
political science citation style
political science citation style plays a crucial role in academic writing within the discipline of
political science. Proper citation styles ensure the credibility of research, facilitate the verification of
sources, and maintain academic integrity. Political science scholars often encounter various citation
formats, but some styles are more prevalent due to their suitability for social sciences and political
research. Understanding the nuances of political science citation style helps students, researchers,
and academics present their work professionally and adhere to scholarly standards. This article
explores the most commonly used citation styles in political science, guidelines for in-text citations,
formatting references, and tips for avoiding common citation errors. The discussion also includes an
overview of style manuals and tools that streamline the citation process for political science writing.
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Overview of Common Political Science Citation Styles
Political science citation style is not limited to a single format; it encompasses several citation
systems that are widely accepted in the field. Among the most frequently used are the American
Political Science Association (APSA) style, the Chicago Manual of Style (CMS), and the American
Psychological Association (APA) style. Each style caters to specific needs and preferences, but political
science scholars commonly gravitate toward APSA due to its tailored guidelines for political science
writing.

American Political Science Association (APSA) Style
APSA style is specifically designed for political science disciplines and is the official style
recommended by the American Political Science Association. It combines elements of Chicago style
with unique conventions suitable for political research. APSA emphasizes clarity, consistency, and
thorough documentation of sources, including government documents, legal materials, and empirical
studies.

Chicago Manual of Style (CMS)
Chicago style offers two documentation systems: notes and bibliography, and author-date. The
author-date system is often preferred in political science because it allows concise in-text citations



paired with a comprehensive reference list. Chicago style is versatile and detailed, making it a solid
choice for political science papers requiring extensive source documentation.

American Psychological Association (APA) Style
APA style is widely used in social sciences, including political science, especially when the focus is on
empirical and quantitative research. APA’s author-date citation format facilitates easy reading and
quick source identification. Its guidelines for citing online sources and statistical data are beneficial for
political science research involving digital and data-driven materials.

Guidelines for In-Text Citations in Political Science
In-text citations are essential components of political science citation style, enabling readers to link
ideas and data to their original sources quickly. Different citation styles have distinct requirements for
in-text citation formats, but the primary goal remains consistent: to attribute sources clearly and
avoid plagiarism.

Basic Principles of In-Text Citations
In-text citations typically include the author's last name and the year of publication. Page numbers
may be added when directly quoting or referring to specific parts of the source. Proper placement
within the sentence is integral to maintaining readability and flow.

Examples of In-Text Citations in APSA Style
APSA employs an author-date system for in-text citations. For example, citing a work by Smith from
2020 would appear as (Smith 2020). If referring to a specific page, it would be (Smith 2020, 45).
When multiple authors are involved, APSA provides specific guidelines on abbreviation and listing.

Variations in Chicago and APA Styles
Chicago’s author-date format resembles APSA but may include parentheses and commas differently.
APA style also follows an author-date system, using commas between the author and year, e.g.,
(Smith, 2020). Both styles may require variations for multiple authors or corporate authors.

Reference List Formatting in Political Science
The reference list or bibliography is a critical section in any political science paper, providing full
citations for all sources referenced in the text. Political science citation style in the reference list
ensures uniformity and completeness, facilitating source verification and further reading.



Structure of the Reference List
References should be arranged alphabetically by the last name of the first author. Each entry must
include essential bibliographic details such as author names, publication year, title of the work,
publisher information, and, where applicable, digital object identifiers (DOIs) or URLs.

Formatting Guidelines in APSA Style
APSA reference entries are formatted with the author’s last name followed by initials, the year of
publication, the title in italics or quotation marks depending on the source type, and publication
details. For example, a book citation includes the city and publisher, while journal articles require
volume and issue numbers along with page ranges.

Differences in Chicago and APA Reference Lists
Chicago style bibliography entries often include full first names of authors and use headline-style
capitalization for titles. APA style emphasizes the use of sentence case for article and book titles and
requires the inclusion of DOIs where available. Both styles have specific rules for citing government
reports, web content, and other non-traditional sources common in political science research.

Style Manuals and Citation Tools for Political Science
Using authoritative style manuals and citation tools can greatly enhance the accuracy and efficiency
of applying political science citation style. These resources provide comprehensive guidelines and
automated assistance to ensure compliance with citation standards.

Key Style Manuals
The official APSA Style Manual is the definitive guide for political science citation style. The Chicago
Manual of Style and the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association are also
valuable references, especially when interdisciplinary research is involved.

Citation Management Software
Tools such as Zotero, EndNote, and Mendeley support political science citation style by allowing users
to store, organize, and format references automatically. These programs often provide APSA style
templates and can export bibliographies in various formats, saving time and reducing errors.

Online Citation Generators
Several online citation generators offer quick formatting options for political science citations. While
convenient, it is essential to verify their accuracy against official style manuals to avoid
inconsistencies and mistakes.



Common Citation Mistakes and How to Avoid Them
Accurate citation is vital for maintaining academic integrity in political science research. Common
mistakes can undermine the quality of scholarly work and lead to accusations of plagiarism or
misrepresentation.

Frequent Errors in Political Science Citation Style
Typical errors include incorrect author name formatting, missing publication dates, inconsistent in-
text citation and reference list entries, and improper use of punctuation or italics. Misquoting sources
or failing to cite paraphrased ideas are also common pitfalls.

Strategies to Prevent Citation Errors

Consult the latest edition of the relevant style manual regularly.1.

Use citation management tools to organize and format references.2.

Double-check all citations for consistency between in-text references and the reference list.3.

Review citations for completeness, including all necessary bibliographic details.4.

Seek peer or mentor review focusing on citation accuracy before submission.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the most commonly used citation style in political
science?
The Chicago Manual of Style (author-date system) is the most commonly used citation style in
political science, preferred for its clarity and ease of use in referencing sources.

How do you cite a book in political science using Chicago
author-date style?
In Chicago author-date style, a book citation includes the author's last name, first name, publication
year in parentheses, the book title in italics, and the publisher. For example: Smith, John. 2020.
*Political Theory Today*. Oxford University Press.

Is APA citation style acceptable in political science papers?
Yes, APA citation style is sometimes used in political science, especially in interdisciplinary work



involving psychology or social sciences, but Chicago author-date is generally preferred within the
discipline.

How do you cite a journal article in political science using
Chicago author-date style?
A journal article citation in Chicago author-date style includes the author's last name and first name,
year of publication in parentheses, article title in quotation marks, journal title in italics, volume
number, issue number, and page numbers. For example: Doe, Jane. (2022). "Democracy and
Development." *Journal of Political Science* 45, no. 3: 234-256.

What are the key differences between Chicago notes and
bibliography style and author-date style in political science?
Chicago notes and bibliography style uses footnotes or endnotes for citations along with a
bibliography, providing detailed source information, while author-date style uses parenthetical
citations within the text and a reference list, which is often preferred for political science writing due
to its simplicity and clarity.

How should government documents be cited in political
science according to Chicago style?
Government documents in Chicago style are cited by authoring agency, publication year, title in
italics, and report number if applicable, followed by the publisher or agency location. For example:
U.S. Department of State. 2021. *Annual Human Rights Report*. Government Printing Office.

Are there any online tools recommended for managing
political science citations?
Yes, tools like Zotero, EndNote, and Mendeley are widely recommended for managing citations in
political science. They support Chicago style and other relevant formats, and help organize sources
and generate bibliographies efficiently.

Additional Resources
1. “The Chicago Manual of Style”
This comprehensive guide is widely used for citation and formatting in many academic disciplines,
including political science. It offers detailed instructions on documenting sources, including books,
articles, government documents, and electronic resources. The Chicago style is known for its
flexibility, providing both author-date and notes-bibliography systems, which are particularly useful
for political science research.

2. “Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA)”
The APA manual is a popular citation style in the social sciences, including political science. It
emphasizes clarity, precision, and the ethical presentation of research. This guide provides specific
rules for citing various types of sources, formatting papers, and structuring references, which help
political science scholars maintain consistency in their work.



3. “MLA Handbook”
Though primarily used in humanities, the MLA Handbook is sometimes utilized in political science,
especially in interdisciplinary studies. It offers straightforward guidelines for citing sources and
formatting manuscripts. The MLA style’s emphasis on authorship and concise citation makes it a
useful alternative for political science students focusing on qualitative analysis.

4. “A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations” by Kate L. Turabian
This book adapts the Chicago style specifically for students and researchers, making it highly relevant
for political science academic writing. It covers research, writing, and citation techniques, providing
practical advice for formatting papers and bibliographies. Turabian’s manual is especially helpful for
graduate students preparing theses or dissertations.

5. “Cite Right: A Quick Guide to Citation Styles — MLA, APA, Chicago, the Sciences, Professions, and
More” by Charles Lipson
Lipson’s guide offers clear explanations of multiple citation styles used in political science and related
fields. It helps readers understand when and how to cite sources properly, avoiding plagiarism. The
book includes examples tailored to political science materials, such as government reports and legal
documents.

6. “The Oxford Guide to Style”
This guide provides a detailed overview of British English style and citation formats, which can be
useful for political scientists working with UK-based sources or publishing internationally. It covers
grammar, punctuation, and citation rules, helping scholars maintain consistency and professionalism
in their writing.

7. “Political Science Research Methods” by Janet Buttolph Johnson and H.T. Reynolds
While primarily a methods textbook, this book includes sections on proper citation and referencing in
political science research. It emphasizes the importance of documenting sources to support empirical
findings and theoretical arguments. The guidance on citation practices helps students produce
credible and ethical research papers.

8. “The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation”
The Bluebook is essential for political science scholars dealing with legal materials, government
documents, and policy analysis. It provides exhaustive rules for citing cases, statutes, treaties, and
administrative materials. Mastery of this citation style is critical for accurately referencing legal
sources in political science writing.

9. “Doing a Literature Review in Health and Social Care: A Practical Guide” by Helen Aveyard
Though focused on health and social care, this book offers valuable advice on citation and source
management applicable to political science literature reviews. It teaches readers how to organize
references, cite correctly, and critically evaluate sources. The practical approach aids political science
researchers in constructing systematic and well-documented literature reviews.
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  political science citation style: Student's Guide for Writing in Political Science Andre
Martel, 1997 This concise methodological guide is geared to undergraduates making the transition
between descriptive and analytical work. Many aspects of study and writing are explored: posing a
general political problem, active reading, approaches to research, textual analysis, the linking of
ideas and data, building an argument, sourcing styles in English and French, publishing outlets and
book reviews. An indispensable tool for beginning students and for those revisiting the field.
  political science citation style: Style Manual for Political Science American Political Science
Association, 2018-11 APSA's Style Manual for Political Science prepares authors for manuscript
submission with sections that include: preparation, writing (punctuation and style), parenthetical
citations, notes, tables and figures, and additional resources. The Manual acts as an umbrella
submission guide for APSA's four member-wide journals and many section journals.
  political science citation style: Political Science - Research Methodology Dr. Lodhi Kaniz
Fatma Niyaz Ahmed, 2023-08-01 Political Science Research Methodology involves systematic
techniques for data collection, analysis, and interpretation, studying political phenomena and
behavior to understand and explain political processes and systems.
  political science citation style: APA Style & Citations For Dummies Joe Giampalmi,
2021-04-09 Write right in for scholarly success While world-renowned for the precision and clarity it
lends to scholarly writing, keeping track of APA style's exacting standards can be demanding (at
times even excruciating!) for initiates and seasoned writers alike. Created and governed by the
American Psychological Association, it provides a universal style for formatting, citations, and
footnotes in psychological research, behavioral and social science journals, and beyond. Getting up
to speed is tough stuff, but once you've got it, your work will have that easy-to-follow scholarly
authority that will get high marks from your professors and peers alike. Your friendly,
frustration-free guide for this adventure in simplifying APA style is Joe Giampalmi, who has taught
more than 100 APA-style composition courses to college students. He takes the pain of following APA
style away by breaking it down to its essential elements and focusing on the important stuff students
encounter most. You'll work through specific, real-life examples of using APA style for psychology,
criminology, business, and nursing papers. In addition to demystifying the intricacies of formatting
and citation, APA Style & Citations For Dummies has got you covered in all matters of grammar and
punctuation—as well as guidance on how APA style can help you negotiate issues around the ethics
of authorship and the importance of word choice in reducing bias. Develop conciseness and clarity
Pay attention to flow, structure, and logic in your writing Know when, why, how, and what to cite
Keep your writing ethically conscious and bias-free Writing in APA style is something that almost all
students will need to do at some point: APA Style & Citations For Dummies is a must-have desk
reference to know how to win the approval of your professors—and earn the marks you need for
success!
  political science citation style: Scholarly Communication and the Publish or Perish Pressures
of Academia Munigal, Achala, 2016-10-17 The promotion and dissemination of knowledge is a crucial
part of the academic community. This is accomplished through the publication of new research
through both traditional and emerging venues. Scholarly Communication and the Publish or Perish
Pressures of Academia is an authoritative reference source for the latest material on methods and
available networks for the publication of contemporary academic research. Highlighting innovative
writing styles, ethical considerations, and marketing avenues, this book is ideally designed for
researchers, upper-level students, scholars, professionals, and practitioners actively involved in the
publication of academic research.
  political science citation style: The American Political Science Review Westel Woodbury
Willoughby, John Archibald Fairlie, Frederic Austin Ogg, 1916 American Political Science Review
(APSR) is the longest running publication of the American Political Science Association (APSA). It
features research from all fields of political science and contains an extensive book review section of
the discipline.



  political science citation style: Reference and Information Services Kay Ann Cassell, Uma
Hiremath, 2013 Search skills of today bear little resemblance to searches through print publications.
Reference service has become much more complex than in the past, and is in a constant state of flux.
Learning the skill sets of a worthy reference librarian can be challenging, unending, rewarding,
and-- yes, fun.
  political science citation style: Research and Writing in International Relations Laura
Roselle, Joel T. Shelton, Sharon Spray, 2025-01-22 Research and Writing in International Relations,
Fourth Edition, offers the step-by-step guidance and the essential resources needed to compose
political science papers that go beyond description and into systematic and sophisticated inquiry.
This book provides concise, easy-to-use advice to help students develop more advanced papers
through step-by-step descriptions, examples, and resources for every stage of the paper writing
process. The book focuses on areas where students often need guidance: understanding how
international relations theory fits into research, finding a topic, developing a question, reviewing the
literature, designing research, and last, writing the paper. Including current and detailed coverage
on how to start research in the discipline’s major subfields, Research and Writing in International
Relations gives students a classroom-tested approach that leads to better research and writing in
introductory and advanced classes. New to the Fourth Edition: Expanded guidance on formulating
and refining effective research questions Recommendations for navigating the use of information
sources popular with students, such as social networks, podcasts, and other digital media Additional
focus on areas of particular challenge for students, such as avoiding plagiarism Advice on how to
responsibly use AI to assist in the research and writing process Revised topic chapters that include
updates to the scholarly literature and data sources New resources on research topics of special
interest to students, including global climate change, international pandemic response, and
democratic backsliding
  political science citation style: Scholarly Ethics and Publishing: Breakthroughs in Research
and Practice Management Association, Information Resources, 2019-03-01 A vital component of any
publishing project is the ethical dimensions, which can refer to varied categories of practice: from
conducting a proper peer review to using proper citation in research. With the implementation of
technology in research and publishing, it is important for today’s researchers to address the
standards of scientific research and publishing practices to avoid unethical behavior. Scholarly
Ethics and Publishing: Breakthroughs in Research and Practice is an essential reference source that
discusses various aspects of ethical values in academic settings including methods and tools to
prevent and detect plagiarism, strategies for the principled gathering of data, and best practices for
conducting and citing research. It also assists researchers in navigating the field of scholarly
publishing through a careful analysis of multidisciplinary research topics and recent trends in the
industry. Highlighting a range of pertinent topics such as academic writing, publication process, and
research methodologies, this publication is an ideal reference source for researchers, graduate
students, academicians, librarians, scholars, and industry-leading experts around the globe.
  political science citation style: The Rowman & Littlefield Guide to Writing with Sources
James P. Davis, 2007 The Rowman and Littlefield Guide to Writing with Sources offers a thorough
and up-to-date discussion of plagiarism and the proper use of sources. The third edition, with new
introductory material using current events to highlight the importance of writing ethics and clarity,
incorporates the latest revisions to MLA, CSE, and CMS styles. Featuring sample writing and style
sheets, this succinct handbook helps writers of all levels and disciplines to assess, quote, cite, and
present information from a variety of sources.
  political science citation style: Problems of Communism , 1984
  political science citation style: Harnessing the Power of Google Christopher C. Brown,
2017-06-09 This informative and practical book teaches how to get better and faster results from
Internet searches and methods for maximizing the potential of the world's most popular search
engine. Mastering Internet research skills is a must for today's information professionals and LIS
students, as well as for educators and all high school and college students. But without specific



instruction in how to conduct online research, people are destined to waste time in their Internet
queries or to come up emptyhanded when the information they're seeking is, in fact, available.
Harnessing the Power of Google: What Every Researcher Should Know offers simple strategies that
streamline research and improve anyone's search results. It will specifically benefit information
professionals, students, and academic researchers in disciplines like international studies, political
science, and statistical research. Illustrated with helpful screen shots, this handbook will be an
often-consulted desk reference and can serve as a workshop guide or supplementary reading in
courses on online research skills. The book starts with a review of general guidelines for searching
that covers topics like the difference between primary and secondary sources, determining
authority, citing sources, indexing, and ranking before addressing Google's power-searching
features, such as the ability to search by top-level Internet domain or file type. The book describes
the history of information access over the past century, culminating in today's digital information
archives and how Google now augments—not replaces—what libraries provide. The three Google
interfaces that together comprise a powerful toolkit are covered in detail: Google Web for finding
primary source materials; Google Scholar for full text searching of scholarly, peer-reviewed
material; and Google Books for searching the full text of a very high percentage of books.
  political science citation style: The Rowman & Littlefield Guide to Writing with Sources
,
  political science citation style: Cite Right, Second Edition Charles Lipson, 2011-05-15 In
his bestselling guide, Doing Honest Work in College: How to Prepare Citations, Avoid Plagiarism,
and Achieve Real Academic Success, veteran teacher Charles Lipson brought welcome clarity to the
principles of academic honesty as well as to the often murky issues surrounding plagiarism in the
digital age. Thousands of students have turned to Lipson for no-nonsense advice on how to cite
sources properly—and avoid plagiarism—when writing their research papers. With his latest book,
Cite Right, Lipson once again provides much-needed counsel in a concise and affordable handbook
for students and researchers. Building on Doing Honest Work in College, Lipson’s new book offers a
wealth of information on an even greater range of citation styles and details the intricacies of many
additional kinds of sources. Lipson’s introductory essay, Why Cite, explains the reasons it is so
important to use citations—and to present them accurately—in research writing. In subsequent
chapters, Lipson explains the main citation styles students and researchers are likely to encounter in
their academic work: Chicago; MLA; APA; CSE (biological sciences); AMA (medical sciences); ACS
(chemistry, mathematics, and computer science); physics, astrophysics, and astronomy; Bluebook
and ALWD (law); and AAA (anthropology and ethnography). His discussions of these styles are
presented simply and clearly with examples drawn from a wide range of source types crossing all
disciplines, from the arts and humanities to science, law, and medicine. Based on deep experience in
the academic trenches, Cite Right is an accessible, one-stop resource—a must-have guide for
students and researchers alike who need to prepare citations in any of the major disciplines and
professional studies.
  political science citation style: Student's Guide to Writing College Papers Kate L. Turabian,
2010-04-15 High school students, two-year college students, and university students all need to
know how to write a well-reasoned, coherent research paper—and for decades Kate Turabian’s
Student’s Guide to Writing College Papers has helped them to develop this critical skill. In the new
fourth edition of Turabian’s popular guide, the team behind Chicago’s widely respected The Craft of
Research has reconceived and renewed this classic for today’s generation. Designed for less
advanced writers than Turabian’s Manual of Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations,
Seventh Edition, Gregory G. Colomb and Joseph M. Williams here introduce students to the art of
defining a topic, doing high-quality research with limited resources, and writing an engaging and
solid college paper. The Student’s Guide is organized into three sections that lead students through
the process of developing and revising a paper. Part 1, Writing Your Paper, guides students through
the research process with discussions of choosing and developing a topic, validating sources,
planning arguments, writing drafts, avoiding plagiarism, and presenting evidence in tables and



figures. Part 2, Citing Sources, begins with a succinct introduction to why citation is important and
includes sections on the three major styles students might encounter in their work—Chicago, MLA,
and APA—all with full coverage of electronic source citation. Part 3, Style, covers all matters of style
important to writers of college papers, from punctuation to spelling to presenting titles, names, and
numbers. With the authority and clarity long associated with the name Turabian, the fourth edition
of Student’s Guide to Writing College Papers is both a solid introduction to the research process and
a convenient handbook to the best practices of writing college papers. Classroom tested and filled
with relevant examples and tips, this is a reference that students, and their teachers, will turn to
again and again.
  political science citation style: Cite Right Charles Lipson, 2018-12-14 Updated Edition: “An
invaluable tool for researchers who must cite sources in their writing . . . you’ll want to keep it
within easy reach of your keyboard.” —Technical Communications Cite Right is the perfect guide for
anyone who needs to learn a new citation style or who needs an easy reference to Chicago, MLA,
APA, AMA, and other styles. Each chapter serves as a quick guide that introduces the basics of a
style, explains who might use it, and then presents an abundance of examples. This edition includes
updates reflecting the most recent editions of The Chicago Manual of Style and the MLA Handbook.
With this book, students and researchers can move smoothly among styles with confidence that they
are getting it right.
  political science citation style: Thesis Writing: Manual For All Researchers F Abdul
Rahim, 2007 Is A Practical Reference Guide Designed To Focus On The Specific And Varied
Requirements Of Researchers And Advisors. The Book Focuses On A Standardized Style And Format
For Writing A Thesis, Features The Guidelines Suggested By The Mla And The Apa, And Explains
And Illustrates The Number System And The Traditional Footnote Style. The Book Includes A
Comprehensive Treatment Of Thesis Organization And Documentation And Extensive Specimen
Pages Of The Various Elements Of The Thesis.Problem Areas Such As Thesis Statements, Quotation
Handling And Paraphrasing Without Plagiarism, And Documentation Of Multivolume Works Are
Effectively Exemplified. Also Included Are A Detailed Chapter On Punctuation And Mechanics, A
Chapter On Some Reminders On The Question Of Style, And A Thesis Evaluation Form. Guidelines
For Writing A Research Paper, Along With Some Writing Samples, Are Also Incorporated. A Thesis
Typing Guide Sheet Accompanies The Book. Thus This Manual Is A Friend In Need For The
Researcher.
  political science citation style: Plagiarism Education and Prevention Cara Bradley,
2011-02-17 Academic librarians and university instructors worldwide are grappling with an
increasing incidence of student plagiarism. Recent publications urge educators to prevent
plagiarism by teaching students about the issue, and some have advocated the value of a
subject-specific approach to plagiarism prevention education. There is, however, a complete lack of
resources and guidance for librarians and instructors who want to adopt this approach in their
teaching. This book opens with a brief overview of plagiarism today, followed by arguments in favour
of a subject-based approach. The rest of the book is divided into academic subject areas and features
an overview of the major issues in that subject area, followed by a high profile and engaging case
within the discipline. - Subject-based approach to highlight the differing issues and conventions of
various disciplines - Real-life cases to capture student attention and illustrate the implications of
plagiarism in academia and beyond - Discussion questions to ensure an active and engaging student
learning experience
  political science citation style: Writing Up Your University Assignments And Research
Projects Murray, Neil, Hughes, Geraldine, 2008-04-01 Academic writing can be a daunting prospect
for new undergraduates and postgraduates alike, regardless of whether they are home or overseas
students. This accessible book provides them/students with all they need to know to produce
excellent written work. Neil Murray from University of South Australia. -- BACK COVER.
  political science citation style: Political Science Journal Information Fenton S. Martin,
Robert Goehlert, 1990
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