
political science and psychology

political science and psychology represent two distinct yet deeply interconnected fields that together enrich
our understanding of human behavior within political contexts. Political science traditionally examines the
structures, processes, and systems that govern societies, while psychology focuses on individual and group
behavior, cognition, and emotions. The interdisciplinary study of political science and psychology sheds light
on how psychological principles influence political attitudes, decision-making, voting behavior, leadership, and
policy development. This synthesis offers valuable insights for scholars, policymakers, and practitioners
seeking to comprehend and predict political phenomena. This article explores key areas where political science
and psychology intersect, including political behavior, the psychology of leadership, political socialization,
and the impact of cognitive biases on political decisions. A detailed examination of these themes follows in the
table of contents below.
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The Intersection of Political Science and Psychology

The intersection of political science and psychology, often termed political psychology, combines
methodologies and theories from both disciplines to analyze political phenomena from a behavioral perspective.
This interdisciplinary approach allows for a more nuanced understanding of political processes by
incorporating psychological theories about human motivation, perception, and group dynamics. Political
psychology addresses questions about why individuals support certain policies, how political identities form,
and the psychological underpinnings of political ideologies.

Historical Development of Political Psychology

The fusion of political science and psychology emerged prominently in the mid-20th century, particularly after
World War II, when scholars sought to understand authoritarianism and mass political behavior. Early
research focused on personality traits of political leaders and the psychological mechanisms behind
propaganda and persuasion. Over time, the field expanded to include voter behavior, political attitudes, and the
psychological effects of social and political environments.

Methodologies Employed

Political psychology employs diverse research methods, including surveys, experiments, case studies, and
psychometric assessments. Quantitative methods help measure attitudes and behaviors, while qualitative
approaches explore the motivations and contexts of political actions. The integration of psychological
testing and political data analytics has further enhanced the rigor and applicability of this interdisciplinary
research.



Psychological Foundations of Political Behavior

Understanding political behavior through psychological frameworks is essential to explaining how individuals
and groups engage with politics. This area examines factors such as personality traits, emotions, identity, and
social influences that shape political participation and preferences.

Personality and Political Orientation

Research indicates that personality traits, particularly those outlined by the Big Five model (openness,
conscientiousness, extraversion, agreeableness, and neuroticism), correlate with political orientation. For
example, openness to experience often aligns with liberal political views, while conscientiousness tends to
predict conservative tendencies. These traits influence how individuals process political information and form
opinions.

Emotions in Political Decision-Making

Emotions play a critical role in political behavior, affecting how voters respond to candidates and policies.
Fear, anger, and hope can motivate political participation or disengagement. Emotional appeals are frequently
used in political campaigns to elicit desired responses from the electorate, demonstrating the importance of
affective processes in politics.

Group Identity and Political Alignment

Political identity is frequently tied to group affiliations such as race, religion, ethnicity, or social class.
Social identity theory explains how individuals derive self-esteem and meaning from group membership, influencing
political loyalties and intergroup relations. This dynamic impacts voting patterns, partisanship, and political
polarization.

The Role of Leadership Psychology in Politics

Leadership psychology examines the cognitive and emotional attributes of political leaders and their impact on
governance and public policy. Effective leadership is often contingent upon psychological skills such as
emotional intelligence, decision-making ability, and communication proficiency.

Personality Traits of Political Leaders

Studies of political leaders reveal that traits like charisma, confidence, and resilience are pivotal to their
success. Leaders with high emotional intelligence can navigate complex social environments, manage crises
effectively, and inspire followers. Understanding these psychological traits aids in predicting leadership styles
and outcomes.

Decision-Making Processes in Leadership

Political leaders face high-stakes decisions often under conditions of uncertainty and pressure. Cognitive
psychology offers insights into how leaders process information, weigh risks, and avoid cognitive pitfalls such
as groupthink or confirmation bias. These psychological processes directly influence policy decisions and
international relations.



Stress and Coping Mechanisms in Political Leadership

The psychological stress associated with political leadership can impact mental health and decision-making
quality. Effective coping strategies, including emotional regulation and social support, are crucial for
sustaining leadership performance and maintaining public trust.

Political Socialization and Cognitive Development

Political socialization is the process through which individuals acquire political knowledge, attitudes, and
values. Psychological development, especially during childhood and adolescence, shapes how individuals
understand and engage with political systems.

Influence of Family and Education

Families and educational institutions are primary agents of political socialization. Parental political
discussions and school curricula contribute to early political awareness and the formation of civic identity.
Psychological theories emphasize the role of modeling and reinforcement in transmitting political norms and
behaviors.

Media and Political Cognition

Media exposure significantly influences political cognition by framing issues, shaping public opinion, and
providing political information. Cognitive psychology explores how individuals process media messages, the
formation of political schemas, and susceptibility to misinformation or propaganda.

Developmental Stages and Political Understanding

Cognitive development theories explain how political comprehension evolves with age and experience. Younger
individuals may have limited abstract reasoning abilities, affecting their grasp of complex political concepts.
As cognitive capacities mature, individuals develop greater political sophistication and critical thinking skills.

Cognitive Biases and Decision-Making in Politics

Cognitive biases are systematic errors in thinking that affect political judgment and decision-making. An
awareness of these biases is essential for understanding voter behavior, policy formulation, and political
communication.

Common Cognitive Biases in Political Contexts

Confirmation Bias: The tendency to favor information that confirms existing beliefs, leading to polarized
opinions.

Availability Heuristic: Overestimating the importance of information that is readily recalled, such as
sensational news.

Anchoring Bias: Relying too heavily on an initial piece of information when making decisions.

Ingroup Bias: Favoring members of one’s own political or social group, often leading to discrimination



against outgroups.

Overconfidence Effect: Overestimating one’s knowledge or predictive abilities in political matters.

Impact of Biases on Electoral Outcomes

Cognitive biases can significantly influence voter behavior by shaping perceptions of candidates, policies, and
political events. These biases contribute to phenomena such as political polarization, misinformation spread,
and decreased critical evaluation of political information.

Strategies to Mitigate Bias in Politics

Efforts to reduce cognitive biases in political decision-making include promoting media literacy, encouraging
critical thinking, and designing deliberative democratic processes. Understanding psychological mechanisms behind
biases can improve political discourse and foster more informed citizen participation.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does political psychology explain voter behavior?

Political psychology examines the psychological factors influencing voter behavior, including identity,
emotions, cognitive biases, and social influences, to understand why individuals support certain candidates or
policies.

What role does social identity play in political affiliation?

Social identity theory suggests that individuals derive a sense of belonging from group memberships, which
strongly influences political affiliation by shaping attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors aligned with those groups.

How do cognitive biases affect political decision-making?

Cognitive biases, such as confirmation bias and motivated reasoning, lead individuals to favor information
that supports their preexisting beliefs, affecting how they interpret political events and make decisions.

In what ways can psychological theories improve political campaign
strategies?

Psychological theories help campaigns tailor messages to voters' emotions, values, and cognitive styles,
enhancing persuasion by addressing identity, framing issues effectively, and leveraging social influence.

How does political stress impact mental health?

Political stress, arising from conflict, uncertainty, or polarization, can increase anxiety, depression, and
feelings of helplessness, highlighting the importance of coping mechanisms and supportive environments.

What is the relationship between authoritarian personality traits and



political ideology?

Research indicates that individuals with authoritarian personality traits, such as preference for order and
conformity, are more likely to support conservative or authoritarian political ideologies that emphasize
security and social control.

Additional Resources
1. Thinking, Fast and Slow by Daniel Kahneman
This book explores the dual systems of thought that drive human decision-making: the fast, intuitive system and
the slow, deliberate system. Kahneman, a psychologist and Nobel laureate, delves into how biases and
heuristics affect political judgments and behavior. It provides valuable insights into the cognitive processes
behind voting, policymaking, and political persuasion.

2. The Righteous Mind: Why Good People Are Divided by Politics and Religion by Jonathan Haidt
Haidt examines the psychological foundations of morality and how they shape political ideologies. By
understanding moral intuitions and the emotional underpinnings of political beliefs, readers gain a deeper
comprehension of political polarization and partisanship. The book bridges psychology and political science to
explain why political debates are often so contentious.

3. Political Psychology: Situations, Individuals, and Cases by David O. Sears, Leonie Huddy, and Robert Jervis
This comprehensive textbook introduces the key theories and research in political psychology. It covers topics
such as political attitudes, identity, social influence, and leadership, using real-world case studies to
illustrate concepts. The book is essential for understanding the psychological mechanisms behind political
behavior and decision-making.

4. How Propaganda Works by Jason Stanley
Stanley explores the psychological tactics used in propaganda and how they undermine democratic discourse.
The book analyzes historical and contemporary examples of propaganda to illustrate how language and
messaging can manipulate public opinion. It offers critical tools for recognizing and resisting political
misinformation.

5. Why We Vote: How Schools and Communities Shape Our Civic Life by E. Frank Stephenson
This book investigates the psychological and social factors that influence voter participation. Stephenson
highlights the role of education, community engagement, and socialization in shaping political behavior. It
provides an empirical look at how political attitudes and behaviors develop over a lifetime.

6. The Political Brain: The Role of Emotion in Deciding the Fate of the Nation by Drew Westen
Westen argues that emotional appeals and subconscious processes play a larger role in political decision-
making than rational arguments. Using neuroscience and psychology, he explains why voters often respond more
to emotional messaging than factual information. The book offers insights into campaign strategies and voter
behavior.

7. Groupthink: Psychological Studies of Policy Decisions and Fiascoes by Irving L. Janis
Janis introduces the concept of groupthink, a psychological phenomenon where cohesive groups make poor
decisions to maintain consensus. The book analyzes political and military case studies to show how this bias
can lead to disastrous policy outcomes. It is fundamental for understanding the pitfalls of group dynamics in
political settings.

8. Identity Crisis: The 2016 Presidential Campaign and the Battle for the Meaning of America by John Sides,
Michael Tesler, and Lynn Vavreck
This book combines political science and psychology to analyze how identity politics shaped the 2016 U.S.
presidential election. The authors explore the psychological mechanisms behind racial, ethnic, and partisan
identities and their impact on voting behavior. It provides a timely examination of the intersection between
identity and political outcomes.

9. Influence: The Psychology of Persuasion by Robert B. Cialdini
Cialdini discusses six key principles of persuasion that are widely used in political campaigns and advocacy. The



book details how authority, reciprocity, and social proof influence individuals’ political choices. It is an
essential resource for understanding how psychological tactics can shape political opinions and mobilize
voters.
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  political science and psychology: Political Psychology Jon A. Krosnick, I-Chant A. Chiang,
Tobias H. Stark, 2016-11-10 In recent decades, research in political psychology has illuminated the
psychological processes underlying important political action, both by ordinary citizens and by
political leaders. As the world has become increasingly engaged in thinking about politics, this
volume reflects exciting new work by political psychologists to understand the psychological
processes underlying Americans’ political thinking and action. In 13 chapters, world-class scholars
present new in-depth work exploring public opinion, social movements, attitudes toward affirmative
action, the behavior of political leaders, the impact of the 9/11 attacks, and scientists’ statements
about global warming and gasoline prices. Also included are studies of attitude strength that
compare the causes and consequences of various strength-related constructs. This volume will
appeal to a wide range of researchers and students in political psychology and political science, and
may be used as a text in upper-level courses requiring a scholarly and contemporary review of major
issues in the field.
  political science and psychology: Political Psychology John T. Jost, Jim Sidanius, 2004 First
Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  political science and psychology: Thinking about Political Psychology James H. Kuklinski,
2002-03-04 In this 2002 volume, political psychologists take a hard look at political psychology. They
pose and then address, the kinds of tough questions that those outside the field would be inclined to
ask and those inside should be able to answer satisfactorily. Not everyone will agree with the
answers the authors provide and in some cases, the best an author can do is offer well-grounded
speculations. Nonetheless, the chapters raise questions that will lead to an improved political
psychology and will generate further discussion and research in the field. The individual chapters
are organised around four themes. Part I tries to define political psychology and provides an
overview of the field. Part II raises questions about theory and empirical methods in political
psychology. Part III contains arguments ranging from the position that the field is too heavily
psychological to the view that it is not psychological enough. Part IV considers how political
psychologists might best connect individual-level mental processes to aggregate outcomes.
  political science and psychology: Political Psychology Kristen Renwick Monroe, 2001-12
This edited book is an overview of political psychology with contributions by the leaders in the field.
Its goal is to define & explore the key concepts, methodologies & research activities, as well as the
controversies & future directions of the field.
  political science and psychology: Explorations in Political Psychology Shanto Iyengar,
William James McGuire, 1993 Mapping the territory where political science and psychology
intersect, Explorations in Political Psychology offers a broad overview of the the field of political
psychology--from its historical evolution as an area of inquiry to the rich and eclectic array of
theories, concepts, and methods that mark it as an emerging discipline. In introductory essays,
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editors Shanto Iyengar and William J. McGuire identify the points of exchange between the
disciplines represented and discuss the issues that make up the subfields of political psychology.
Bringing together leading scholars from social psychology and political science, the following
sections discuss attitude research (the study of political attitudes and opinions); cognition and
information-processing (the relationship between the structures of human information-processing
and political and policy preferences); and decision making (how people make decisions about
political preferences). As a comprehensive introduction to a growing field of interdisciplinary
concern, Explorations in Political Psychology will prove a useful guide for historians, social
psychologists, and political scientists with an interest in individual political behavior. Contributors.
Stephen Ansolabehere, Donald Granberg, Shanto Iyengar, Robert Jervis, Milton Lodge, Roger D.
Masters, William J. McGuire, Victor C. Ottati, Samuel L. Popkin, William M. Runyan, David O. Sears,
Patrick Stroh, Denis G. Sullivan, Philip E. Tetlock, Robert S. Wyer, Jr.
  political science and psychology: The Political Psychology of Women in U.S. Politics Angela L.
Bos, Monica C. Schneider, 2016-10-26 The Political Psychology of Women in U.S. Politics is a
comprehensive resource for students, researchers, and practitioners interested in women and
politics. Highly original and drawing from the best available research in psychology and political
science, this book is designed to summarize and extend interdisciplinary research that addresses
how and why men and women differ as citizens, as political candidates, and as officeholders. The
chapters in this volume are focused on differences in the political behavior and perceptions of men
and women, yet the chapters also speak to broader topics within American politics – including
political socialization, opinion formation, candidate emergence, and voting behavior. Broadly, this
volume addresses the causes and consequences of women’s underrepresentation in American
government. This book is the ideal resource for students and researchers of all levels interested in
understanding the unique political experiences of diverse women, and the importance of rectifying
the problem of gender disparities in American politics.
  political science and psychology: Social Psychology and Politics Joseph P. Forgas, Klaus
Fiedler, William D. Crano, 2015-04-17 Social psychology and politics are intricately related, and
understanding how humans manage power and govern themselves is one of the key issues in
psychology. This volume surveys the latest theoretical and empirical work on the social psychology
of politics, featuring cutting-edge research from a stellar group of international researchers. It is
organized into four main sections that deal with political attitudes and values; political
communication and perceptions; social cognitive processes in political decisions; and the politics of
intergroup behavior and social identity. The contributions address such exciting questions as how do
political attitudes and values develop and change? What role do emotions and moral values play in
political behavior? How do political messages and the media influence political perceptions? What
are the psychological requirements of effective democratic decision making, and why do
democracies sometimes fail? How can intergroup harmony be developed, and what is the role of
social identity in political processes? As such, this volume integrates the role of cognitive, affective,
social and cultural influences on political perception and behavior, offering an overview of the
psychological mechanisms underlying political processes. It provides essential reading for teachers,
students, researchers and practitioners in areas related to power, social influence and political
behavior.
  political science and psychology: The Oxford Handbook of Political Psychology Leonie Huddy,
David O. Sears, Jack S. Levy, 2013-09-19 A revised version of this essential interdisciplinary
handbook.
  political science and psychology: At the Forefront of Political Psychology Eugene Borgida,
Christopher M. Federico, Joanne M. Miller, 2020-01-29 At the Forefront of Political Psychology pays
tribute to John L. Sullivan, one of the most influential political psychologists of his generation.
Sullivan’s scholarly contributions have deeply shaped our knowledge of belief systems and political
tolerance, two flourishing research areas in political psychology that are crucial to understanding
the turbulence of our times. This volume, compiled by three of Sullivan’s longtime colleagues and



collaborators, includes cutting-edge contributions from scholars in political science and psychology.
The book is divided into three sections; the first two focus on how Sullivan’s work on political
tolerance and belief systems influenced generations of political psychologists. The final section
offers a more personal look at Sullivan’s influence as a mentor to young scholars, many of whom are
now intellectual leaders in political psychology. The chapters featured here elucidate how these
students were able to flourish under Sullivan’s tutelage and lifelong mentorship. One of John L.
Sullivan’s defining traits is his generosity—as a scholar, mentor, leader, and friend. Over the years,
many have benefited greatly from Sullivan’s willingness to share his intellect, insight, and passion
for democratic values. This impressive collection will appeal to both students and professors of
political psychology, but also scholars of social and political behavior, political tolerance, and anyone
who has an interest in the contributions made by Sullivan.
  political science and psychology: Citizens and Politics James H. Kuklinski, 2001-06-11 This
volume brings together some of the research on citizen decision making.
  political science and psychology: Political Psychology Stanley A Renshon, John Duckitt,
2000-08 Military force transforms political institutions, branches of government continually battle
for power and position, leaders rise and leaders fall, but the key to the dynamics of these
phenomena-the psychology of our political leaders, and that underlying most political
processes-remains one of the most understudied aspects of political life. New political forces, such
as the trend toward globalization, have resulted in an ever growing need to understand the
relationship between psychology, culture and politics.
  political science and psychology: Political Psychology: The Role of Personality in Politics
Scott Pruysers, Julie Blais, Philip Gordon Chen, 2021-11-05
  political science and psychology: Political Psychology in International Relations Rose
McDermott, 2009-12-22 This outstanding book is the first to decisively define the relationship
between political psychology and international relations. Written in a style accessible to
undergraduates as well as specialists, McDermott's book makes an eloquent case for the importance
of psychology to our understanding of global politics. In the wake of September 11, the American
public has been besieged with claims that politics is driven by personality. Saddam Hussein, Osama
bin Laden, Kim Chong-Il, Ayatollah Khameinei-America's political rogues' gallery is populated by
individuals whose need for recognition supposedly drives their actions on the world stage. How does
personality actually drive politics? And how is personality, in turn, formed by political environment?
Political Psychology in International Relations provides students and scholars with the analytical
tools they need to answer these pressing questions, and to assess their implications for policy in a
real and sometimes dangerous world.
  political science and psychology: Introduction to Political Psychology Martha L. Cottam,
Elena Mastors, Thomas Preston, Joe W. Huseby, 2025-09-17 This fifth edition of Introduction to
Political Psychology explores the many psychological patterns that influence individual political
behavior. The authors introduce readers to a broad range of theories, concepts, and case studies of
political activity, arguing that individuals are driven or motivated to act in accordance with
personality characteristics, values, beliefs, and attachments to groups. The book explains many
aspects of political behavior—whether seemingly pathological actions or normal decision-making
practices, which sometimes work optimally, and sometimes fail. Thoroughly updated throughout, the
book examines patterns of political behavior in areas including leadership, group behavior, voting,
race, nationalism, terrorism, and war. This edition features: Detailed coverage of political
polarization, and the psychology behind it; Up-to-date topics and case studies focused on the 2024
US election, the war in Ukraine, and the Israel–Palestine conflict, as well as social movements such
as climate change activism, Black Lives Matter, and #MeToo; A robust suite of timesaving support
material. Accessibly written and comprehensive in scope, it is an essential companion for all
graduate and upper-level undergraduate students of psychology, political science, and political
psychology. It will also be of interest to those in the policy-making community, especially those
looking to learn more about the extent to which perceptions, personality, and group dynamics affect



the policy-making arena.
  political science and psychology: The Oxford Handbook of Political Psychology Leonie Huddy,
David O. Sears, Jack S. Levy, Jennifer Jerit, 2023 This updated third edition gathers together an
international group of distinguished scholars to provide an up-to-date account of key topics and
areas of research in political psychology. Focusing first on political psychology at the individual level
(attitudes, values, decision-making, ideology, personality) and then moving to the collective (group
identity, mass mobilization, political violence), this fully interdisciplinary volume covers models of
the mass public and political elites and addresses both domestic issues and foreign policy. Now with
new chapters on authoritarianism, nationalism, status hierarchies, and minority political identities,
along with updated material, this is an essential reference for scholars and students interested in the
intersection of the two fields.
  political science and psychology: The Political Psychology of Democratic Citizenship
Eugene Borgida, Christopher M Federico, John L Sullivan, 2009-04-16 While scholars in political
science, social psychology, and mass communications have made notable contributions to
understanding democratic citizenship, they concentrate on very different dimensions of citizenship.
The current volume challenges this fragmentary pattern of inquiry, and adopts an interdisciplinary
approach to the analysis of citizenship that offers new insights and integrates previously disparate
research agendas. It also suggests the possibility of informed interventions aimed at meeting new
challenges faced by citizens in modern democracies. The volume is organized around five themes
related to democratic citizenship: citizen knowledge about politics; persuasion processes and
intervention processes; group identity and perception of individual citizens and social groups; hate
crimes and intolerance; and the challenge of rapid changes in technology and mass media. These
themes address the key challenges to existing perspectives on citizenship, represent themes that are
central to the health of democratic societies, and reflect ongoing lines of research that offer
important contributions to an interdisciplinary political psychology perspective on citizenship. In
several cases, scholars may be unaware of work in other disciplines on the same topic and might
well benefit from greater intellectual commerce. These themes provide excellent opportunities for
the interdisciplinary cross-talk that characterizes the contributions to this volume by prominent
scholars from psychology, political science, sociology, and mass communications. In the final
section, distinguished commentators reflect on different aspects of the scholarly agenda put forth in
this volume, including what this body of work suggests about the state of political psychology's
contributions to our understanding of these issues. Thus this volume aims to provide a multifaceted,
interdisciplinary look at the political psychology of democratic citizenship. The interdisciplinary bent
of contemporary work in political psychology may uniquely equip it to create a more nuanced
understanding of citizenship issues and of competing democratic theories.
  political science and psychology: Gender and Political Psychology Zoe Oxley, 2017-10-02 This
book showcases new work done by gender politics scholars and political psychologists, covering a
variety of political psychology topics. These include stereotyping and prejudice, intergroup conflict,
social identity, attitude formation, group affinity, group decision-making, anxiety, contextual effects
on individual behaviour, and the evolutionary roots of political behaviour. Political psychological
insights are applied to address topics of longstanding concern within the field of gender and politics.
Among the citizenry, gender differences in political ideology, responses to partisan conflict, Hispanic
identity formation, and symbolic racism are explored. Other chapters pose the following questions
relating to female candidates: What have been the effects of state parties’ gender-inclusive policies?
Who is most likely to gender stereotype candidates? Are general attitudes toward women in political
office related to vote choice in specific contests? What are the implications of politicized
motherhood? Finally, a set of essays engage a variety of themes related to gender, decision-making
rules, and authority in small deliberative bodies. This book was originally published as a special
issue of Politics, Groups, and Identities.
  political science and psychology: Introduction to Political Psychology Martha L. Cottam,
Elena Mastors, Thomas Preston, Beth Dietz, 2004-04-26 The first comprehensive textbook on



political psychology, this user-friendly volume explores the psychological origins of political
behavior. Using psychological concepts to explain types of political behavior, the authors introduce a
broad range of theories and cases of political activity to illustrate the behavior. The book examines
many patterns of political behaviors including leadership, group behavior, voting, race, ethnicity,
nationalism, political extremism, terrorism, war, and genocide. Text boxes highlight current and
historical events to help students see the connection between the world around them and the
concepts they are learning. Examples highlight a variety of research methodologies used in the
discipline such as experimentation and content analysis. The Political Being is used throughout to
remind the reader of the psychological theories and concepts to be explored in each chapter.
Introduction to Political Psychology explores some of the most horrific things people do to one
another for political purposes, as well as how to prevent and resolve conflict, and how to recover
from it. The goal is to help the reader understand the enormous complexity of human behavior and
the significant role political psychology can play in improving the human condition. Designed for
upper division courses on political psychology or political behavior, this volume also contains
material of interest to those in the policymaking community.
  political science and psychology: Feeling Politics D. Redlawsk, 2006-06-10 As part of the
study of emotions and politics, this book explores connections between affect and cognition and their
implications for political evaluation, decision and action. Emphasizing theory, methodology and
empirical research, Feeling Politics is an important contribution to political science, sociology,
psychology and communications.
  political science and psychology: Political Psychology Christopher J. Hewer, Evanthia
Lyons, 2018-08-17 A research-based guide to political psychology that is filled with critical
arguments from noted experts Political Psychology is solidly grounded in empirical research and
critical arguments. The text puts the emphasis on alternative approaches to psychological enquiry
that challenge our traditional assumptions about the world. With contributions from an international
panel of experts, the text contains a meaningful exchange of ideas that draw on the disciplines of
social psychology, sociology, history, media studies and philosophy. This important text offers a
broader understanding of the different intellectual positions that academics may take towards
political psychology. Comprehensive in scope Political Psychology provides a historical context to the
subject and offers a critical history of common research methods. The contributors offer insight on
political thought in psychology, the politics of psychological language, narrating as political action,
political decision-making and much more. This important text: Offers contributions from a panel of
international experts on the topic Includes a review of some political ideas associated with the work
of Karl Marx, Erich Fromm, R.D. Laing, Michel Foucault and others Presents information on
prejudice, stereotypes and discrimination in the context of mass migration Reviews a wide range of
relevant topics such as identity, social exclusion and foreign policy and more Contains questions for
group debate and discussion at the end of each chapter Written for academics and students of
political psychology, Political Psychology is a comprehensive resource that includes contributions
from experts in a variety of fields and disciplines.
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