
politics questions to ask
politics questions to ask are essential tools for understanding the complexities of governance,
public policy, and political ideologies. Whether engaging in a debate, conducting an interview, or
simply seeking to broaden one’s knowledge, having a well-prepared set of inquiries helps illuminate
critical perspectives. This article explores various categories of politics questions to ask, designed to
provoke insightful discussion and deeper analysis. From questions about political systems and
ideologies to those concerning current events and civic responsibilities, these prompts serve as a
foundation for meaningful dialogue. Additionally, the article will cover the importance of framing
questions effectively to foster productive political conversations. Below is an overview of the key
sections covered in this comprehensive guide.

Understanding Political Systems

Exploring Political Ideologies

Discussing Current Political Issues

Evaluating Political Leadership

Civic Engagement and Responsibility

Understanding Political Systems
Politics questions to ask regarding political systems aim to clarify how different governments operate,
the principles behind them, and their impact on societies. Understanding these structures is
fundamental to grasping global political dynamics and the functioning of states.

Types of Government
Exploring the various forms of government helps in recognizing their defining characteristics and the
implications for citizens. Common systems include democracies, monarchies, authoritarian regimes,
and hybrid forms.

What are the key differences between a democracy and an authoritarian regime?

How does a parliamentary system differ from a presidential system?

What role does the constitution play in defining a political system?

How does federalism impact governance in countries like the United States?

What are the advantages and disadvantages of a one-party system?



Checks and Balances
Questions in this category probe into how power is distributed and regulated within a political system
to prevent abuse and ensure accountability.

How do checks and balances function in a democratic government?

What institutions are responsible for maintaining the separation of powers?

How effective are judicial reviews in limiting executive power?

What mechanisms exist for citizens to hold their government accountable?

Exploring Political Ideologies
Politics questions to ask about political ideologies delve into the beliefs and values that shape political
behavior and policy preferences. Understanding ideologies is crucial for interpreting political debates
and voter motivations.

Major Political Ideologies
This subtopic covers the foundational doctrines that influence political parties and movements
worldwide.

What are the core principles of liberalism and conservatism?

How do socialism and communism differ in theory and practice?

What is libertarianism, and how does it view government intervention?

How do environmentalism and green politics fit into traditional ideological frameworks?

Ideology and Policy Making
These questions investigate how ideological beliefs translate into concrete policies and legislative
priorities.

How does a politician’s ideology influence their stance on healthcare?



In what ways do economic theories embedded in ideologies affect taxation policies?

How do ideologies shape approaches to immigration and border control?

What role does ideology play in international relations and diplomacy?

Discussing Current Political Issues
Addressing contemporary political topics requires targeted questions that assess ongoing debates,
challenges, and policy decisions. These questions help clarify positions and implications for society.

Domestic Policy Challenges
Questions in this section focus on pressing national concerns such as healthcare, education, and
economic inequality.

What are the most effective strategies to address income inequality?

How should governments balance public health and individual freedoms during a pandemic?

What reforms are necessary to improve the education system?

How can infrastructure investment stimulate economic growth?

Global Political Issues
This subtopic examines international relations, climate change, and global security concerns.

How should nations collaborate to combat climate change effectively?

What is the impact of globalization on domestic job markets?

How do international organizations influence national sovereignty?

What are the challenges and opportunities of modern diplomacy?



Evaluating Political Leadership
Politics questions to ask about leadership focus on the qualities, decisions, and accountability of
politicians, elected officials, and public servants.

Leadership Qualities
Inquiring about the traits that define effective political leaders provides insight into governance and
public trust.

What qualities are essential for a successful political leader?

How do leaders balance personal beliefs with public opinion?

What role does transparency play in political leadership?

How can leaders maintain integrity amid political pressure?

Decision-Making and Accountability
This subtopic addresses how leaders make policy decisions and remain answerable to their
constituents.

What processes do leaders use to make complex policy decisions?

How important is consultation with experts and stakeholders in policymaking?

What mechanisms exist to hold leaders accountable for their actions?

How do political leaders respond to public criticism and opposition?

Civic Engagement and Responsibility
Effective political discourse also involves understanding the role of citizens in governance and the
importance of participation in democratic processes.

Voter Participation
Questions here focus on the factors influencing voter turnout and the significance of electoral
engagement.



What motivates individuals to participate in elections?

How do voter ID laws affect electoral participation?

What role does political education play in increasing voter turnout?

How can communities encourage greater involvement in local politics?

Civic Duties and Rights
This subtopic explores the responsibilities citizens have in a democracy and the rights they are
entitled to protect.

What are the fundamental civic duties of a citizen?

How do civil rights protect individuals within political systems?

What is the importance of freedom of speech and assembly in politics?

How can citizens effectively advocate for policy changes?

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some important questions to ask a political
candidate during a debate?
Important questions include their stance on healthcare, climate change, economic policies, social
justice, foreign policy, and how they plan to address current national issues.

How can asking political questions help voters make informed
decisions?
Asking political questions helps voters understand candidates' policies, values, and problem-solving
approaches, enabling them to choose representatives who align with their views and interests.

What questions should I ask to understand a politician’s view
on climate change?
Ask about their support for renewable energy, carbon emissions regulations, plans to combat climate
change, and how they balance environmental concerns with economic growth.



What are effective questions to ask about a politician’s
economic policy?
Questions include their approach to taxation, job creation, minimum wage, handling national debt,
and strategies for economic recovery and growth.

How can I ask questions about social justice issues in politics?
You can ask about their views on racial equality, criminal justice reform, gender rights, LGBTQ+
protections, and policies addressing poverty and education disparities.

What questions reveal a politician’s stance on foreign policy?
Inquire about their positions on international alliances, trade agreements, military involvement,
immigration policies, and responses to global crises.

Why is it important to ask politicians about transparency and
accountability?
It ensures they are committed to ethical governance, open communication with the public, and
mechanisms to prevent corruption and abuse of power.

What questions can help understand a politician’s approach
to healthcare?
Ask about their plans for healthcare access, insurance coverage, drug pricing, mental health services,
and handling public health emergencies.

How do I frame questions to understand a politician’s
priorities?
Ask them to name their top three priorities and explain how they plan to achieve them, which reveals
their focus areas and commitment to specific issues.

What questions should be avoided during political
discussions?
Avoid questions that are overly personal, inflammatory, or based on unverified information, as they
can derail productive dialogue and lead to misinformation.

Additional Resources
1. The Art of Political Inquiry: Questions That Shape Democracies
This book explores the critical questions citizens should ask to engage meaningfully in democratic
processes. It delves into how questioning political motives, policies, and outcomes can lead to more
informed voting and active citizenship. Readers are guided on framing incisive questions that hold



leaders accountable and promote transparency.

2. What Drives Power? Understanding Political Motivations
Focusing on the underlying motivations of political actors, this book encourages readers to ask
probing questions about power dynamics. It examines the role of ideology, personal ambition, and
public interest in shaping political decisions. The book provides tools for analyzing political behavior
through targeted inquiry.

3. Voices of Governance: Questions Every Citizen Should Ask
This title emphasizes the importance of civic engagement through questioning. It offers a
comprehensive list of essential questions related to governance, policy-making, and public
administration. The book aims to empower readers to critically assess their leaders and the
effectiveness of governmental institutions.

4. Democracy in Dialogue: The Power of Political Questions
Highlighting the role of dialogue in politics, this book argues that asking the right questions is
fundamental to democratic deliberation. It presents case studies where questioning led to significant
political change. Readers learn how to foster productive political conversations by asking thoughtful,
open-ended questions.

5. Behind the Ballot: Questions to Uncover Political Truths
This investigative guide helps voters develop a questioning mindset to reveal hidden agendas and
policy implications. It covers strategies for scrutinizing campaign promises, political rhetoric, and
media representation. The book equips readers with questions that promote transparency and
informed decision-making.

6. Policy Under the Microscope: Critical Questions for Political Analysis
Designed for students and enthusiasts of political science, this book outlines key questions for
analyzing public policies. It explains how to evaluate policy goals, stakeholders, outcomes, and ethical
considerations. The book encourages a skeptical yet constructive approach to political inquiry.

7. Power and Ethics: Questions That Challenge Political Norms
This book tackles the ethical dimensions of politics through a series of challenging questions. It
explores issues such as corruption, justice, and moral responsibility in leadership. Readers are invited
to reflect on the ethical implications of political actions and the standards to which leaders should be
held.

8. Global Politics Unveiled: Questions for a Connected World
Addressing international relations and global governance, this title presents critical questions about
diplomacy, conflict, and cooperation. It helps readers understand the complexities of global political
systems and the impact of national policies on the world stage. The book encourages a global
perspective in political questioning.

9. The Citizen’s Handbook: Essential Questions for Political Engagement
A practical guide for everyday political participation, this book lists fundamental questions to ask in
various political contexts, from local councils to national governments. It promotes active citizenship
by teaching readers how to inquire effectively during elections, public meetings, and policy debates.
The book serves as a toolkit for fostering democratic involvement.
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  politics questions to ask: Political Questions Larry Arnhart, 2015-08-28 In this enhanced
edition, Larry Arnhart continues to ask thought-provoking questions that illuminate the philosophies
of some of the most prominent political thinkers throughout history. This clear, well-written guide is
an ideal supplement to the original texts he recommends at the beginning of each chapter. In
addition to his analysis of Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Aquinas, Machiavelli, Descartes, Rousseau,
Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, and Rawls, the author’s well-organized and insightful approach provides an
even more comprehensive overview than the earlier editions: • Supplementing the discussion of
Leviathan, the chapter on Thomas Hobbes covers Behemoth. • The chapter on John Locke includes
his Letter Concerning Toleration as well as the original discussion of Second Treatise of
Government. • A chapter on Adam Smith has been added, which discusses Theory of Moral
Sentiments and Wealth of Nations. • Leo Strauss is featured, with an examination of Persecution and
the Art of Writing and Natural Right and History. • A final chapter analyzes Steven Pinker’s The
Better Angels of Our Nature.
  politics questions to ask: Doing Politics Michael Kranert, Geraldine Horan, 2018-12-15 This
edited volume explores the discursive, performative and mediated dimensions of contemporary
political discourse. The strengths of the volume are manifold: it contains cutting edge
interdisciplinary research on political discourses by international authors (UK, USA, Italy, Germany,
Austria, Denmark) in political science, discourse linguistic and social interaction research. The
contributions represent a wide range of methodological approaches to political discourse, analyzing
a broad variety of genres, some of which have been less analyzed to-date, for example Wikipedia
articles in combination with their discussion pages or the interaction between politicians and voters
in the constituency office of a British Member of Parliament. The contributions also focus on political
discourses of high and relevant topicality, such as EU membership of Britain, populism, migration
and xenophobia, terrorism and narratives in international relations.
  politics questions to ask: Qualitative Research in Politics and International Relations
Corina Lacatus, 2024-12-12 This groundbreaking textbook is the essential introduction to qualitative
research for politics and international relations. Presented in a refreshingly accessible manner, this
text applies a practical approach to help you learn by doing and will equip you with the tools to get
researching. Embrace a pedagogical approach that seamlessly integrates theoretical insights with
hands-on guidance, empowering you to navigate the complexities of qualitative research with
confidence and clarity. Key Benefits Include: · Practical Approach: bid farewell to abstract learning
with practical tools and exercises that instil intuition and proficiency. Step-by-step support for
students grappling with the logistical intricacies of research design, data collection, and analysis. ·
Close Links to the Disciplines: immerse yourself in the latest seminal research and learn how to
select robust qualitative designs for your research questions. · Demystify Theory and Methodology:
this text addresses the perennial challenge of aligning theory with methodology, providing a
cohesive framework for qualitative research. · Expert Guidance: for educators seeking to incorporate
this invaluable resource into their curriculum, a complementary online teaching guidebook offers
guidance and suggestions on how to truly engage with the material and enrich the learning
experience for your students. An essential companion for undergraduate students navigating
qualitative methods modules to postgraduate students and researchers shaping their research
projects. Corina Lacatus is a Senior Lecturer in Global Governance at the School of Politics and
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International Relations, Queen Mary University of London.
  politics questions to ask: LGBTQ Politics Marla Brettschneider, Susan Burgess, Christine
Keating, 2017-09-19 From Harvey Milk to Barney Frank, and from ACT UP to Proposition 8, in the
past few decades, no political change has been more significant than the civil rights advancements
of LGBTQ citizens. LGBTQ Politics is the first authoritative reader to approach the complexity of
queer politics from a political science persective, bringing together original contributions from
leadings scholars in the field on key issues in LGBTQ politics. These original essays cover a wide
range of essential topics, including marriage equality, transgender discrimination, gay and lesbian
political candidates, LGBTQ human rights advocacy, HIV prevention, and LGBTQ movements of the
Global South. The volume also includes a number of critical essays that reflect upon the state of
political science as a discipline that has struggled to address queer politics. Contributors draw from
a variety of subfields in political science, including comparative politics, political theory, American
politics, public law, and international relations. Essays that focus on mainstream institutional politics
appear alongside contributions grounded in grassroots movements and critical theory. While some
essays express concerns that the democratic basis of the LGBTQ movement has been undermined,
others celebrate the movement's successes and offer visions for the future. A comprehensive,
thought-provoking, and authoritative collection, LGBTQ Politics: A Critical Reader is required
reading for anyone looking to learn about the politics of sexuality--Back cover.
  politics questions to ask: Introducing Comparative Politics Stephen Orvis, Carol Ann
Drogus, 2020-01-07 The graphics in the book are extremely reader-friendly. The language is clear
and easy for students to follow. Instructor resources are quite helpful (and a key part of my
decision-making). Overall, this is the best comparative politics text for undergrads that I have found.
It covers all the important topics in the field and presents them in a way that is accessible to
students. —Laura N. Bell, West Texas A&M University Organized thematically around important
questions in comparative politics—who rules? what explains political behavior? where and
why?—Introducing Comparative Politics, Fifth Edition, integrates a set of extended case studies of
11 countries that vividly illustrate issues in cross-national context. Serving as touchstones, the cases
are placed within the chapters where they make the most sense —not separated from the theory or
in a separate volume—helping students make connections between the two earlier in the semester.
The book’s hybrid organization gives students a more holistic view of comparative politics. A
Complete Teaching & Learning Package LMS Cartridge (formally known as SAGE Coursepacks)
Import this title’s instructor resources into your school’s learning management system (LMS) and
save time. Don’t use an LMS? You can still access all of the same online resources for this title via
the password-protected Instructor Resource Site. SAGE Edge FREE online resources for students
that make learning easier. . SAGE course outcomes: Measure Results, Track Success Outlined in
your text and mapped to chapter learning objectives, SAGE course outcomes are crafted with
specific course outcomes in mind and vetted by advisors in the field. See how SAGE course outcomes
tie in with this book’s chapter-level objectives.
  politics questions to ask: Introduction to Politics Robert Garner, Peter Ferdinand, Stephanie
Lawson, 2020 The only introductory textbook to bring together theory, comparative politics, and
international relations, to provide the most comprehensive and global introduction to politics
available.
  politics questions to ask: American Political Thought Ken Kersch, 2021-02-02 How do
Americans think about foundational political questions? Covering the full span of U.S. history,
American Political Thought: An Invitation offers a lively yet sophisticated overview of the nature and
dynamics of American Political Thought for students and general readers alike. Award-winning
scholar Ken Kersch’s engaging introduction situates the key debates in their historical, political and
cultural context. He introduces the touchstone frameworks and ideas that are both deeply ingrained
and yet have been actively re-made in a country that has spent 250 years of shifting circumstances
battling over their real-world implications. Covering thinkers ranging from Jefferson to Rawls, Du
Bois to Audre Lorde, he examines the ambiguities of the purportedly ‘consensus’ American



principles of liberty, equality, and democracy as well as addressing questions ranging from ‘What
are the foundations of a legitimate political order?’ and ‘What is the appropriate role of
government?’ to ‘What are the appropriate terms of full civic membership ?’ - and beyond. Politically
balanced and inclusive, American Political Thought introduces the contested terrain concerning
these core political questions as they were raised over the course of the USA’s often dramatic
history.
  politics questions to ask: Political Research Sandr Halperin, 2025
  politics questions to ask: Politics Peter Ferdinand, Robert Garner, Stephanie Lawson, 2018 An
unrivalled combination of exceptional clarity and analysis
  politics questions to ask: AP US Government and Politics Curt Lader, 2020-08-11 Be
prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP experts! Barron’s AP U.S.
Government and Politics: 2020-2021 includes in-depth content review and practice. It’s the only
book you’ll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn from
Barron’s--all content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build your understanding with
comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg up with tips, strategies, and study
advice for exam day--it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen
your test-taking skills with 2 full-length practice tests Strengthen your knowledge with in-depth
review covering all Units on the AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam Reinforce your learning with
practice questions at the end of each chapter
  politics questions to ask: Responsibility for Human Rights David Jason Karp, 2014-03-27
Responsibility for Human Rights provides an original theoretical analysis of which global actors are
responsible for human rights, and why. It does this through an evaluation of the different reasons
according to which such responsibilities might be assigned: legalism, universalism, capacity and
publicness. The book marshals various arguments that speak in favour of and against assigning
'responsibility for human rights' to any state or non-state actor. At the same time, it remains
grounded in an incisive interpretation of the world we actually live in today, including: the
relationship between sovereignty and human rights, recent events in 'business and human rights'
practice, and key empirical examples of human rights violations by companies. David Karp argues
that relevantly public actors have specific human rights responsibility. However, states can be less
public, and non-state actors can be more public, than might seem apparent at first glance.
  politics questions to ask: Contemporary Chinese Politics Allen Carlson, Mary E. Gallagher,
Kenneth Lieberthal, Melanie Manion, 2010-07-29 Contemporary Chinese Politics: Sources, Methods,
and Field Strategies considers how new and diverse sources and methods are changing the study of
Chinese politics. Contributors spanning three generations in China studies place their distinct
qualitative and quantitative methodological approaches in the framework of the discipline and point
to challenges or opportunities (or both) of adapting new sources and methods to the study of
contemporary China. How can we more effectively use new sources and methods of data collection?
How can we better integrate the study of Chinese politics into the discipline of political science, to
the betterment of both? This comprehensive methodological survey will be of immense interest to
graduate students heading into the field for the first time and experienced scholars looking to keep
abreast of the state of the art in the study of Chinese politics.
  politics questions to ask: AP U.S. Government and Politics Premium, 2024: 6 Practice
Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice Curt Lader, 2023-07-04 Always study with the
most up-to-date prep! Look for AP U.S. Government and Politics Premium, 2025: Prep Book with 6
Practice Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice, ISBN 9781506291963, on sale July 2,
2024. Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the
publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any online entities included with the product.
  politics questions to ask: HIV Scale-Up and the Politics of Global Health Nora
Kenworthy, Richard Parker, 2017-10-02 The global expansion of HIV programming (HIV scale-up)
and the growth of global health in the past decade reshaped politics, power, civic relations, and
citizen subjectivities in countries across the globe. This book draws on interdisciplinary research



from numerous sites in the Global South to examine the political dimensions of HIV and global
health programming. The chapters reflect extensive methodological diversity and geographic range,
yet exhibit striking resonance with the book’s core themes. Collectively, the authors paint a complex
global portrait of a unique period in the social history of HIV, as the pandemic enters its fourth
decade, and the global response reaches its peak. The book contemplates scale-up (and,
subsequently, scale-down) as an object of analysis and an historical shift in the politics of response
to global crisis. Ultimately, HIV/AIDS campaigns provide a template for the broader expansion of
global health projects and institutions. These transnational shifts and expansions necessitate further
critical evaluations across social science and public health disciplines. By collecting diverse
perspectives on the political legacies of HIV and global health, this book provides a unique history of
the present, cataloguing emerging practices and policies that will have long-term social impacts.
This book was originally published as a special issue of Global Public Health.
  politics questions to ask: Political Humility Blake Roeber, 2024-04-30 This book aims to
change the way we think about politics, talk about politics, and vote. It does this in two ways. First,
it shows it’s impossible for a Republican, Democrat, or voter in any political party to possess a
significant level of knowledge of facts that would help their party secure or maintain political power.
It calls this knowledge “political knowledge” and shows how unfeasible it is for anyone to have it.
Second, it explains how we might best be politically engaged, given that we have virtually no
political knowledge. To argue that it is impossible for any person to possess a significant amount of
political knowledge, the book depends on two empirically verified facts. The first is that we have
virtually no means of acquiring political information except by believing what other people say. The
second is that, when people start talking about politics, they become highly unreliable. They’re very
likely to say false things when voicing political opinions because they employ a belief‐forming
process that psychologists call “identity protective cognition.” This is a type of reasoning aimed, not
at truth, but at preserving one’s membership in some identity‐defining group. In combination, these
two observations cast serious doubt on all of our political beliefs. As the book explains, however, the
proper response to this doubt is not to simply avoid politics. Rather the best response is a kind of
humble but real engagement with politics that constantly manifests one’s awareness that one is, at
best, making educated guesses rather than speaking and acting from knowledge.
  politics questions to ask: Public Finance and Public Policy Arye L. Hillman, 2019-01-10 This
new edition restructures and updates the political economy view of the responsibilities and
limitations of government. Public-choice and behavioural concepts are prominent. Gender issues are
included. Technical concepts are explained from first principles. Economic theory is rigorously
applied. Excessive technicality is avoided. The book integrates traditional public finance topics -
taxation, public goods, externalities, and income redistribution - with political self-interest,
bureaucracy, voting, rent seeking, corruption, and the common-pool problem of public spending.
Social justice is viewed as income equality, equality of opportunity, or the right to benefit from one's
own effort. Public policies studied include the environment, education, health insurance, welfare
payments and entitlements under moral hazard, unemployment insurance, paternalistic impositions,
and defence and public safety. This book is ideal for advanced undergraduate and graduate courses
that combine economic theory with a real-world perspective on the politics of public finance and
public policy. A broad scope makes the book suitable for students in all countries.
  politics questions to ask: Political Research Lisa Harrison, Nicholas Startin, 2013-04-15
Political Research: An Introduction has been designed to provide an excellent starting point for
those new to the area of Research Methods. It assumes no prior knowledge of the subject and sets
out the key issues involved in doing research in Politics. It guides students through a complex and
often daunting subject by exploring the many concepts associated with the field, as well as offering
practical advice on research practices and information resources. Features and benefits of this
textbook include: * boxed case studies in each chapter to illustrate and clarify key concepts, and
highlight the practical use of different research methods * a useful glossary, giving easy access to
definitions of key terms * a dedicated web-site containing sample material, extra case studies,



important links, and essential resources for both teachers and students.
  politics questions to ask: From Politics to the Pews Michele F. Margolis, 2024-05-31 One of
the most substantial divides in American politics is the God gap. Religious voters tend to identify
with and support the Republican Party, while secular voters generally support the Democratic Party.
Conventional wisdom suggests that religious differences between Republicans and Democrats have
produced this gap, with voters sorting themselves into the party that best represents their religious
views. Michele F. Margolis offers a bold challenge to the conventional wisdom, arguing that the
relationship between religion and politics is far from a one-way street that starts in the church and
ends at the ballot box. Margolis contends that political identity has a profound effect on social
identity, including religion. Whether a person chooses to identify as religious and the extent of their
involvement in a religious community are, in part, a response to political surroundings. In today's
climate of political polarization, partisan actors also help reinforce the relationship between religion
and politics, as Democratic and Republican elites stake out divergent positions on moral issues and
use religious faith to varying degrees when reaching out to voters.
  politics questions to ask: The Woman Question in Plato's Republic Mary Townsend,
2017-08-07 In this book, Mary Townsend proposes that, contrary to the current scholarship on
Plato's Republic, Socrates does not in fact set out to prove the weakness of women. Rather, she
argues that close attention to the drama of the Republic reveals that Plato dramatizes the reluctance
of men to allow women into the public sphere and offers a deeply aporetic vision of women’s nature
and political position—a vision full of concern not only for the human community, but for the desires
of women themselves.
  politics questions to ask: Barron's AP U.S. Government and Politics with Online Tests
Curt Lader, 2018-07-01 Always study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for AP U.S. Government
and Politics Premium, ISBN 978-1-5062-5869-0, on sale December 31, 2019. Publisher's Note:
Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality,
authenticity, or access to any online entitles included with the product.
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