
politics and the church

politics and the church have been intertwined throughout history, shaping societies,
influencing laws, and impacting cultural norms worldwide. The relationship between
religious institutions and political authority is complex, involving cooperation, conflict, and
mutual influence. Understanding this dynamic is crucial for grasping how moral values,
governance, and power structures intersect in modern and historical contexts. This article
explores the historical background of politics and the church, the contemporary
implications of their interaction, and the debates surrounding the separation of church
and state. Additionally, it examines the role religion plays in political movements and
policy-making processes. The following table of contents outlines the main sections that
will guide this comprehensive discussion.

Historical Context of Politics and the Church

The Role of Religion in Modern Politics

Separation of Church and State

Influence of the Church on Political Policies

Contemporary Debates and Challenges

Historical Context of Politics and the Church

The relationship between politics and the church has deep historical roots, dating back to
the formation of early civilizations. In many societies, religious institutions were central to
governance, lawmaking, and social order. The church often held significant political
power, with clergy acting as advisors to rulers or even as sovereigns themselves. This
section examines key historical moments that illustrate the interplay between religious
authority and political power.

Medieval Church and State Relations

During the medieval period, the church was a dominant political force in Europe. The
Catholic Church wielded immense influence over monarchs and governments, often
legitimizing their rule through divine sanction. The investiture controversy and conflicts
such as the Crusades highlight the church’s active role in political affairs. The papacy's
authority sometimes rivaled that of kings, creating a complex balance of power.



Reformation and Political Change

The Protestant Reformation marked a significant shift in the dynamics between politics
and the church. It challenged the Catholic Church's authority and led to the rise of nation-
states with varying degrees of religious control. The resulting religious wars and treaties,
such as the Peace of Westphalia, redefined sovereignty and the relationship between
church and state, influencing political boundaries and governance structures.

The Role of Religion in Modern Politics

In contemporary times, religion continues to influence political processes and ideologies
worldwide. While many countries have established secular governments, religious beliefs
often shape political attitudes, voting behavior, and policy priorities. This section explores
how religion interacts with modern political systems and public life.

Religious Voting Blocs

Religious communities often form significant voting blocs that political parties seek to
engage. These groups may prioritize issues aligned with their moral or doctrinal views,
such as abortion, education, or social justice. The mobilization of religious voters
demonstrates the ongoing relevance of faith in electoral politics.

Religion in Political Leadership

Many political leaders openly express their religious convictions, which can influence their
decision-making and public image. The integration of faith and politics raises questions
about representation, inclusivity, and the role of personal belief in governance.

Separation of Church and State

The principle of separating church and state is foundational to many democratic societies,
aiming to prevent religious institutions from wielding undue political power and to protect
religious freedom. This section outlines the origins, legal frameworks, and challenges
associated with maintaining this separation.

Legal Foundations

Constitutions and legal systems in various countries enshrine the separation of church and



state to differing degrees. In the United States, for example, the First Amendment
prohibits the establishment of religion by the government, a principle that has been
interpreted through numerous court cases to balance religious freedom and secular
governance.

Challenges to Separation

Despite legal safeguards, the boundary between church and state is often contested.
Issues such as religious symbols in public spaces, government funding for faith-based
organizations, and religious exemptions in laws continue to provoke debate and legal
scrutiny.

Influence of the Church on Political Policies

The church has historically influenced policies related to morality, education, healthcare,
and social welfare. Religious institutions often advocate for legislation that reflects their
ethical teachings, impacting public policy on various fronts.

Social and Moral Legislation

Churches and religious organizations frequently participate in lobbying efforts regarding
issues such as abortion, marriage, euthanasia, and education. Their stance on these
matters can affect legislative outcomes and public opinion.

Humanitarian and Social Justice Initiatives

Beyond moral issues, religious groups also contribute to policy discussions on poverty
alleviation, immigration, and human rights. Their involvement often highlights ethical
considerations and promotes social welfare programs.

Contemporary Debates and Challenges

The ongoing interaction between politics and the church raises complex questions about
pluralism, freedom, and the role of religion in public life. This section addresses current
debates and challenges facing societies navigating these issues.



Religious Freedom vs. Secularism

Balancing religious freedom with secular principles remains a critical challenge. Conflicts
arise over the extent to which religious beliefs should influence public policy and how to
accommodate diverse faiths within pluralistic societies.

Extremism and Political Polarization

In some contexts, the intertwining of religion and politics has contributed to polarization
and extremism, affecting social cohesion and democratic processes. Addressing these
issues requires careful consideration of both religious expression and political stability.

Global Perspectives

The relationship between politics and the church varies globally, influenced by cultural,
legal, and historical factors. Understanding these differences is essential for international
relations and global governance.

The integration of religion in political systems of the Middle East

Secularism and religious pluralism in Western democracies

Church-state relations in Asia and Africa

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the separation of church and state impact
political decisions?
The separation of church and state ensures that religious institutions and government
operate independently, preventing religious influence on laws and policies, which helps
maintain religious freedom and political neutrality.

What role do religious leaders play in modern politics?
Religious leaders often influence politics by shaping public opinion, endorsing candidates,
and advocating for policies aligned with their moral and ethical beliefs, though their
involvement varies by country and religious tradition.



How do political parties use religion to appeal to voters?
Political parties may align themselves with certain religious values or groups to gain
support from religious communities, often addressing issues like abortion, marriage, and
education to resonate with voters' beliefs.

What are the challenges of religious lobbying in
politics?
Religious lobbying can lead to conflicts over policy priorities, concerns about favoritism,
and debates about the appropriateness of religious influence in secular governance,
raising questions about fairness and inclusivity.

How has the relationship between the church and
politics evolved in recent years?
The relationship has become more complex, with some religious groups becoming more
politically active, while others advocate for maintaining clear boundaries; societal shifts
and legal rulings continue to shape this dynamic.

Can religious beliefs influence legislation on social
issues?
Yes, religious beliefs often shape lawmakers' perspectives on social issues such as
marriage, reproductive rights, and education, influencing the creation and modification of
laws in these areas.

What impact does politics have on religious freedom?
Political decisions can either protect or restrict religious freedom through laws, policies,
and enforcement practices, affecting individuals' rights to practice their faith openly and
without discrimination.

How do churches navigate political neutrality during
elections?
Many churches maintain political neutrality by avoiding endorsements of specific
candidates, focusing instead on moral teachings and encouraging congregants to vote
according to their conscience.

Are there examples of conflicts between political
authorities and religious institutions?
Yes, historical and contemporary examples exist where governments and religious
institutions clash over issues like education, civil rights, and moral legislation, reflecting
tensions between secular and religious priorities.



Additional Resources
1. The Political Power of the Church
This book explores the historical and contemporary influence of religious institutions on
political systems worldwide. It examines how the church has shaped laws, policies, and
governance, highlighting both cooperation and conflict between religious and state
authorities. Through case studies, the author reveals the complex dynamics between faith
and power.

2. Faith and Governance: The Intersection of Religion and Politics
Delving into the relationship between religious beliefs and political decision-making, this
book analyzes the role of the church in shaping public policy. It discusses the ethical
dilemmas faced by politicians influenced by religious doctrines and the impact on secular
governance. The author provides a comprehensive overview of how faith communities
engage with political processes.

3. Church and State: A Historical Perspective
This volume offers a detailed account of the evolving relationship between religious
institutions and state authorities from antiquity to the modern era. It highlights key
moments of alliance and tension, including the rise of secularism and the challenges posed
by religious pluralism. The book is essential for understanding the roots of contemporary
church-state debates.

4. Religion, Politics, and Society: The Role of the Church in Public Life
Focusing on the social implications of church involvement in politics, this book discusses
how religious groups influence societal values and civic engagement. It considers the
church’s role in advocating for social justice, human rights, and moral legislation. The
author examines various global contexts to illustrate diverse interactions between religion
and politics.

5. The Vatican and Global Politics
This book investigates the unique position of the Vatican as both a religious authority and
a sovereign political entity. It explores the Holy See’s diplomatic relations, its stance on
international issues, and its influence on global political affairs. The author sheds light on
how the church balances spiritual leadership with political strategy.

6. Religion and Political Identity
Exploring how religious affiliation shapes political identities, this work analyzes the impact
of church teachings on voter behavior and party politics. It discusses the mobilization of
religious communities in elections and policy advocacy. The book provides insight into the
ways religion and politics intertwine in contemporary societies.

7. The Church in the Public Sphere: Challenges and Opportunities
This book examines the church’s engagement with public discourse and its role in shaping
cultural and political norms. It addresses issues such as secularization, pluralism, and the
church’s response to modern ethical debates. The author highlights both the potential and
limitations of religious influence in democratic societies.

8. Christianity and Political Authority
Analyzing theological perspectives on political power, this book discusses how Christian
doctrines have been used to justify or challenge authority. It covers topics such as the



divine right of kings, liberation theology, and the church’s role in resistance movements.
The work provides a nuanced understanding of the interplay between faith and
governance.

9. Religious Freedom and Political Conflict
This volume explores the tensions that arise when religious liberties intersect with
political interests. It considers cases where church-state relations have led to conflict or
cooperation, focusing on legal frameworks and human rights issues. The author offers a
balanced perspective on maintaining religious freedom in diverse political environments.
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  politics and the church: Five Views on the Church and Politics J. Brian Benestad, Robert
Benne, Bruce Fields, Thomas W. Heilke, James K.A. Smith, 2015-12-15 Learn to think deeply about
the relationship between church and state in a way that goes beyond mere policy debates and
current campaigns. Few topics can grab headlines and stir passions quite like politics, especially
when the church is involved. Considering the attention that many Christian parachurch groups,
churches, and individual believers give to politics--and of the varying and sometimes divergent
political ideals and aims among them--Five Views on the Church and Politics provides a helpful
breakdown of the possible Christian approaches to political involvement. General Editor Amy Black
brings together five top-notch political theologians in the book, each representing one of the five key
political traditions within Christianity: Anabaptist (Separationist: the most limited possible Christian
involvement in politics) - represented by Thomas Heilke Lutheran (Paradoxical: strong separation of
church and state) – represented by Robert Benne Black Church (Prophetic: the church's mission is to
be a voice for communal reform) – represented by Bruce Fields Reformed (Transformationist:
emphasizes God's sovereignty over all things, including churches and governments) – represented by
James K. A. Smith Catholic (Synthetic: encouragement of political participation as a means to further
the common good of all people) – represented by J. Brian Benestad Each author addresses his
tradition's theological distinctives, the role of government, the place of individual Christian
participation in government and politics, and how churches should (or should not) address political
questions. Responses by each contributor to opposing views will highlight key areas of difference
and disagreement. Thorough and even-handed, Five Views on the Church and Politics will enable
readers to consider the strengths and weaknesses of the most significant Christian views on political
engagement and to draw their own, informed conclusions.
  politics and the church: The Political Influence of Churches Paul A. Djupe, Christopher P.
Gilbert, 2008-12-15 Djupe and Gilbert investigate the political influence of church and how
membership in organized religious bodies shapes the political life of members. Djupe and Gilbert's
goal in this inquiry is to re-center scholarly attention on the voluntary association as an essential
element of American civic and political life. They develop a theoretical framework that captures the
multifaceted elements of church life that affect individual political attitudes and actions. Political
information from clergy, small groups, and social networks flows plentifully in churches, but
individuals process that information differently depending on their motivations related to their
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status in the church. Articulating a more fully specified model of how associations expose individuals
to political information and norms will help us understand the political opinions and behavior of
citizens and the contribution of that pattern to sustaining democracy.
  politics and the church: The Good News of Church Politics Ross Kane, 2024-04-09 Rethinking
politics in the light of God When we think about politics we often think about the privileged vying for
power. Alternatively, we might think about gridlock, about frustration, or about how little our voices
seem to matter. Our obsession with statecraft can both paralyze us and lead us to duplicate the
tactics of this exasperating form of politics when we lead our church communities. Ross Kane has
good news for us: church politics doesn’t have to work this way! In fact, it can even become a
spiritual practice. Drawing on his work as a pastor in the DC area, Kane shows how localized action
by churches can make a real difference in their neighborhoods. Kane combines Scripture, political
theology, and personal experience to reframe politics around shaping our common life. From
community service to advocacy, congregations can practice politics in ways that embrace our loving
interdependence as members of the body of Christ. Church leaders, whether lay or clerical, will find
The Good News of Church Politics an uplifting guide to modeling God’s reign in our world by loving
our neighbors.
  politics and the church: Kingdom Politics Kristopher Norris, Sam Speers, 2015-04-16
American Christians, weary of decades of entrenched partisan feuding, are increasingly distancing
themselves from politics. Some, however, continue to turn toward the state and public policy to find
solutions to the world's problems. The problem is that both responses allow a narrow vision of
politics to determine the church's mission and ministries, which often ends up separating its
commitment to personal faith from the pursuit of social justice--the King from the kingdom.
Christians too easily forget that the church is inherently political, a community defined by its
allegiance to a King, its citizenship in a new world, and its call to work alongside others in pursuit of
a new way of life. The church needs a political vision that is more than blind acceptance or mere
rejection of past models. It needs a positive vision that takes its cues about politics not from the
nation-state but from another political reality: the kingdom of God. This book tells the stories of the
visits of two researchers to five diverse congregations across the United States. From the
megachurch energy of Rick Warren's Saddleback Church in California, to a young Emergent
community in Minneapolis, to the politically active home of Martin Luther King in Atlanta, these
stories illuminate the vastly different ways congregations understand and approach politics--and
offer a glimpse of a new political imagination for today's church. .embed-container { position:
relative; padding-bottom: 56.25%; height: 0; overflow: hidden; max-width: 100%; } .embed-container
iframe, .embed-container object, .embed-container embed { position: absolute; top: 0; left: 0; width:
100%; height: 100%; }
  politics and the church: How Can I Love Church Members with Different Politics?
Jonathan Leeman, Andrew David Naselli, 2020 What should church members do when they disagree
on political issues? In this short volume, readers will discover that the gospel creates unity amid
diversity, not uniformity, as they learn how to engage with those who disagree on political issues.
Part of the 9Marks Church Questions series.
  politics and the church: Just Mission Helen Cameron, 2015-05-31 The last decade has seen a
resurgence of the social action of the local church – responses to social need have included street
pastors, cold weather shelters, debt advice centres and latterly food banks. The last decade has also
seen a greater experimentation in forms of evangelism, most prominently in the fresh expressions
movement. The intention has been to bring the Church into contact with people who would not
otherwise cross its threshold. All these changes have led to new pastoral relationships being formed
and a greater awareness of how social change affects real people’s lives. Just Mission draws upon
the increased activism of local churches and links it to effective use of democratic processes to
achieve justice for the people with whom they have a pastoral relationship. It seeks to explain in a
straight forward and theologically-based way, how they can undertake that task based upon the
pastoral work that arises from their social action and evangelism. Helen Cameron introduces the



political and public theology that is currently being produced to local church leaders so they can see
that theology has a genuine interest in the dilemmas they currently face.
  politics and the church: To Serve God and Mammon Ted G. Jelen, 2010-03-16 Newly
revised and updated, To Serve God and Mammon is a classic in the field of religion and politics that
provides an unbiased introduction and overview of church–state relations in the United States. Jelen
begins by exploring the inherent tension between the Establishment and Free Exercise clauses of
the First Amendment. He then examines how different actors in American politics (e.g., the courts,
Congress, the president, ordinary citizens) have different and conflicting values that affect their
attitudes and actions toward the relationship between the sacred and the secular. Finally, he
discusses how the fragmented nature of political authority in the United States provides the basis for
continuing conflict concerning church–state relations. This second edition includes analyses of
various recent court cases and the implications of living in the post–9/11 era. It also features
discussion questions at the end of each chapter, a glossary of terms, and synopses of selected court
decisions bearing on religion and politics in the United States.
  politics and the church: The Church in the Public Ilsup Ahn, 2022 The Church in the Public
shows how church/state dualism has corrupted the church's social witness and allowed neoliberal
and neocolonial ideas to assert control of public and political life. Ahn argues for a public church,
one that collaborates and cooperates with other public actors and entities in the promotion of a just
social order.
  politics and the church: Kingdom Politics Tony Evans, 2022-07-05 Christians love to talk
about politics, but the current conversation is full of contentious words that divide our churches and
families. Dr. Tony Evans takes a step back to find foundational Bible principles for integrating
politics into our daily lives. He challenges readers to incorporate all of Scripture when addressing
divisive issues, forcing us to look at political issues we’ve neglected. Learn to speak with grace when
you disagree with family and friends. Maintain your political affiliations without causing divisions in
your church. Take sides on moral issues while demonstrating the compassion and love of Jesus
Christ. Kingdom Politics offers a biblical path through one of the most divisive issues of our time.
  politics and the church: Religion and Politics in the Early Republic Daniel Dreisbach,
2014-10-17 The church-state debate currently alive in our courts and legislatures is strikingly similar
to that of the 1830s. A secular drift in American culture and the role of religion in a pluralistic
society were concerns that dominated the controversy then, as now. In Religion and Politics in the
Early Republic, Daniel L. Dreisbach compellingly argues that the issues in our current debate were
framed in earlier centuries by documents crucial to an understanding of church-state relations, the
First Amendment, and our present concern with the constitutional role of religion in American public
life. Reflection on this national discussion of more than 150 years ago casts light on both past and
future relations between church and state in America. In an 1833 sermon, The Relation of
Christianity to Civil Government in the United States, the Reverend Jasper Adams of Charleston,
South Carolina, an eminent educator and moral philosopher, offered valuable insight into the social
and political forces that shaped church-state relations in his time. Adams argued that the Christian
religion is indis-pensable to social order and national prosperity. Although he opposed the
establishment of a state church, he believed that a Christian ethic should inform all civil, legal, and
political institutions. Adams's remarkably prescient discourse anticipated the emergence of a
dominant secular culture and its inevitable conflict with the formerly ascendant religious
establishment. His treatise was the first major work from the embattled religious traditionalists
controverting Thomas Jefferson's vision of a secular polity and strict church-state separation. Eager
to confirm his analysis, Adams sent copies of the sermon to scores of leading intellectuals and public
figures of his day. In this volume, Dreisbach brings together for the first time Adams's sermon, a
critical review of the treatise, and transcripts of previously unpublished letters written in response
to it by James Madison, John Marshall, Joseph Story, and J.S. Richardson. These letters provide a
rare glimpse into the minds of several influential statesmen and jurists who were central in shaping
the republic and its institutions. The Story and Madison letters are among their authors1 final and



most perceptive pronouncements on church-state relations. The documents that Dreisbach has
assembled in this edition provide a vivid portrait of early nineteenth-century thought on the
constitutional role of religion in public life. Our ongoing national discussion of this topic is
illuminated by the debate encapsulated in these pages.
  politics and the church: Christianity and Party Politics Martin Steven, 2013 Christianity
and Party Politics aims to discuss and evaluate the contemporary relationship between party politics
and religion. The book focuses on the important role of the Church in both electoral politics and
public policy formulation in the twenty first century, and argues that contrary to the established
secularisation argument generally applied in Europe, religion continues to be a powerful influence,
particularly within British politics. Providing a valuable and long overdue contribution to the field,
this work will provide readers with a detailed knowledge of how the worlds of politics and religion
interact.
  politics and the church: From Politics to the Pews Michele F. Margolis, 2024-05-31 One of the
most substantial divides in American politics is the God gap. Religious voters tend to identify with
and support the Republican Party, while secular voters generally support the Democratic Party.
Conventional wisdom suggests that religious differences between Republicans and Democrats have
produced this gap, with voters sorting themselves into the party that best represents their religious
views. Michele F. Margolis offers a bold challenge to the conventional wisdom, arguing that the
relationship between religion and politics is far from a one-way street that starts in the church and
ends at the ballot box. Margolis contends that political identity has a profound effect on social
identity, including religion. Whether a person chooses to identify as religious and the extent of their
involvement in a religious community are, in part, a response to political surroundings. In today's
climate of political polarization, partisan actors also help reinforce the relationship between religion
and politics, as Democratic and Republican elites stake out divergent positions on moral issues and
use religious faith to varying degrees when reaching out to voters.
  politics and the church: Nations under God Anna M. Grzymała-Busse, 2015-04-27 Why
churches in some democratic nations wield enormous political power while churches in other
democracies don't In some religious countries, churches have drafted constitutions, restricted
abortion, and controlled education. In others, church influence on public policy is far weaker. Why?
Nations under God argues that where religious and national identities have historically fused,
churches gain enormous moral authority—and covert institutional access. These powerful churches
then shape policy in backrooms and secret meetings instead of through open democratic channels
such as political parties or the ballot box. Through an in-depth historical analysis of six Christian
democracies that share similar religious profiles yet differ in their policy outcomes—Ireland and
Italy, Poland and Croatia, and the United States and Canada—Anna Grzymała-Busse examines how
churches influenced education, abortion, divorce, stem cell research, and same-sex marriage. She
argues that churches gain the greatest political advantage when they appear to be above politics.
Because institutional access is covert, they retain their moral authority and their reputation as
defenders of the national interest and the common good. Nations under God shows how powerful
church officials in Ireland, Canada, and Poland have directly written legislation, vetoed policies, and
vetted high-ranking officials. It demonstrates that religiosity itself is not enough for churches to
influence politics—churches in Italy and Croatia, for example, are not as influential as we might
think—and that churches allied to political parties, such as in the United States, have less influence
than their notoriety suggests.
  politics and the church: The Church in Politics--Americans, Beware! M. M. (Mangasar
Mugurditch) Mangasarian, 2012-01-01 Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have
not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced
typos. (2) In books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have
endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact.
Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve
to be made available for future generations to enjoy.



  politics and the church: Church, State, and Citizen Sandra Fullerton Joireman, 2009 The
history of Christianity's relationship to government is long and complex. This book will attempt to
bring order to the chaos by offering essays on how particular branches of the Christian tradition
view the institution of the modern state.
  politics and the church: How the Nations Rage Jonathan Leeman, 2018-04-03 How can the
church move forward in unity amid such political strife and cultural contention? As Christians, we’ve
felt pushed to the outskirts of national public life, yet even within our congregations we are divided
about how to respond. Some want to strengthen the evangelical voting bloc. Others focus on social
justice causes, and still others would abandon the public square altogether. What do we do when
brothers and sisters in Christ sit next to each other in the pews but feel divided and angry? Is there
a way forward? In How the Nations Rage, political theology scholar and pastor Jonathan Leeman
challenges Christians from across the spectrum to hit the restart button by shifting our focus from
redeeming the nation to living as a nation already redeemed rejecting the false allure of building
heaven on earth while living faithfully as citizens of a heavenly kingdom letting Jesus’ teaching
shape our public engagement as we love our neighbors and seek justice When we identify with
Christ more than a political party or social grouping, we can return to the church’s unchanging
political task: to become the salt and light Jesus calls us to be and offer the hope of his kingdom to
the nations.
  politics and the church: Church Politics Meric D. Walker, 2014 This book can change your
life. While it is about behavioral practices in church organizations and their spiritual implications, it
is more about modeling Christ our Supreme Leader. Church Politics: Spiritual Lessons for 21st
Century Leaders is an excruciatingly painful, deeply troubling, disconcerting but necessary and
cathartic read. There were points which brought tears to my eyes, as the graphic examples
highlighted were all-too-familiar to me as a Pastor. No sensitive, reflective soul who reads this work
can be untouched. This is a work which should be read by all Pastors and those in ministerial
administration. It is an urgent wake-up call to us in ministry. It is a prophetic work, delivered with a
cogency that is as chilling as it is irresistible. None can emerge unscathed, thinking Thanks God, I
am not like one of these persons! Which itself would be incriminating evidence that 'Thou art the
man.' Walker and O'Reggio have done a service to the Christian Church-of all denominations and
hue. Read, weep, repent and resolve! ─Ian Boyne, Host of Religious Hard Talk, Television Jamaica
  politics and the church: Faith and Politics After Christendom Jonathan Bartley, 2013-08-01
This groundbreaking book examines the anarchic aspects of Jesus' message, and suggests that the
demise of the church as pillar of social order gives it a fresh opportunity to exercise its prophetic
role - challenging injustice, shaking institutions and undermining some of the central values and
norms on which post-Christian society is built.
  politics and the church: Religion in American Politics Frank Lambert, 2010-02-21 The
author examines several moments in American history--the sectional division of the States over
slavery, the conflict between Andrew Carnegie's Gospel of Wealth and Walter Rauschenbusch's
Social Gospel, Fundamentalism's debates with Modernism, the Civil Rights Movement, and the rise
of the Religious Right and the Religious Left, among others--in which religious movements attempted
to shape political movements.--Résumé de l'éditeur.
  politics and the church: Catholics and Politics Kristin E. Heyer, Mark J. Rozell, Michael A.
Genovese, 2008-10-29 Catholic political identity and engagement defy categorization. The
complexities of political realities and the human nature of such institutions as church and
government often produce a more fractured reality than the pure unity depicted in doctrine. Yet, in
2003 under the leadership of then-prefect Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger (now Pope Benedict XVI), the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Regarding the
Participation of Catholics in Political Life. The note explicitly asserts, The Christian faith is an
integral unity, and thus it is incoherent to isolate some particular element to the detriment of the
whole of Catholic doctrine. A political commitment to a single isolated aspect of the Church's social
doctrine does not exhaust one's responsibility toward the common good. Catholics and Politics takes



up the political and theological significance of this integral unity, the universal scope of Catholic
concern that can make for strange political bedfellows, confound predictable voting patterns, and
leave the church poised to critique narrowly partisan agendas across the spectrum. Catholics and
Politics depicts the ambivalent character of Catholics' mainstream arrival in the U.S. over the past
forty years, integrating social scientific, historical and moral accounts of persistent tensions between
faith and power. Divided into four parts—Catholic Leaders in U.S. Politics; The Catholic Public;
Catholics and the Federal Government; and International Policy and the Vatican—it describes the
implications of Catholic universalism for voting patterns, international policymaking, and partisan
alliances. The book reveals complex intersections of Catholicism and politics and the new
opportunities for influence and risks of cooptation of political power produced by these shifts.
Contributors include political scientists, ethicists, and theologians. The book will be of interest to
scholars in political science, religious studies, and Christian ethics and all lay Catholics interested in
gaining a deeper understanding of the tensions that can exist between church doctrine and partisan
politics.
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