
political science howard university
political science howard university stands as a distinguished program within one of the
nation’s most prestigious historically Black universities. Known for fostering critical
thinking, leadership, and a deep understanding of political systems, Howard University’s
political science department offers students a comprehensive education in government,
policy, international affairs, and social justice. This article explores the academic
offerings, faculty expertise, research opportunities, and career prospects associated with
political science at Howard University. It also delves into the university’s unique historical
context and commitment to producing socially conscious graduates. Readers will gain
insight into how the program prepares students for impactful careers in public service,
law, academia, and beyond. The following sections provide a detailed outline of the
political science program’s features and benefits.

Overview of the Political Science Program at Howard University

Academic Curriculum and Specializations

Faculty and Research Excellence

Student Opportunities and Extracurricular Activities

Career Paths and Alumni Success

Howard University’s Role in Political Science Education

Overview of the Political Science Program at
Howard University
The political science program at Howard University is designed to equip students with a
robust understanding of political theory, governmental structures, public policy, and
international relations. Situated in Washington, D.C., the program benefits from proximity
to the nation’s political epicenter, providing students with unique access to internships,
governmental agencies, and think tanks. Howard University’s political science department
emphasizes the intersection of politics with race, social justice, and human rights,
reflecting the institution's historic commitment to civil rights and equality.

Historical Context and Institutional Mission
Founded in 1867, Howard University has long been a leader in educating African
American students and fostering African diaspora scholarship. The political science
program aligns with this mission by focusing on issues of racial equity, global justice, and
democratic governance. The curriculum integrates traditional political science disciplines



with critical perspectives on social movements, public policy, and international affairs.

Program Accreditation and Recognition
Howard University’s political science department is accredited by relevant educational
bodies and recognized for its scholarly contributions and commitment to diversity in
political education. The program consistently ranks among top political science offerings
at historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs).

Academic Curriculum and Specializations
The curriculum for political science at Howard University is comprehensive, covering
foundational theories and contemporary issues in politics. Students can pursue a Bachelor
of Arts degree with options to specialize in various subfields.

Core Courses
Core courses provide a solid foundation in political science, including:

Introduction to Political Science

American Government and Politics

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Political Theory

Areas of Concentration
Students may choose to specialize in one or more areas, such as:

Public Policy and Administration

Race and Ethnic Politics

International Affairs and Diplomacy

Political Economy

Human Rights and Social Justice



Graduate Programs
In addition to the undergraduate offerings, Howard University provides graduate degrees
in political science, including Master’s and PhD programs. These graduate programs
emphasize advanced research skills and prepare students for careers in academia, policy
analysis, and leadership roles.

Faculty and Research Excellence
Howard University’s political science faculty comprises accomplished scholars with
expertise spanning domestic politics, global governance, civil rights, and public policy.
Faculty members actively engage in research that addresses contemporary political
challenges and contributes to academic discourse.

Faculty Expertise
The department boasts professors with diverse research interests, including:

Democratic theory and practice

Race, identity, and politics

International security and foreign policy

Urban politics and policy analysis

Social movements and political activism

Research Centers and Initiatives
Howard University supports political science research through specialized centers and
programs that focus on African American politics, global democracy, and human rights
advocacy. These initiatives provide students and faculty with opportunities for
collaborative research and policy engagement.

Student Opportunities and Extracurricular
Activities
Students enrolled in the political science program at Howard University have access to a
wide range of experiential learning opportunities that enhance their academic experience
and professional development.



Internships and Practical Experience
Thanks to its location in Washington, D.C., Howard University facilitates internships with:

Federal government agencies

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs)

Political campaigns

Think tanks and research institutions

International organizations

Student Organizations and Leadership
Students can join political science-related clubs and societies that foster leadership skills
and community engagement, such as the Political Science Club and Model United Nations.
These groups organize events, debates, and networking opportunities with professionals in
the field.

Career Paths and Alumni Success
Graduates of Howard University’s political science program pursue diverse careers in
public service, law, education, and international relations. The department’s strong alumni
network supports students in securing jobs and advancing their careers.

Common Career Trajectories

Government and Public Administration

Legal Profession and Judiciary

Policy Analysis and Advocacy

International Diplomacy and Development

Academia and Research



Notable Alumni
Howard University’s political science program has produced influential leaders,
policymakers, and scholars who have made significant contributions to politics and social
justice both nationally and internationally.

Howard University’s Role in Political Science
Education
Howard University plays a critical role in shaping political science education, particularly
by emphasizing issues of race, equity, and social justice. Its political science program is a
vital contributor to academic scholarship and the cultivation of future leaders.

Commitment to Diversity and Inclusion
The program actively promotes diversity, ensuring that students from underrepresented
backgrounds have access to quality political science education and opportunities to
influence public discourse.

Impact on Policy and Society
Through research, advocacy, and community engagement, Howard University’s political
science department influences policy debates and promotes democratic values locally and
globally.

Frequently Asked Questions

What political science programs are offered at Howard
University?
Howard University offers undergraduate and graduate programs in political science,
including a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and opportunities for advanced study
through its graduate school with focuses on American politics, international relations, and
public policy.

How does Howard University's political science
department support student research?
The political science department at Howard University supports student research through
faculty mentorship, research assistantships, and access to resources such as the
Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, which houses extensive collections relevant to
African American politics and history.



Are there any notable alumni from Howard University's
political science program?
Yes, Howard University has produced many notable alumni in political science and related
fields, including prominent politicians, diplomats, and activists who have contributed
significantly to public policy and civil rights.

What unique perspectives does Howard University's
political science program offer?
Howard University's political science program offers unique perspectives rooted in the
African American experience, emphasizing social justice, civil rights, and global issues
affecting marginalized communities, which enrich students' understanding of politics and
governance.

Does Howard University offer internships or practical
experiences for political science students?
Yes, Howard University provides political science students with internship opportunities in
government agencies, non-profits, and political organizations, allowing them to gain
hands-on experience and professional networking within the field.

How does Howard University address current political
issues in its political science curriculum?
Howard University's political science curriculum incorporates contemporary political
issues such as racial justice, international diplomacy, public policy challenges, and
electoral politics, encouraging critical analysis and active engagement with ongoing
societal debates.

Additional Resources
1. Politics and Power at Howard University: A Historical Perspective
This book explores the political dynamics and power structures that have shaped Howard
University since its founding. It provides an in-depth analysis of how the university has
influenced and been influenced by broader political movements, especially in the context
of African American political activism. Readers will gain insight into the intersection of
education and political change at this historic institution.

2. Howard University and the Civil Rights Movement
Focusing on the critical role Howard University played during the Civil Rights era, this
book examines the activism of students, faculty, and alumni. It highlights key protests,
speeches, and organizing efforts that contributed to the larger movement for racial
equality in the United States. The narrative provides a powerful testament to the
university’s commitment to social justice.

3. Leadership and Governance in Historically Black Colleges and Universities: The Case of



Howard University
This volume analyzes the unique challenges and opportunities faced by Howard University
in its governance and leadership models. It discusses how political science concepts apply
to the administration of HBCUs and the ways Howard has navigated political pressures
both internally and externally. The book is a valuable resource for understanding
institutional leadership in minority-serving institutions.

4. Race, Politics, and Education: Howard University’s Role in Shaping Black Political
Thought
Examining the university as a hub for intellectual development, this book traces the
evolution of Black political thought through the work of Howard’s scholars and students. It
underscores the impact of Howard’s academic environment on political ideologies and
movements throughout the 20th and 21st centuries. The text offers a comprehensive look
at how education influences political identity.

5. The Howard University Political Science Department: Reflections and Research
This collection of essays and studies provides an overview of the contributions made by
Howard’s Political Science Department to the field. It includes research on policy,
governance, international relations, and political theory, demonstrating the department’s
academic rigor and social relevance. The book also features reflections from faculty and
alumni on their experiences and achievements.

6. Activism and Advocacy: Student Politics at Howard University
Highlighting the vibrant tradition of student activism, this book chronicles key movements
and campaigns led by Howard University students over the decades. It explores how
student politics at Howard have influenced campus policies and contributed to national
political discourse. The narrative also addresses the challenges and successes faced by
student leaders.

7. The Intersection of Gender and Politics at Howard University
This book investigates the role of gender in political engagement and leadership within
the Howard University community. It discusses how gender dynamics have shaped
political participation and policy priorities, with a focus on women leaders, feminist
movements, and gender-related activism on campus. The work sheds light on the
complexities of identity and power in political science.

8. Howard University and U.S. Foreign Policy: Contributions from Scholars and Alumni
Focusing on the influence of Howard University scholars and alumni in shaping U.S.
foreign policy, this book presents case studies and analyses of their roles in diplomacy,
international relations, and global advocacy. It highlights significant contributions to
policy debates and government service, emphasizing the global impact of Howard’s
political science community.

9. Urban Politics and Community Engagement: Lessons from Howard University
This book examines Howard University’s involvement in urban political issues and
community engagement in Washington, D.C. It explores partnerships, civic initiatives, and
policy interventions that reflect the university’s commitment to addressing urban
challenges. The text offers insights into how academic institutions can play a pivotal role
in local governance and social change.
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  political science howard university: The ^AOxford Companion to Politics of the World Joel
Krieger, 2001-08-02 The world has seen dramatic changes since the publication of the first edition of
The Oxford Companion to Politics of the World in 1993. In the post-Cold War world, globalization
now offers wealth and opportunities on a broader scale, as well as greater international harmony,
but threatens to reinforce the advantage gap between wealthy and poor regions and intensify
environmental degradation. Conflict and squalor--expressed in brutal brushfire wars, epidemics, and
chronic underdevelopment--vie with equally dramatic accounts of growth and democracy associated
with a liberal political order and the global diffusion of trade, investment, and communications.
Drawing on the breadth of the first edition, this updated edition reflects the changing world with a
reassessment of many of the core themes of the Companion, and new articles on the people,
concepts, and events that have shaped the world since 1993. The second edition includes
biographies of Kofi Annan, Tony Blair, Bill Clinton, and Gerhard Schroder; articles on events such as
the Rwandan Genocide and the war in Kosovo; and coverage of international trade developments
such as NAFTA and the World Trade Organization. Eighty-seven of the 672 articles in the Second
Edition are completely new; most others are thoroughly revised. This edition also features a
substantial new set of articles, a dozen essays on critical issues written by influential figures.
Recognizing the importance of including varying viewpoints, the editors have commissioned these
essays to provide an informed and often passionate debate on controversial topics. Discussions
include Lani Guinier and Glenn Loury on Affirmative Action; Francis Fukuyama and Milton Fisk on
the Limits of Liberal Democracy; and Lloyd Axworthy and John Bolton on the United Nations. The
contributors discuss nearly every nation in the world, including extensive information on institutions,
political parties, leaders, and the sources of political mobilization and conflict. The volume also
includes biographies of more than seventy-five political leaders and thinkers who have shaped the
contemporary political world. Articles include detailed discussions of critical historical developments
and events, concepts, international law, and organizations. The Oxford Companion to Politics of the
World, Second Edition is an accessible, timely, thought-provoking, and comprehensive reference
that captures the complexity and vitality of contemporary world affairs.
  political science howard university: Presidential Management Intern Program Presidential
Management Intern Program (U.S.),
  political science howard university: American Politics and the African American Quest for
Universal Freedom Hanes Walton, Jr, 2020-12-30 This dynamic and comprehensive text from
nationally renowned scholars continues to demonstrate the profound influence African Americans
have had—and continue to have—on American politics. Using two interrelated themes—the idea of
universal freedom and the concept of minority–majority coalitions—the text demonstrates how the
presence of Africans in the United States affected the founding of the Republic and its political
institutions and processes. The authors show that through the quest for their own freedom in the
United States, African Americans have universalized and expanded the freedoms of all Americans.
New to the Ninth Edition • Updated sections on intersectionality, dealing with issues of race and
gender. • Updated section on African American music, to include the role of Hip Hop. • Updated
sections on mass media coverage of African Americans and the African American celebrity impact on
politics, adding new mention of the CROWN Act and the politics of Black hair. • Updated section on
the Black Lives Matter movement, adding a new section on the Me Too movement. • Updated
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sections on African Americans in Congress, with a new mention of the Squad. • Updated voting
behavior through the 2020 elections, connecting the Obama years with the new administration. • A
comparison of the 2016 and 2020 presidential elections. • A discussion of the way in which race
contributes to the polarization of American politics in the 2020 presidential campaign. • An analysis
of the racial attitudes of President Trump, and the institutionally racist policies of his
administrations. • Updated chapter on state and local politics, including a new section on state
executive offices and Black mayors. • Updated sections on material well-being indicators, adding a
new section on the coronavirus pandemic and the Black community. • The first overall assessment of
the Obama administration in relation to domestic and foreign policy and racial politics.
  political science howard university: Race and Social Policy Sandra Edmonds Crewe,
2022-11-10 Social policy is not blind. It has been at the forefront of perpetuating structural
inequality in many of the systems charged with serving and protecting. The impact of race on social
policy is linked to historical (intended and unintended) patterns of discrimination that have resulted
in disparate impact for many across their life course. This book uses critical race theory to examine
key social policies. The chapters give primacy to addressing the experiences of African Americans in
navigating systems that are flawed by structural racism and yet too often attribute individual
pathology rather than systemic injustice to the worsening life circumstances they find themselves in.
Using scholarship, personal, and professional experiences, the contributors offer valuable insight on
differential treatment and the resulting missed opportunities to address historical barriers that, if
not addressed, will continue the cycle of harm for marginalized members in society. The Covid-19
pandemic along with the loss of Black lives through carceral injustices have amplified the national
discourse about race and social policy. Additionally, critical race theory has been championed by
many as a framework for understanding the structural inequalities that plague our nation. Others
have assailed the theory as promoting hate, guilt, and divisiveness. The contributors use critical race
theory in combination with other theoretical frameworks to provide context for the persistent and
pernicious injustices that have historically plagued society. Their work offers context with the goal of
policy changes aimed at eradicating systemic injustices that negatively impact quality of life. Race
and Social Policy is a significant new contribution to understanding and addressing systemic and
structural racism, and it will be of interest to researchers and advanced students of social work,
politics, public policy, and sociology. This book was originally published as a special issue of the
journal Social Work in Public Health.
  political science howard university: Undocumented Workers United States. Congress.
House. Committee on International Relations. Subcommittee on Inter-American Affairs, 1978
  political science howard university: Black Education Willy DeMarcell Smith, Eva Wells
Chunn, 2017-07-28 This highly focused collection of papers, commissioned by the National Urban
League, offers a candid and courageous portrait of black education in transition. This is a period, as
the editors note in their opening remarks, that is characterized by a huge shift from federal
responsibility for minority education to authority and autonomy being lodged at the local
government level. Further, many institutions that once worked well, no longer do so. Many
ambitious social programs and policies that originally promised much, have been abandoned, have
failed, or just faded away. Pivotal to these times and changes is the question of the extent to which
the American educational system has been, or still is, capable of being responsive to incorporating
and even instigating equity and excellence for black Americans. This volume asks the hard
questions: is the educational system geared up for the maintenance of anything other than
mainstream values? can it adapt to minority youth requirements? when, why, and how do
educational policies of majorities and minorities clash? How are priorities to be established on the
basis of wealth or need? The legal statutes and administrative enforcement of equal educational
opportunities are explored in depth and with a deep compassion for all parties involved.
  political science howard university: Hearings United States. Congress. House. Committee on
Foreign Affairs, 1971
  political science howard university: Finding List of the Social Sciences, Political Science,



Law, and Education Virginia State Library, 1910
  political science howard university: Directory of Political Science Faculty , 2007 Includes
institutions in the U.S., Canada, and the United Kingdom.
  political science howard university: Use of Advisory Committees by the Food and Drug
Administration United States. Congress. House. Committee on Government Operations.
Intergovernmental Relations Subcommittee, 1974
  political science howard university: A Legislative History of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act and Its Amendments United States, 1979
  political science howard university: A Legislative History of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act and Its Amendments , 1979
  political science howard university: Use of Advisory Committees by the Food and Drug
Administration United States. Congress. House. Government Operations Committee, 1974
  political science howard university: Survey of Activities United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Foreign Affairs, 1979
  political science howard university: Survey of Activities, 95th Congress United States.
Congress. House. Committee on International Relations, 1979
  political science howard university: Annual Report Woodrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars, 1980
  political science howard university: Annual Report - The Wilson Center Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars, 1973
  political science howard university: The Behavioral and Social Sciences National
Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Commission on
Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Committee on Basic Research in the Behavioral and
Social Sciences, 1988-02-01 This volume explores the scientific frontiers and leading edges of
research across the fields of anthropology, economics, political science, psychology, sociology,
history, business, education, geography, law, and psychiatry, as well as the newer, more specialized
areas of artificial intelligence, child development, cognitive science, communications, demography,
linguistics, and management and decision science. It includes recommendations concerning new
resources, facilities, and programs that may be needed over the next several years to ensure rapid
progress and provide a high level of returns to basic research.
  political science howard university: U.S. Relations With South Africa Y. G-m. Lulat,
2019-05-30 Relations between the United States and South Africa - or the parts of the world these
nations now occupy - go nearly as far back as the very beginning of their inception as permanent
European colonial intrusions. This book is a critical overview of these relations from the late
seventeenth century to the present. Unprecedented in its scope - and s
  political science howard university: Africa in Global Politics in the Twenty-First Century
Olayiwola Abegunrin, 2009-11-18 In the twenty-first century, Africa has become an important source
of US energy imports and the world's natural resources. It has also become the epicentre of the
world's deadly health epidemic, HIV/AIDS, and one of the battlegrounds in the fight against
terrorism. Africa is now a major player in global affairs.
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