politics in the bible

politics in the bible is a multifaceted subject that explores how political themes, governance, power
structures, and leadership are addressed throughout the biblical texts. The Bible, consisting of the Old
and New Testaments, provides a historical and theological framework that has influenced political
thought and systems for centuries. This article examines the intersection of religion and politics as
portrayed in the Bible, highlighting key figures, events, and principles that shape the understanding of
authority and governance. From the establishment of kingship in ancient Israel to the teachings of
Jesus on authority and submission, the Bible offers a rich context for analyzing political power and
morality. Exploring the role of prophets, kings, and early Christian communities, this discussion reveals
how biblical narratives inform contemporary debates on law, justice, and political order. The following
sections will delve into the political structures in the Old Testament, New Testament perspectives on

government, and the enduring impact of biblical politics on modern society.

Political Structures in the Old Testament

Governance and Authority in the New Testament

Key Biblical Figures and Their Political Roles

Prophetic Critiques of Political Power

Influence of Biblical Politics on Modern Governance



Political Structures in the Old Testament

The OIld Testament presents a variety of political systems that evolved over time, reflecting Israel's
transformation from a tribal confederation to a centralized monarchy. Early on, governance was largely
tribal, with leaders such as judges who acted as military and judicial authorities. As the nation
developed, the establishment of kingship marked a significant shift in political organization, introducing

hereditary rule and centralized power.

Tribal Leadership and Judges

Before the monarchy, Israel was governed by judges who exercised authority in both civil and military
matters. These leaders, such as Deborah, Gideon, and Samson, were seen as divinely appointed to
deliver Israel from oppression and maintain order. The period of the judges was characterized by

decentralized governance and frequent cycles of conflict and repentance.

The Institution of Kingship

The transition to monarchy began with Saul, the first king of Israel, followed by more prominent rulers
like David and Solomon. Kingship centralized political authority and established a dynastic system. The
Old Testament describes the king’s role as both a political leader and a servant of God, responsible

for justice, national security, and religious fidelity.

Theocracy and Divine Authority

The OIld Testament framework blends political leadership with religious authority, often described as a
theocracy. God is depicted as the ultimate sovereign, with human rulers accountable to divine law.
This intertwining of spiritual and political authority shaped Israel’s governance and legal codes,

including the covenantal laws given to Moses.



¢ Tribal confederation and decentralized leadership
* Role of judges as military and spiritual leaders

¢ Establishment and significance of the monarchy
e The king’s responsibility to uphold divine law

¢ The concept of God as the supreme ruler

Governance and Authority in the New Testament

The New Testament presents a distinct perspective on politics and authority, emphasizing spiritual
kingdom concepts and ethical teachings that often contrast with worldly power. Jesus and the apostles
addressed political authorities of their time, offering guidance on how Christians should relate to

government and legal systems.

Jesus’ Teachings on Authority

Jesus’ approach to political power was revolutionary, emphasizing humility, service, and the coming of
the Kingdom of God. He challenged conventional notions of authority and leadership, teaching that
true power is expressed through love and sacrifice rather than domination. His famous statement,
“Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,” highlights a nuanced view of the relationship

between religious duty and civic responsibility.

Apostolic Instructions on Government

The apostles, particularly Paul, encouraged Christians to respect governing authorities while focusing



on spiritual obedience to God. Passages in Romans and Timothy emphasize submission to rulers as
ordained by God to maintain order. At the same time, early Christians were called to prioritize

allegiance to Christ above all earthly powers, often facing persecution for their faith.

The Concept of the Kingdom of God

The New Testament introduces the idea of the Kingdom of God as a spiritual realm that transcends
earthly political systems. This kingdom is characterized by justice, peace, and righteousness,
contrasting with the often flawed human governments. The anticipation of this divine kingdom

influenced Christian attitudes toward political engagement and social justice.

¢ Jesus’ redefinition of power and leadership

Balancing civic duties with spiritual commitments

Respect for governmental authorities as divine instruments

The spiritual Kingdom of God as a higher political reality

Early Christian experiences with political persecution

Key Biblical Figures and Their Political Roles

Several prominent individuals in the Bible played critical roles in shaping political narratives and
exemplifying leadership qualities. Their lives and actions provide insight into the complexities of

governance and the moral challenges associated with power.



King David

David is one of the most influential political figures in biblical history, known for uniting the tribes of
Israel and establishing Jerusalem as the political and religious center. His reign is often idealized as a
model of righteous leadership, though his life also reveals the personal and political struggles involved

in wielding authority.

Prophet Samuel

Samuel served as both a spiritual leader and political figure, anointing the first kings of Israel and
guiding the nation through critical transitions. His role highlights the interplay between divine guidance

and political decision-making in biblical governance.

King Solomon

Solomon is renowned for his wisdom and for building the First Temple, symbolizing the fusion of
political power and religious devotion. His administration brought relative peace and prosperity, though

it also sowed seeds of future division due to heavy taxation and labor demands.

Caesar Augustus and Roman Authorities

The New Testament references Roman political leaders, such as Caesar Augustus, who ruled the
empire during Jesus’ birth. These figures represent the dominant political power of the era and the

context within which early Christian teachings emerged.

¢ David’s unification and leadership of Israel

e Samuel’s dual role as prophet and political guide



¢ Solomon’s reign and temple construction

¢ Roman imperial context during the New Testament

Prophetic Critiques of Political Power

Prophets in the Bible often acted as vocal critics of political leaders and social injustices, calling for
repentance and adherence to God’s laws. Their messages frequently challenged corrupt governance

and highlighted the moral responsibilities of rulers.

Isaiah’s Vision of Justice

Isaiah emphasized the necessity of righteousness and justice in leadership, condemning oppression
and exploitation. His prophecies envision a future where political power is exercised with fairness and

compassion under God’s guidance.

Jeremiah’s Warnings Against Corruption

Jeremiah confronted the moral decay of Judah’s leaders, warning of divine judgment for their failure to
uphold justice. His critiques underscore the consequences of political corruption and the importance of

accountability.

Amos on Social Justice

Amos is notable for his strong denunciations of social inequality and the mistreatment of the poor. He
challenged both the ruling elite and religious authorities to act justly and care for marginalized

communities.



» Prophetic calls for righteous leadership

¢ Condemnation of political and social corruption

e Emphasis on justice and care for the vulnerable

e Warnings of divine judgment for injustice

Influence of Biblical Politics on Modern Governance

The political ideas and principles found in the Bible have had a profound impact on the development of
modern political thought and institutions. Concepts such as justice, human dignity, and the rule of law

draw from biblical teachings and have shaped Western political traditions.

Foundations of Western Political Philosophy

Biblical narratives and ethics have informed key political philosophies, including ideas about natural
law, the role of government, and the rights of individuals. These influences are evident in documents

like the U.S. Constitution and the development of democratic governance.

Church and State Relations

The Bible’s teachings on authority and submission have contributed to ongoing debates about the
relationship between religious institutions and political power. Various interpretations have led to

differing models of church-state separation and the role of religion in public life.



Contemporary Political Discourse

Political leaders and movements frequently invoke biblical language and principles to support policy
positions and ethical arguments. The enduring relevance of politics in the Bible continues to shape

discussions on justice, human rights, and moral governance today.

Biblical ethics as a basis for legal systems

Influence on democratic ideals and human rights

Debates over religion’s role in government

Use of biblical rhetoric in modern politics

Frequently Asked Questions

What role does politics play in the Bible?

Politics in the Bible often revolves around governance, justice, leadership, and the relationship

between rulers and the people, highlighting moral and ethical guidelines for political authority.

How are kings portrayed in the Bible?

Kings in the Bible are portrayed with a range of characteristics, from righteous leaders like King David
who follow God's commands to corrupt rulers who face divine judgment, illustrating the consequences

of their political decisions.



Does the Bible endorse any particular form of government?

The Bible does not explicitly endorse a specific form of government, but it emphasizes principles such

as justice, righteousness, and servant leadership that can apply to various political systems.

What is the significance of the story of King Solomon in biblical
politics?

King Solomon’s story highlights wisdom in leadership, political alliances through marriages, and the
challenges of balancing power with spiritual obedience, reflecting complex political dynamics in biblical

times.

How does the Bible address the relationship between religion and
politics?

The Bible often intertwines religion and politics, showing that political leaders are accountable to God

and that religious laws influence governance and societal norms.

Are there examples of political rebellion or resistance in the Bible?

Yes, the Bible contains several instances of political rebellion, such as the Israelites’ resistance against

oppressive rulers and narratives like the Maccabean revolt, illustrating themes of justice and liberation.

What does the New Testament say about Christians and political
authority?

The New Testament advises Christians to respect and obey political authorities as long as such
obedience does not contradict God’s commands, emphasizing a balance between civic duty and

spiritual allegiance.



How is justice portrayed in the political context of the Bible?

Justice in the Bible’s political context is portrayed as fairness, protection of the vulnerable, and
adherence to God’s laws, serving as a foundation for rulers and societies to maintain order and

righteousness.

What lessons about leadership can modern politicians learn from the
Bible?

Modern politicians can learn about servant leadership, humility, accountability to higher moral
standards, the importance of wisdom, and the need to prioritize the common good from biblical leaders

and teachings.

Additional Resources

1. Kingdoms and Covenants: Political Power in the Old Testament

This book explores the intricate relationship between political authority and religious covenant in the
Old Testament. It examines the roles of kings, priests, and prophets within the nation of Israel and how
divine law influenced governance. Through historical and theological analysis, the author reveals how

biblical narratives shaped ancient political ideologies.

2. Caesar and Christ: The Intersection of Roman Politics and Early Christianity

Focusing on the New Testament era, this work investigates the complex dynamics between the
emerging Christian movement and the Roman political system. It discusses how Jesus and the
apostles navigated imperial authority, highlighting themes of power, resistance, and accommodation.

The book provides insight into the political challenges faced by early Christians.

3. Prophets and Power: Political Themes in Biblical Prophecy
This book delves into the political messages embedded in the writings of the biblical prophets. It
highlights their critiques of kings and rulers, calls for justice, and visions of ideal governance under

God’s sovereignty. The author emphasizes the prophets’ role as political actors advocating for ethical



leadership.

4. Divine Kingship: The Theology of Rulership in the Bible

Examining the concept of divine right and kingship, this book analyzes how biblical texts portray rulers
as God’s representatives on earth. It discusses the theological foundations for monarchy and the limits
placed on royal power by covenantal obligations. The study also considers the implications for

understanding political authority today.

5. Law and Leadership: Political Institutions in Ancient Israel

This volume investigates the development of political institutions such as the judges, elders, and the
monarchy within Israelite society. It explores how biblical law provided a framework for governance
and social order. The book offers a detailed look at the interplay between legal codes and political

leadership.

6. Empire and Gospel: Political Contexts of the New Testament

Exploring the political environment of the Roman Empire during the first century, this book situates the
New Testament writings within their imperial context. It addresses issues like citizenship, taxation, and
imperial cults, showing how they influenced early Christian thought and practice. The author argues

that understanding this context is crucial for interpreting the political dimensions of the gospel.

7. Justice and Power: Political Ethics in the Biblical Tradition

This book focuses on the ethical teachings related to power and governance found throughout the
Bible. It considers how biblical principles of justice, mercy, and righteousness challenge and shape
political authority. The work draws connections between ancient texts and contemporary political

ethics.

8. The Politics of Exile: Leadership and Identity in the Babylonian Captivity

Analyzing the period of Israel’s exile in Babylon, this book examines how political displacement
affected religious identity and leadership. It explores prophetic responses to foreign domination and the
hope for restoration. The study highlights the resilience of political and theological vision in times of

crisis.



9. Jesus and Political Authority: A Biblical Perspective
This book investigates Jesus’ teachings and actions in relation to political power and authority. It
covers topics such as the kingdom of God, nonviolence, and subversion of imperial rule. The author

presents a nuanced view of Jesus as both a spiritual and political figure in the biblical narrative.
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politics in the bible: Politics According to the Bible Wayne A. Grudem, 2010 Should
Christians be involved in political issues? This comprehensive and readable book presents a political
philosophy from the perspective that the Gospel pertains to all of life, including politics.
Politics--According to the Bible is an in-depth analysis of conservative and liberal plans to do good
for the nation, evaluated in light of the Bible and common sense. Evangelical Bible professor, and
author of the bestselling book Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem unpacks and rejects five
common views about Christian influence on politics: compel religion, exclude religion, all
government is demonic, do evangelism, not politics, and do politics, not evangelism. Instead, he
defends a position of significant Christian influence on government and explains the Bible's
teachings about the purpose of civil government and the characteristics of good or bad governments.
Grudem provides a thoughtful analysis of over fifty specific and current political issues dealing with:
The protection of life. Marriage, the family, and children. Economic issues and taxation. The
environment. National defense Relationships to other nations. Freedom of speech and religion.
Quotas. And special interests. Throughout this book, he makes frequent application to the current
policies of the Democratic and Republican parties in the United States, but the principles discussed
here are relevant for any nation.

politics in the bible: Politics in the Bible Paul R. Abramson, 2011-12-31 The Bible is
fundamental to Western culture. Political philosophers from Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu, and
Rousseau to modern political theorists such as George H. Sabine, Leo Strauss, and Sheldon S. Wolin
have drawn upon biblical examples. American political leaders, such as Thomas Paine, Abraham
Lincoln, and William Jennings Bryan all drew heavily upon the Bible. Today, most contemporary
politicians display less familiarity with Scripture although many proudly proclaim themselves to be
born-again Christians. Politics in the Bible has a simple goal: to help readers to think critically about
how the Bible illuminates understanding of justice, leadership, and politics. For a political scientist,
there are great advantages to studying the Bible. Students of the Bible have short texts to analyze,
but they have a history of two thousand years of Jewish and Christian scholarly discussion. In that
tradition, Paul R. Abramson analyzes stories drawn from eighteen of the thirty-nine books of the
Hebrew Bible and fifteen of the twenty-seven books of the New Testament. Abramson argues that
the Bible is a book that should be read even by those who do not believe it has any transcendent
significance. One can choose to read it as the revealed word of God, as a source of Western morality,
as a compilation of interesting stories, poetry, and history, or as a work of great literature. Although
this book discusses selected stories that have political implications, it also considers parts that have
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literary merit. This unusual volume may stimulate new thinking about the Bible as a source of insight
into political ideas.

politics in the bible: Politics in the Bible Paul Abramson, 2017 The Bible is fundamental to
Western culture. Political philosophers from Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu, and Rousseau to modern
political theorists such as George H. Sabine, Leo Strauss, and Sheldon S. Wolin have drawn upon
biblical examples. American political leaders, such as Thomas Paine, Abraham Lincoln, and William
Jennings Bryan all drew heavily upon the Bible. Today, most contemporary politicians display less
familiarity with Scripture although many proudly proclaim themselves to be born-again Christians.
Politics in the Bible has a simple goal: to help readers to think critically about how the Bible
illuminates understanding of justice, leadership, and politics. For a political scientist, there are great
advantages to studying the Bible. Students of the Bible have short texts to analyze, but they have a
history of two thousand years of Jewish and Christian scholarly discussion. In that tradition, Paul R.
Abramson analyzes stories drawn from eighteen of the thirty-nine books of the Hebrew Bible and
fifteen of the twenty-seven books of the New Testament. Abramson argues that the Bible is a book
that should be read even by those who do not believe it has any transcendent significance. One can
choose to read it as the revealed word of God, as a source of Western morality, as a compilation of
interesting stories, poetry, and history, or as a work of great literature. Although this book discusses
selected stories that have political implications, it also considers parts that have literary merit. This
unusual volume may stimulate new thinking about the Bible as a source of insight into political
ideas.--Provided by publisher.

politics in the bible: Bible Politics Steve D. Bracht, 2013-10-12 No one will ever be able to
righteously defend the Republican Party, Tea Party Republicans or any other socially conservative
political party with a bible, in regard to how they treat the vast majority of the people, including the
most needy among us. Yet the overwhelming majority of those proclaiming to be Christian in
America religiously get out in droves to vote for the Republicans, who continually work against
serving the needs of the people. I've heard many Christians including pastors and bible teachers who
talk as though Republicans represent Christian values and Democrats do not, but this is not
biblically correct. This book sets the record straight. BIBLE POLITICS brings over 200 examples of
bible scriptures which are very much in favor of the more socially liberal Democrats and contrary to
popular belief, are much more against the politics of the conservative Republican and conservative
Tea Party Republicans.

politics in the bible: Holy Politics: a Christian’S Guide to Political Discourse Nancy
Smithson Summerlin, 2016-09-30 As the temperature of partisan rhetoric continues to rise across
America, many politicians are waving Bibles and claiming that being a Christian is part of their
political credentials. Holy Politics is an attempt to change the tone of debates and disagreements
while bringing more integrity to the process by looking at what the Bible has to say about fear,
anger, wealth, poverty, immigration, and political power. This book includes passages from
scripture, along with citations that will help guide readers in their own search for answers. Holy
Politics is useful for individual exploration, study groups, and Sunday school classes. Find out for
yourself what scripture says about how we should discuss political issues. Its in the Bible. You can
look it up.

politics in the bible: The Bible and Politics in Africa Joachim Kugler, Masiiwa Ragies
Gunda, 2012 Section 1: The Bible and broad political discourses in Africa. Rewriting the Bible or
de-biblifying the public sphere? Proposals and propositions on the usage of the Bible by public
figures in Zimbabwe/ by Masiiwa Ragies Gunda. The Bible and the quest for democracy and
democratization in Africa: the Zimbabwe experience / by Eliot Tofa. The Bible and the quest for
developmental justice: the case of orphans in Namibia / by Jannie Hunter. The Bible in the service of
pan-africanism: the case of Dr Tafataona Mahoso's pan-african biblical exegesis / by Obvious
Vengeyi. The ANC's deployment of religion in nation building: from Thabo Mbeki, to the RDP of the
soul, to Jacob Zuma / by Gerald West. The Bible and democracy in Africa: how biblical science can
contribute towards the establishment of plurality and democracy, the Bible as a relevant tool in the



quest for engendering plurality / by Jephthah Kiara Gathaka. Section 2: Some readings of the Bible
in/for political discourses in Africa. Contextual theological reading of the Bible with indigenous
communities: the case of the Basarwa/San in Botswana / by Moji Ruele. A theological reflection on
Romans 13:1-7 in the 21st century Zimbabwean politics / by Phillemon M. Chamburuka. The Judas
Iscariot episode In the zimbabwean religio-political debate of selling out / by Francis Machingura.
Inspiring for liberation - legitimizing for occupation : interpretations of the Exodus from southern
Africa / by Stephanie Feder. Politics of feeding: reading John 6 (and 1 Cor 11) as documents of
socio-political conflicts / by Joachim Kugler. If my people ... a critical analysis of the deployment of 2
Chronicles 7:14 during the Zimbabwean crisis / by Ezra Chitando. Towards a new reading of the
bible in africa - spy exegesis / by Canisius Mwandayi. Empowering the poor: the Bible and the poor
in informal settlements in Africa with reference to Mangaung, South Africa / Pieter Verster. Section
3: The bible, gender and politics in Africa. The politics of biblical manhood: a critical study of
masculinity politics and biblical hermeneutics in a Zambian pentecostal church / Adriaan S. Van
Klinken. The bible as a source of strength among Zimbabwean women during socio-economic and
political crises / by Elizabeth Vengeyi. An analysis of the application of 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 and 1
Timothy 2:11-14: the politics of pentecostalism and women's ministries in Zimbabwe / by Tapiwa
Praise Mapuranga.

politics in the bible: Politics in the Hebrew Bible Matthew B. Schwartz, Kalman J. Kaplan,
2013-09-05 We live in an age when it is not uncommon for politicians to invoke religious doctrine to
explain their beliefs and positions on everything from domestic to foreign policy. And yet, many of us
would be hard pressed to pinpoint the exact source of these political beliefs in the religious texts
that are said to have spawned them. In Politics in the Hebrew Bible: God, Man, and Government,
Kalman J. Kaplan and Matthew B. Schwartz offer a genre-straddling examination of the political
themes in the Jewish Bible. By studying the political implications of 42 biblical stories (organized
into the categories Social Order, Government and Leadership, Domestic Relations, Societal
Relations, Morale and Mission, and Foreign Policy), the authors seek to discern a cohesive political
viewpoint embodied by the Jewish Bible. Throughout the text, the views put forth in the Jewish Bible
are compared to those put forth by Greco-Roman philosophers in order to argue that the Bible offers
a worldview that fosters a “high degree of creative individualism within a supportive non-chaotic and
well-functioning society”. Kaplan and Schwartz are generous with their explanations of
Greco-Roman philosophical concepts in the introductory chapters and with giving background
information about the biblical stories engaged in the text.

politics in the bible: The Politics of Faith Jerry L. Sumney, 2020-09-01 The Politics of Faith
addresses key biblical texts and their intersection with questions of good government, social policy,
and societal leadership. It speaks to Christians and others who seek to ponder and discuss the role
of faith and Bible in their decisions about civic politics and faithful citizenship. This book aims to
enable readers to see more clearly that the Bible does speak about the kinds of economic and social
policies a nation should adopt. It will empower them to claim the message of Scripture in favor of
policies that promote the good of those who are disadvantaged and the good of the community. It
will help them make the argument that the Bible calls for laws and policies that expect the wealthy
to contribute to the good of all, including policies and laws that are not always to their personal
financial advantage. The author explores ways the Old Testament shows God's concern for social
structures, the ideal early church community in Acts, and how the Gospel of Matthew shows concern
for social structures in the ministry of Jesus. The final section looks at the writings of Paul, showing
how they demand certain kinds of political commitments. This book will help readers talk about how
a deeper understanding of Scripture can affect how one votes and the kinds of policies one supports.
Each chapter ends with a set of questions for discussion that both review what is in the chapter and
provoke discussion about faithful action.

politics in the bible: The Bible in Politics Richard Bauckham, 1989-01-01 This enlightening
book on how to read the Bible politically serves as a prerequisite to Christian political action.
Richard Bauckham offers his interpretations of several Bible passage that are politically relevant,



and discusses how reading the Bible in a political context can lead to fresh insights.

politics in the bible: Five Views on the Church and Politics J. Brian Benestad, Robert
Benne, Bruce Fields, Thomas W. Heilke, James K.A. Smith, 2015-12-15 Learn to think deeply about
the relationship between church and state in a way that goes beyond mere policy debates and
current campaigns. Few topics can grab headlines and stir passions quite like politics, especially
when the church is involved. Considering the attention that many Christian parachurch groups,
churches, and individual believers give to politics--and of the varying and sometimes divergent
political ideals and aims among them--Five Views on the Church and Politics provides a helpful
breakdown of the possible Christian approaches to political involvement. General Editor Amy Black
brings together five top-notch political theologians in the book, each representing one of the five key
political traditions within Christianity: Anabaptist (Separationist: the most limited possible Christian
involvement in politics) - represented by Thomas Heilke Lutheran (Paradoxical: strong separation of
church and state) - represented by Robert Benne Black Church (Prophetic: the church's mission is to
be a voice for communal reform) - represented by Bruce Fields Reformed (Transformationist:
emphasizes God's sovereignty over all things, including churches and governments) - represented by
James K. A. Smith Catholic (Synthetic: encouragement of political participation as a means to further
the common good of all people) - represented by J. Brian Benestad Each author addresses his
tradition's theological distinctives, the role of government, the place of individual Christian
participation in government and politics, and how churches should (or should not) address political
questions. Responses by each contributor to opposing views will highlight key areas of difference
and disagreement. Thorough and even-handed, Five Views on the Church and Politics will enable
readers to consider the strengths and weaknesses of the most significant Christian views on political
engagement and to draw their own, informed conclusions.

politics in the bible: Power, Politics, and the Making of the Bible Robert B. Coote, Mary P.
Coote, 1990

politics in the bible: Almighty Matters Nicholas Berry, 1916 Annotation Almighty Matters:
God's Politics in the Bible explores the underlying politics of the Hebrew and Christian Bibles by
uncovering their political-theological connection in a single story line. The politics of the New
Testament completes the politics of the Old. Although it has long been recognized that the Hebrew
Bible prominently portrays the political development of God's Chosen People, the role of Jesus as a
politician, the founder of a movement aimed from its beginning at subverting and capturing the
Roman Empire, has not been recognized. Putting the Hebrew and Christian Bibles' political
approach foremost shows why so much of it is hidden and why, until recently, Jewish-Christian
relations have been contrary to God's design. In Almighty Matters, Dr. Berry, an accomplished
political scientist with ecumenical sensibilities and a strong understanding of the Bible, reveals a
political-theological strain in the Bible that runs throughout, with Jesus as the divine politician who
pulls it all together. Almighty Matters offers Christians a chance to deepen their faith by deepening
their understanding of the Biblical narrative.--Christopher Dreisbach, Professor of Moral and
Systematic Theology, The Ecumenical Institute of Theology, St. Mary's Seminary & University
Almighty Matters is a lively, controversial, reading of the Bible as the record of a unified project to
institute 'God's politics' on earth, from the failure of ancient Israelites to establish a powerful and
enduring kingdom in the Promised Land to the success of Jesus in starting a universal religious
movement that eventually replaced the Roman Empire. ... His experience and expertise in
international politics invest his interpretive speculations with insight and authority. --David L.
Weddle, Professor Emeritus of Religion, The Colorado College This book evaluates Biblical teachings
and history from a strictly political angle. The reader may miss many standard religious comments
but will find many other surprising and illuminating ones that will challenge some assumptions and
broaden perspectives. --Bill Shepard, Author of Introducing Islam Professor Berry gives his readers a
fast-paced and fascinating romp through the Hebrew and Christian scriptures unlike any they have
read before. After establishing a reputation as a scholar of international relations, which included
being awarded a Fulbright fellowship, Berry turns his attention to the Bible, which he views as



'politics of the first order.' His analysis reaches conclusions that will challenge the readers'
understanding of the Bible. --William Akin, Professor of History Emeritus, Ursinus College Nicholas
Berry is Professor of Politics Emeritus at Ursinus College, a former Fulbright Scholar at the
University of Auckland in New Zealand, author of five books and co-author of a best-selling
international relations textbook, and now directs the Foreign Policy Forum Website. In practical
politics, he is a former two-term mayor of Mt. Vernon, lowa, and served as Democratic Party
chairman in Lynchburg, Virginia, and Annapolis, Maryland.

politics in the bible: The Bible in Politics Richard Bauckham, 2011-01-01 This second edition of
Bauckham's wonderful work is essential reading for understanding the relationship between the
Bible and politics. The enduring value of The Bible in Politics is that it teaches the reader how to
read the Bible politically and to gain an understanding of the social relevance of the Bible that is
more disciplined, more informed, more imaginative, and more politically fruitful than many
interpreters--past and present--have achieved.

politics in the bible: Kingdom Politics Tony Evans, 2022-07-05 Christians love to talk about
politics, but the current conversation is full of contentious words that divide our churches and
families. Dr. Tony Evans takes a step back to find foundational Bible principles for integrating
politics into our daily lives. He challenges readers to incorporate all of Scripture when addressing
divisive issues, forcing us to look at political issues we’ve neglected. Learn to speak with grace when
you disagree with family and friends. Maintain your political affiliations without causing divisions in
your church. Take sides on moral issues while demonstrating the compassion and love of Jesus
Christ. Kingdom Politics offers a biblical path through one of the most divisive issues of our time.

politics in the bible: The Bible in American Law, Politics, and Political Rhetoric James Turner
Johnson, 1985

politics in the bible: Almighty Matters Nicholas Berry, 2016-01-01 Almighty Matters: God's
Politics in the Bible explores the underlying politics of the Hebrew and Christian Bibles by
uncovering their political-theological connection in a single story line. The politics of the New
Testament completes the politics of the Old. Although it has long been recognized that the Hebrew
Bible prominently portrays the political development of God's Chosen People, the role of Jesus as a
politician, the founder of a movement aimed from its beginning at subverting and capturing the
Roman Empire, has not been recognized. Putting the Hebrew and Christian Bibles' political
approach foremost shows why so much of it is hidden and why, until recently, Jewish-Christian
relations have been contrary to God's design.

politics in the bible: The Beginning of Politics Moshe Halbertal, Stephen Holmes,
2019-06-18 The Book of Samuel is universally acknowledged as one of the supreme achievements of
biblical literature. Yet the book's anonymous author was more than an inspired storyteller. The
author was also an uncannily astute observer of political life and the moral compromises and
contradictions that the struggle for power inevitably entails. The Beginning of Politics mines the
story of Israel's first two kings to unearth a natural history of power, providing a forceful new
reading of what is arguably the first and greatest work of Western political thought. Moshe
Halbertal and Stephen Holmes show how the beautifully crafted narratives of Saul and David cut to
the core of politics, exploring themes that resonate wherever political power is at stake. Through
stories such as Saul's madness, David's murder of Uriah, the rape of Tamar, and the rebellion of
Absalom, the book's author deepens our understanding not only of the necessity of sovereign rule
but also of its costs--to the people it is intended to protect and to those who wield it. What emerges
from the meticulous analysis of these narratives includes such themes as the corrosive grip of power
on those who hold and compete for power; the ways in which political violence unleashed by the
sovereign on his own subjects is rooted in the paranoia of the isolated ruler and the deniability
fostered by hierarchical action through proxies; and the intensity with which the tragic conflict
between political loyalty and family loyalty explodes when the ruler's bloodline is made into the
guarantor of the all-important continuity of sovereign power.--

politics in the bible: Politics and Theopolitics in the Bible and Postbiblical Literature Henning



Graf Reventlow, Yair Hoffman, Benjamin Uffenheimer, 1994-03-01 This volume contains papers from
the third symposium held by the University of Tel Aviv, Israel, and the Ruhr University, Bochum,
Germany, with the aim of furthering dialogue between Jewish and Christian biblical scholars. The
papers examine the ways in which political issues and events are reflected in the Bible and in the
postbiblical literature, the term 'theopolitics' expressing the conviction of both communities that the
politics of human life have always been and continue to be subject to the rule and providence of God.
The hope of the symposium is that through examination of the ways in which Jews and Christians
have reflected upon political and ethical theories there may arise new possibilities for better mutual
understanding.

politics in the bible: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress, Library of
Congress. Subject Cataloging Division, Library of Congress. Office for Subject Cataloging Policy,
2013

politics in the bible: The Ballot and the Bible Kaitlyn Schiess, 2023-08-22 Pursue a Biblical
Basis for Your Political Engagement How do Bible passages written thousands of years ago apply to
politics today? What can we learn from America's history of using the Bible in politics? How can we
converse with people whose views differ from our own? In The Ballot and the Bible, Kaitlyn Schiess
explores these questions and more. She unpacks examples of how Americans have connected the
Bible to politics in the past, highlighting times it was applied well and times it was egregiously
misused. Schiess combines American political history and biblical interpretation to help readers @
faithfully read Scripture @ talk with others about it @ apply it to contemporary political issues--and
to their lives [] A nuanced look at America's legacy of scriptural language.--Publishers Weekly
starred review Christianity Today 2024 Book Award Finalist (Politics and Public Life)
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