political science notre dame

political science notre dame is a distinguished program that offers students a
comprehensive understanding of political systems, international relations, and public policy.
Known for its rigorous curriculum and expert faculty, the Political Science department at the
University of Notre Dame provides a blend of theoretical knowledge and practical
application. Students engage in critical analysis of political behavior, institutions, and global
affairs, preparing them for careers in government, law, academia, and beyond. The
program emphasizes interdisciplinary approaches and research opportunities, fostering a
deep appreciation for political dynamics in a variety of contexts. This article explores the
academic offerings, faculty expertise, research initiatives, and career prospects associated
with political science Notre Dame. Additionally, it highlights student resources and
extracurricular activities that enrich the educational experience.
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Overview of the Political Science Program at
Notre Dame

The political science Notre Dame program is designed to provide a broad yet detailed
education in the study of politics and government. It combines foundational theories with
empirical research methods, enabling students to analyze political phenomena at local,
national, and international levels. The department is part of a larger college that
encourages interdisciplinary collaboration, enhancing students’ ability to understand
complex political issues. Notre Dame’s commitment to academic excellence is reflected in
its robust course offerings, small class sizes, and opportunities for personalized mentorship.

Mission and Educational Goals

The mission of the political science program at Notre Dame is to cultivate informed,
analytical, and engaged citizens and professionals. The program strives to develop critical
thinking skills and a thorough understanding of political institutions and processes.
Emphasis is placed on ethical reasoning and the promotion of democratic values, aligning
with the university’'s broader educational philosophy.



Department Structure and Community

The department fosters a collaborative environment among students and faculty,
supporting intellectual growth and scholarly exchange. Regular seminars, guest lectures,
and conferences are organized to keep the academic community engaged with current
political issues and research developments. Political science Notre Dame also encourages
participation in study-abroad programs and internships to complement classroom learning.

Academic Curriculum and Specializations

The curriculum offered by the political science department at Notre Dame is
comprehensive, covering core areas such as American politics, comparative politics,
international relations, political theory, and public policy. Students can tailor their academic
path through various specializations and electives that align with their interests and career
goals.

Core Courses and Requirements

Students pursuing political science Notre Dame must complete a set of core courses that
establish fundamental knowledge and analytical skills. These courses typically include:

¢ Introduction to Political Science

e American Government and Politics

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Political Theory

Research Methods in Political Science

These foundational courses prepare students for more advanced study and specialized
topics within the discipline.

Specialized Tracks and Electives

Beyond core requirements, students may choose from a variety of electives that allow for
deeper exploration of specific topics. Specializations include:

e International Security and Diplomacy
e Human Rights and Global Justice

e Political Economy



e Environmental Politics
e Public Policy Analysis

e Race, Ethnicity, and Politics

These options enable students to develop expertise in areas of personal and professional
interest within the field of political science Notre Dame.

Faculty and Research Opportunities

The political science Notre Dame faculty comprises renowned scholars with diverse
research interests and extensive academic credentials. Faculty members are actively
engaged in cutting-edge research, contributing to the advancement of political science
theory and practice. Their expertise spans a wide range of topics, making the department a
vibrant hub for academic inquiry.

Distinguished Faculty Members

Notre Dame’s political science faculty includes experts in areas such as international
relations, political philosophy, comparative politics, and quantitative methods. Faculty
members often publish in top journals and participate in national and international
conferences, providing students with access to leading thinkers and innovative scholarship.

Research Centers and Initiatives

The department supports various research centers and initiatives that enhance the
academic environment. These include centers focused on global affairs, public policy, and
political theory. Students have opportunities to engage in research projects, collaborate
with faculty, and present their findings at academic forums. Political science Notre Dame
encourages undergraduate research through honors theses and independent study options.

Student Resources and Extracurricular Activities

Students enrolled in political science Notre Dame benefit from a wealth of resources
designed to support academic success and professional development. The department
provides advising, tutoring, and career counseling tailored to political science majors.

Student Organizations and Clubs

Several student-run organizations offer extracurricular opportunities to deepen
understanding of political science and build networks. Examples include:



Model United Nations Club

Political Science Society

Debate Team

Public Policy Forum

International Relations Club

These groups host events, speaker series, and simulations that complement classroom
learning and foster community engagement.

Internships and Experiential Learning

The program emphasizes experiential learning through internships with government
agencies, non-profits, think tanks, and international organizations. Notre Dame’s location
and alumni network offer valuable connections for securing internship placements. Political
science Notre Dame encourages practical experience as a vital component of education,
enhancing students’ resumes and real-world skills.

Career Prospects and Alumni Success

A degree in political science Notre Dame opens doors to a wide range of career paths in
public service, law, international affairs, business, journalism, and academia. The program’s
strong reputation and comprehensive training prepare graduates to excel in diverse
professional environments.

Career Services and Networking

Notre Dame provides dedicated career services that assist political science students with
job placement, resume building, and interview preparation. Networking events and alumni
mentorship programs connect students with professionals in relevant fields, facilitating
career advancement.

Notable Alumni and Their Contributions

Graduates of political science Notre Dame have gone on to influential roles in government,
non-governmental organizations, academia, and the private sector. Alumni success stories
reflect the program’s commitment to producing leaders equipped to address complex
political and social challenges worldwide.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the Political Science
program at the University of Notre Dame?

The Political Science program at the University of Notre Dame offers a comprehensive
curriculum that covers American politics, comparative politics, international relations,
political theory, and public policy. It emphasizes rigorous research, critical thinking, and
ethical considerations in political analysis.

How does Notre Dame's Political Science department
integrate research opportunities for undergraduates?

Notre Dame's Political Science department provides numerous research opportunities for
undergraduates, including faculty-led projects, independent studies, and access to research
centers like the Kellogg Institute for International Studies, allowing students to engage in
meaningful political research.

What career paths do Notre Dame Political Science
graduates typically pursue?

Graduates of Notre Dame's Political Science program often pursue careers in law, public
policy, government service, international organizations, academia, journalism, and non-
profit sectors, leveraging their analytical and communication skills.

Are there any notable faculty members in Notre Dame's
Political Science department?

Yes, Notre Dame's Political Science department includes distinguished faculty specializing
in areas such as political theory, comparative politics, international relations, and American
politics, many of whom are recognized for their research and contributions to the field.

Does Notre Dame offer any joint or interdisciplinary
programs involving Political Science?

Notre Dame offers interdisciplinary opportunities that combine Political Science with fields
like economics, sociology, peace studies, and international studies, allowing students to
tailor their education to diverse interests and career goals.

What graduate study opportunities are available in
Political Science at Notre Dame?

Notre Dame offers a PhD program in Political Science with specializations in various
subfields, providing advanced training in research methods, theory, and practical
applications for students pursuing academic or professional careers.



How does Notre Dame's Political Science program
address global political issues?

Notre Dame's Political Science curriculum includes courses and research focused on global
political issues such as international conflict, human rights, development, and diplomacy,
often supplemented by study abroad programs and partnerships with global institutions.

What resources and centers support Political Science
students at Notre Dame?

Political Science students at Notre Dame benefit from resources such as the Kellogg
Institute for International Studies, the Rooney Center for the Study of American Democracy,
and various lecture series, workshops, and networking events that enhance their academic
and professional development.

Additional Resources

1. Democracy and its Discontents: A Notre Dame Perspective

This book explores the evolving nature of democratic governance through the lens of
political science scholarship at the University of Notre Dame. It covers the challenges faced
by modern democracies, including polarization, misinformation, and institutional trust. The
authors draw on interdisciplinary research to propose pathways for strengthening
democratic practices in contemporary society.

2. Political Ethics and Public Policy: Insights from Notre Dame

Focusing on the intersection of ethics and politics, this volume examines how moral
philosophy informs public policy decisions. Contributors from Notre Dame's political science
department analyze case studies ranging from healthcare reform to environmental
regulation. The book emphasizes the importance of ethical frameworks in shaping just and
effective governance.

3. American Political Institutions: A Notre Dame Approach

This comprehensive text delves into the structure and function of American political
institutions, including Congress, the presidency, and the judiciary. It highlights key theories
and empirical findings developed by Notre Dame scholars. Students and researchers gain a
nuanced understanding of how institutions influence policy outcomes and political behavior.

4. Global Governance and International Relations: Notre Dame Perspectives

Addressing the complexities of global politics, this book offers insights into international
organizations, diplomacy, and conflict resolution. Notre Dame political scientists contribute
analyses of contemporary issues such as climate change, trade, and security alliances. The
work underscores the role of multilateral cooperation in addressing global challenges.

5. Political Philosophy and Catholic Social Thought at Notre Dame

This collection bridges political theory with Catholic social teaching, reflecting Notre Dame's
unique intellectual heritage. Essays explore concepts such as justice, human dignity, and
the common good within political contexts. The book encourages dialogue between faith-
based principles and secular political science.



6. Comparative Politics in Practice: Case Studies from Notre Dame

Through detailed case studies, this text examines political systems and processes in
diverse countries. Notre Dame faculty and students contribute research on
democratization, authoritarianism, and political culture. The comparative approach provides
valuable lessons on governance and political development worldwide.

7. Public Opinion and Political Behavior: Research from Notre Dame

This volume investigates how public attitudes and behaviors shape political outcomes.
Utilizing survey data and experimental methods, Notre Dame scholars analyze voting
patterns, media influence, and civic engagement. The book offers insights into the
dynamics of political participation in democratic societies.

8. Religion and Politics: Notre Dame’s Interdisciplinary Perspectives

Exploring the complex relationship between religion and political life, this work features
interdisciplinary research from political science, theology, and sociology departments.
Topics include religious freedom, church-state relations, and the role of faith in political
movements. The book highlights Notre Dame’s commitment to examining religion’s impact
on public affairs.

9. Policy Analysis and Governance: Methodologies from Notre Dame

This text presents advanced methods for analyzing public policy and governance
challenges. It includes quantitative and qualitative techniques developed and taught by
Notre Dame political scientists. The book serves as a practical guide for students and
practitioners aiming to improve policy design and implementation.
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political science notre dame: Political Science William J. Crotty, 1991 In this volume, the
study of legislatures has traditionally been a central preoccupation of political scientists.
Legislatures provide good laboratories for testing theories and methodologies of significance in the
discipline and, more broadly, for contributing to an understanding of how representative
government works.
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developments. It does so from a truly global and cross-area perspective Chapters cover a broad
range of aspects, from providing a general introduction to exploring important subfields within the
discipline. Each chapter is designed to provide a state-of-the-art and comprehensive overview of the
topic by incorporating cross-cutting global, interdisciplinary, and, where this applies, gender
perspectives. The Handbook is arranged over seven core thematic sections: Part 1: Political Theory
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Part 2: Methods Part 3: Political Sociology Part 4: Comparative Politics Part 5: Public Policies and
Administration Part 6: International Relations Part 7: Major Challenges for Politics and Political
Science in the 21st Century

political science notre dame: Biology and Political Science Robert Blank, Samuel M. Hines
Jnr., 2002-03-11 This book demonstrates the increasing interest of some social scientists in the
theories, research and findings of life sciences in building a more interdisciplinary approach to the
study of politics. It discusses the development of biopolitics as an academic perspective within
political science, reviews the growing literature in the field and presents a coherent view of
biopolitics as a framework for structuring inquiry across the current subfields of political science.

political science notre dame: The Oxford Handbook of Political Science Robert E. Goodin,
2011-07-07 Drawing on the rich resources of the ten-volume series of The Oxford Handbooks of
Political Science, this one-volume distillation provides a comprehensive overview of all the main
branches of contemporary political science: political theory; political institutions; political behavior;
comparative politics; international relations; political economy; law and politics; public policy;
contextual political analysis; and political methodology. Sixty-seven of the top political scientists
worldwide survey recent developments in those fields and provide penetrating introductions to
exciting new fields of study. Following in the footsteps of the New Handbook of Political Science
edited by Robert Goodin and Hans-Dieter Klingemann a decade before, this Oxford Handbook will
become an indispensable guide to the scope and methods of political science as a whole. It will serve
as the reference book of record for political scientists and for those following their work for years to
come.

political science notre dame: The Future of Political Science Gary King, Kay L. Schlozman,
Norman Nie, 2009-03-15 This book contains some of the newest, most exciting ideas now
percolating within political science. One hundred authors each contribute a brief essay about a
single novel or insufficiently appreciated idea on some aspect of political science.

political science notre dame: Political Science William J. Crotty, 1991 In this volume, the
study of legislatures has traditionally been a central preoccupation of political scientists.
Legislatures provide good laboratories for testing theories and methodologies of significance in the
discipline and, more broadly, for contributing to an understanding of how representative
government works.

political science notre dame: The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Political Science
Harold Kincaid, Jeroen Van Bouwel, 2023 The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Political Science
brings together philosophers of science and political scientists to discuss philosophical issues in
political science. The book offers twenty-seven essays on how to do research in political science, the
purposes and use of political science in society as well as how to evaluate claims made by political
scientists.

political science notre dame: Anthropology and Political Science Myron ]J. Aronoff, Jan Kubik,
2013 What can anthropology and political science learn from each other? The authors argue that
collaboration, particularly in the area of concepts and methodologies, is tremendously beneficial for
both disciplines, though they also deal with some troubling aspects of the relationship. Focusing on
the influence of anthropology on political science, the book examines the basic assumptions the
practitioners of each discipline make about the nature of social and political reality, compares some
of the key concepts each field employs, and provides an extensive review of the basic methods of
research that bridge both disciplines: ethnography and case study. Through ethnography
(participant observation), reliance on extended case studies, and the use of anthropological concepts
and sensibilities, a greater understanding of some of the most challenging issues of the day can be
gained. For example, political anthropology challenges the illusion of the autonomy of the political
assumed by political science to characterize so-called modern societies. Several chapters include a
cross-disciplinary analysis of key concepts and issues: political culture, political ritual, the politics of
collective identity, democratization in divided societies, conflict resolution, civil society, and the
politics of post-Communist transformations.




political science notre dame: Political Science American Political Science Association.
Meeting, 1986 If at one time we thought that the movement to science would yield unification of the
discipline, it is now apparent that there are many roads to science. Still it is important for us to
consider yet again what the appropriate goals are for our scientific enterprise. What works in theory
building; induction and deduction; prediction and control; the search for useful principles to guide
us - examining these questions, we can build a better science. Political science has come so far as a
discipline that different schools and scholars have different interpretations of science in the study of
pol.

political science notre dame: Political Science in History James F. Farr, James Farr, John
S. Dryzek, Stephen T. Leonard, 1995-04-28 In this volume, scholars take up the challenge of
disciplinary history by exploring the themes and movements that have shaped political science
today.

political science notre dame: Encyclopedia of Critical Political Science Clyde W. Barrow,
2024-03-14 An indispensable and exemplary reference work, this Encyclopedia adeptly navigates the
multidisciplinary field of critical political science, providing a comprehensive overview of the
methods, approaches, concepts, scholars and journals that have come to influence the disciplineOs
development over the last six decades.

political science notre dame: The Handbook on the Political Economy of War
Christopher J. Coyne, Rachel L. Mathers, 2011-01-01 The Handbook on the Political Economy of War
highlights and explores important research questions and discusses the core elements of the
political economy of war.

political science notre dame: Multiculturalism and the Welfare State Will Kymlicka, Keith
G. Banting, 2006 And political foundations of the welfare state, and indeed about our most basic
concepts of citizenship and national identity

political science notre dame: Ibss: Political Science: 1992 British Library of Political and
Economic Science, 1993 The IBSS is the essential tool for librarians, university departments,
research institutions and any public or private institution whose work requires access to up-to-date
and comprehensive knowledge of the social sciences.

political science notre dame: Making Political Science Matter Sanford F. Schram, Brian
Caterino, 2006-11-27 Making Political Science Matter brings together a number of prominent
scholars to discuss the state of the field of Political Science. In particular, these scholars are
interested in ways to reinvigorate the discipline by connecting it to present day political struggles.
Uniformly well-written and steeped in a strong sense of history, the contributors consider such
important topics as: the usefulness of rational choice theory; the ethical limits of pluralism; the use
(and misuse) of empirical research in political science; the present-day divorce between political
theory and empirical science; the connection between political science scholarship and political
struggles, and the future of the discipline. This volume builds on the debate in the discipline over the
significance of the work of Bent Flyvbjerg, whose book Making Social Science Matter has been
characterized as a manifesto for the Perestroika Movement that has roiled the field in recent years.
Contributors include: Brian Caterino, Stewart Clegg, Bent Flyvhjerg, Mary Hawkesworth, Patrick
Thaddeus Jackson, Gregory J. Kasza, David Kettler, David D. Laitin, Timothy W. Luke, Theodore R.
Schatzki, Sanford F. Schram, Peregrine Schwartz-Shea, Corey S. Shdaimah, Roland W. Stahl, and
Leslie Paul Thiele.

political science notre dame: Political Science in Africa , 2023-12-28 Bringing together
African and international scholars, this book gives an account of the present state of the discipline of
political science in Africa - generating insights into its present and future trajectories, and assessing
the freedom with which it is practiced. Tackling subjects including the decolonization of the
discipline, political scientists as public intellectuals, and the teaching of political science, this
diverse range of perspectives paints a detailed picture of the impact and relevance of the political
science discipline on the continent during the struggles for democratization, and the influence it
continues to exert today.



political science notre dame: Political Science 1963 Europa, International Committe for
Social Sciences, 1990-12-31 First published in 1965. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.

political science notre dame: Interview Research in Political Science Layna Mosley,
2013-05-03 Interviews are a frequent and important part of empirical research in political science,
but graduate programs rarely offer discipline-specific training in selecting interviewees, conducting
interviews, and using the data thus collected. Interview Research in Political Science addresses this
vital need, offering hard-won advice for both graduate students and faculty members. The
contributors to this book have worked in a variety of field locations and settings and have
interviewed a wide array of informants, from government officials to members of rebel movements
and victims of wartime violence, from lobbyists and corporate executives to workers and trade
unionists. The authors encourage scholars from all subfields of political science to use interviews in
their research, and they provide a set of lessons and tools for doing so. The book addresses how to
construct a sample of interviewees; how to collect and report interview data; and how to address
ethical considerations and the Institutional Review Board process. Other chapters discuss how to
link interview-based evidence with causal claims; how to use proxy interviews or an interpreter to
improve access; and how to structure interview questions. A useful appendix contains examples of
consent documents, semistructured interview prompts, and interview protocols. Contributors: Frank
R. Baumgartner, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; Matthew N. Beckmann, University
of California, Irvine; Jeffrey M. Berry, Tufts University; Erik Bleich, Middlebury College; Sarah M.
Brooks, The Ohio State University; Melani Cammett, Brown University; Lee Ann Fujii, University of
Toronto; Mary Gallagher, University of Michigan; Richard L. Hall, University of Michigan; Marie
Hojnacki, Pennsylvania State University; David C. Kimball, University of Missouri, St. Louis; Beth L.
Leech, Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey; Julia F. Lynch, University of Pennsylvania;
Cathie Jo Martin, Boston University; Lauren Maclean, Indiana University; Layna Mosley, The
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; Robert Pekkanen, University of Washington; William
Reno, Northwestern University; Reuel R. Rogers, Northwestern University

political science notre dame: Political Philosophy in the Twentieth Century Catherine H.
Zuckert, 2011-08-29 This book demonstrates the rich diversity and depth of political philosophy in
the twentieth century. Catherine H. Zuckert has compiled a collection of essays recounting the lives
of political theorists, connecting each biography with the theorist's life work and explaining the
significance of the contribution to modern political thought. The essays are organized to highlight
the major political alternatives and approaches. Beginning with essays on John Dewey, Carl Schmitt
and Antonio Gramsci, representing the three main political alternatives - liberal, fascist and
communist - at mid-century, the book proceeds to consider the lives and works of émigrés such as
Hannah Arendt, Eric Voegelin, and Leo Strauss, who brought a continental perspective to the United
States after World War II. The second half of the collection contains essays on recent defenders of
liberalism, such as Friedrich Hayek, Isaiah Berlin and John Rawls and liberalism's many critics,
including Michel Foucault, Juirgen Habermas and Alasdair MacIntyre.

political science notre dame: New Directions in Public Opinion Adam ]J. Berinsky,
2015-12-21 The field of public opinion is one of the most diverse in political science. Over the last 60
years, scholars have drawn upon the disciplines of psychology, economics, sociology, and even
biology to learn how ordinary people come to understand the complicated business of politics. But
much of the path-breaking research in the field of public opinion is published in journals, taking up
fairly narrow questions one at a time and often requiring advanced statistical knowledge to
understand these findings. As a result, the study of public opinion can seem confusing and
incoherent to undergraduates. To engage undergraduate students in this area, a new type of
textbook is required. The second edition of New Directions in Public Opinion brings together leading
scholars to provide an accessible and coherent overview of the current state of the field of public
opinion. Each chapter provides a general overview of topics that are at the cutting edge of study as
well as well-established cornerstones of the field. Each contributor has made substantive revisions to



their chapters, and three chapters have been added on genetics and biology, immigration, and
political extremism and the Tea Party. Suitable for use as a main textbook or in tandem with a
lengthier survey, this book comprehensively covers the topics of public opinion research and pushes
students further to explore critical topics in contemporary politics.
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