
political science term paper topics
political science term paper topics encompass a broad range of subjects that allow
students to explore the complexities of governance, political behavior, institutions, and
public policies. Selecting the right topic is crucial for producing a compelling and insightful
paper. This article provides an extensive overview of various political science term paper
topics, categorized to cover essential areas such as political theory, international relations,
comparative politics, and public administration. Students will find guidance on trending
issues, classical debates, and innovative themes that reflect current political dynamics
worldwide. Additionally, this article highlights important considerations for choosing topics
that align with academic requirements and personal interests. The outlined sections serve
as a comprehensive resource for anyone aiming to write a high-quality political science
term paper. Below is the table of contents for easy navigation through the diverse topics
presented.

Political Theory and Philosophy

International Relations and Global Politics

Comparative Politics and Political Systems

Public Policy and Administration

Political Behavior and Electoral Studies

Contemporary Political Issues and Challenges

Political Theory and Philosophy
Political theory and philosophy form the foundation of political science by examining
fundamental questions about justice, power, rights, and the role of the state. Term paper
topics in this category often involve critical analysis of classical and modern political
thinkers, ideologies, and normative theories. These topics enable students to engage with
abstract concepts and apply philosophical frameworks to contemporary political problems.

Classical Political Theories
Exploring foundational ideas from political philosophers such as Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli,
Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, and Marx provides essential insights into the evolution of
political thought. Students can analyze concepts like the social contract, the nature of
justice, sovereignty, and the ideal state.



Modern Political Ideologies
Modern ideologies such as liberalism, conservatism, socialism, feminism, and
environmentalism offer rich topics for term papers. These ideologies shape political
behavior and policy-making in contemporary societies, making them critical areas for
scholarly investigation.

Normative vs. Empirical Approaches
Choosing between normative questions—what ought to be—and empirical analysis—what
is—allows students to focus their research on either theoretical debates or real-world
political phenomena. This distinction is vital for crafting a clear and focused term paper.

International Relations and Global Politics
The study of international relations (IR) focuses on the interactions between states,
international organizations, and non-state actors in the global arena. Political science term
paper topics in this area often address diplomacy, conflict, cooperation, and the impact of
globalization on world politics.

Theories of International Relations
Realism, liberalism, constructivism, and critical theories provide different lenses through
which students can analyze international events and policies. Papers can compare these
theories or apply them to specific case studies.

Global Security and Conflict
Topics related to war, peacekeeping, terrorism, nuclear proliferation, and cybersecurity are
increasingly relevant. These issues are critical for understanding the challenges to global
stability and security.

International Organizations and Law
Research can focus on the role of the United Nations, the World Trade Organization, the
International Criminal Court, and other institutions in managing global governance and
promoting international law compliance.

Comparative Politics and Political Systems
Comparative politics involves the systematic study and comparison of political systems,
institutions, and processes across different countries. This area offers a vast array of term
paper topics that can address regime types, democratization, political parties, and



governance models.

Democracy and Authoritarianism
Analyzing the characteristics, advantages, and challenges of democratic and authoritarian
regimes is a popular topic. Papers may explore transitions between regime types or the
persistence of authoritarianism in certain regions.

Electoral Systems and Party Politics
Studying different electoral systems—such as proportional representation, majoritarian, or
mixed systems—and their impact on party systems and voter behavior is a rich field for
research.

Political Institutions and Governance
This includes the study of constitutions, legislatures, executives, judiciaries, and
bureaucracies. Research can compare institutional designs and their effects on policy
outcomes and political stability.

Public Policy and Administration
Public policy and administration focus on the processes by which governments formulate,
implement, and evaluate policies. Term paper topics in this category explore the practical
aspects of governance and the challenges of public sector management.

Policy Analysis and Development
Students can examine specific policy areas such as healthcare, education, environmental
policy, or economic regulation. Analysis may involve policy formulation, stakeholder
engagement, and impact assessment.

Public Administration Theories
Research can explore classical and contemporary theories of public administration,
including bureaucratic organization, New Public Management, and governance networks.

Transparency and Accountability
Topics addressing issues of corruption, government accountability, and citizen participation
are crucial for understanding the effectiveness and legitimacy of public administration.



Political Behavior and Electoral Studies
Political behavior examines how individuals and groups participate in politics, including
voting behavior, political communication, and public opinion. This area provides numerous
topics related to the dynamics of electoral politics and citizen engagement.

Voting Patterns and Trends
Analyzing demographic, social, and economic factors that influence voting behavior helps
explain electoral outcomes and shifts in political landscapes.

Political Socialization and Communication
Research can focus on how political attitudes are formed and changed through media,
education, and social networks, as well as the role of political campaigns and propaganda.

Public Opinion and Polling
Understanding how public opinion is measured and how it affects policy decisions and
political legitimacy is a valuable topic for political science term papers.

Contemporary Political Issues and Challenges
Addressing current political issues allows students to engage with the most pressing
challenges facing societies today. These topics often intersect with other areas of political
science and reflect ongoing debates and developments worldwide.

Climate Change Politics
The political dimensions of climate change, including international negotiations, national
policies, and environmental justice, are increasingly important research areas.

Populism and Political Polarization
Examining the rise of populist movements and growing political polarization provides
insight into contemporary democratic challenges and electoral dynamics.

Human Rights and Social Movements
Topics can focus on the role of social movements in advancing human rights, democracy,
and social justice, as well as the state's response to activism.



Choose a topic that aligns with your interests and course requirements.1.

Ensure sufficient scholarly resources are available for research.2.

Focus on a specific question or problem to maintain clarity and depth.3.

Incorporate current events and recent developments when relevant.4.

Balance theoretical analysis with empirical evidence for a robust paper.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some trending political science term paper
topics for 2024?
Trending topics include the impact of social media on political mobilization, climate change
policy and international relations, the rise of populism, cybersecurity and election integrity,
global migration policies, and the role of artificial intelligence in governance.

How can I choose a relevant political science term
paper topic?
Consider current global and national political issues, your personal interests, available
research materials, and the scope of the assignment. Focusing on recent developments or
controversies can make your paper more engaging and relevant.

What are effective strategies for researching political
science term paper topics?
Use academic databases like JSTOR and Google Scholar, refer to government and NGO
reports, review recent news articles, and consult expert analyses. Combining multiple
sources ensures a well-rounded perspective.

Can comparative politics offer good term paper topics?
Yes, comparative politics is a rich field for term papers. Topics can include comparing
electoral systems, governance models, political culture, policy outcomes, or
democratization processes across different countries.

Are interdisciplinary approaches encouraged in political
science term papers?
Absolutely. Integrating insights from economics, sociology, history, or technology can



deepen analysis and provide a comprehensive understanding of political phenomena.

What are some challenges in selecting political science
term paper topics?
Challenges include narrowing down broad subjects, finding up-to-date and credible sources,
avoiding overly controversial topics without enough evidence, and ensuring the topic aligns
with course objectives.

Additional Resources
1. Theories of International Politics and Zombies
This book by Daniel W. Drezner uses a unique and engaging analogy of a zombie
apocalypse to explain international relations theories. It explores how different political
science frameworks interpret global crises and decision-making processes. The book is both
accessible and insightful, making complex theories relatable and easier to understand for
students.

2. Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace
Written by Hans J. Morgenthau, this classic text lays the foundation for the realist school of
thought in international relations. It discusses power dynamics, state behavior, and the
perpetual struggle for dominance in global politics. The book is essential for understanding
the realist perspective on international affairs.

3. Democracy in America
Alexis de Tocqueville's seminal work provides a comprehensive analysis of American
political culture and democratic institutions in the early 19th century. It examines the
strengths and potential weaknesses of democracy, including issues of equality, liberty, and
social participation. The book remains highly relevant for discussions on political systems
and democratic theory.

4. The Logic of Collective Action
Mancur Olson's influential book investigates why individuals often fail to act in their
collective interest without coercion or incentives. It provides a theoretical framework for
understanding group behavior, public goods, and political mobilization. This work is
fundamental for papers focused on political participation and interest groups.

5. Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy
Joseph A. Schumpeter explores the dynamics of capitalist economies and their relationship
with democratic governance. He introduces the concept of “creative destruction” and
discusses the challenges socialism poses to capitalist democracies. This book is key for
examining economic systems and their political implications.

6. The Origins of Totalitarianism
Hannah Arendt’s profound analysis delves into the rise of totalitarian regimes in the 20th
century, focusing on Nazism and Stalinism. It explores the social, political, and ideological
factors that enable totalitarian rule. The book is critical for understanding authoritarianism
and political repression.



7. Political Order and Political Decay
Francis Fukuyama investigates the development and breakdown of political institutions
throughout history. He discusses how political order is established and why institutions
sometimes fail, causing political decay. This book is valuable for exploring state-building,
governance, and institutional analysis.

8. The Concept of the Political
Carl Schmitt’s influential work examines the fundamental distinction between friend and
enemy as the basis of politics. It challenges liberal democratic assumptions and emphasizes
the role of decision-making power in political life. The book is often referenced in
discussions about sovereignty, authority, and political identity.

9. Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community
Robert D. Putnam's book studies the decline of social capital and civic engagement in the
United States. It analyzes how reduced participation in community and political
organizations affects democracy and social cohesion. The work is essential for
understanding political behavior and the role of civil society.
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  political science term paper topics: Writing a Research Paper in Political Science Lisa A.
Baglione, 2015-03-17 In Writing a Research Paper in Political Science, author Lisa Baglione breaks
down the research paper into its constituent parts and shows students precisely how to complete
each component. The author provides encouragement at each stage and faces pitfalls head on,
giving advice and examples so that students move through each task successfully. Students are
shown how to craft the right research question, find good sources and properly summarize them,
operationalize concepts, design good tests for their hypotheses, and present and analyze
quantitative and qualitative data. Even writing an introduction, coming up with effective headings
and titles, presenting a conclusion, and the important steps of editing and revising are covered.
Practical summaries, recipes for success, worksheets, exercises, and a series of handy checklists
make this a must-have supplement for any writing-intensive political science course. In this Third
Edition, updated sample research topics come from American government, gender studies,
comparative politics, and international relations. And now, more extensive materials are available on
the web, including checklists and worksheets that help students tackle each step, calendar ideas to
help them complete their paper on time, and a glossary.
  political science term paper topics: The Essentials of Political Analysis Philip H Pollock,
Philip H. Pollock III, Barry C. Edwards, 2025-01-28 The Essentials of Political Analysis empowers
students to conduct political research and interpret statistical results, fostering important skills such
as data analysis, critical thinking, and effective communication. In this Seventh Edition, bestselling
authors Philip H. Pollock III and Barry C. Edwards not only make political analysis more accessible
but also demonstrate its relevance and applicability.
  political science term paper topics: Political Science Research Methods Janet Buttolph
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Johnson, H. T. Reynolds, Jason D. Mycoff, 2019-07-04 Understand the “how” and the “why” behind
research in political science. Political Science Research Methods by Janet Buttolph Johnson, H. T.
Reynolds, and Jason D. Mycoff helps you to understand the logic behind research design by guiding
you through a step-by-step process that explains when and why a researcher would pursue different
kinds of methods. The highly anticipated Ninth Edition of this trusted resource provides more
international examples, an increased focus on the role ethics play in the research process, increased
attention to qualitative research methods, and expanded coverage on the role of the internet in
research and analysis.
  political science term paper topics: Working with Political Science Research Methods
Jason D. Mycoff, 2019-07-04 Practice makes perfect. This new, Fifth Edition of Working with Political
Science Research Methods continues to support student learning by offering the perfect opportunity
to practice each of the methods presented in the core text. Designed to be paired with the #em
/em#olitical Science Research Methods 9th edition chapter-for-chapter, the workbook breaks out
each aspect of the research process into manageable parts and features new exercises and updated
data sets. More than half of the book′s exercises are new or updated and feature more international
examples, greater focus on qualitative research methods, and directly correlates with the text′s more
condensed layout. A solutions manual with answers to the workbook is available to adopters.
  political science term paper topics: Teaching Research Methods in Political Science Jeffrey L.
Bernstein, 2021-06-25 Teaching Research Methods in Political Science brings together experienced
instructors to offer a range of perspectives on how to teach courses in political science. It focuses on
numerous topics, including identifying good research questions, measuring key concepts, writing
literature reviews and developing information literacy skills.
  political science term paper topics: Research Methods for Political Science David E.
McNabb, 2020-12-30 The third edition of Research Methods for Political Science retains its effective
approach to helping students learn what to research, why to research and how to research. The text
integrates both quantitative and qualitative approaches to research in one volume and covers such
important topics as research design, specifying research problems, designing questionnaires and
writing questions, designing and carrying out qualitative research and analyzing both quantitative
and qualitative research data. Heavily illustrated, classroom tested, exceptionally readable and
engaging, the text presents statistical methods in a conversational tone to help students surmount
math phobia. Updates to this new edition include: Research topics chapters have been upgraded and
expanded. Two mixed methods design chapters have been added. A new chapter on hermeneutic
analysis designs and research with large data sets. The chapter on multivariate statistics has been
expanded, with an expanded discussion on logistic regression. Tools on how to prepare and present
research findings are now featured in the appendix, allowing instructors more flexibility when
teaching their courses. Research Methods for Political Science will give students the confidence and
knowledge they need to understand the methods and basics skills for data collection, presentation
and analysis.
  political science term paper topics: Writing in Political Science Diane E. Schmidt, 2019-01-14
A complete, professional resource for writing an effective paper in all subfields of political science,
Diane Schmidt’s 25th anniversary edition provides students with a practical, easy-to-follow guide for
writing about political ideas, events, policies, passions, agendas, and processes. It offers additional
formats and guidelines focusing on the growing use of social media and the need for professional
communication in blogs, tweets, forums, media sites, lectures on demand, and postings on websites.
A collection of student papers shows students how to write well for better grades. After reading
Writing in Political Science students will know how to: choose and narrow a research topic;
formulate a research agenda; quickly locate reputable information online; execute a study and write
up findings; use the vocabulary of political science discourse; follow the criteria used to evaluate
student assignments when writing; apply writing skills to an internship, civic engagement project, or
grant proposal; and manage and preserve achievements for career development. New to the Fifth
Edition Locating Research Materials: Updated links to all sources, expansion of appropriate sources



to include mobile sources available through tweets, blogs, forums, and other informal
communication; expansion of tools to include database searching; use of smart phone technology;
and evaluation of source reliability to include commercial sources, Wikipedia, media sites, social
media, and lectures on demand. Creating Evidence: Evaluating data sources on the web including
government databases, non-profits, and special interest/commercial data; and using collaborative
forms of data collection. Includes a new section on Memorandums of Conversations (MEMCON),
essential in recent political controversies. Manuscript Formatting and Reference Styles: Updated
examples of citing internet sites, blogs, forums, lectures on demand, and YouTube.
Format/Examples: Updated exam-writing treatment to include on-line, e-learning, open-book exams,
media applications examples using YouTube and online media; restored legal briefs treatment;
revised proposal examples; revised PowerPoint instructions to include diversity considerations;
expanded formula for standard research papers to include wider disciplinary treatment, expanded
communication techniques, format and examples of appropriate posting for social media and
organizational websites, expanded internship treatment, inclusion of needs-assessment format and
examples. Career Development: Restoration of 3rd edition chapter and expansion of professional
portfolio building including vitae, resume, cover letters, letters of intent, statement of purpose, and
skills/competency discussions. Updated citations for changes in The Chicago Manual of Style, 17th
Edition, 2017 and The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 8th Edition, 2016.
  political science term paper topics: Teaching Undergraduate Political Methodology Brown,
Mitchell, Nordyke, Shane, Thies, Cameron G., 2022-08-12 Providing expert advice from established
scholars in the field of political science, this engaging book imparts informative guidance on
teaching research methods across the undergraduate curriculum. Written in a concise yet
comprehensive style, it illustrates practical and conceptual advice, alongside more detailed chapters
focussing on the different aspects of teaching political methodology.
  political science term paper topics: A Microsoft Excel® Companion to Political Analysis
Philip H. Pollock III, Barry C. Edwards, 2022-01-31 The trusted series of workbooks by Philip H.
Pollock III and Barry C. Edwards continues with A Microsoft Excel®Companion to Political Analysis.
In this new guide, students dive headfirst into actual political data working with the ubiquitous Excel
software. Students learn by doing with new guided examples, annotated screenshots, step-by-step
instructions, and exercises that reflect current scholarly debates in varied subfields of political
science, including American politics, comparative politics, law and courts, and international
relations. Chapters cover all major topics in political data analysis, from descriptive statistics
through logistic regression, all with worked examples and exercises in Excel. No matter their
professional goals, students can gain a leg up for their future careers by developing a working
knowledge of statistics using Excel. By encouraging students to build on their existing familiarity
with the Excel program, instructors can flatten the statistics learning curve and take some of the
intimidation out of the learning process. Gain lost time usually spent troubleshooting software to
provide students with a smooth transition into political analysis.
  political science term paper topics: Teaching Critical Thinking in Political Science Jonathan
Olsen, Vivienne Born, 2025-09-10 This illuminating book provides an overview of best practices to
introduce and develop critical thinking (CT) skills in the political science classroom. Featuring
contributions from leading experts in a range of academic positions and subdisciplines, it presents
perspectives from the various institutional settings that characterize contemporary higher
education.
  political science term paper topics: World Social Science Report 2010 United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 2010-01-01 Social science from Western countries
continues to have the greatest global influence, but the field is expanding rapidly in Asia and Latin
America, particularly in China and Brazil. In sub-Saharan Africa, social scientists from South Africa,
Nigeria andKenya produce 75% of academic publications. In South Asia, barring some centres of
excellence in India, social sciences as a whole have low priority. These are a few of the findings from
World Social Science Report, 2010: Knowledge divides. Produced by the International Social Science



Council (ISSC) and co-published with UNESCO, the Report is the first comprehensive overview of
the field in over a decade. Hundreds of social scientists from around the world contributed their
expertise to the publication. Gudmund Hernes, President of the ISSC, Adebayo Olukoshi, Director of
the United Nations African Institute for Economic Development and Planning (IDEP), Hebe Vessuri,
Director, Venezuelan Institute for Scientific Research (IVIC), and François Héran, Director of
Research, National Institute for Demographic Studies (INED), France, are among the experts who
presented the Report during its official launch at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris on 25 June 2010.
  political science term paper topics: The Political Science Student Writer's Manual and
Reader's Guide Gregory M. Scott, Stephen M. Garrison, 2016-09-22 The Political Science Student
Writer's Manual and Reader's Guide is a practical guide to research, reading, and writing in political
science. The Political Science Student Writer’s Manual and Reader’s Guide, Eighth Edition, is a set
of instructions and exercises that sequentially develop citizenship, academic, and professional skills
while providing students with knowledge about a wide range of political and governmental concepts,
phenomena, and information sources. It begins by teaching beginning students to engage
newspapers and other political media sources critically and analytically. It focuses on the crafts of
writing and scholarship by providing the basics of grammar, style, formats and source citation, and
then introduces students to a variety of rich information resources including the Congressional
Record, Federal Register, and the Library of Congress. Students actively apply their knowledge and
skills by corresponding with their representatives and commenting on pending government
regulations. Part 1 concludes with campaign management, policy analysis, legislation assessment,
and similar exercises that develop student skilled-observation proficiency. Part 2 prepares students
to research, read, write, review, and critique political science scholarship. Finally, Part 3 teaches
advanced students how to investigate public opinion; analyze domestic and international public
policies; author amicus briefs; and participate in the universal community that deliberates the
continuing rich tradition of political philosophy.
  political science term paper topics: Annual Catalogue United States Air Force Academy,
1985
  political science term paper topics: United States Air Force Academy United States Air Force
Academy, 1985
  political science term paper topics: American Political Science Research Guide George W.
Johnson, 2012-12-06 The American PoZiticaZ Science Research Guide to their efforts. Individuals in
administra is a new series dealing generally with Ameri tive positions will also find that the APSRG
offers a means for keeping current on public can government and specifically with public
administration, state and local government, policy questions, despite the normal restric the
legislative and executive branches, and tions of time and circumstance. the judiciary. The key to the
entire program is the use of the data base of the Political Science Series of As an innovative idea, the
APSRG is an approach to political research which focuses upon a the Universal Reference System.
Combining ele single area within the discpline of political ments of the definitive URS Supplement
and a science. The first in a proposed series of refined indexing procedure, the APSRG is pro
softcover research guides, the APSRG is repre duced under the superv~s~on of the same schol
sentative of the guiding principle of provid ars who develop that annual supplement.
  political science term paper topics: Political Science Research Methodology Dr. Lodhi Kaniz
Fatma Niyaz Ahmed, 2023-08-01 Political science research methodology involves systematic
processes for studying political phenomena, including data collection, analysis methods, and study
design, ensuring valid and reliable political research outcomes.
  political science term paper topics: Summaries of Projects Completed National Science
Foundation (U.S.),
  political science term paper topics: Summaries of Projects Completed in Fiscal Year ...
National Science Foundation (U.S.), 1979
  political science term paper topics: Curriculum Handbook with General Information
Concerning ... for the United States Air Force Academy United States Air Force Academy, 2004
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