political party leader president role

political party leader president role is a critical concept in understanding the structure and
function of political organizations and governance systems. This role combines the leadership of a
political party with the responsibilities of a president, often seen in various forms across democratic
and semi-democratic states. The political party leader president role is pivotal in shaping policy
agendas, directing party strategies, and representing the party at both national and international
levels. This position requires balancing party interests with national governance duties, making it a
complex and influential role. Understanding the nuances of this role involves exploring its historical
context, duties, powers, challenges, and impact on political stability and governance. This article
delves into these aspects, providing a comprehensive overview of the political party leader president
role in contemporary politics.
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Definition and Historical Context

The political party leader president role refers to an individual who simultaneously holds the position
of the head of a political party and the president of a country. This dual position centralizes political
and executive authority, offering a unique blend of party leadership and national governance.
Historically, this role has evolved with the development of modern political systems, particularly in
presidential democracies and hybrid regimes.

In many countries, the president is elected as the leader of the ruling party, thereby consolidating
power within a single individual. This arrangement has roots in both parliamentary and presidential
traditions, where party leadership often serves as a stepping stone to the presidency. Over time, the
political party leader president role has become a defining feature of political leadership, influencing
electoral politics, policy formulation, and governance structures.

Key Responsibilities of the Political Party Leader
President

The responsibilities tied to the political party leader president role are extensive and multifaceted.
This position demands a comprehensive approach to leadership, encompassing party management,
governance, and public representation.



Party Leadership and Strategy

As the leader of a political party, the president is responsible for setting the strategic direction of the
party. This includes formulating policies, overseeing election campaigns, and managing party
resources. The leader must maintain party unity, resolve internal conflicts, and cultivate a strong
organizational structure to support electoral success.

Executive Governance

In the capacity of president, the individual holds the highest executive office in the country, tasked
with implementing laws, managing the government, and representing the nation internationally. The
president must balance party objectives with national interests, ensuring effective governance and
adherence to constitutional mandates.

Legislative Interaction

The political party leader president often plays a crucial role in shaping legislative agendas. By
leveraging party majority or coalition support, the president influences lawmaking processes and
promotes policies aligned with the party’s platform.

Public Communication and Representation

Engaging with the public and media is a vital responsibility. The president must articulate the
party’s vision and government policies clearly, fostering public trust and maintaining political
legitimacy.

Influence on Party Dynamics and National Governance

The political party leader president role significantly affects both party dynamics and national
governance. This dual leadership can strengthen party cohesion but also pose challenges related to
concentration of power.

Strengthening Party Cohesion

When the president leads the party, it often results in enhanced discipline and unified messaging.
The party’s agenda aligns closely with government policies, facilitating coordinated action and
political stability within the ruling coalition.

Centralization of Power

However, this role can lead to a concentration of power that may undermine internal party
democracy and checks and balances within government institutions. Centralized authority risks
marginalizing dissenting voices and weakening institutional independence.



Impact on Policy and Governance

The political party leader president role enables swift policy implementation, as the executive and
party apparatus are synchronized. This can promote policy continuity and responsiveness but may
also reduce pluralism and contestation in policymaking.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its advantages, the political party leader president role faces several challenges and
criticisms related to governance, democratic practices, and political accountability.

Risk of Authoritarianism

Consolidating party and presidential power in one individual may lead to authoritarian tendencies.
Critics argue this can weaken democratic institutions, suppress opposition, and erode civil liberties.

Internal Party Conflicts

The dual role can exacerbate factionalism within the party, especially when leadership decisions
favor certain groups or when succession questions arise. Managing internal dissent requires careful
negotiation and compromise.

Balancing National and Party Interests

Presidents must often navigate conflicts between national interests and party agendas. Prioritizing
party goals over national welfare can generate public distrust and political instability.

Accountability and Transparency

With concentrated power, maintaining accountability becomes challenging. Transparent governance
and adherence to legal frameworks are essential to prevent misuse of authority.

Case Studies of Political Party Leader Presidents

Examining real-world examples helps illuminate the complexities of the political party leader
president role across different political contexts.

1. United States: While the U.S. president is not formally the party leader, the role often
involves significant influence over party strategy and direction during their term,
demonstrating a semi-dual leadership dynamic.



2. Russia: The president often serves as the head of the ruling party, centralizing political power
and shaping national policies with strong party backing.

3. South Africa: The African National Congress (ANC) leader traditionally becomes the
president, linking party leadership directly with the executive role and influencing governance
and party unity.

These examples illustrate how the political party leader president role functions in diverse political
systems, highlighting both its strategic advantages and inherent risks.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main responsibilities of a political party leader
who is also the president?

A political party leader who is also the president typically sets the party's agenda, represents the
party publicly, makes key policy decisions, leads the executive branch of government, and works to
implement the party's platform nationwide.

How does the role of a political party leader differ from that of
the president?

While the political party leader focuses on party strategy, organization, and electoral success, the
president's role is to govern the country, make executive decisions, and uphold the constitution.
When one person holds both roles, they must balance party interests with national responsibilities.

Can a president serve effectively as a political party leader
simultaneously?

Yes, many presidents serve as political party leaders simultaneously, which can strengthen party
unity and policy implementation. However, it requires balancing partisan goals with governing fairly
and addressing the needs of all citizens.

How does being a political party leader influence a president's
policy-making?

Being a political party leader often influences a president's policy-making by aligning policies with
the party's platform, ensuring support from party members, and advancing legislative priorities that
reflect party ideology.

What challenges arise when a president is also the leader of a



political party?

Challenges include managing conflicts between national interests and party agendas, addressing
intra-party divisions, avoiding excessive partisanship, and maintaining public trust while pursuing
party goals.

How do political party leaders become presidents in
democratic systems?

In democratic systems, political party leaders often become presidential candidates and are elected
through national elections. Their leadership within the party helps secure nominations and mobilize
voter support.

What impact does a political party leader president have on
party unity?

A political party leader who is also president can enhance party unity by serving as a central figure
and rallying support. Conversely, if the president's actions cause division, it can lead to factionalism
within the party.

How does the role of political party leader president vary
across different countries?

The role varies depending on the political system; in some countries, presidents have strong
executive powers and lead their parties directly, while in others, the roles may be separate or
balanced differently due to constitutional or cultural factors.

What skills are essential for someone serving as both political
party leader and president?

Essential skills include strong leadership, political acumen, communication, negotiation, crisis
management, the ability to balance competing interests, and a deep understanding of both party
dynamics and national governance.

Additional Resources

1. Leading the Nation: The Role of Political Party Leaders in Shaping Presidency

This book explores the critical influence political party leaders have on presidential roles and
national governance. It delves into the dynamics between party leadership and presidential decision-
making, highlighting case studies from various countries. Readers gain insights into how party
politics can support or constrain a president's agenda.

2. The President and the Party: Navigating Leadership in Modern Democracies

Focusing on contemporary democratic systems, this book examines the balance a president must
maintain between party loyalty and national interest. It discusses the challenges faced by party
leaders who hold presidential office, including managing internal party factions and public
expectations. The author provides frameworks for understanding this dual leadership role.



3. Party Power and Presidential Authority: A Comparative Analysis

This comparative study evaluates how different political systems allocate power between party
leaders and presidents. Through detailed analysis of countries with presidential and semi-
presidential systems, it reveals the variations in party influence over presidential authority. The book
is essential for students of political science interested in institutional interactions.

4. The Art of Party Leadership in the Presidency

This book highlights the strategic skills required for political party leaders who ascend to the
presidency. It covers topics such as coalition-building, policy prioritization, and crisis management.
Drawing on historical examples, it illustrates how effective party leadership can enhance
presidential success.

5. From Party Chair to President: Pathways to Political Leadership

Tracing the career trajectories of prominent leaders, this book shows how experience as a party
chair can serve as a stepping stone to the presidency. It discusses the political, social, and
organizational skills gained through party leadership roles. The author also addresses the challenges
leaders face when transitioning to the executive office.

6. Presidential Leadership and Party Dynamics in the 21st Century

Focusing on recent political developments, this book analyzes how globalization and media influence
the relationship between presidents and their parties. It investigates the evolving expectations of
party leaders who are also heads of state. Case studies include leaders who have successfully
adapted to or struggled with these changes.

7. The Dual Role: Political Party Leader and Head of State

This book examines the unique pressures and responsibilities of holding simultaneous roles as party
leader and president. It discusses the potential conflicts of interest and the strategies leaders use to
maintain legitimacy and effectiveness. Insights from political psychology and leadership theory
enrich the analysis.

8. Party Politics and Presidential Governance: Challenges and Opportunities

Exploring the intersection of party politics and presidential governance, this book outlines the
obstacles leaders face in implementing their agendas within party frameworks. It also highlights
opportunities for presidents to leverage party support to achieve policy goals. The narrative includes
interviews with former presidents and party officials.

9. Leadership in the Presidency: Managing Party, Public, and Power

This comprehensive guide addresses the multifaceted nature of presidential leadership, focusing on
managing party relations, public opinion, and institutional power. It offers practical advice for
current and aspiring presidents on balancing these elements effectively. The author combines theory
with real-world examples to provide a nuanced understanding of the role.
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political party leader president role: The Selection of Political Party Leaders in
Contemporary Parliamentary Democracies Jean-Benoit Pilet, William Cross, 2014-01-10 This
book explores the ways in which political parties, in contemporary parliamentary democracies,
choose their leaders and then subsequently hold them accountable. The authors provide a
comprehensive examination of party leadership selection and accountability both through
examination of parties and countries in different institutional settings and through a holistic analysis
of the role of party leaders and the methods through which they assume, and exit, the office. The
collection includes essays on Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Italy,
Portugal, Romania, Spain, Norway and the United Kingdom which have important differences in
their party systems, their degree of democratization, the role assigned to party leaders and their
methods of leadership selection. Each country examination provides significant data relating to
party rules and norms of leadership selection, leadership tenures and leadership contests. The book
concludes with a chapter that merges the country data analyses to provide a truly comparative
examination of the theoretical questions underlying the volume. This book will be of strong interest
to students and scholars of legislative studies, elections, democracy, political parties, party systems,
political elites and comparative politics.

political party leader president role: Analyzing American Democracy Jon R. Bond, Lydia M.
Andrade, 2023-08-31 Providing the tools for critical thinking, the fifth edition of Analyzing American
Democracy: Politics and Political Science relies on statistical analysis, constitutional scholarship,
and theoretical foundations to introduce the structure, process, and outcomes of the U.S. political
system. Interpretation and implications of the 2022 mid-term elections and full results of the 2020
census are included, as are discussions of:: the January 6th commission, major developments in the
Supreme Court, the Covid-19 pandemic, the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and other key political
events that shape domestic, foreign, judicial, and economic policies. For introductory courses in
American government, this text covers theory and methods as well. New to the Fifth Edition * New
and updated statistical data reflecting the 2020 census and the 2022 midterm elections, and
discussions of the implications of the data and the results. ¢ Offers a retrospective analysis of the
entire Trump presidency and the first years of the Biden presidency. « Examines contemporary
questions of social justice and anticipates upcoming challenges to voting rights, affirmative action
policies, health care and reproductive rights, and protections for ethnic minorities and the LGBT
community. ¢ Previews the policy implications of an increasingly partisan Supreme Court, recaps the
controversial recent decisions on health care, abortion, and environmental policy, and covers the
historic confirmation of new justice Ketanji Brown-Jackson.

political party leader president role: Guide to the Presidency Michael Nelson, 2015-05-01
The Guide to the Presidency is an extensive study of the most important office of the U.S. political
system. Its two volumes describe the history, workings and people involved in this office from
Washington to Clinton. The thirty-seven chapters of the Guide, arranged into seven distinct subject
areas (ranging from the origins of the office to the powers of the presidency to selection and
removal) cover every aspect of the presidency. Initially dealing with the constitutional evolution of
the presidency and its development, the book goes on to expand on the history of the office, how the
presidency operates alongside the numerous departments and agents of the federal bureaucracy,
and how the selection procedure works in ordinary and special cicumstances. Of special interest to
the reader will be the illustrated biographies of every president from Washington to the present day,
and the detailed overview of the vice-presidents and first ladies of each particular office. Also
included are two special appendices, one of which gathers together important addresses and
speeches from the Declaration of Independence to Clinton's Inaugural Address, and another which
provides results from elections and polls and statistics from each office.

political party leader president role: Federal Register , 1975

political party leader president role: Executive Branch of the Government (ENHANCED
eBook) Julia Hargrove, 2000-03-01 What are the powers and duties of the President? How did the




Executive Branch begin? What does the Cabinet do? Answers to those questions and more are
revealed through interesting and informative activities that help students understand how their
government works.

political party leader president role: Guide to the Presidency and the Executive Branch
Michael Nelson, 2012-08-13 This comprehensive two-volume guide is the definitive source for
researchers seeking an understanding of those who have occupied the White House and on the
institution of the U.S. presidency. Readers turn Guide to the Presidency and the Executive Branch
for its wealth of facts and analytical chapters that explain the structure, powers, and operations of
the office and the president’s relationship with Congress and the Supreme Court. The fifth edition of
this acclaimed reference completes coverage of the George W. Bush presidency, the 2008 election,
and the first 3 years of the presidency of Barack Obama. This includes coverage of their handling of
the economic crisis, wars abroad, and Obama’s healthcare initiatives. The work is divided into eight
distinct subject areas covering every aspect of the U.S. presidency, and all chapters in each subject
area have been revised and updated: Origins and Development of the Presidency, including
constitutional beginnings, history of the presidency and vice presidency, and presidential ratings
Selection and Removal of the President, including the electoral process, a chronology of presidential
elections, removal of the president and vice president, and succession Powers of the Presidency,
including the unilateral powers of the presidency and those as chief of state, chief administrator,
legislative leader, commander in chief, and chief economist The President, the Public, and the
Parties, including presidential appearances, the president and political parties, the president and the
news media, the presidency and pop culture, public support and opinion, and the president and
interest groups The Presidency and the Executive Branch, including the White House Office, the
Office of the Vice President, supporting organizations, the cabinet and executive departments,
presidential commissions, and executive branch housing, pay, and perquisites Chief Executive and
Federal Government, including the president and Congress, the president and the Supreme Court,
and the president and the bureaucracy Presidents, their Families, and Life in the White House and
Beyond, including the daily life of the president, the first lady, the first family, friends of presidents,
and life after the presidency Biographies of the Presidents, Vice Presidents, First Ladies This new
volume also features more than 200 textboxes, tables, and figures. Major revisions cover the
supporting White House organizations and the president’s role as chief economist. Additional
reference materials include explanatory headnotes, as well as hundreds of photographs with detailed
captions.

political party leader president role: The Environmental Presidency Dennis L. Soden,
1999-09-16 Examines how the modern presidency has responded to environmental concerns.

political party leader president role: APPLICATION TO REGISTER A POLITICAL PARTY:
TOMORROW'S WORLD ORDER IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA David Gomadza, 2025-02-14
APPLICATION TO REGISTER A POLITICAL PARTY: TOMORROW'S WORLD ORDER IN THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA To:ao@fec.gov

political party leader president role: American Politics and Society David McKay,
2009-04-06 American Politics and Society is a clear and concise introduction to US politics which
explains, analyses, and interprets the processes of US government and, crucially, appraises them
from a non-US perspective. This completely revised new edition takes in the many changes which
have occurred in US politics and explores the ‘political and ideological polarization” which some
commentators see as a significant characteristic of US politics and society today. Engaging with
such issues as the rapidly changing balance of support for the Democrats and Republicans, and the
continuing decline in the global reputation of the United States, the book provides an up-to-date
survey of the views and criticisms of leading political commentators, including commentary on the
2008 presidential election. Written in an accessible style and packed with illustrations and
pedagogical features, this book offers a fresh look at the social background to American political and
economic life, the institutions and processes of government, and the most recent and dramatic
events in the political arena. An accompanying website containing additional support for lecturers



and students is available at www.blackwellpublishing.com/mckay/

political party leader president role: National Security and Mobilization Management , 1985

political party leader president role: Political Parties in the American Mold Leon D. Epstein,
1986 The most comprehensive textbook I have read on American political parties. Written before the
current partisan impasse, the book does much to clarify the extremely fluid and often fragile
structure of our two major parties--parties that, in comparison with their European counterparts,
have relatively weak ties to social classes and religious groups.--New York Review of Books

political party leader president role: Presidential Travel Richard ]. Ellis, 2008-04-22 In office
less than half a year, President George Washington undertook an arduous month-long tour of New
England to promote his new government and to dispel fears of monarchy. More than two hundred
years later, American presidents still regularly traverse the country to advance their political goals
and demonstrate their connection to the people. In this first book-length study of the history of
presidential travel, Richard Ellis explores how travel has reflected and shaped the changing
relationship between American presidents and the American people. Tracing the evolution of the
president from First Citizen to First Celebrity, he spins a lively narrative that details what happens
when our leaders hit the road to meet the people. Presidents, Ellis shows, have long placed travel at
the service of politics: Rutherford the Rover Hayes visited thirty states and six territories and was
the first president to reach the Pacific, while William Howard Taft logged an average of 30,000 rail
miles a year. Unearthing previously untold stories of our peripatetic presidents, Ellis also reveals
when the public started paying for presidential travel, why nineteenth-century presidents never left
the country, and why earlier presidents-such as Andrew Jackson, once punched in the nose on a
riverboat-journeyed without protection. Ellis marks the fine line between accessibility and safety,
from John Quincy Adams skinny-dipping in the Potomac to George W. clearing brush in Crawford.
Particularly important, Ellis notes, is the advent of air travel. While presidents now travel more
widely, they have paradoxically become more remote from the people, as Air Force One flies over
towns through which presidential trains once rumbled to rousing cheers. Designed to close the gap
between president and people, travel now dramatizes the distance that separates the president from
the people and reinforces the image of a regal presidency. As entertaining as it is informative, Ellis's
book is a sprightly account that takes readers along on presidential jaunts through the years as our
leaders press flesh and kiss babies, ride carriages and trains, plot strategies on board ships and
planes, and try to connect with the citizens they represent.

political party leader president role: American Political Parties John Kenneth White,
Matthew R. Kerbel, 2022-08-25 American Political Parties is a core textbook on political parties in
the United States that places the US party system into a framework designed around the
disagreements between Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson. White and Kerbel argue that the
two-party system in the United States began with a common agreement on the key values of
freedom, individual rights, and equality of opportunity but that Hamilton and Jefferson
disagreed—often vehemently—over how to translate these ideals into an acceptable form of
governance. This text develops a unique historical perspective of US party development using the
disagreements between Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson as a framework for analysis.
While Hamilton wanted to marry freedom to a strong, active federal government with an energetic
president who would act on behalf of all citizens, Jefferson believed that freedom should be allied to
local civic virtue, with governmental responsibilities placed primarily at the local level. Today,
Hamiltonian nationalism finds its home in the Democratic Party, while Republicans have espoused
Jeffersonian localism since 1964. Using this historical framework, American Political Parties
examines a range of topics including marketing and social media, campaign finance, reforms in the
presidential nominating process, political demography, and third parties. In this new edition
(previously published as Party On!), the authors describe four possible futures in the wake of the
2020 election and why Americans believed it was “the most important” election in their lifetimes.
The unique history of US political parties as set forth by the disagreements between Alexander
Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson is at an inflection point. Republicans have become an insurgent



party fully under the control of Donald Trump while Democrats have an opportunity to create a new
majority coalition. This juncture poses unique challenges to our democracy and constitutional
framework, and the book describes four possible outcomes, postulating where American political
parties are headed in this decade.

political party leader president role: William Howard Taft's Constitutional
Progressivism Kevin J. Burns, 2021-05-26 In William Howard Taft’s Constitutional Progressivism
Kevin J. Burns makes a compelling case that Taft’s devotion to the Constitution of 1787 contributed
to his progressivism. In contrast to the majority of scholarship, which has viewed Taft as a
reactionary conservative because of his constitutionalism, Burns explores the ways Taft’s
commitment to both the Constitution and progressivism drove his political career and the decisions
he made as president and chief justice. Taft saw the Constitution playing a positive role in American
political life, recognizing that it created a national government strong enough to enact broad
progressive reforms. In reevaluating Taft’s career, Burns highlights how Taft rejected the “laisser
[sic] faire school,” which taught that “the Government ought to do nothing but run a police force.”
Recognizing that the massive industrial changes following the Civil War had created a plethora of
socioeconomic ills, Taft worked to expand the national government’s initiatives in the fields of
trust-busting, land conservation, tariff reform, railroad regulation, and worker safety law. Burns
offers a fuller understanding of Taft and his political project by emphasizing Taft’s belief that the
Constitution could play a constructive role in American political life by empowering the government
to act and by undergirding and protecting the reform legislation the government implemented.
Moreover, Taft recognized that if the Constitution could come to the aid of progressivism, political
reform might also redound to the benefit of the Constitution by showing its continued relevance and
workability in modern America. Although Taft’s efforts to promote significant policy-level reforms
attest to his progressivism, his major contribution to American political thought is his understanding
of the US Constitution as a fundamental law, not a policy-oriented document. In many ways Taft can
be thought of as an originalist, yet his originalism was marked by a belief in robust national powers.
Taft’s constitutionalism remains relevant because while his principles seem foreign to modern legal
discourse, his constitutional vision offers an alternative to contemporary political divisions by
combining political progressivism-liberalism with constitutional conservatism.

political party leader president role: The American Political Process Alan R. Grant, 2004 The
thoroughly revised and updated new 7th edition of this well-established textbook continues to
provide a comprehensive introduction to the history, structure, institutions, and policies of the
American political system.

political party leader president role: An Essential Guide to American Politics and the
American Political System Kenneth L. Hill, 2012-07-31 An Essential Guide to American Politics
and the American Political System by Kenneth Hill clarifies many of the trends influencing American
politics today. You will find in this book a clear analysis of the underlying structure of the American
political system, emerging trends, and enduring problems. The book analyzes both continuity and
change in American politics and the interaction between the two. Voters, to take one example, now
have multiple sources to gather and evaluate political information. The result is often confusion
rather than better understanding. Policies adopted by nations around the world now impact the
American voter in both positive and negative ways. The policies of other nations now in part
determine rates of employment in the United States. The question of equality and equal opportunity
has become increasingly controversial as the gap between social classes continues to widen. Much
more than in the past, more Americans are now questioning the ability of the American political
system to successfully deal with current challenges. Americans are losing confidence in their leaders
and institutions. The optimism that has long been a characteristic of the American people is
vanishing as problems go unsolved often because of petty political differences. Our two political
parties no longer produce the leaders they once did. Kenneth Hills book is an essential guide to
better understand the challenges confronting the American political system---and the possibility of
success or failure.



political party leader president role: The Keys to Power Shirley Anne Warshaw, 2015-09-25
An accessible and comprehensive main text for courses on the presidency, this text argues that to be
a successful presidential leader, one must effectively manage the enormous institutional and
personal resources - or the keys to power. Using the keys to power theme, Warshaw argues that the
presidency is far more powerful today than in past generations. The book offers the most coverage in
the market on the structures that provide the president with such power. As a result, there are
discrete chapters dedicated to the vice president, the president's cabinet, the White House staff, and
the executive office of the President. Standard topics such as the president and the economy, are
still covered but are integrated throughout the chapters.

political party leader president role: Political Parties in American Society NA NA,
2016-09-27 In this comprehensive introduction to political parties, two of the country's foremost
scholars combine the traditional PIE, PIG, PO approach with unique chapters on such issues as race
and campaign finance. Throughout the book, the authors argue strongly in favor of the continued
relevance of parties in the American political system and provide strong evidence that parties have
adapted to the changing American political scene.

political party leader president role: James Madison John R. Vile, William D. Pederson,
Frank J. Williams, 2008 James Madison: Philosopher, Founder, and Statesman presents fresh
scholarship on the philosophical statesman who served as the nation’s fourth president and who is
often called both the father of the U.S. Constitution and the father of the Bill of Rights. These essays
by historians and political scientists from the United States and abroad focus on six distinct aspects
of Madison’s life and work: his personality and development as a statesman; his work at the
Constitutional Convention of 1787 and contributions to larger constitutional design; his advocacy for
the adoption of the Bill of Rights; his controversial role as a party leader; his presidency; and his life
after leaving office. James Madison continues to be regarded as one of America’s great political
theorists, a man who devoted his life to, and who found fulfill- ment in, public service. His
philosophical contributions remain vital to any understanding of the modern American polity. This
book will be of great interest to political scientists and theorists, as well as to historians of early
American history and politics.

political party leader president role: Remaking the Democratic Party Hanes Walton, Pearl K.
Ford Dowe, Josephine Allen, Brandon Walton, 2016-08-09 A continuation of Hanes Walton Jr.’s work
on Southern Democratic presidents, Remaking the Democratic Party analyzes the congressional and
presidential elections of Lyndon Baines Johnson. This study builds upon the general theory of the
native-son phenomenon to demonstrate that a Southern native-son can win the presidency without
the localism evident in the elections of Bill Clinton and Jimmy Carter. Although ridiculed by
contemporaries for his apparent lack of control over formal party politics and the national
committee, Johnson excelled at leading the Democratic Party’s policy agenda. While a senator and as
president, Johnson advocated for—and secured—liberal social welfare and civil rights legislation,
forcing the party to break with its Southern tradition of elitism, conservatism, and white supremacy.
In a way, Johnson set the terms for the continuing partisan battle because, by countering the
Democrats’ new ideology, the Republican Party also underwent a transformation.
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