty Programs
The café offers membership and loyalty programs that reward frequent visitors with
discounts, early access to events, and exclusive offers. These programs encourage a
sustained relationship between the establishment and its patrons, fostering a sense of
community and belonging.



Accessibility and Amenities
Politics and Prose Cafe is committed to accessibility, providing accommodations for
visitors with disabilities. Amenities include free Wi-Fi, comfortable seating arrangements,
and quiet zones for studying or working. These features make the café a versatile venue
suitable for a range of activities beyond just dining and book browsing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Politics and Prose Cafe?
Politics and Prose Cafe is a popular independent bookstore and cafe located in
Washington, D.C., known for its wide selection of books, author events, and a cozy cafe
space.

Does Politics and Prose Cafe host author events?
Yes, Politics and Prose Cafe regularly hosts author readings, book signings, and
discussions, attracting notable writers and fostering a vibrant literary community.

Can I buy books online from Politics and Prose Cafe?
Yes, Politics and Prose offers an online store where customers can purchase books and
sometimes merchandise, supporting the bookstore even if they cannot visit in person.

What kind of food and drinks are available at Politics
and Prose Cafe?
The cafe at Politics and Prose serves a variety of coffee drinks, teas, pastries, sandwiches,
and light fare, providing a comfortable place to read or work.

Is Politics and Prose Cafe involved in any community or
political activism?
Politics and Prose is known for its engagement with social and political issues through its
curated book selections, events, and support of progressive causes.

How has Politics and Prose Cafe adapted during the
COVID-19 pandemic?
During the COVID-19 pandemic, Politics and Prose Cafe shifted to online events, offered
curbside pickup and delivery for books, and implemented safety measures in the cafe to
protect customers and staff.



Additional Resources
1. The Politics of Prose: Narrative Power in Political Discourse
This book explores how political narratives are crafted and disseminated through prose. It
delves into the rhetorical strategies politicians use to persuade and mobilize audiences.
The author analyzes speeches, manifestos, and political essays to reveal the power of
storytelling in shaping public opinion.

2. Café Conversations: Politics and Prose in Urban Coffeehouses
Examining the historical role of cafes as hubs for political discussion, this book highlights
how prose and dialogue intertwine in these social spaces. It traces the evolution of
political thought fostered in cafes from the Enlightenment to modern times. Readers gain
insight into how informal settings influence serious political debates.

3. Ink and Ideology: The Role of Prose in Political Movements
This volume investigates how written prose has fueled political movements across the
globe. From pamphlets to manifestos, it showcases the written word as a tool for activism
and change. The book also discusses the impact of literary style on the effectiveness of
political messages.

4. Prose Power: Crafting Political Narratives for Change
Focusing on the art of political storytelling, this book offers guidance on writing prose that
inspires action. It combines theory with practical examples to demonstrate how language
can shape political realities. Ideal for activists, writers, and students of political
communication.

5. The Café as a Political Stage: Prose and Protest
This book highlights the café’s role as a backdrop for political protest and intellectual
exchange. It chronicles key moments where prose and politics intersected within these
intimate settings. The author includes personal stories and historical accounts to bring
these scenes to life.

6. Politics in Prose: Essays on Power and Persuasion
A collection of essays analyzing the intersection of political power and literary prose.
Topics include propaganda, political memoirs, and the language of diplomacy. The book
offers a multidisciplinary approach, appealing to scholars of politics, literature, and
communication.

7. Brewing Ideas: Political Thought and Prose in Coffeehouse Culture
This book examines how coffeehouses have nurtured political philosophy through the
exchange of prose and ideas. It covers notable intellectuals who frequented these spaces
and the writings they produced. Readers will appreciate the connection between
environment, prose, and political innovation.

8. The Language of Resistance: Prose and Politics in Social Movements
Focusing on social movements, this book explores how prose has been used to challenge
authority and inspire solidarity. It includes case studies from various countries and time
periods. The analysis reveals the crucial role of language in sustaining and spreading
resistance.

9. From Pen to Protest: The Prose of Political Change in Café Culture



This work investigates the symbiotic relationship between prose writing and protest
activities within café settings. It highlights how these spaces serve as incubators for
revolutionary ideas and political literature. The author combines historical research with
contemporary examples to illustrate ongoing trends.

Politics And Prose Cafe
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  politics and prose cafe: Washington, D.C. 2008 Plus Mount Vernon, Alexandria & Annapolis
Amy B. Wang, Matthew Lombardi, Erica Duecy, Mary Beth Bohman, 2007 Explores the monuments
and museums and offers information on Washington's history, attractions, parks, and gardens as
well as practical tips on accommodations, restaurants, nightlife, and shopping
  politics and prose cafe: Fodor's 2010 Washington, D.C. Fodor's, 2009-10 Explores the
monuments and museums and offers information on Washington's history, attractions, parks, and
gardens as well as practical tips on accommodations, restaurants, nightlife, and shopping
  politics and prose cafe: Washington D.C. John Thompson, 2022-09-13T00:00:00+02:00
Discover the best of the nation's capital in this trusty travel guide to Washington, D.C. treasures
including itineraries for visiting hidden gems, iconic monuments, and world-renowned museums.
National Geographic Traveler Washington, D.C. is a window onto the innumerable treasures of the
United States capital and a must-use guide for every visitor. With an introduction on the lifestyle and
history of the institutions of the United States, as well as its modern culture, this is an
all-you-need-to-know resource about one of the most iconic cities in the world. Throughout, find
detailed information about the city's main attractions, including the Capitol, the White House, and
the National Mall with its wealth of monuments and museums. Packed with ideas for well-known and
beloved destinations as well as hidden gems and locals-only hot spots, this guide provides everything
you need to create an itinerary that includes: A legendary walking tour of Georgetown, President's
Park and the White House area, Dumbarton Oaks and its splendid gardens, The best times to visit
the popular selection of 17 Smithsonian museums, Bustling Eastern Market with new top-tier
restaurants, Popular weekend brunch spots, Cedar Hill, the former residence of Frederick Douglass,
And so much more! In this fully updated edition, you'll also find walks that will help you learn about
each area of D.C., and a myriad of cultural wealth including museums, galleries, theaters, and even
the famous Library of Congress, home to the largest international collection of books and documents
in the world. Based on personal and professional experience, the photographers and travel experts
at National Geographic provide in-depth descriptions of the city's best attractions, as well as all the
information you need to get the most out of your visit to each of them.
  politics and prose cafe: Lonely Planet Washington, DC Karla Zimmerman, Virginia Maxwell,
2023-04 Inside Lonely Planet's Washington, DC Travel Guide: What's NEW in this edition?
Up-to-date information - all businesses were rechecked before publication to ensure they are still
open after 2020's COVID-19 outbreak Highlightsand itineraries help you tailor your trip to your
personal needs and interests Eating & drinking in Washington, DC - we reveal the dishes and drinks
you have to try Color maps and images throughout Insider tips to save time and money and get
around like a local, avoiding crowds and trouble spots Honest reviews for all budgets - eating,
sleeping, sightseeing, going out, shopping, hidden gems that most guidebooks miss Cultural insights
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give you a richer, more rewarding travel experience - history, people, music, landscapes, wildlife,
politics Over31 maps Covers Upper Northwest DC, Georgetown, Adams Morgan, Dupont Circle,
Kalorama, Downtown DC, Penn Quarter, the White House Area, Foggy Bottom, the National Mall,
Capitol Hill, Logan Circle, U Street, Columbia Heights, Northern Virginia and more. The Perfect
Choice: Lonely Planet's Washington, DC, our most comprehensive guide to Washington, DC, is
perfect for both exploring top sights and taking roads less travelled. Visiting Washington, DC for a
week or less? Lonely Planet's Pocket Washington, DC guide is a handy-sized guide focused on the
city's can't-miss experiences. Looking for more extensive coverage? Check out Lonely Planet's USA
guide for a comprehensive look at all the country has to offer. eBook Features: (Best viewed on
tablet devices and smartphones) Downloadable PDF and offline maps prevent roaming and data
charges Effortlessly navigate and jump between maps and reviews Add notes to personalize your
guidebook experience Seamlessly flip between pages Bookmarksand speedy search capabilities get
you to key pages in a flash Embedded links to recommendations' websites Zoom-in maps and images
Built-in dictionary for quick referencing About Lonely Planet: Lonely Planet is a leading travel media
company, providing both inspiring and trustworthy information for every kind of traveler since 1973.
Over the past four decades, we've printed over 145 million guidebooks and phrasebooks for 120
languages, and grown a dedicated, passionate global community of travelers. You'll also find our
content online, and in mobile apps, videos, 14 languages, armchair and lifestyle books, ebooks, and
more, enabling you to explore every day. 'Lonely Planet guides are, quite simply, like no other.' �
New York Times 'Lonely Planet. It's on everyone's bookshelves; it's in every traveler's hands. It's on
mobile phones. It's on the Internet. It's everywhere, and it's telling entire generations of people how
to travel the world.' � Fairfax Media (Australia)
  politics and prose cafe: Fodor's 2009 Washington, D.C. Salwa Jabado, 2008 Explores the
monuments and museums and offers information on Washington's history, attractions, parks, and
gardens as well as practical tips on accommodations, restaurants, nightlife, and shopping
  politics and prose cafe: Lonely Planet Washington, DC Lonely Planet, Karla Zimmerman,
Amy C Balfour, Virginia Maxwell, 2018-11-01 Lonely Planet: The world's leading travel guide
publisher Lonely Planet's Washington DC is your passport to the most relevant, up-to-date advice on
what to see and skip, and what hidden discoveries await you. Climb the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial to feel the grand sweep of history; explore space, dinosaurs, art and the history of the
nation in the Smithsonian museums; and grab a half-smoke at legendary Ben's Chili Bowl. All with
your trusted travel companion. Get to the heart of Washington DC and begin your journey now!
Inside Lonely Planet's Washington DC: Full colour maps and images throughout Highlights and
itineraries help you tailor your trip to your personal needs and interests Insider tips to save time and
money and get around like a local, avoiding crowds and trouble spots Essential info at your
fingertips - hours of operation, phone numbers, websites, transit tips, prices Honest reviews for all
budgets - eating, sleeping, sightseeing, going out, shopping, hidden gems that most guidebooks miss
Cultural insights provide a richer, more rewarding travel experience - covering history, people,
music, landscapes, wildlife, cuisine, politics Covers National Mall, White House Area, Foggy Bottom,
Georgetown, Capitol Hill, Southeast DC, Downtown, Penn Quarter, Dupont Circle, Kalorama, Adams
Morgan, U Street, Columbia Heights, Upper Northwest DC, Northern Virginia The Perfect Choice:
Lonely Planet's Washington DC is our most comprehensive guide to Washington DC, and is perfect
for discovering both popular and offbeat experiences. Looking for more extensive coverage? Check
out Lonely Planet's USA for an in-depth look at all the country has to offer. About Lonely Planet:
Lonely Planet is a leading travel media company and the world's number one travel guidebook
brand, providing both inspiring and trustworthy information for every kind of traveler since 1973.
Over the past four decades, we've printed over 145 million guidebooks and grown a dedicated,
passionate global community of travelers. You'll also find our content online, and in mobile apps,
video, 14 languages, nine international magazines, armchair and lifestyle books, ebooks, and more.
'Lonely Planet guides are, quite simply, like no other.' - New York Times 'Lonely Planet. It's on
everyone's bookshelves, it's in every traveler's hands. It's on mobile phones. It's on the Internet. It's



everywhere, and it's telling entire generations of people how to travel the world.' - Fairfax Media
(Australia) eBook Features: (Best viewed on tablet devices and smartphones) Downloadable PDF and
offline maps prevent roaming and data charges Effortlessly navigate and jump between maps and
reviews Add notes to personalise your guidebook experience Seamlessly flip between pages
Bookmarks and speedy search capabilities get you to key pages in a flash Embedded links to
recommendations' websites Zoom-in maps and images Inbuilt dictionary for quick referencing
Important Notice: The digital edition of this book may not contain all of the images found in the
physical edition.
  politics and prose cafe: 60 Hikes Within 60 Miles Paul Elliott, 2011-05-14 Remarkable hiking
opportunities are available year-round in the Washington metro area, not just in suburbia but also in
the city itself. The new edition of 60 Hikes within 60 Miles; Washington, D.C. delivers 13 new hikes,
most in rarely-if-ever-used or newly created hiking locations such as Paluxent Research Refuge,
Henson Creek Trail, and Woodstock Equestrian Park. Detailed trail maps and clear directions to
trailheads familiarize hikers with their chosen destinations. This guide is perfect for those wanting
to get out and get some exercise hiking and also explore the area. This book is perfect for beginners
and avid hikers alike. Whether you just want a short hike to do with the kids or a long trek, this book
is for you. Each profile gives specific data to help you choose the right hike for you. The book fits
easily in your pack for easy access along the trail. Grab a copy today and get out in the great
outdoors.
  politics and prose cafe: Washington, D.C. , 2007
  politics and prose cafe: The Community and the Social Worker Phillip Fellin, 2001 This
text is intended to contribute to an understanding of human behavior in the social environment by
providing social work students with an introduction to American communities. The primary focus is
on local communities of place. Attention is also given to the communities of interest and
identification that are intertwined with geographic communities. Ecological systems and social
systems perspectives serve as conceptual and practical frameworks for examining the multiple
communities in which people have membership, social identity, and social interaction. This edition
begins with an exposition of the societal context of communities. American society is recognized as
part of a global community and then examined as a social system, a community of communities, a
multicultural society, and a civil society. The book emphasizes the way that discrimination, economic
deprivation, and oppression affect populations at risk and demonstrates the role communities play in
the pursuit of individual and collective social and economic justice.
  politics and prose cafe: Fodor's Washington, D. C. 2000 Fodor's Travel Publications, Inc. Staff,
1999 Explores the monuments and museums and offers information on Washington's history,
attractions, parks, and gardens as well as practical tips on accommodations, restaurants, nightlife,
and shopping
  politics and prose cafe: 60 Hikes Within 60 Miles: Washington, D.C. Paul Elliott,
2010-03-12 From in-town urban hikes and walks to scenic suburban forays to world-class area
wilderness hikes, Washington, D.C. offers great opportunities for nature-lovers. This book guides
locals and visitors to the wealth of possibilities here for every season, including a ridgetop trek on
Massanutten Mountain, a leisurely walk through Prince William Forest Park, and a breathtaking tour
of the 7.5-mile U.S. National Arboretum with its dwarf conifer forests, dawn redwoods, and Fern
Valley. Detailed profiles of each site help readers determine the best hike according to length, time
needed, difficulty, and scenery. The book covers special interests too -- hikes that are sure to please
children, wildlife enthusiasts, history buffs, waterfall watchers, and much more.
  politics and prose cafe: Moon Washington DC Samantha Sault, 2020-11-17 From strolling
the National Mall to hobnobbing at happy hour, get to know the nation's capital with Moon
Washington DC. Navigate the Neighborhoods: Follow one of our guided neighborhood walks through
the National Mall, Dupont Circle, U Street, and more Explore the City: Snap the perfect photo of the
Washington Monument, stand where MLK delivered his I Have a Dream speech, and visit the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National Cemetery. Walk the halls of Frederick Douglass's



home, journey through the incredible Smithsonian museums, or tour the U.S. Capitol from dome to
crypt. Paddleboat along the Potomac during cherry blossom season and shop the boutiques in
Georgetown Get a Taste of DC: Chow down on a late-night half-smoke at Ben's Chili Bowl or grab
brunch and a new book from Busboys and Poets. Dig into diverse, authentic fare from Ethiopia,
Afghanistan, the Philippines, and more, savor Michelin-starred seafood at a waterfront restaurant, or
order up a Chesapeake crab cake at a neighborhood joint Bars and Nightlife: Watch a
groundbreaking performance at the Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company, catch a live band at the
9:30 Club, or dance to a DJ set at the Black Cat. Sip scotch where former presidents once did, try a
five-course cocktail tasting menu, or kick back with a beer and fries at a quintessential DC dive bar
Local Advice: DC journalist Samantha Sault shares her love of the nation's capital Strategic, Flexible
Itineraries including the three-day best of DC, four days with kids, and day trips to Alexandria,
Annapolis and Easton, and Shenandoah National Park Tips for Travelers including where to stay and
how to navigate the Metro, plus advice for international visitors, LGBTQ+ travelers, seniors,
travelers with disabilities, and families Maps and Tools like background information on the history
and culture of DC, full-color photos, color-coded neighborhood maps, and an easy-to-read foldout
map to use on the go With Moon Washington DC's practical tips and local insight, you can
experience the best of the city. Expanding your trip? Check out Moon Virginia & Maryland. Visiting
more of America's cities? Try Moon Boston or Moon New York City.
  politics and prose cafe: National Geographic Traveler: Washington, DC John Milliken
Thompson, 2011 Off-the-beaten-path excursions, insider tips, not-to-be-missed lists, authentic
experiences--Cover.
  politics and prose cafe: The Rough Guide to Washington DC Jules Brown, 2005 The Rough
Guide to Washington DC is the most comprehensive handbook to the US capital. The guide includes
a 16pp full-colour introduction to the the city''s highlights, from the Washington Monument and the
White House to the seafood of Chesapeake Bay and panda bears of the National Zoological Park. The
authors give expert description''s of Washington''s incomparable museums and showcase
architecture, from the Lincoln Memorial and the Supreme Court. There are critical reviews of
restaurants and hotels for every budget, as well as the lowdown on the best bars, clubs, shops and
music venues. The author has been a regular visitor to Washington DC for many years and gives the
lowdown on all the neighbourhoods from historic Georgetown to trendy Adams-Morgan, plus topical
angles on history, politics and city development. Full-colour maps give coverage of every region of
the city.
  politics and prose cafe: The Little Black Book of Washington, DC Harriet Edleson, 2007 Make
your way around the beautiful Capital City-with its monuments and government buildings, its cherry
blossoms and parks-with this indispensable pocket guide. Its user-friendly fold-out maps and insider
tips help you explore the best that Washington has to offer. Here's all you need to know about what
to see and do, and where to eat, drink, shop, and stay in this city of living history. 204 pp, book lies
flat for ease of use, 9 foldout maps, elastic band page holder, 4 1/4 x 5 3/4
  politics and prose cafe: Access Guides Richard Saul Wurman, 1996 Celebrated for their ease
of use, portability, and comprehensive information, the ever-popular ACCESS guides offer a
convenient, detailed look at the sights and attractions of locales across the globe. ACCESS
Washington, D.C. features a comprehensive guide to the nation's capital, with notes on architecture
and history, fascinating trivia, and more. Maps & line drawings.
  politics and prose cafe: The Pub, Club, and Grub Guide to Washington, D.C. Zena L. Polin,
Stephen G. Gatward, 1995
  politics and prose cafe: Let's Go Washington, D.C. 13th Edition Let's Go Inc., 2003-12 The
Resource for the Independent Traveler For over forty years Let's Go Travel Guides have brought
budget-savvy travelers closer to the world and its diverse cultures by providing the most up-to-date
information. Includes: · Entries at all price levels for lodging, food, attractions, and more · Must-have
tips for planning your trip, getting around, and staying safe · The best bars, clubs, scenes, and
events · In-depth cultural information that offers an insider's look at life in the city · Opportunities to



make a difference through study, work, and volunteering · Detailed neighborhood maps, walking
tours, and photos throughout Featuring not-to-be-missed Experiences Cultural Connections: Play
chess with the locals at Dupont Circle Inside Scoops & Hidden Deals: Applaud a free performance at
the Kennedy Center Off the Beaten Path: Cavort with the wild ponies of Chincoteague, Virginia Get
advice, read up, and book tickets at www.letsgo.com
  politics and prose cafe: Washington, D. C. Guide , 1999 From the governmental to the
monumental, this guide leads you deep into the corridors of power in the nation's capital and
cultural powerhouse. Included are a full architectural and historical briefing on the city's landmarks,
inside information on watching our government at work (and play), and surveys of Washington's
unrivaled museums and galleries, its eat-and-meet scene, and its neighborhoods and subcultures as
locals know them, as well as details on trips beyond the Beltway.
  politics and prose cafe: The Rebel Café Stephen R. Duncan, 2018-11-01 An account of how the
subterranean nightspots in 1950s New York and San Francisco became social, cultural, and political
hothouses for left-wing bohemians. The art and antics of rebellious figures in 1950s American
nightlife—from the Beat Generation to eccentric jazz musicians and comedians—have long
fascinated fans and scholars alike. In The Rebel Café, Stephen R. Duncan flips the frame, focusing
on the New York and San Francisco bars, nightclubs, and coffeehouses from which these cultural
icons emerged. Duncan shows that the sexy, smoky sites of bohemian Greenwich Village and North
Beach offered not just entertainment but doorways to a new sociopolitical consciousness. This book
is a collective biography of the places that harbored beatniks, blabbermouths, hipsters, playboys,
and partisans who altered the shape of postwar liberal politics and culture. Touching on literary
figures from Norman Mailer and Amiri Baraka to Susan Sontag as well as performers ranging from
Dave Brubeck to Maya Angelou to Lenny Bruce, The Rebel Café profiles hot spots such as the Village
Vanguard, the hungry i, the Black Cat Cafe, and the White Horse Tavern. Ultimately, the book
provides a deeper view of 1950s America, not simply as the black-and-white precursor to the
Technicolor flamboyance of the sixties but as a rich period of artistic expression and identity
formation that blended cultural production and politics. “What emerges in these pages is nothing
less than a comprehensive psycho-social geography of an underground counter-culture of black and
white jazz musicians, leftists, poets, artists, beatniks, gays and lesbians and other people of the
demi-monde.” —All About Jazz
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Just as Democrats are plotting how to win the next presidential election, Republican candidates are
too
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