
political talking points example
political talking points example are essential tools used by politicians,
campaigners, and advocates to effectively communicate their positions on key
issues. These talking points provide concise, consistent messages that help
shape public perception and influence opinion. Understanding what constitutes
a strong political talking point example can aid in crafting persuasive
rhetoric that resonates with target audiences. This article delves into the
characteristics of effective political talking points, provides real-world
examples, and explains their strategic use in campaigns and public discourse.
Additionally, it explores how talking points differ across political
ideologies and offers tips for developing impactful messages. The following
sections will provide a comprehensive overview of political talking points,
their purpose, and practical examples to illustrate their use.
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What Are Political Talking Points?
Political talking points are pre-prepared statements or phrases used by
politicians and their teams to convey specific messages consistently across
various platforms. These points summarize complex policies or opinions into
digestible, memorable soundbites intended to persuade voters or counter
opposition narratives. They serve as a foundational communication tool during
debates, interviews, speeches, and social media engagement. By sticking to
agreed-upon talking points, political figures maintain message discipline,
reducing the risk of contradictory statements or misinterpretation.
Ultimately, political talking points shape the narrative surrounding an issue
or campaign.

Definition and Purpose
At their core, political talking points are concise, focused messages
designed to highlight a candidate’s stance or party’s position on relevant



topics. The purpose is twofold: first, to inform the public in a clear
manner, and second, to influence opinions and voting behavior. These points
often emphasize strengths, address criticisms, or clarify policy positions.
Their repeated use helps build familiarity and reinforce key ideas in the
minds of constituents.

Role in Political Communication
Talking points play a critical role in maintaining consistency across a
political campaign or administration. They ensure that all representatives
speak with one voice, thereby preventing mixed messages. This uniformity
boosts credibility and allows for efficient media training and message
control. Additionally, talking points help in framing debates and directing
conversations towards favorable topics.

Characteristics of Effective Political Talking
Points
Not all talking points are equally effective. Successful political talking
points share common characteristics that enhance their impact and
memorability. Understanding these features can guide the development of
powerful messaging that resonates with intended audiences.

Clarity and Simplicity
Effective talking points use straightforward language that avoids jargon or
overly complex explanations. Clear and simple wording ensures that messages
are easily understood by a wide audience, including those without specialized
knowledge of policy details.

Emotional Appeal
Incorporating emotional elements into talking points helps connect with
voters on a personal level. Whether invoking hope, fear, pride, or empathy,
emotional appeal makes messages more compelling and memorable.

Relevance and Timeliness
Talking points must address current issues and concerns relevant to the
electorate. Messages tied to timely events or ongoing debates hold greater
significance and attention, increasing their persuasive power.



Consistency and Repetition
Uniformity across all communication channels and repeated use help reinforce
talking points. Consistent messaging prevents confusion and strengthens the
association between the politician and their stated positions.

Brevity and Memorability
Short, punchy phrases or slogans are easier to remember and repeat. Effective
talking points often employ rhetorical devices such as alliteration, rhyme,
or parallelism to enhance recall.

Examples of Political Talking Points
Examining real political talking points examples from various contexts
illustrates how these messages function in practice. Below are several
examples categorized by common political themes.

Economic Policy Examples

“Creating jobs, not debt.” – Emphasizes a pro-growth economic agenda
focused on employment rather than increasing national debt.

“Tax relief for the middle class.” – Highlights policies aimed at
reducing tax burdens on average workers.

“Investing in American innovation.” – Positions government spending as a
catalyst for technological advancement and competitiveness.

Healthcare Policy Examples

“Affordable healthcare for every family.” – Promotes accessibility and
affordability in health services.

“Protecting Medicare for seniors.” – Reinforces commitment to preserving
existing healthcare programs for the elderly.

“Lowering prescription drug costs.” – Focuses on reducing financial
burdens related to medication.



Environmental Policy Examples

“Clean energy for a sustainable future.” – Advocates for renewable
energy sources and environmental stewardship.

“Protecting our natural resources.” – Emphasizes conservation and
responsible management of land and water.

“Combating climate change with innovation.” – Combines environmental
responsibility with economic opportunity.

Strategic Use of Talking Points in Campaigns
Political talking points are not just words; they form part of a larger
strategic communication plan. Campaigns employ these points deliberately to
influence public opinion and gain electoral advantage.

Message Discipline and Coordination
Campaign teams ensure that all spokespeople, candidates, and surrogates stick
to the same set of talking points. This coordination prevents conflicting
messages and maintains a coherent narrative across events and media
appearances.

Framing and Agenda Setting
Talking points help frame issues in a way that benefits the campaign’s goals.
By controlling the language and focus, campaigns can steer conversations
toward favorable topics and away from vulnerabilities.

Responding to Opposition
Pre-prepared talking points provide ready-made responses to criticisms or
attacks from political opponents. This enables quick, effective rebuttals
that reinforce the campaign’s position.

Engaging Media and Voters
Succinct, memorable talking points are ideal for soundbites, social media
posts, and public speeches. They facilitate engagement by making complex
policies accessible and highlighting key priorities.



Differences Across Political Ideologies
Political talking points vary widely depending on ideological perspectives
and party platforms. Understanding these differences is crucial for analyzing
and crafting messages within specific political contexts.

Conservative Talking Points
Conservative messages often emphasize limited government, fiscal
responsibility, national security, and traditional values. Examples include:

“Lower taxes, higher growth.”

“Defending the Constitution and the Second Amendment.”

“Strong borders, safe communities.”

Liberal Talking Points
Liberal or progressive talking points typically focus on social justice,
environmental protection, government intervention in the economy, and
expanding civil rights. Examples include:

“Healthcare is a human right.”

“Investing in clean energy jobs.”

“Equal rights for all Americans.”

Centrist or Moderate Talking Points
Moderate messages seek to balance competing interests, emphasizing pragmatism
and bipartisan solutions. Examples include:

“Working together for common sense solutions.”

“Fiscal responsibility with compassion.”

“Bridging divides to move the country forward.”



How to Develop Strong Political Talking Points
Crafting effective political talking points requires a strategic approach
grounded in research, audience understanding, and message testing.

Identify Core Issues
Start by pinpointing the most important topics for the campaign or political
agenda. These should reflect voter concerns and the candidate’s strengths.

Research Audience and Opposition
Analyze the target audience’s values, priorities, and potential objections.
Also, study opponents’ messages to differentiate effectively and counter
critiques.

Keep Messages Clear and Concise
Use simple language and focus on one key idea per talking point. Avoid jargon
and complicated explanations that might confuse listeners.

Incorporate Emotional and Logical Appeals
Balance facts and data with emotional resonance to create a well-rounded,
persuasive message.

Test and Refine
Use polling, focus groups, or social media feedback to evaluate the
effectiveness of talking points. Refine wording and emphasis based on
responses to maximize impact.

Train Spokespeople
Ensure that all individuals representing the campaign understand and can
effectively communicate the talking points with confidence and consistency.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are political talking points?
Political talking points are concise messages or arguments crafted to
communicate a politician's stance on issues effectively and consistently
during debates, interviews, or public appearances.

Can you give an example of a political talking
point?
An example of a political talking point is: 'We need to invest in renewable
energy to create jobs and combat climate change.' This message highlights
economic benefits and environmental responsibility.

Why do politicians use talking points?
Politicians use talking points to stay on message, ensure consistency across
their communications, and effectively persuade or inform their audience about
their policies or viewpoints.

How do talking points influence public opinion?
Talking points influence public opinion by framing issues in a particular
way, simplifying complex topics, and repeating key messages to make them more
memorable and persuasive.

What makes a good political talking point example?
A good political talking point is clear, concise, emotionally appealing, and
aligns with the politician's overall goals and values while addressing
voters' concerns.

Are political talking points used only during
campaigns?
No, political talking points are used not only during campaigns but also in
legislative debates, media interviews, press releases, and ongoing political
communication to maintain a consistent narrative.

How can I create effective political talking points?
To create effective political talking points, identify your key message, keep
it simple, use relatable language, support it with facts or values, and
anticipate counterarguments to address them proactively.



Additional Resources
1. The Rhetoric of Power: How Political Speech Shapes Public Opinion
This book explores the art of political communication and the strategies
politicians use to influence voters. It examines historical and contemporary
speeches to reveal how language can mobilize support or sow division. Readers
gain insight into the mechanisms behind persuasive political rhetoric and its
impact on democracy.

2. Divide and Rule: The Politics of Polarization
Focusing on the growing political divides in modern societies, this book
analyzes the causes and consequences of polarization. It delves into media
influence, social identity, and policy implications that deepen partisan
rifts. The author offers potential paths toward dialogue and reconciliation
across ideological lines.

3. Spin Masters: The Media’s Role in Political Messaging
This book investigates how media outlets shape political narratives through
framing and selective coverage. It highlights the relationship between
journalists, politicians, and public relations teams in crafting compelling
messages. Readers will understand the power dynamics that influence which
talking points gain traction in public discourse.

4. The Language of Liberty: Political Ideologies and Their Speech Patterns
Examining various political ideologies, this book reveals how language
reflects and reinforces core beliefs. It compares conservative, liberal,
socialist, and libertarian rhetoric to show how word choice and metaphor
resonate with different audiences. The book encourages critical listening and
awareness of ideological framing.

5. Echo Chambers and Filter Bubbles: The Politics of Online Discourse
This title explores how digital platforms create environments where people
encounter only like-minded views, intensifying political talking points. It
addresses algorithms, social media behaviors, and the consequences for
democratic debate. The book also offers strategies for breaking out of these
digital silos.

6. From Protest to Policy: The Evolution of Political Movements
Tracing the journey of social movements from grassroots activism to
legislative change, this book highlights the role of messaging in sustaining
momentum. It discusses how talking points are crafted to inspire, unify, and
persuade diverse constituencies. Examples span civil rights,
environmentalism, and more recent movements.

7. The Art of the Political Debate: Techniques and Tactics
This practical guide examines the structure and strategies of effective
political debates. It covers argumentation techniques, use of evidence, and
handling opponents’ talking points. The book serves as a resource for
students, activists, and anyone interested in mastering political dialogue.

8. Policy by Soundbite: The Impact of Simplified Messaging on Governance



Analyzing the trend toward concise, catchy political slogans, this book
questions how oversimplification affects policy understanding and
implementation. It explores the balance between accessibility and substance
in political communication. The author argues for more nuanced discourse to
improve democratic decision-making.

9. Voices of Dissent: Political Talking Points from the Margins
Highlighting perspectives often excluded from mainstream political
conversations, this book amplifies marginalized voices and their unique
talking points. It addresses issues related to race, gender, class, and
indigenous rights. The book challenges readers to consider the diversity of
political experiences shaping contemporary debates.
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  political talking points example: Political Campaign Communication Judith S. Trent,
Robert V. Friedenberg, Robert E. Denton Jr., 2011-08-11 Now in its seventh edition, Political
Campaign Communication provides a realistic understanding of the strategic and tactical
communication practices utilized in contemporary political campaigns. Trent, Friedenberg, and
Denton's classic text has been updated to reflect recent election campaigns, including the 2010
congressional elections and the initial stages of the 2012 presidential election. In addition, the
authors have examined the expanding role of the internet in political campaigns. Political Campaign
Communication continues to be a classroom favorite a thoroughly researched, insightful, and
reader-friendly text.
  political talking points example: The Insider's Guide To Political Internships Grant
Reeher, 2002-09-05 Every year, thousands of college students invade Washington, D.C. and the fifty
state capitals to volunteer as political interns. Unfortunately, they are rarely able to hit the ground
running, lacking the tools to help them do so. The Insider's Guide to Political Internships provides
those tools. This volume contains practical, concise essays written by political professionals and
scholars with extensive experience supervising internships, as well as advice from many former
interns. The book highlights internships on Capitol Hill, at the White House, in the executive branch,
at the state level, in the Congressional district office, and at non-profit groups.
  political talking points example: Political Campaign Communication Robert E. Denton,
Judith S. Trent, Robert V. Friedenberg, 2019-07-19 Political Campaign Communication, Ninth
Edition uses a speech-communication perspective to examine how elective politics contributes to our
knowledge and understanding of the electoral process. This book explains how principles and
practices central to election campaigns affect America's electoral history.
  political talking points example: Routledge Handbook of Political Management Dennis W.
Johnson, 2010-03-17 A comprehensive overview of the field of applied politics, encompassing
political consulting, campaigns and elections, lobbying and advocacy, grass roots politics,
fundraising, media and political communications, the role of the parties, political leadership, and the
ethical dimensions of public life.
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  political talking points example: Interview Research in Political Science Maria Elayna
Mosley, 2013-05-15 Interviews are a frequent and important part of empirical research in political
science, but graduate programs rarely offer discipline-specific training in selecting interviewees,
conducting interviews, and using the data thus collected. Interview Research in Political Science
addresses this vital need, offering hard-won advice for both graduate students and faculty members.
The contributors to this book have worked in a variety of field locations and settings and have
interviewed a wide array of informants, from government officials to members of rebel movements
and victims of wartime violence, from lobbyists and corporate executives to workers and trade
unionists. The authors encourage scholars from all subfields of political science to use interviews in
their research, and they provide a set of lessons and tools for doing so. The book addresses how to
construct a sample of interviewees; how to collect and report interview data; and how to address
ethical considerations and the Institutional Review Board process. Other chapters discuss how to
link interview-based evidence with causal claims; how to use proxy interviews or an interpreter to
improve access; and how to structure interview questions. A useful appendix contains examples of
consent documents, semistructured interview prompts, and interview protocols.
  political talking points example: Political Advocacy for School Librarians Ann Dutton
Ewbank, 2019-01-15 School librarians are prepared to be leaders and can use their strengths to
advocate for policy that benefits school libraries. This book will teach you how to engage elected
officials to effect change that extends to your library. Education and information policy has a direct
impact on school libraries and is shaped by decisions at the local, state, and federal levels. School
librarians are positioned uniquely to leverage their inside knowledge of effective school library
programs to make a difference in education through civic engagement; however, a thorough
understanding of both the explicit and hidden rules of government is necessary to be an effective
advocate. This compact book serves as a guide to advocating for effective programs, filling a gap in
the practitioner literature regarding the policies that affect school library programs. Drawing on
research-based best practices and the author's experience as the chairman of the ALA Legislation
Committee and in political advocacy, this book explains the political process through concrete
examples of both success and failure and analyzes these examples to show how librarians can move
education policy in a positive direction.
  political talking points example: Political Communication in the Time of Coronavirus Peter
Van Aelst, Jay G. Blumler, 2021-09-13 This book examines how the COVID-19 pandemic impacted
the flows of communication between politicians, journalists, and citizens. Distinguished contributors
grapple with how the pandemic, as a global unexpected event, disrupted the communication process
and changed the relationships between politics, media, and publics, the three central players of
political communication. Using different methodologies, they scrutinize changes in government
communication, (new) media coverage, and public opinion during this crisis. The book moves beyond
the USA and Western Europe to include cases from Eastern Europe, Latin America, and Asia, taking
into account how variations in the political context, the media system and personal leadership can
influence how the COVID-19 pandemic challenged the political communication process. It is an ideal
text for advanced students and scholars of political communication, political science, and media
studies. Chapter 13 of this book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF under a
Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license available at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com.
  political talking points example: Simulations in the Political Science Classroom Mark
Harvey, James Fielder, Ryan Gibb, 2022-08-31 This book is premised on the assumption that games
and simulations provide welcome alternatives and supplements to traditional lectures and class
discussions—especially in political science classrooms, where real-world circumstances provide ideal
applications of theory and policy prescriptions. Implementing such an active learning program,
however, is sometimes daunting to overburdened professors and teaching assistants. This book
addresses the challenges of using games and simulations in the political science classroom, both
online and in person. Each chapter offers a game or simulation that politics teachers can use to



teach course concepts and explains ways to execute it effectively. In addition, the authors in this
volume make a proactive case for games and simulations. Each chapter offers research to evaluate
the effectiveness of the activity and pedagogical design best practices. Thus, the book not only
serves as a game design resource, but also offers demonstrable support for using games and
simulations in the political science classroom. Aimed at teachers at all levels, from high school
through college, the book may be especially appealing to graduate students entering teaching for
the first time and open to new teaching and learning approaches.
  political talking points example: Safire's Political Dictionary William Safire, 2008-03-31
Nearly every entry in this renowned work has been revised and updated and over 100 completely
new entries have been added to produce a monumental and indispensable guide to political
language in America. From Axis of Evil, Blame Game, Bridge to Nowhere, and Compassionate
Conservatism to Islamofascism, Quagmire, Rumsfeld's Rules, Slam Dunk, Wimp Factor, and many
others, William Safire explains the origin of each term, how and by whom and for what purposes it
has been used, as well as its perceived and real significance.
  political talking points example: The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Religion and Politics in
the U.S. Barbara A. McGraw, 2016-05-31 The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Religion and Politics in
the U.S. provides a broad, inclusive, and rich range of chapters, in the study of religion and politics.
Arranged in their historical context, chapters address themes of history, law, social and religious
movements, policy and political theory. Broadens the parameters of this timely subject, and includes
the latest work in the field Draws together newly-commissioned essays by distinguished authors that
are cogent for scholars, while also being in a style that is accessible to students. Provides a balanced
and inclusive approach to religion and politics in the U.S. Engages diverse perspectives from various
discourses about religion and politics across the political and disciplinary spectra, while placing
them in their larger historical context
  political talking points example: Campaigning for President in America, 1788–2016 Scott
John Hammond, Robert North Roberts, Valerie A. Sulfaro, 2016-04-25 What does it take to get
elected president of the United States—leader of the free world? This book gives readers insight into
the major issues and events surrounding American presidential elections across more than two
centuries, from the earliest years of the Republic through the campaigns of the 21st century. The
race for the presidency encapsulates the broader changes in American democratic culture. This book
provides insight into the major issues and events surrounding American presidential elections across
more than two centuries, from the earliest years of the Republic through the campaigns of the 21st
century. Readers will be able to see and understand how presidential campaigns have evolved over
time, and how and why the current state of campaigning for president came into being.
  political talking points example: Handbook of Innovations in Political Psychology Ethan
C. Busby, Christopher F. Karpowitz, Cara J. Wong, 2025-03-12 In this interdisciplinary Handbook,
editors Ethan C. Busby, Christopher F. Karpowitz, and Cara J. Wong explore not just what political
psychology is but what it could be. In so doing, they Ð and the chapter authors Ð examine and
expand political psychologyÕs scope and relevance. Bringing together a diverse array of authors to
examine both core topics and emerging themes, they combine foundational insights with fresh
perspectives to consider what innovations exist and are needed in the field of political psychology.
  political talking points example: Quarterly Essay 60 Political Amnesia Laura Tingle,
2015-11-19 Whatever happened to good government? What are the signs of bad government? And
can Malcolm Turnbull apply the lessons of the past in a very different world? In this crisp, profound
and witty essay, Laura Tingle seeks answers to these questions. She ranges from ancient Rome to
the demoralised state of the once-great Australian public service, from the jingoism of the past to the
tabloid scandals of the internet age. Drawing on new interviews with key figures, she shows the
long-term harm that has come from undermining the public sector as a repository of ideas and
experience. She tracks the damage done when responsibility is “contracted out,” and when
politicians shut out or abuse their traditional sources of advice. This essay about the art of
government is part defence, part lament. In Political Amnesia, Laura Tingle examines what has gone



wrong with our politics, and how we might put things right. “There was plenty of speculation about
whether Turnbull would repeat his mistakes as Opposition leader in the way he dealt with people.
But there has not been quite so much about the more fundamental question of whether the revolving
door of the prime ministership has much deeper causes than the personalities in Parliament House.
Is the question whether Malcolm Turnbull – and those around him – can learn from history? Or is
there a structural reason national politics has become so dysfunctional?” —Laura Tingle, Political
Amnesia
  political talking points example: Political Tool Kit Ron Parsons, 2013-04 From city councils
to governorships, from county commissioners to coroners, there are thousands of contested or
vacant elected offices each year throughout the United States. In Political Tool Kit, author Ron
Parsons provides a practical guide for citizens who are seeking an opportunity to participate in the
democratic process through political candidacy. Based on his education and personal experience,
Ron offers a step-by-step, sequential model that candidates can mold to fit their candidacies by
making their campaigns unique. Political Tool Kit merges contemporary and traditional political
organizational structures to address a myriad of tasks, such as fundraising, advertising, nominating
petitions, and scheduling, while detailing job functions and tasks. This campaign model adopts
modern communications tools through optimizing the Internet and cutting-edge mobile devices. It
also includes a range of resources, such as a campaign budget, letters to the editor, mailings, and
canvassing techniques. Political Tool Kit offers the tools to build a process that enables candidates to
grow to their full potential. The winning ideals embedded within a campaign will follow candidates
throughout their political careers.
  political talking points example: Political Campaigns Costas Panagopoulos, 2017 Political
Campaigns is a detailed, comprehensive, in-depth look at modern campaigns that reflects on both
theory and practice. It summarizes scholarly research on campaigns but also provides an in-depth
and inside look into how contemporary campaigns are conducted--
  political talking points example: Histories of Political Public Relations Anastasios Theofilou,
Martina Topić, 2025-02-04 Despite strong arguments that have been exploring the influence of
Public Relations (PR) on public information, propaganda, the development of nation branding and
policy-making, there remains little research on the history of governmental PR. This has led to a
limited understanding of the discipline that aligns it with a supportive role to wider marketing
campaigns or with a stretch to political communication through lobbying. Responding to this
challenge, this book explores PR’s historical connection to government communication. The editors
assemble respected contributors to explore government PR through a series of micro-histories and
also examine larger theoretical issues, including the relationship between PR and propaganda. The
chapters explore behavioural aspects of government campaigning and the tools and techniques
typically used. In the context of COVID-19 and global resistance to measures, while health and
climate scientists warn that there might be more pandemics to come, looking at behavioural
campaigning becomes even more relevant. This book will add knowledge and understanding to the
fields of PR history and historiography. Academics and researchers will find the volume appropriate
for research and teaching.
  political talking points example: Illustrations in Communication and Public Relations
Geoffrey Meshack Likata Ungaya, John Wandaga, Nelly A. Manyala, Ondicho Machuki, Catherine
Mwangi, 2022-12-29 TOPICS IN THE BOOK Healthcare Provider Patient Nonverbal Communicative
Behaviour on Diabetes Mellitus Management Practices in Selected Hospitals In Kenya Political
Communication: Political Rally Messages Effect on Ethnic Intolerance and Conflict among Voters in
Migori County, Kenya Communicating Corporate Social Responsibility Activities for the Reputation
of Aviation Industry in Kenya Mobile Phone Influence on Sexual Behaviour of Undergraduate
Students: A Case Study of Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology, Kenya
Frequency of Messages and Perceived Self-Efficacy for Treatment among People Living with
HIV/AIDS in Homa Bay County, Kenya
  political talking points example: Iain Dale's Guide to Political Blogging in the UK Iain Dale,



2007 - Articles by thirty leading bloggers and commentators - Profiles of more than fifty leading
blogs - A directory of 1,200 political blogs - The best 500 political blogs in the UK - The best 100
Conservative, Labour and LibDem blogs
  political talking points example: Nonverbal Communication in Political Debates John S.
Seiter, Harry Weger Jr., 2020-09-30 Nonverbal Communication in Political Debates presents a
framework for understanding and analyzing the multiple ways that nonverbal behavior functions in
political debates. In addition to addressing the ways in which politicians are presented and present
themselves in debate broadcasts, the framework considers a wide array of strategic objectives and
unintended consequences of candidates’ nonverbal behaviors. Along the way, the book examines
theory and research from both humanistic and social scientific approaches, as well as an immense
range of factors that influence how nonverbal behavior is enacted and portrayed. Scholars of
communication, political science, psychology, and public relations will find this book particularly
useful.
  political talking points example: The Political Determinants of Health Daniel E. Dawes,
2020-03-24 How do policy and politics influence the social conditions that generate health
outcomes? Reduced life expectancy, worsening health outcomes, health inequity, and declining
health care options—these are now realities for most Americans. However, in a country of more than
325 million people, addressing everyone's issues is challenging. How can we effect beneficial change
for everyone so we all can thrive? What is the great equalizer? In this book, Daniel E. Dawes argues
that political determinants of health create the social drivers—including poor environmental
conditions, inadequate transportation, unsafe neighborhoods, and lack of healthy food options—that
affect all other dynamics of health. By understanding these determinants, their origins, and their
impact on the equitable distribution of opportunities and resources, we will be better equipped to
develop and implement actionable solutions to close the health gap. Dawes draws on his firsthand
experience helping to shape major federal policies, including the Affordable Care Act, to describe
the history of efforts to address the political determinants that have resulted in health inequities.
Taking us further upstream to the underlying source of the causes of inequities, Dawes examines the
political decisions that lead to our social conditions, makes the social determinants of health more
accessible, and provides a playbook for how we can address them effectively. A thought-provoking
and evocative account that considers both the policies we think of as health policy and those that we
don't, The Political Determinants of Health provides a novel, multidisciplinary framework for
addressing the systemic barriers preventing the United States from becoming the healthiest nation
in the world.
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