
polly klaas case analysis

polly klaas case analysis explores the tragic abduction and murder of Polly Klaas, a case
that had a profound impact on child safety laws and criminal investigations in the United
States. This analysis delves into the circumstances surrounding Polly Klaas's
disappearance, the investigation process, the legal proceedings against the perpetrator,
and the broader implications for law enforcement and public policy. The case remains one
of the most notable crimes of the 1990s, highlighting challenges in missing children cases
and prompting changes in how such incidents are managed. This article provides a
detailed examination of the facts, the investigative techniques, and the outcomes of the
case. Additionally, it discusses the legacy of Polly Klaas in terms of advocacy and
legislative reforms. The following sections offer a comprehensive overview of the case
from its inception to its lasting impact.

Background and Disappearance

Investigation and Search Efforts

Perpetrator Identification and Arrest

Legal Proceedings and Trial

Impact on Child Safety Laws

Legacy and Advocacy

Background and Disappearance
The Polly Klaas case analysis begins with an overview of Polly Klaas's background and the
circumstances of her disappearance. Polly was a twelve-year-old girl living in Petaluma,
California, known for her bright personality and love of storytelling. On the evening of
October 1, 1993, Polly was kidnapped from her home during a slumber party. The
abduction shocked the community and quickly drew national attention due to the
seemingly random nature of the crime and Polly’s young age.

Details of the Abduction
On the night of the abduction, Polly was in her bedroom with friends when a man entered
the house and took her. The intruder reportedly used a knife to threaten the children,
forcing Polly to leave with him. This sudden and violent event triggered an immediate
response from her family and local authorities.



Initial Response
Polly’s mother and friends quickly called the police after the abduction was discovered.
The initial response involved securing the crime scene, interviewing witnesses, and
launching a search. The urgency of the situation underscored the need for swift action in
missing child cases.

Investigation and Search Efforts
The investigation phase in the Polly Klaas case analysis highlights the extensive efforts
undertaken by law enforcement agencies to locate Polly and identify her abductor. The
search combined local police work with federal assistance, including the FBI. Multiple
strategies were employed to gather evidence and generate leads.

Search Operations
Search teams conducted ground searches, aerial surveillance, and door-to-door canvassing
in the surrounding areas. Canine units and volunteer organizations also participated in the
efforts to find Polly. The community was mobilized to distribute flyers and raise
awareness.

Media and Public Involvement
The case received extensive media coverage, which helped keep the public informed and
involved. Television specials and news broadcasts urged anyone with information to come
forward. The widespread publicity was a double-edged sword, aiding the search but also
complicating investigative efforts.

Challenges Faced During Investigation
Investigators encountered several challenges, including limited physical evidence and
conflicting eyewitness accounts. The abductor’s ability to evade capture for a time
prolonged the investigation and increased the emotional toll on Polly’s family and the
community.

Perpetrator Identification and Arrest
Central to the polly klaas case analysis is the identification and apprehension of the
individual responsible for the crime. The breakthrough in the case came through a
combination of forensic evidence and witness testimonies that eventually led to the
suspect’s arrest.



Identification of the Suspect
The primary suspect was Richard Allen Davis, a convicted felon with a history of violent
offenses. Evidence linked Davis to the crime scene, including items found near Polly’s
home and DNA analysis. Witnesses also provided descriptions that matched Davis.

Arrest and Custody
Davis was arrested several days after Polly’s disappearance. Upon arrest, he initially
denied involvement but later confessed to the kidnapping and murder. His confession
provided critical information about Polly’s final hours and the location of her remains.

Legal Proceedings and Trial
The polly klaas case analysis includes an examination of the judicial process that followed
the suspect’s arrest. The trial was high-profile, drawing significant media attention and
public interest. Legal strategies and the outcome of the trial are key components of this
case study.

Charges and Prosecution
Richard Allen Davis was charged with first-degree murder, kidnapping, and other related
crimes. The prosecution presented extensive evidence, including forensic data, witness
statements, and Davis’s confession. The case underscored the complexities involved in
prosecuting violent crimes against children.

Defense and Trial Proceedings
The defense attempted to challenge the evidence and question the reliability of the
confession. However, the overwhelming evidence against Davis led to a conviction. The
trial lasted several weeks and included testimonies from law enforcement, forensic
experts, and Polly’s family.

Verdict and Sentencing
Davis was found guilty and sentenced to death. The verdict reflected the severity of the
crime and the community’s demand for justice. The sentencing phase also involved
discussions about capital punishment and the legal system’s role in handling such cases.

Impact on Child Safety Laws
The polly klaas case analysis reveals significant legislative and policy changes that
emerged in response to the tragedy. The case served as a catalyst for improving child



protection laws and enhancing law enforcement capabilities in missing children
investigations.

Legislative Reforms
Following the case, several states enacted stricter laws related to kidnapping and child
abduction. These reforms included harsher penalties for offenders and improved protocols
for responding to missing children reports. The federal government also introduced
measures to streamline information sharing among agencies.

Advancements in Law Enforcement Practices
The case highlighted the importance of coordinated search efforts and rapid response.
Law enforcement agencies adopted new technologies and training programs to better
handle similar cases. This included the use of Amber Alerts and improved forensic
techniques.

Legacy and Advocacy
The lasting legacy of the polly klaas case analysis is seen in ongoing advocacy for child
safety and awareness. Polly’s family and supporters have worked to ensure that her
memory contributes to preventing future tragedies.

Polly Klaas Foundation
The Polly Klaas Foundation was established to support families of missing children and
promote child safety education. The organization provides resources and assistance during
abduction cases and works to raise public awareness about the risks children face.

Public Awareness and Education
Educational programs inspired by the case teach children and parents about personal
safety and the importance of reporting suspicious activities. Community outreach efforts
continue to stress vigilance and preparedness.

Influence on National Policies
The case influenced national policies regarding missing children, including the expansion
of the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children and the implementation of the
Amber Alert system nationwide. These measures have proven critical in improving
recovery rates for abducted children.



Key Takeaways from the Polly Klaas Case Analysis

The importance of swift and coordinated law enforcement response in missing child
cases.

The role of forensic evidence and witness cooperation in solving abduction cases.

The impact of media coverage on public awareness and investigation efforts.

The necessity for legislative reforms to protect children and deter offenders.

The ongoing need for advocacy and education to prevent child abductions.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Polly Klaas and what happened in her case?
Polly Klaas was a 12-year-old girl who was abducted from her home in Petaluma,
California, in 1993. She was kidnapped during a slumber party and later tragically
murdered by Richard Allen Davis, the perpetrator.

What were the key factors that led to Polly Klaas's
abduction?
The key factors included a window left open at her home, the presence of a slumber party
which may have distracted adults, and the opportunity taken by Richard Allen Davis, who
was a convicted felon and had a history of violent crimes.

How did law enforcement respond to Polly Klaas's
disappearance?
Law enforcement launched a massive search operation involving local, state, and federal
agencies. They used search dogs, helicopters, and coordinated efforts with the community
to find Polly Klaas but were ultimately unsuccessful in preventing her murder.

What impact did the Polly Klaas case have on child
safety laws?
The case led to increased awareness and changes in child safety laws, including the
implementation of the 'Three Strikes' law in California, which imposed harsher sentences
on repeat offenders to prevent similar tragedies.



Who was Richard Allen Davis and what was his role in
the Polly Klaas case?
Richard Allen Davis was the convicted kidnapper and murderer of Polly Klaas. He had a
criminal history and was found guilty of her abduction and murder, ultimately receiving a
death sentence.

What investigative techniques were used in the Polly
Klaas case?
Investigators used forensic evidence, witness interviews, and psychological profiling. They
also utilized media coverage to appeal for public assistance, which played a role in
gathering tips and leads.

How did the Polly Klaas case influence public awareness
about child abduction?
The case heightened public awareness about the dangers of child abduction and led to
increased advocacy for child safety measures, such as educating children about stranger
danger and encouraging community vigilance.

What lessons were learned from the Polly Klaas case for
future law enforcement procedures?
One major lesson was the importance of rapid response and coordinated multi-agency
efforts in missing child cases. It also underscored the need for improved preventative
measures, community involvement, and support systems for at-risk children.

Additional Resources
1. Echoes of Polly: The Tragic Kidnapping and Its Impact
This book provides a comprehensive analysis of the Polly Klaas case, exploring the events
leading up to her abduction and the subsequent investigation. It delves into the emotional
toll on her family and community, highlighting how the case brought national attention to
child safety issues. The author also examines the legal and social changes prompted by
this tragedy.

2. Justice for Polly: A Case Study in Child Abduction
Focusing on the criminal investigation, this book offers a detailed breakdown of the
investigative techniques used in the Polly Klaas case. It discusses law enforcement
coordination, forensic evidence, and the challenges faced during the search and
prosecution. The narrative emphasizes lessons learned and reforms in missing children
protocols.

3. Vanished: Understanding the Polly Klaas Kidnapping
This book takes a psychological and sociological approach to the Polly Klaas case,
analyzing the motives behind kidnappings and the vulnerabilities that lead to such crimes.



It explores the community’s response and the media’s role in shaping public perception.
The author also discusses prevention strategies and support systems for affected families.

4. Polly Klaas and the Fight Against Child Abduction
Highlighting advocacy efforts, this volume chronicles how Polly Klaas’s case sparked
legislative changes and grassroots campaigns aimed at protecting children. It details the
efforts of nonprofit organizations and policymakers in improving child safety laws. The
book serves as both a tribute and a call to action for ongoing vigilance.

5. Behind the Headlines: Media Coverage of the Polly Klaas Case
This analysis examines how media outlets reported on the Polly Klaas kidnapping,
assessing the impact of sensationalism and ethical journalism. It discusses the balance
between raising public awareness and respecting the privacy of victims and families. The
book also considers the long-term effects of media coverage on similar cases.

6. The Last Hours: Reconstructing Polly Klaas’s Abduction
A meticulous reconstruction of the timeline during the critical hours of Polly Klaas’s
disappearance, this book uses eyewitness accounts, police reports, and forensic data. It
provides insight into the investigative hurdles and the community’s desperate search
efforts. The detailed narrative sheds light on what could be learned to prevent future
tragedies.

7. Protecting Our Children: Lessons from the Polly Klaas Tragedy
This book focuses on policy and prevention, using the Polly Klaas case as a pivotal
example to discuss child protection measures. It reviews school safety protocols,
community awareness programs, and the development of Amber Alerts. The author
advocates for continued improvements based on past cases.

8. Inside the Mind of a Kidnapper: The Polly Klaas Case Explored
Offering a criminal psychology perspective, this book explores the mindset of the
perpetrator in the Polly Klaas case. It analyzes behavioral patterns, motivations, and risk
factors associated with child abductors. The book aims to provide law enforcement and the
public with better understanding to aid in prevention and profiling.

9. Polly Klaas: A Family’s Journey Through Grief and Hope
This poignant narrative shares the personal story of the Klaas family as they cope with loss
and seek justice. It highlights their resilience, advocacy work, and the emotional
challenges faced by families of missing children. The book also discusses the support
networks that help families navigate such crises.
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  polly klaas case analysis: Polly Klaas Barry Bortnick, 1995 On October 1, 1993, Polly Klaas,
13, was kidnapped from a slumber party in her own home in Petaluma, California. After two months
of an intensive blitz and manhunt, the police caught Richard Allen Davis, who led them to her
murdered body. The trial of Davis is set to begin on June 1, 1995. Includes 16 pages of photos.
  polly klaas case analysis: The Social Amplification of Risk Nick Pidgeon, Roger E. Kasperson,
Paul Slovic, 2003-07-10 This volume, edited by three of the world's leading analysts of risk and its
communication, brings together contributions from a group of international experts working in the
field of risk perception and risk communication. Key conceptual issues are discussed as well as a
range of recent case studies (spanning BSE and food safety, AIDS/HIV, nuclear power, child
protection, Y2K, electromagnetic fields, and waste incineration) that take forward the
state-of-the-art in risk amplification theory. The volume also draws attention to lessons for public
policy, risk management and risk communication practice.
  polly klaas case analysis: In the Laboratory Barbara J. Davis, 2007 An illustrated look at the
laboratory techniques used to investigate violent crime, which explores fingerprint analysis,
firearms, trace evidence, and DNA and discusses real cases.
  polly klaas case analysis: Science Beats Crime John Perritano, 2011 Criminals can run, but
they can seldom hide-especially when scientists are on the case! Learn how police and crime scene
investigators use scientific techniques to solve crimes and convict criminals. From the latest
fingerprint technology, to DNA, to a body farm where scientists study decomposing bodies, science
helps police make sure that crime truly doesn't pay. Book jacket.
  polly klaas case analysis: In Light of All Darkness Kim Cross, 2023-10-03 Paced like a thriller
and full of insider information, this book embeds readers in one of the most famous true-crime
stories of our generation—the kidnapping of Polly Klaas. On October 1, 1993, a 12-year-old girl was
kidnapped at knifepoint from her bedroom in Petaluma, California, during a sleepover with two
friends, while her mother slept soundly in the room next door. This rarest of all kidnappings—a
stranger abduction from the home—triggered one of the largest manhunts in FBI history. New York
Times bestselling author Kim Cross has written the first comprehensive account of what happened
on that fateful night in October, as well as how the case forever transformed the Bureau’s approach
to solving crimes. With unprecedented access to case files, crime scene photos, a videotaped murder
confession, and inside sources, In Light of All Darkness follows the investigators who pieced
together the evidence that led to the arrest and conviction of the kidnapper—and made the victim a
household name and a girl who will never be forgotten.
  polly klaas case analysis: Sex Crimes: Oxford Bibliographies Online Research Guide
Karen Terry, 2010-05 This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars and students of
criminology find reliable sources of information by directing them to the best available scholarly
materials in whatever form or format they appear from books, chapters, and journal articles to
online archives, electronic data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international authority on the
subject, the ebook provides bibliographic information supported by direct recommendations about
which sources to consult and editorial commentary to make it clear how the cited sources are
interrelated related. A reader will discover, for instance, the most reliable introductions and
overviews to the topic, and the most important publications on various areas of scholarly interest
within this topic. In criminology, as in other disciplines, researchers at all levels are drowning in
potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has been created as a tool for cutting through
that material to find the exact source you need. This ebook is a static version of an article from
Oxford Bibliographies Online: Criminology, a dynamic, continuously updated, online resource
designed to provide authoritative guidance through scholarship and other materials relevant to the
study and practice of criminology. Oxford Bibliographies Online covers most subject disciplines
within the social science and humanities, for more information visit www.aboutobo.com.
  polly klaas case analysis: Cold Case Research Resources for Unidentified, Missing, and
Cold Homicide Cases Silvia Pettem, 2012-07-27 Cases in which all investigative leads appear to be
exhausted are frustrating for both investigators and victims families. Cold cases can range from



those only a few months old to others that go back for decades. Presenting profiles and actual case
histories, Cold Case Research: Resources for Unidentified, Missing and Cold Homicide Cases
illustrat
  polly klaas case analysis: Psychology, Sixth Edition in Modules David G. Myers, 2001-07 The
hardcover, spiralbound edition of Myers's new modular version of Psychology, 6/e.
  polly klaas case analysis: Judgments, Decisions, and Public Policy Mothakapalli Venkatappa
Rajeev Gowda, Jeffrey C. Fox, 2002 Behavioral decision theory draws on experimental research in
cognitive psychology to provide a descriptively accurate model of human behavior. It shows that
people systematically violate the normative assumptions of economic rationality by miscalculating
probabilities and making choices based on one-economic criteria. Behavioral decision theory s ability
to capture the complexity of human judgments and choices makes it a useful foundation for
improving public policy analysis, design, and implementation. This volume showcases the research
of leading scholars who are working on applications of behavioral decision theory in diverse policy
settings. It is designed to give policy analysts and practitioners who are non-psychologists a clearer
understanding of the complexities of human judgment and choice, and an idea of how to integrate
behavioral decision theoretic insights into the policy sciences. This interdisciplinary volume should
be insightful and useful wherever people s judgments and choices matter for policy formulation,
acceptance, and effectiveness.
  polly klaas case analysis: Sex-Related Homicide and Death Investigation Vernon J. Geberth,
2010-06-24 Remember: Do it right the first time. You only get one chance.Vernon J. Geberth, M.S.,
M.P.S., 1980, Homicide and Forensic Consultant, Author of Practical Homicide Investigation and the
Series Editor of Practical Aspects of Criminal and Forensic Investigations.In Practical Homicide
Investigation, renowned author and investigator Vernon J. Gebert
  polly klaas case analysis: Criminal Justice Policy and Planning Wayne N. Welsh, Philip W.
Harris, 2016-03-31 Unlike other textbooks on the subject, Criminal Justice Policy and Planning:
Planned Change, Fifth Edition, presents a comprehensive and structured account of the process of
administering planned change in the criminal justice system. Welsh and Harris detail a simple yet
sophisticated seven-stage model, which offers students and practitioners a full account of program
and policy development from beginning to end. The authors thoughtfully discuss the steps: analyzing
a problem; setting goals and objectives; designing the program or policy; action planning;
implementing and monitoring; evaluating outcomes; and reassessing and reviewing. Within these
steps, students focus on performing essential procedures, such as conducting a systems analysis,
specifying an impact model, identifying target populations, making cost projections, collecting
monitoring data, and performing evaluations. In reviewing these steps and procedures, students can
develop a full appreciation for the challenges inherent in the process and understand the tools that
they require to meet those challenges. To provide for a greater understanding of the material, the
text uses a wide array of real-life case studies and examples of programs and policies. Examples
include policies such as Restorative Justice, Justice Reinvestment, Stop-and-Frisk, and the Brady Act,
and programs such as drug courts, community-based violence prevention, and halfway houses. By
examining the successes and failures of various innovations, the authors demonstrate both the
ability of rational planning to make successful improvements and the tendency of unplanned change
to result in undesirable outcomes. The result is a powerful argument for the use of logic,
deliberation, and collaboration in criminal justice innovations.
  polly klaas case analysis: In Plain Sight Tom Smart, Lee Benson, 2006-04-01 This riveting
inside story of the intense search for the Salt Lake City teenager reveals never-before-told details of
the largest investigation in Utah state history. The firsthand account of Tom Smart, Elizabeth's uncle
and one-time suspect, reveals the details of the flawed police investigation, the media's manipulation
of the family, and the eyewitness account of nine-year-old Mary Katherine Smart that went largely
ignored by investigators. New research is presented on the family background of disturbed street
preacher Brian David Mitchell, who kidnapped Elizabeth as part of a bizarre polygamous plot. Also
examined is the critical role of the media, revealing the essential part played by John Walsh and



others in facilitating Elizabeth's safe return, and the manipulative influence of Fox News and Bill
O'Reilly. Going beyond a mere eyewitness account, the book includes information culled from
interviews with more than 150 people involved in the search and investigation, notes from family
meetings, and memos from law enforcement officials.
  polly klaas case analysis: The Privatization of Policing Brian Forst, Peter K. Manning,
1999-06-10 The increasing reliance on private security services raises questions about the effects of
privatization on the quality of public police forces, particularly in high-crime, low-income areas. In
an effective pro-and-con format, two experts on policing offer two strikingly different perspectives
on this trend towards privatization. In the process, they provide an unusually thoughtful discussion
of the origins of both the public police and the private security sectors, the forces behind the recent
growth of private security operations, and the risks to public safety posed by privatization. In his
critique of privatization, Peter K. Manning focuses on issues of free market theory and management
practices such as Total Quality Management that he believes are harmful to the traditional police
mandate to control crime. He questions the appropriateness of strategies that emphasize service to
consumers. For Brian Forst, the free market paradigm and economic incentives do not carry the
same stigma. He argues that neither public nor private policing should have a monopoly on law
enforcement activities, and he predicts an even more varied mix of public and private police
activities than are currently available. Following the two main sections of the book, each author
assesses the other's contribution, reflecting on not just their points of departure but also on the
areas in which they agree. The breadth and depth of the discussion makes this book essential for
both scholars and practitioners interested in policing generally and privatization in particular.
  polly klaas case analysis: Dangerous Offenders Mark Brown, John Pratt, 2002-01-04 This
highly controversial new book considers how the dangerous offender has become such a figure of
collective anxiety for the citizens of rationalised Western societies. The authors consider: * ideas of
danger and social threat in historical perspective * legal responses to violent criminals * attempts to
predict dangerous behaviour * why particular groups, such as women, remain at risk from violent
crime. This inspired collection invites us to rethink the received wisdom on dangerous offenders, and
will be of interest to students and scholars in the fields of criminology and the sociology of Risk.
  polly klaas case analysis: The Politics of Injustice Katherine Beckett, Theodore Sasson,
2003-10-16 The U.S. crime rate has dropped steadily for more than a decade, yet the rate of
incarceration continues to skyrocket. Today, more than 2 million Americans are locked in prisons
and jails with devastating consequences for poor families and communities, overcrowded institutions
and overburdened taxpayers. How did the U.S. become the world′s leader in incarceration? Why
have the numbers of women, juveniles, and people of color increased especially rapidly among the
imprisoned? The Politics of Injustice: Crime and Punishment in America, Second Edition is the first
book to make widely accessible the new research on crime as a political and cultural issue.
Katherine Beckett and Theodore Sasson provide readers with a robust analysis of the roles of crime,
politics, media imagery and citizen activism in the making of criminal justice policy in the age of
mass incarceration. Features of this text: Critical Approach. Debunks myths about crime in the U.S.,
challenges many current anticrime policies that became harsher in the 1990s, and illuminates the
political implications of crime and punishment. Contemporary. Updated throughout with particular
attention to Chapter 5, Crime in the Media, including research and analyses of crime in the news,
crime as entertainment, and the interplay of news media, entertainment, and crime. Comprehensive
Research. Draws on a wide range of scholarship, including research on crime′s representation in
political discourse and the mass media, public opinion, crime-related activism, and public policy.
Consistent and Accessible. A great source to communicate new research to both non-specialists and
specialists in accessible language with riveting, real-life examples. Intended as a supplement for use
in any criminal justice or criminology course, especially in the punishment, corrections and policy
areas, The Politics of Injustice, Second Edition will appeal to those who take a critical approach to
crime issues.
  polly klaas case analysis: Psychology David G. Myers, 2001 This sixth edition of David G.



Myers' Psychology includes new chapters on the nature and nurture of behaviour and references to
statistical methods, streamlined development coverage and more.
  polly klaas case analysis: Crimes That Changed Our World Paul H. Robinson, Sarah M.
Robinson, 2018-06-15 Can crime make our world safer? Crimes are the worst of humanity’s wrongs
but, oddly, they sometimes “trigger” improvement in our lives. Crimes That Changed Our World
explores some of the most important trigger cases of the past century, revealing much about how
change comes to our modern world. The exact nature of the crime-outrage-reform dynamic can take
many forms, and Paul and Sarah Robinson explore those differences in the cases they present. Each
case is in some ways unique but there are repeating patterns that can offer important insights about
what produces change and how in the future we might best manage it. Sometimes reform comes as a
society wrestles with a new and intolerable problem. Sometimes it comes because an old problem
from which we have long suffered suddenly has an apparent solution provided by technology or
some other social or economic advance. Or, sometimes the engine of reform kicks into gear simply
because we decide as a society that we are no longer willing to tolerate a long-standing problem and
are now willing to do something about it. As the amazing and often touching stories that the
Robinsons present make clear, the path of progress is not just a long series of course corrections;
sometimes it is a quick turn or an unexpected lurch. In a flash we can suddenly feel different about
present circumstances, seeing a need for change and can often, just as suddenly, do something
about it. Every trigger crime that appears in Crimes That Changed Our World highlights a societal
problem that America has chosen to deal with, each in a unique way. But what these extraordinary,
and sometime unexpected, cases have in common is that all of them describe crimes that changed
our world.
  polly klaas case analysis: The Metanarrative of Suspicion in Late Twentieth-Century America
Sandra Baringer, 2013-04-15 Narratives of suspicion and mistrust have escaped the boundaries of
specific sites of discourse to constitue a metanarrative that pervades American culture. Through
close reading of texts ranging from novels (Pynchon's Vineland, Silko's Almanac of the Dead,
Pierce's The Turner Diaries) to prison literature, this book examines the ways in which narratives of
suspicion are both constitutive--and symptomatic--of a metanarrative that pervades American
culture.
  polly klaas case analysis: Adolescents, Crime, and the Media Christopher J Ferguson,
2013-03-29 A campus shooting. A gang assault. A school bus ambush. With each successive event,
fingers are pointed at the usual suspects: violent films, bloody video games, explicit web sites. But to
what extent can—or should—the media be implicated in youth crime? And are today's sophisticated
young people really that susceptible to their influence? Adolescents, Crime, and the Media critically
examines perceptions of these phenomena through the lens of the ongoing relationship between
generations of adults and youth. A wealth of research findings transcends the standard
nature/nurture debate, analyzing media effects on young people's behavior, brain development in
adolescence, ways adults can be misled about youth’s participation in criminal acts, and how science
can be manipulated by prevailing attitudes toward youth. The author strikes a necessary balance
between the viewpoints of media providers and those seeking to restrict media or young people's
access to them. And the book brings scientific and intellectual rigor to culturally and politically
charged issues as it covers: Violence in the media. Media portrayals of crime and youth. Research on
violent television programs, video games, and other media as causes of crime. Effects of
pornography on behavior. Public policy, censorship, and First Amendment issues. Adolescents,
Crime, and the Media is an essential resource for researchers, graduate students, professionals, and
clinicians across such interrelated disciplines as developmental psychology, sociology, educational
policy, criminology/criminal justice, child and school psychology, and media law.
  polly klaas case analysis: Public Policy Making Larry N. Gerston, 2015-05-18 This brief text
identifies the issues, resources, actors, and institutions involved in public policy making and traces
the dynamics of the policymaking process, including the triggering of issue awareness, the
emergence of an issue on the public agenda, the formation of a policy commitment, and the



implementation process that translates policy into practice. Throughout the text, which has been
revised and updated, Gerston brings his analysis to life with abundant examples from the most
recent and emblematic cases of public policy making. At the same time, with well-chosen references,
he places policy analysis in the context of political science and deftly orients readers to the classics
of public policy studies. Each chapter ends with discussion questions and suggestions for further
reading.
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