
polymath called the first teacher

polymath called the first teacher is a phrase often attributed to the
legendary figure Thales of Miletus, who is widely regarded as one of the
earliest known polymaths in Western history. This designation highlights not
only his vast knowledge across various disciplines such as mathematics,
astronomy, philosophy, and engineering but also his role as a pioneering
educator who laid foundational principles for intellectual inquiry.
Understanding the significance of this polymath called the first teacher
offers valuable insights into the origins of scientific thinking and the
advancement of human knowledge. This article explores the life,
contributions, and enduring legacy of this remarkable figure, emphasizing the
impact of polymaths on education and interdisciplinary studies. From his
innovative ideas to his influence on subsequent generations, the polymath
called the first teacher remains a pivotal character in the development of
Western intellectual tradition.
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The Identity of the Polymath Called the First
Teacher
The title "polymath called the first teacher" is most commonly associated
with Thales of Miletus, a pre-Socratic Greek philosopher who lived around the
6th century BCE. Thales is often recognized as the first individual in
Western civilization to engage in systematic inquiry and to seek natural
explanations for phenomena without relying on mythology or superstition. His
status as a polymath stems from his expertise in various fields, including
geometry, astronomy, and philosophy, marking him as a foundational figure in
multiple disciplines.

Historical Context and Background
Thales lived during a period of intellectual awakening in ancient Greece,
particularly in the city of Miletus, which was a hub of commerce and culture.
The era was characterized by a shift from mythological worldviews to rational
explanations of nature and existence. Thales’ approach to knowledge was



revolutionary, as he sought to identify underlying principles governing the
universe. This intellectual curiosity and breadth of knowledge underpin his
recognition as a polymath called the first teacher.

Why “The First Teacher”?
The designation "first teacher" reflects Thales’ role in educating others and
transmitting knowledge that broke away from traditional mythological
explanations. He is credited with founding the Milesian school, where he
taught his theories and inspired students and contemporaries to pursue
empirical observation and logical reasoning. His commitment to teaching and
the dissemination of knowledge positions him as an early educator whose
influence extended beyond his own discoveries.

Contributions Across Multiple Disciplines
The polymath called the first teacher made significant contributions that
span several fields, showcasing his intellectual versatility and pioneering
spirit. His work laid foundational stones for diverse areas of study, many of
which continue to be essential in modern science and philosophy.

Mathematics and Geometry
Thales is often credited with introducing geometric principles to the Greeks,
including the famous Thales’ theorem, which states that a triangle inscribed
in a circle with the diameter as one side is a right triangle. This theorem
was among the earliest propositions in Greek geometry and demonstrated the
application of deductive reasoning. His use of geometry to solve practical
problems, such as measuring the height of pyramids using shadows, exemplifies
his innovative approach.

Astronomy and Natural Philosophy
In astronomy, Thales predicted a solar eclipse, an achievement that
underscored his understanding of celestial mechanics. His natural philosophy
posited that water was the fundamental substance of all matter, reflecting an
early attempt to explain the composition of the universe through a unifying
principle. This idea marked a departure from mythological explanations and
laid the groundwork for later philosophical inquiry into the nature of
reality.

Engineering and Innovation
Reports attribute to Thales various engineering feats, such as diverting the



course of a river to facilitate military passage. Although some of these
stories may be apocryphal, they illustrate the recognition of his practical
intelligence and problem-solving skills. His interdisciplinary expertise
highlights the characteristic of a polymath called the first teacher—someone
who integrates knowledge to address complex challenges.

Educational Philosophy and Teaching
Methodologies
As the polymath called the first teacher, Thales not only contributed
knowledge but also set precedents in how knowledge was imparted and pursued.
His approach to education emphasized observation, reasoning, and dialogue,
which became foundational to Western educational thought.

Encouraging Rational Inquiry
Thales advocated for the use of reason and empirical evidence in
understanding the world. His teaching encouraged students to question
assumptions and seek explanations grounded in observable phenomena. This
method contrasted sharply with the prevalent reliance on tradition and myth,
fostering a culture of intellectual curiosity and skepticism.

Interdisciplinary Learning
Thales' polymathic nature meant he did not confine his teachings to a single
discipline. He integrated mathematics, natural philosophy, and practical
knowledge, demonstrating the value of a holistic approach to education. This
interdisciplinary perspective allowed learners to see connections between
different fields, enhancing their overall understanding and problem-solving
abilities.

Legacy in Pedagogy
The educational principles established by the polymath called the first
teacher influenced subsequent philosophical schools, including those of
Anaximander and Pythagoras. His emphasis on critical thinking and empirical
study became cornerstones of scientific and philosophical education, shaping
methods that persist in modern pedagogy.

The Legacy and Influence on Future Scholars
The enduring impact of the polymath called the first teacher can be seen
through his influence on later intellectual movements and figures. His



pioneering spirit and comprehensive knowledge paved the way for future
explorers of science and philosophy.

Inspiration for Classical Philosophers
Thales’ work inspired subsequent pre-Socratic philosophers who expanded upon
his ideas, seeking to understand the cosmos through natural laws. His role as
a teacher ensured that his methodologies were transmitted and evolved,
contributing to the rich tapestry of classical philosophy.

Foundation for Scientific Thought
The shift from mythological explanations to rational inquiry initiated by
Thales laid the groundwork for the scientific method. His insistence on
observation and logical reasoning influenced not only philosophy but also the
development of mathematics, astronomy, and natural sciences.

Polymathy as a Model for Intellectual Pursuit
The polymath called the first teacher exemplifies the benefits of broad
knowledge and interdisciplinary study. His legacy promotes the ideal of a
well-rounded intellect capable of synthesizing information from multiple
domains to generate innovative ideas and solutions.

Thales of Miletus as a pioneering polymath

Contributions to geometry, astronomy, and engineering

Educational methods emphasizing rational inquiry

Influence on subsequent philosophers and scientific development

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is referred to as the polymath called the first
teacher?
The polymath called the first teacher is often identified as Thales of
Miletus, an ancient Greek philosopher who is considered one of the first to
apply reason and observation to understand the natural world.



Why is Thales of Miletus known as the first teacher?
Thales is known as the first teacher because he is credited with founding the
Milesian school of natural philosophy and introducing the idea of explaining
phenomena without relying solely on mythology, laying the groundwork for
scientific inquiry.

What contributions did the polymath called the first
teacher make to philosophy?
The polymath called the first teacher contributed by proposing that water is
the fundamental substance of all matter and by initiating the practice of
seeking natural explanations for natural phenomena.

How did the first teacher influence later scholars
and scientists?
The first teacher influenced later scholars by promoting rational thought and
empirical observation, which inspired subsequent philosophers like
Anaximander and Pythagoras, and eventually the development of modern science.

What fields did the polymath known as the first
teacher work in?
The polymath called the first teacher worked in various fields including
philosophy, mathematics, astronomy, and engineering.

Are there other figures besides Thales referred to
as the first teacher?
Yes, in different cultures, figures such as Confucius in China or Imhotep in
ancient Egypt have been referred to as the first teacher, but in the context
of Western philosophy, Thales is commonly given this title.

What is the significance of calling someone a
polymath and the first teacher?
Calling someone a polymath and the first teacher highlights their wide-
ranging knowledge across multiple disciplines and their pioneering role in
education and intellectual development.

Did the polymath called the first teacher write any
works?
No known writings by Thales have survived, but his ideas and teachings were
passed down through later philosophers and historians like Aristotle.



How is the legacy of the first teacher preserved
today?
The legacy of the first teacher is preserved through historical texts,
philosophical traditions, and the continued study of natural philosophy and
science that he helped to initiate.

What makes the polymath called the first teacher
relevant in today's educational context?
The polymath called the first teacher remains relevant today as an example of
interdisciplinary learning, critical thinking, and the pursuit of knowledge
that transcends mythology and superstition.

Additional Resources
1. The First Teacher: The Life and Legacy of a Polymath
This book explores the extraordinary life of the polymath known as the First
Teacher, delving into their contributions across various fields such as
science, philosophy, and art. It highlights how their interdisciplinary
approach shaped early education and knowledge dissemination. The narrative
combines biography with historical context to showcase the enduring impact of
their teachings.

2. Polymaths Through the Ages: The First Teacher and Beyond
Tracing the evolution of polymathic thought, this volume places the First
Teacher at the forefront of intellectual history. It examines how their
methodologies influenced subsequent generations of thinkers who mastered
multiple disciplines. The book also discusses the challenges and benefits of
polymathy in different cultural and historical settings.

3. Foundations of Knowledge: Lessons from the First Teacher
Focusing on the pedagogical philosophies of the First Teacher, this book
analyzes their approach to education and knowledge acquisition. It offers
insights into how their integrative teaching methods can be applied in modern
classrooms. Readers gain an understanding of the balance between
specialization and broad learning.

4. The First Teacher’s Guide to Interdisciplinary Thinking
This practical guide distills the principles used by the First Teacher to
connect disparate fields of study. It provides strategies for developing
critical thinking skills that transcend traditional academic boundaries. The
book is aimed at educators, students, and lifelong learners seeking to
cultivate a polymathic mindset.

5. Renaissance Mind: The First Teacher’s Influence on Modern Science
Examining the scientific breakthroughs inspired by the First Teacher, this
book links their early ideas to the Renaissance and the Scientific



Revolution. It highlights specific instances where their holistic perspective
fostered innovation. The narrative underscores the importance of cross-
disciplinary knowledge in advancing science.

6. Art and Science United: The First Teacher’s Vision
This work explores how the First Teacher bridged the gap between artistic
creativity and scientific inquiry. It showcases examples of their work that
blend aesthetics with empirical investigation. The book argues that this
fusion is key to understanding their polymathic genius.

7. The First Teacher’s Philosophical Compass
Delving into the philosophical contributions of the First Teacher, this book
investigates their views on knowledge, existence, and learning. It traces how
their ideas influenced subsequent philosophical movements. Readers are
invited to reflect on the role of philosophy in fostering a well-rounded
intellect.

8. Unlocking Potential: The First Teacher’s Educational Legacy
This title focuses on the educational reforms and innovations introduced by
the First Teacher. It outlines how their methods promoted critical thinking,
creativity, and lifelong learning. The book also discusses the relevance of
their legacy in contemporary education systems.

9. The Polymath’s Path: Following in the Footsteps of the First Teacher
A motivational and practical handbook for aspiring polymaths, this book draws
inspiration from the life and work of the First Teacher. It offers advice on
cultivating curiosity, managing diverse interests, and integrating knowledge
across fields. The book serves as a roadmap for those seeking to emulate the
polymathic ideal.
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  polymath called the first teacher: The Renaissance Ethics of Music Hyun-Ah Kim,
2015-10-06 In early modern Europe, music – particularly singing – was the arena where body and
soul came together, embodied in the notion of musica humana. Kim uses this concept to examine the
framework within which music and song were used to promote moral education and addresses
Renaissance ideas of religion, education and music.
  polymath called the first teacher: A Short History of Scientific Thought John Henry,
2011-11-28 An essential introductory textbook that shows students how science came to be such an
important aspect of modern culture. Lively and readable, it provides a rich historical survey of the
major developments in scientific thought, from the Ancient Greeks to the twentieth century. John
Henry also explains how new scientific theories have emerged and analyses their impact on
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contemporary thinking. This is an ideal core text for modules on the History of Science, Medicine
and Technology, or the History and Philosophy of Science - or a supplementary text for broader
modules on European History or Intellectual History - which may be offered at the upper levels of an
undergraduate History, Philosophy or Science degree. In addition it is a crucial resource for
students who may be studying the history of science for the first time as part of a taught
postgraduate degree in European History, Intellectual History, Science or Philosophy.
  polymath called the first teacher: Jesuit Polymath of Madrid D. Scott Hendrickson,
2015-05-26 In Jesuit Polymath of Madrid D. Scott Hendrickson offers the first English-language
account of the life and work of Juan Eusebio Nieremberg (1595-1658), a leading intellectual in Spain
during the turbulent decades of the mid-seventeenth century. Most remembered as a prominent
ascetic in the neo-Platonic tradition, Nieremberg emerges here as a writer deeply indebted to the
legacy of Ignatius Loyola and his Spiritual Exercises. Hendrickson convincingly shows how
Nieremberg drew from his formation in the Jesuit order at the time of its first centenary to engage
the cultural and intellectual currents of the Spanish Golden Age. As an author of some seventy-five
works, which represent several genres and were translated throughout Europe and abroad,
Nieremberg’s literary enterprise demands attention.
  polymath called the first teacher: Philosophy in the Islamic World Ulrich Rudolph, Peter
Adamson, 2023-08-28 Philosophy in the Islamic World is a comprehensive and unprecedented
four-volume reference work devoted to the history of philosophy in the realms of Islam, from its
beginnings in the eighth century AD down to modern times. In the period covered by this second
volume (eleventh and twelfth centuries). Both major and minor figures of the period are covered,
giving details of biography and doctrine, as well as detailed lists and summaries of each author’s
works. This is the English version of the relevant volume of the Ueberweg, the most authoritative
German reference work on the history of philosophy ( Philosophie in der Islamischen Welt Band II:
11.–12. Jahrhundert. Zentrale und östliche Gebiete , Basel: Schwabe, 2021). Contributors Peter
Adamson, Amos Bertolacci, Hans Daiber, Frank Griffel, Dimitri Gutas, Hermann Landolt, Wilferd
Madelung, Jon McGinnis, Ahmed H. al-Rahim, David C. Reisman, Ulrich Rudolph, Tony Street,
Johannes Thomann, and Renate Würsch.
  polymath called the first teacher: Sound Within Sound Kate Molleson, 2022-11-15 Sound
Within Sound presents an alternative history of 20th-century composers—nearly all of them women
or composers of color—by a leading international music critic. Think of a composer right now. Was it
a white man? Perhaps in old-fashioned clothing and wild hair? The music history we’re taught is one
dominated by men, and even then, only a select few enter the zeitgeist. This conventional history
perpetuates the myth of “great works” created by “genius” artists. Men who enjoyed institutional
privilege during their lifetimes and have since been enshrined by an industry of publishers and
record labels. But just because we haven’t heard of spectacular female composers doesn’t mean they
weren’t creating music all the same. Profiling a dozen pioneering 20th-century
composers—including American modernist Ruth Crawford Seeger (mother of Pete and Peggy
Seeger), French electronic artist Éliane Radigue, Soviet visionary Galina Ustvolskaya, and Ethiopian
pianist Emahoy Tsegué-Maryam Guèbrou—acclaimed journalist and BBC broadcaster Kate Molleson
reexamines the canon while bringing to life largely forgotten sonic revolutionaries whose dramatic
lives and bursts of creativity played out against a backdrop of seismic geopolitical and social change.
These composers, working at a remove from London, Paris, Vienna, and New York, were sidelined
and ignored for systemic, structural reasons. This is a landmark alternative history of 20th-century
composers; a radical, new, and truly global work of revisionist history. It is a campaigning book that
challenges the status quo while introducing you to a world of groundbreaking music. Includes
Black-and-White Photographs
  polymath called the first teacher: Knowledge and Cognition Dr. Roham Ghassemi,
2023-11-26 We all want peace, tranquility and knowledge, but how do we learn it? Who truly knows
the answer? Most of the time, we hear beautiful, attractive promises and words from different
individuals claiming they can show us the path to peace, tranquility and knowledge. However, we



seldom see any true results. Yet, if we really seek it wholly and look closely and patiently, the wise
have provided us with the clues, so that we may need to discover the right path to begin learning.
  polymath called the first teacher: Aristotle, with an English Translation Aristotle, 1926
  polymath called the first teacher: Oliver Wendell Holmes in Paris William C. Dowling,
2006 An innovative study that links the themes of Holmes's best-known literary works to his medical
training in nineteenth-century Paris.
  polymath called the first teacher: The New Newbolt Report Andrew Green, 2021-11-29
This book offers a pivotal re-evaluation of English teaching one century on from The Newbolt Report
of 1921, responding to this seminal work and exploring its impact on issues and contemporary aims
of English teaching today. Bringing together a range of experts in English higher education, the
book provides a twenty-first century inflection on the enduring issues highlighted by Newbolt’s
original report. It examines topics including the demands of assessment, the narrowing of the
literary curriculum, the impact of education reform, targets related to social mobility, class and
widening participation, as well as broader questions about the function of literature and the arts in
education. Chapters also consider issues surrounding the promotion of community cohesion,
diversity and how technological advances might reshape literary education. This unique
re-evaluation of the achievements and findings of the Newbolt Commission will be essential reading
for those researching English education and the history of education.
  polymath called the first teacher: The Polymath Waqas Ahmed, 2019-01-04 Every human is
born with multifarious potential. Why, then, do parents, schools and employers insist that we restrict
our many talents and interests; that we 'specialise' in just one? We've been sold a myth, that to
'specialise' is the only way to pursue truth, identity, or even a livelihood. Yet specialisation is nothing
but an outdated system that fosters ignorance, exploitation and disillusionment and thwarts
creativity, opportunity and progress. Following a series of exchanges with the world’s greatest
historians, futurists, philosophers and scientists, Waqas Ahmed has weaved together a narrative of
history and a vision for the future that seeks to disrupt this prevailing system of unwarranted
‘hyper-specialisation.’ In The Polymath, Waqas shows us that there is another way of thinking and
being. Through an approach that is both philosophical and practical, he sets out a cognitive journey
towards reclaiming your innate polymathic state. Going further, he proposes nothing less than a
cultural revolution in our education and professional structures, whereby everyone is encouraged to
express themselves in multiple ways and fulfil their many-sided potential. Not only does this enhance
individual fulfilment, but in doing so, facilitates a conscious and creative society that is both highly
motivated and well equipped to address the complexity of 21st century challenges.
  polymath called the first teacher: Transmitting Jewish History Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi,
Sylvie Anne Goldberg, 2021-11-08 This series of interviews brings together exceptional material on
Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi's personal and intellectual journey, true reflection on the rupture and
transmission, the fabric of history, and of Jewish being in today's world. This work also attests to the
astonishing breakthrough of the issues of Jewish history in general history.--
  polymath called the first teacher: Mountains Beyond Mountains Tracy Kidder, 2009-08-25
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “[A] masterpiece . . . an astonishing book that will leave you
questioning your own life and political views.”—USA Today “If any one person can be given credit
for transforming the medical establishment’s thinking about health care for the destitute, it is Paul
Farmer. . . . [Mountains Beyond Mountains] inspires, discomforts, and provokes.”—The New York
Times (Best Books of the Year) In medical school, Paul Farmer found his life’s calling: to cure
infectious diseases and to bring the lifesaving tools of modern medicine to those who need them
most. Tracy Kidder’s magnificent account shows how one person can make a difference in solving
global health problems through a clear-eyed understanding of the interaction of politics, wealth,
social systems, and disease. Profound and powerful, Mountains Beyond Mountains takes us from
Harvard to Haiti, Peru, Cuba, and Russia as Farmer changes people’s minds through his dedication
to the philosophy that “the only real nation is humanity.” WINNER OF THE LETTRE ULYSSES
AWARD FOR THE ART OF REPORTAGE This deluxe paperback edition includes a new Epilogue by



the author
  polymath called the first teacher: Islamic Thought Through Protestant Eyes Mehmet
Karabela, 2021-03-29 Early modern Protestant scholars closely engaged with Islamic thought in
more ways than is usually recognized. Among Protestants, Lutheran scholars distinguished
themselves as the most invested in the study of Islam and Muslim culture. Mehmet Karabela brings
the neglected voices of post-Reformation theologians, primarily German Lutherans, into focus and
reveals their rigorous engagement with Islamic thought. Inspired by a global history approach to
religious thought, Islamic Thought Through Protestant Eyes offers new sources to broaden the
conventional interpretation of the Reformation beyond a solely European Christian phenomenon.
Based on previously unstudied dissertations, disputations, and academic works written in Latin in
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Karabela analyzes three themes: Islam as theology and
religion; Islamic philosophy and liberal arts; and Muslim sects (Sunni and Shi‘a). This book provides
analyses and translations of the Latin texts as well as brief biographies of the authors. These texts
offer insight into the Protestant perception of Islamic thought for scholars of religious studies and
Islamic studies as well as for general readers. Examining the influence of Islamic thought on the
construction of the Protestant identity after the Reformation helps us to understand the role of Islam
in the evolution of Christianity.
  polymath called the first teacher: 2300+ Objective History MCQs with 100%
Explanatory Notes for Civil Services & other Competitive Exams 5th Edition  Pages-200 ,
  polymath called the first teacher: Resilient Communities of Central Eurasia Elena
Korosteleva, Irina Petrova, 2023-03-21 This book argues for the need to rethink governance through
the lens of 'resilience as self-governance'. Building on complexity-thinking, it contends that in the
context of change and complex life, challenges are most efficiently dealt with, at the source, 'locally',
to make 'the global' more responsive and sustainable. Resilience as self-governance is advanced as
an overriding framework to explore its constitutive elements - identity, ‘good life’, local coping
strategies and support infrastructures - which, when mobilized, can turn communities into
‘peoplehood’ in the face of adversity. It is argued that these communities of relations, self-organised
and self-aware of their worth, is what makes them so resilient to crises, and what helps them to
transform with change; and how they should be governed today. Central Eurasia, spanning from
Belarus in the west, to Azerbaijan in the south and Kyrgyzstan in the east, provides fertile grounds
for exploring how resilience works in practice in times of complex change. By immersing into
centuries-long traditions and philosophy, local experiences of survival, and visions for change, this
book shows that governability at any level requires a substantive 'local' input to make 'the global'
more enduring and resilient in a complex adaptive world. This book will be of great value to students
and scholars in the fields of Politics including Eurasian politics and the various aspects of
Governance. Most of the chapters in this book were published as a special issue of Cambridge
Review of International Affairs.
  polymath called the first teacher: Legal Traditions in Asia Janos Jany, 2020-04-08 This book
offers a comparative analysis of traditional Asian legal systems. It combines methods from legal
history, legal anthropology, legal philosophy, and substantive law, pursuing a comprehensive
approach that offers readers a broad perspective on the topic. The geographic regions covered
include the Near East, Middle East, Central Asia, India, China, Japan, and Southeast Asia. For each
region, the book first provides historical and political context. Next, it discusses major milestones in
the region’s legal history and political institutions, as well as its forms of government. Readers are
then presented with fundamental principles and terms needed to understand the legal arguments
discussed. The book begins with the Ancient Near East and important topics such as Jewish law. The
next part considers Islamic law, while also exploring modern issues. The third part focuses on Hindu
and Buddhist law, while the fourth part covers China and Japan. The book’s closing section examines
tribal societies, e.g. Mongols, Pashtuns and Malays. Topics covered include the interaction of legal
systems within a legal circle, inter-systemic interactions, reasons for the failure and success of legal
modernization, legal pluralism, and its effects on Asian societies. Family law, law of obligation,



criminal law, and procedural law are also explored.
  polymath called the first teacher: New Catholic Encyclopedia: Fri-Hoh Catholic University of
America, 2003 This 15 volume, second edition features revised and new articles. Among the 12,000
entries in the encyclopedia are articles on theology, philosophy, history, literary figures, saints,
musicians and much more.
  polymath called the first teacher: Illustrations of the Logic of Science Charles Sanders
Peirce, 2014-05-19 Charles Peirce’s Illustrations of the Logic of Science is an early work in the
philosophy of science and the official birthplace of pragmatism. It contains Peirce’s two most
influential papers: “The Fixation of Belief” and “How to Make Our Ideas Clear,” as well as
discussions on the theory of probability, the ground of induction, the relation between science and
religion, and the logic of abduction. Unsatisfied with the result and driven by a constant, almost
feverish urge to improve his work, Peirce spent considerable time and effort revising these papers.
After the turn of the century these efforts gained significant momentum when Peirce sought to
establish his role in the development of pragmatism while distancing himself from the more popular
versions that had become current. The present edition brings together the original series as it
appeared in Popular Science Monthly and a selection of Peirce’s later revisions, many of which
remained hidden in the mass of messy manuscripts that were left behind after his death in 1914.
  polymath called the first teacher: Super Crunchers Ian Ayres, 2007-08-28 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • With new information on crunching your own numbers to get the edge the
experts have An international sensation—and still the talk of the relevant blogosphere—this Wall
Street Journal and New York Times business bestseller examines the “power” in numbers. Today
more than ever, number crunching affects your life in ways you might not even imagine. Intuition
and experience are no longer enough to make the grade. In order to succeed—even survive—in our
data-based world, you need to become statistically literate. Cutting-edge organizations are already
crunching increasingly larger databases to find the unseen connections among seemingly
unconnected things to predict human behavior with staggeringly accurate results. From Internet
sites like Google and Amazon that use filters to keep track of your tastes and your purchasing
history, to insurance companies and government agencies that every day make decisions affecting
your life, the brave new world of the super crunchers is happening right now. No one who wants to
stay ahead of the curve should make another keystroke without reading Ian Ayres’s engrossing and
enlightening book.
  polymath called the first teacher: Anecdotes and Antidotes Ibn Abi Usaybi'ah, 2020-06-25
To my knowledge...no one...has ever written a comprehensive book dealing with physicians through
the ages and recounting their history in a coherent fashion. So wrote Syrian physician Ibn Abi
Usaybi'ah, circa 1243, as he embarked on the first world history of medicine ever attempted. Many
physicians served at the royal courts of their time and were firmly part of the intellectual and
cultural scene, where the ability to write stylishly and entertain one's peers in both prose and verse
was the basis of social credibility. The work Ibn Abi Usaybi'ah created contains over 432
biographical accounts of physicians from those of ancient Greece, such as Galen, through Avicenna
and Maimonides, to the author's own colleagues of the 13th century. As such, his work includes
important accounts of medical activity in medieval hospitals. Through this book, a window opens not
only on to the origins of the medical profession, but also into the truly multi-cultural, multi-religious
world of the medieval Middle East. Anecdotes and Antidotes is an abridged version of this world
history of medicine. It comprises 103 biographies of physicians and philosophers, organized
geographically and chronologically, from the 4th century BC to the 13th century, and includes
seminal Muslim, Christian and Jewish figures. It contains vital medical and historical information, as
well as revealing the cultural values, interests and concerns of the literary and intellectual elite of
the time.
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