
political science graduation cap

political science graduation cap marks a significant milestone for students
who have dedicated years to understanding the complexities of governance,
public policy, and political theory. This iconic symbol of academic
achievement not only represents the culmination of rigorous study but also
signifies the readiness of graduates to engage in civic life and contribute
to society. The political science graduation cap often features unique
designs and embellishments that reflect the graduate’s field of study,
personal achievements, and aspirations. This article explores the history and
symbolism of the graduation cap, specific design elements related to
political science, and practical tips for customizing the cap to make it
memorable. Additionally, it covers the importance of the graduation cap in
academic ceremonies and its role in fostering a sense of pride among
political science graduates. The following sections provide an in-depth look
at the political science graduation cap, guiding students through the
traditions and creative possibilities associated with this emblematic
academic accessory.

History and Significance of the Graduation Cap

Design Elements of the Political Science Graduation Cap

Customizing Your Political Science Graduation Cap

Symbolism and Colors in Political Science Regalia

Tips for Wearing and Caring for the Graduation Cap

History and Significance of the Graduation Cap

The graduation cap, also known as the mortarboard, has a rich history that
dates back to the medieval period. Originating from the biretta worn by Roman
Catholic clergy, the cap evolved as part of academic regalia symbolizing
scholarly achievement and intellectual discipline. For political science
graduates, the cap represents not only academic success but also a commitment
to understanding and shaping governance systems.

Origins of the Mortarboard

The mortarboard derives its name from its flat, square shape resembling a
mason’s tool used to hold mortar. It became widely adopted in European



universities during the 14th and 15th centuries. Over time, the cap became
standardized in academic ceremonies worldwide and is now a quintessential
part of graduation attire.

Significance in Academic Traditions

Wearing the graduation cap signals the completion of a degree program and is
a ceremonial marker of the transition from student to graduate. The cap is
traditionally worn with a tassel, which is moved from one side to the other
during the ceremony to signify the conferral of the degree. For political
science graduates, this ritual underscores their preparedness to enter the
professional world of politics, public administration, or academia.

Design Elements of the Political Science
Graduation Cap

The political science graduation cap often incorporates specific design
elements that reflect the discipline’s themes and values. While the base
mortarboard remains consistent, graduates frequently personalize the top
surface with symbols, emblems, or quotes relevant to political science.

Common Symbols and Imagery

Political science graduates may choose to feature imagery such as:

The scales of justice representing fairness and law

The globe symbolizing international relations

The torch as a metaphor for enlightenment and knowledge

Government buildings or capitol domes indicating political institutions

Icons of democracy such as voting ballots or flags

These symbols reinforce the graduate’s dedication to understanding political
systems and their impact on society.



Incorporating Quotes and Text

Quotes from renowned political thinkers like John Locke, Machiavelli, or
Hannah Arendt are popular choices for decorating the graduation cap. Short,
impactful phrases such as “Power to the People” or “Informed Citizenship”
help convey the graduate’s academic journey and future aspirations.

Customizing Your Political Science Graduation
Cap

Customization of the political science graduation cap allows the graduate to
express individuality and highlight academic achievements. This practice has
gained popularity as students seek to stand out during commencement
ceremonies.

Materials and Techniques

Graduates can use various materials and techniques to personalize their caps,
including:

Acrylic paints or fabric markers for hand-painted designs

Adhesive gems and rhinestones for decorative accents

Printed decals or stickers featuring political icons

3D elements such as miniature flags or paper cutouts

Embroidery or fabric appliqués for textured designs

Creative Ideas for Political Science Themes

Some creative customization ideas include:

Replicating a famous political cartoon or caricature

Designing a timeline of key historical political events



Incorporating the colors of a nation’s flag alongside personal identity
symbols

Using QR codes linked to personal academic portfolios or research

Featuring caricatures of influential political leaders or theorists

Symbolism and Colors in Political Science
Regalia

Beyond the cap, political science graduates often wear hoods or stoles with
colors representing their field of study. Understanding the meanings behind
these colors adds depth to the graduation attire.

Official Academic Colors

The American Council on Education designates specific colors for academic
disciplines. For political science, the official color is generally dark
blue. This color symbolizes the depth of knowledge, integrity, and the
importance of governance and public service.

Additional Symbolic Accessories

Graduates may also wear accessories such as:

Blue stoles embroidered with the university crest or political science
insignia

Medallions featuring scales of justice or other political icons

Honor cords representing academic honors or membership in political
science societies

Tips for Wearing and Caring for the Graduation



Cap

Properly wearing and caring for the political science graduation cap ensures
it remains a cherished keepsake after the ceremony. Attention to detail in
both appearance and maintenance is essential.

Wearing the Cap Correctly

The graduation cap should sit flat on the head with the point of the
mortarboard parallel to the ground. The front edge should rest about one inch
above the eyebrows. The tassel typically starts on the right side and is
moved to the left upon degree conferral.

Maintaining and Preserving the Cap

To keep the cap in good condition:

Store it in a sturdy box or container to prevent crushing

Keep it away from moisture and direct sunlight

Clean any decorations carefully with gentle materials

Avoid excessive handling to prevent wear and tear

Frequently Asked Questions

What does a political science graduation cap
symbolize?
A political science graduation cap symbolizes the completion of academic
studies in political science, representing knowledge in government, politics,
and public policy.

Are there specific designs for political science
graduation caps?
While there are no official designs, some students personalize their caps
with political themes, quotes, or symbols related to democracy, justice, or



famous political figures.

Can political science students customize their
graduation caps?
Yes, many political science students decorate their graduation caps to
reflect their field of study, personal beliefs, or future career aspirations
in politics or public service.

What are popular themes for decorating political
science graduation caps?
Popular themes include democracy, equality, justice scales, world maps,
political slogans, and inspirational quotes from political leaders or
philosophers.

Is it appropriate to include political messages on a
graduation cap?
Including political messages is common and often encouraged as a form of
self-expression, but students should consider the event's decorum and
audience sensitivity.

Where can I find ideas for decorating a political
science graduation cap?
Social media platforms like Pinterest, Instagram, and TikTok offer numerous
creative ideas and tutorials for political science graduation cap
decorations.

Do universities offer any guidelines for graduation
cap decorations?
Many universities provide general guidelines to ensure decorations are
respectful and appropriate, but specific rules about political content vary
by institution.

What materials are best for decorating a political
science graduation cap?
Lightweight materials such as cardstock, fabric paint, stickers, and adhesive
gems are popular for decorating caps without adding excessive weight.

How can I make my political science graduation cap



stand out?
Incorporate unique political symbols, clever slogans, 3D elements, and
vibrant colors that reflect your personality and passion for political
science to make your cap memorable.

Additional Resources
1. The Political Science Graduation Cap: Symbolism and Tradition
This book explores the history and significance of the graduation cap in
political science ceremonies. It delves into how academic regalia reflects
the values and achievements within the discipline. Readers will gain insight
into the cultural and political symbolism embedded in graduation traditions.

2. Wearing Politics: The Graduation Cap in Political Science
An analytical look at how the graduation cap serves as a metaphor in
political science. The book discusses the intersection of academic
achievement and political identity. It also examines various designs and
customs associated with political science caps across different universities.

3. From Theory to Tassel: Political Science Graduates and Their Caps
This book follows the journeys of political science students culminating in
their graduation day. It highlights personal stories about the meaning behind
their caps and what their academic journey represents. The narrative connects
individual experiences with broader political themes.

4. Caps, Gowns, and Constitutions: The Political Science Commencement
Focusing on commencement ceremonies, this work analyzes how political science
graduates celebrate their academic milestones. It looks at speeches, rituals,
and symbols, emphasizing the role of the graduation cap. The book also
considers the political messages often conveyed during these events.

5. The Art and Politics of Graduation Caps in Political Science
A visually rich examination of creative graduation cap designs among
political science students. The book showcases how graduates express
political ideas, movements, and critiques through their caps. It serves as
both an art book and a commentary on political expression in academia.

6. Graduation Caps and Political Identity: A Symbolic Study
This scholarly text investigates the graduation cap as a symbol of political
identity within academic settings. It explores the sociopolitical
implications of regalia and how students use their caps to communicate
beliefs. The study includes interviews and case studies from multiple
universities.

7. The Graduation Cap as a Political Statement in Higher Education
The book examines instances where political science students use their
graduation caps to make bold political statements. It discusses the impact of
these expressions on campus culture and public discourse. The author also
reflects on the balance between free speech and institutional regulations.



8. Political Science Graduation Caps: History, Meaning, and Future Trends
This comprehensive volume traces the evolution of the graduation cap within
political science education. It offers historical context and predicts future
changes in academic regalia. The book is ideal for educators, students, and
historians interested in academic traditions.

9. Cap and Gown Politics: Navigating Graduation in Political Science
Focusing on the challenges and triumphs of political science graduates, this
book discusses the significance of the graduation cap in marking achievement.
It also addresses how graduates transition from academia to political
careers. The narrative combines practical advice with thoughtful reflections
on political symbolism.
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  political science graduation cap: We See You! Daisy M. Jenkins, 2024-08-26 One warm
Arizona morning, Daisy Jenkins was talking with God during her daily walk and lamenting to Him
about the negativity, vitriol, and hatred permeating US news media. Whatever happened to kindness
and goodness? Jenkins wondered. Why didn't newspapers and TV broadcasts ever highlight stories
of love and support, especially in the wake of the devastating COVID-19 pandemic? Instead,
American society was being bombarded with reporting on the violence, mass shootings, political
wrangling, and racial injustice that kept our country angry, mistrustful, and constantly on edge. God,
Jenkins said, somebody needs to write more about the positive things happening in our world today.
God's answer was immediate: You're a writer. Why don't you write something positive and stop
waiting for someone else to do it? As soon as Jenkins heard this call to action, she got to work. This
book features thirty amazing men, ranging in age from twenty-two to ninety-eight, with heartfelt and
inspiring life stories to share. Their experiences may not be a cure-all for the troubles of this world,
but they offer us precious liberation, even for a short while, from negativity. They remind us that
when we look for goodness, we will find that it is still alive and well and that it's high time we shine
a brighter light on it to reveal the truth that the more we see the goodness around us, the more we
allow others to see it within us.
  political science graduation cap: Michiganensian , 1992
  political science graduation cap: Claiming Space Sheila Bock, 2023-10-09 Claiming Space
examines the growing tradition of decorating mortarboards at college graduations, offering a
performance-centered approach to these material sites of display. Taking mortarboard displays
seriously as public performances of the personal, this book highlights the creative, playful, and
powerful ways graduates use their caps to fashion their personal engagement with notions of self,
community, education, and the unknown future. Claiming the space of these graduation caps is a
popular and widespread way that individuals make their voices heard, or rather seen, in the visual
landscape of commencement ceremonies. The forms and meanings of these material displays take
shape in relation to broader, ongoing conversations about higher education in the United States,
conversations grounded in discourses of belonging, citizenship, and the promises of the American
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Dream. Integrating observational fieldwork with extensive interviews and surveys, author Sheila
Bock highlights the interpretations of individuals participating in this tradition. She also attends to
the public framings of this tradition, including how images of mortarboards have grounded online
enactments of community through hashtags such as #LatinxGradCaps and #LetTheFeathersFly, as
well as what rhetorical framings are employed in news coverage and legal documents in cases where
the value of the practice is both called into question and justified. As university administrators and
cultural commentators seek to make sense of the current state of higher education, these forms of
material expression offer insight into how students themselves are grappling with higher ed's
promises and shortcomings. Claiming Space is a meaningful contribution to folklore, cultural
studies, media studies, and education.
  political science graduation cap: The Cap and Gown , 1915
  political science graduation cap: APA Style & Citations For Dummies Joe Giampalmi,
2021-04-09 Write right in for scholarly success While world-renowned for the precision and clarity it
lends to scholarly writing, keeping track of APA style's exacting standards can be demanding (at
times even excruciating!) for initiates and seasoned writers alike. Created and governed by the
American Psychological Association, it provides a universal style for formatting, citations, and
footnotes in psychological research, behavioral and social science journals, and beyond. Getting up
to speed is tough stuff, but once you've got it, your work will have that easy-to-follow scholarly
authority that will get high marks from your professors and peers alike. Your friendly,
frustration-free guide for this adventure in simplifying APA style is Joe Giampalmi, who has taught
more than 100 APA-style composition courses to college students. He takes the pain of following APA
style away by breaking it down to its essential elements and focusing on the important stuff students
encounter most. You'll work through specific, real-life examples of using APA style for psychology,
criminology, business, and nursing papers. In addition to demystifying the intricacies of formatting
and citation, APA Style & Citations For Dummies has got you covered in all matters of grammar and
punctuation—as well as guidance on how APA style can help you negotiate issues around the ethics
of authorship and the importance of word choice in reducing bias. Develop conciseness and clarity
Pay attention to flow, structure, and logic in your writing Know when, why, how, and what to cite
Keep your writing ethically conscious and bias-free Writing in APA style is something that almost all
students will need to do at some point: APA Style & Citations For Dummies is a must-have desk
reference to know how to win the approval of your professors—and earn the marks you need for
success!
  political science graduation cap: Announcement Highland Park junior college, Highland Park,
Mich, 1959
  political science graduation cap: Indiana University Alumni Quarterly , 1928
  political science graduation cap: Sports, Media, and Society Kevin Hull, 2024-03-26 Whether
espoused by sports leagues, teams, or individual athletes, social issues are part of the sporting world
fabric. The sports media often plays the gatekeeper, deciding how messages are presented and to
what extent they’re covered—if at all. Sports, Media, and Society investigates the impact of societal
issues in sports and how the media reports those stories. Why does the sports media operate in the
manner that it does, and what’s the impact of its decisions on the audience? With Sports, Media, and
Society, there is now a resource that combines mainstay class discussion points, current case
studies, and theoretical and historical foundations in one comprehensive text. The book’s 34
chapters are each short and concise—a format preferred by instructors—covering a wide range of
topics and easily digestible for students. Part I covers sports media history and the media’s role as
gatekeeper. Chapters explore the history and evolution of various media—newspapers, magazines,
radio, television, and social media—and the business of and competition between sports media
entities. Case studies examine NBC’s Olympics coverage and the nimbleness of Sports Illustrated in
the digital space. Part II showcases television’s impact on how fans follow sports. Discussions
include ABC’s Wide World of Sports, which exposed viewers to events around the globe; ESPN’s
foray into 24/7 sports coverage; and Fox Sports’ shocking NFL deal, which marked a new era in



media rights negotiations and sports broadcasting technologies. The intersection of sports and social
issues is the focus of part III. Numerous issues are addressed, punctuated by case studies involving
key players and events related to each topic. Cases concerning Colin Kaepernick, USWNT (and
coverage of women’s sports generally), LGBTQ+ issues, and obstacles faced by women working in
sports media are highlights, while examinations of social identity theory and framing provide context
on how people identify with specific groups and how the media influences opinions. Athletes and
sport entities are constantly in the news—not always in a positive light. Part IV addresses crisis
management and communication, featuring case studies about Tiger Woods, Lance Armstrong,
LeBron James (The Decision), Kobe Bryant (his death and the misreporting of facts surrounding it),
and the Houston Astros sign-stealing scandal. The text concludes with part V, which explores
emerging trends in sports media and society. Through social media, virtually anyone can become a
thought leader (wresting control from traditional outlets), and teams and athletes can dialogue
directly with fans, effectively sidelining sports journalists. Chapters on the formerly taboo subjects of
athlete mental health and sports wagering, as well as the exploding popularity of esports, round out
the text. Sports shape our culture in numerous ways, and the sports media plays a transformative
role in how it occurs. Sports, Media, and Society prepares tomorrow’s sports journalists and
communicators to venture beyond the how-tos of developing content to understanding the whys
behind it.
  political science graduation cap: Publications of the Michigan Political Science Association
Michigan Political Science Association, 1902
  political science graduation cap: Princeton Alumni Weekly , 1910
  political science graduation cap: Cyclopædia of Political Science, Political Economy, and of
the Political History of the United States John Joseph Lalor, 1886
  political science graduation cap: Cyclopaedia of Political Science John Joseph Lalor (d. 1899,
ed), 1888
  political science graduation cap: Those Jackson County Blues Richard Mann, 2021-11-03
Upon his return to the U.S. after a seven year stint in Germany and Taiwan, a young, native
Floridian, a victim of unexpected vississitudes, finds himself teaching in a prison deep in the north
Florida Panhandle. The economic crisis of the mid-seventies has led to a massive increase in the
number of prisoners facing incarceration. Instead of beginning work on his Ph.D, as planned, the
young man is suddenly confronted with the reality of recalcitrant inmates, an arch-conservative
administration, plus a whole kaleidoscope of personalities ranging from KKK guards, born-again
Christians, black Muslims and a colorful mixture of staff members. Living together with his older
brother, who was working at the local Social Security office, he slowly begins to adjust to a
completely different world than the one he had experienced abroad, forcing him to accept the stark
reality of those social changes which were transforming US society. While struggling to gain a
semblance of order in the classroom, he found himself constantly battling his old south supervisors,
who are suspicious of this liberal newcomer, who, later, seemingly far too often, sides with the
inmates. In short, one finds here a microcosm of the US in the mid-seventies, with the young teacher
himself raising the unresolved question - quo vadis?
  political science graduation cap: University of Denver and Colorado Seminary
Catalogue University of Denver, 1905
  political science graduation cap: A Western Jesus Mike Minter, Minter, Mike, 2007 The
transcendent Christ found in the Bible is rediscovered and plugged back into the wayward,
truth-hungry, over-Americanized world in A Western Jesus.
  political science graduation cap: The Chronicle , 1884
  political science graduation cap: Portrait and Biographical Record of Orange County,
New York , 1895
  political science graduation cap: Michigan Ensian ,
  political science graduation cap: University of Denver and Colorado Seminary Bi-monthly
Bulletin Denver. University, University of Denver, 1904



  political science graduation cap: Press Summary - Illinois Information Service Illinois
Information Service, 1996
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