political science major usf

political science major usf is an academic program offered by the University of South
Florida that provides students with a comprehensive understanding of political systems,
theories, and practical applications. This major is designed to equip students with analytical
skills to critically evaluate political behavior, institutions, and policies on local, national, and
international levels. With a curriculum that blends theoretical knowledge and empirical
research, the political science major at USF prepares graduates for diverse careers in
government, law, public policy, and international relations. This article explores the
structure of the political science major at USF, the courses offered, career opportunities,
faculty expertise, and resources available to students. Readers will gain insight into why the
political science major at USF is a strong choice for those interested in understanding and
influencing the political landscape.
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Overview of the Political Science Major at USF

The political science major at USF is housed within the College of Arts and Sciences and
offers a robust program focused on the study of government, politics, and policy analysis.
This major emphasizes critical thinking, research methodologies, and effective
communication skills, essential for analyzing political phenomena. Students engage with
various subfields such as American politics, comparative politics, international relations,
and political theory. The program is designed to accommodate students aiming for
graduate studies as well as those pursuing direct entry into the workforce. USF’s political
science major maintains a commitment to fostering an inclusive learning environment that
encourages diverse perspectives and active civic engagement.

Program Goals and Learning Outcomes

The primary goal of the political science major at USF is to develop students' ability to
critically analyze political institutions and behavior. Graduates are equipped to:

e Understand and evaluate political theories and concepts

e Conduct rigorous research using qualitative and quantitative methods



e Communicate complex political ideas effectively in written and oral form
e Apply political knowledge to real-world problems and policy issues

e Engage in informed citizenship and advocacy

Curriculum and Course Offerings

The curriculum for the political science major at USF encompasses foundational courses,
advanced electives, and opportunities for specialization. Students must complete core
requirements that introduce essential concepts and analytical techniques before choosing
courses aligned with their interests and career goals. The program offers flexibility to
incorporate minors or double majors, enhancing interdisciplinary learning.

Core Courses

Core courses provide a solid base in political science principles and research methods.
Typical required courses include:

¢ Introduction to American Government and Politics

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Political Theory

Research Methods in Political Science

Elective Courses and Specializations

Students can choose from a variety of electives to tailor their education. Popular electives
cover topics such as:

Public Policy Analysis

Human Rights and Global Justice

Political Economy

Environmental Politics

Political Communication



These courses allow students to deepen their knowledge in specific areas of political
science and develop expertise relevant to their career aspirations.

Career Paths and Opportunities

A political science major from USF opens doors to numerous career fields in both the public
and private sectors. The program’s emphasis on analytical skills, policy understanding, and
communication prepares graduates for diverse professional roles.

Government and Public Service

Graduates often pursue careers in local, state, or federal government agencies, where they
can work as policy analysts, legislative assistants, or public affairs specialists. The
understanding of government operations and public policy learned at USF is highly valued
in these roles.

Law and Legal Studies

Many political science majors use the program as a foundation for law school. The major’s
focus on critical thinking, argumentation, and understanding of political systems provides
excellent preparation for legal studies and careers in law.

International Relations and Nonprofits

Students interested in global affairs may find careers in international organizations,
nonprofits, or diplomatic services. The political science major offers knowledge of
international politics and global issues essential for these fields.

Corporate and Private Sector Roles

Political science graduates also work in corporate government relations, lobbying,
consulting, and media. Their ability to analyze political environments and communicate
effectively is a valued asset in these industries.

Faculty and Research Expertise

The political science department at USF boasts a distinguished faculty with expertise
spanning multiple subfields of political science. Faculty members are actively engaged in
research, publishing in top academic journals, and contributing to public policy debates.



Research Areas

Faculty research interests include American politics, comparative political institutions,
international security, political behavior, and public policy. This diverse expertise enriches
the academic environment and offers students opportunities to participate in cutting-edge
research projects.

Student-Faculty Collaboration

USF encourages undergraduate research and mentorship, allowing political science majors
to work closely with professors on research projects, theses, and conference presentations.
This collaboration enhances students’ academic experience and professional development.

Student Resources and Extracurricular Activities

USF provides numerous resources and opportunities to support political science majors
beyond the classroom. These resources facilitate practical experience, networking, and skill
development.

Internships and Experiential Learning

The political science program promotes internships with government offices, nonprofits,
and advocacy groups. These internships offer hands-on experience and valuable
professional connections.

Student Organizations and Events

There are active student organizations related to political science, including debate clubs,
Model United Nations, and political advocacy groups. These organizations sponsor events,
guest lectures, and networking opportunities that complement academic learning.

Career Services and Advising

Dedicated advisors assist political science majors with academic planning, career
exploration, and graduate school preparation. Workshops and career fairs help students
connect with potential employers and graduate programs.

Frequently Asked Questions

What courses are included in the Political Science major



at USF?

The Political Science major at USF includes courses such as American Government,
Comparative Politics, International Relations, Political Theory, and Public Policy among
others.

Does USF offer internship opportunities for Political
Science majors?

Yes, USF provides various internship opportunities for Political Science majors through
partnerships with government agencies, non-profits, and political organizations.

What career paths can a Political Science major from
USF pursue?

Graduates with a Political Science degree from USF can pursue careers in law, public
administration, international relations, political consulting, journalism, and education.

Are there any student organizations related to Political
Science at USF?

Yes, USF hosts student organizations such as the Political Science Club and Model United
Nations, which offer networking and professional development opportunities.

How does USF support research for Political Science
students?

USF supports Political Science students through faculty mentorship, research assistant
positions, and access to resources like the USF Libraries and specialized research centers.

What are the admission requirements for the Political
Science major at USF?

Admission to the Political Science major at USF typically requires a high school diploma, a
minimum GPA as specified by the university, and completion of general education
requirements.

Can Political Science majors at USF study abroad?

Yes, USF offers study abroad programs that Political Science majors can participate in to
gain international experience and enhance their understanding of global politics.

Additional Resources

1. The Logic of American Politics
This book offers a comprehensive introduction to the principles and practices of American



politics. It explores the foundational structures of the U.S. government, political behavior,
and the role of institutions. Ideal for political science majors, it combines theory with real-
world examples to enhance understanding of American political dynamics.

2. Comparative Politics: Structures and Choices

Focusing on the comparative method, this text examines political systems across the globe
to highlight differences and similarities. It delves into topics such as democratization,
political culture, and governance structures. The book is essential for students interested in
understanding global political systems through a comparative lens.

3. International Relations: Perspectives and Controversies

This book provides an in-depth look at theories and case studies in international relations. It
covers topics like diplomacy, conflict, and global governance, encouraging critical thinking
about international issues. Political science majors benefit from its balanced presentation of
diverse perspectives and debates.

4. American Government and Politics Today

A widely used textbook that covers the key aspects of U.S. government institutions, political
processes, and public policy. It integrates current events and developments to illustrate the
evolving nature of American politics. This resource is valuable for students seeking an up-
to-date overview of political institutions and citizen participation.

5. Political Science Research Methods

Designed to introduce students to the methodologies used in political science research, this
book covers qualitative and quantitative techniques. It emphasizes the importance of
empirical evidence and sound research design. Students learn how to formulate research
questions, collect data, and analyze results effectively.

6. Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives

This book explores the process of policy-making in the United States, including agenda
setting, formulation, adoption, and evaluation. It discusses various policy areas such as
healthcare, education, and environmental regulation. Political science majors gain insight
into how political actors influence policy decisions and outcomes.

7. Political Theory: An Introduction

Offering a comprehensive overview of classical and contemporary political theories, this
text helps students understand the philosophical foundations of politics. It covers thinkers
from Plato and Machiavelli to Rawls and Habermas. The book encourages critical
engagement with normative questions about justice, power, and democracy.

8. States and Social Revolutions

This influential work analyzes the causes and outcomes of major social revolutions through
a comparative historical approach. It examines the interplay between state structures,
social classes, and revolutionary movements. Political science students interested in
political change and social upheaval will find this book insightful.

9. Environmental Politics and Policy

Focusing on the intersection of politics and environmental issues, this book addresses
topics such as climate change, sustainability, and environmental justice. It evaluates the
role of governments, NGOs, and international organizations in shaping environmental
policy. This resource is particularly useful for students interested in the growing field of



environmental political science.
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political science major usf: University of San Francisco Alan Ziajka, Robert Elias, 2015-05-04
The University of San Francisco began in 1855 as a one-room schoolhouse named St. Ignatius
Academy. Its founding is interwoven with the establishment of the Jesuit Order in California,
European immigration to the western United States, and the population growth of California and
San Francisco as a result of the California Gold Rush. For 159 years, the University of San Francisco
has enriched the lives of thousands of people. The institution has graduated students who went on to
become leaders in government, education, business, journalism, sports, the sciences, and the legal
and medical professions. Among its alumni, the university counts three San Francisco mayors, a US
senator, four California Supreme Court justices, a California lieutenant governor, two Pulitzer Prize
winners, three Olympic medalists, several professional athletes, and the former president of Peru.
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political science major usf: Tampa Bay Magazine , 2002-09 Tampa Bay Magazine is the area's
lifestyle magazine. For over 25 years it has been featuring the places, people and pleasures of
Tampa Bay Florida, that includes Tampa, Clearwater and St. Petersburg. You won't know Tampa Bay
until you read Tampa Bay Magazine.

political science major usf: How to Write the Story of Your Life Frank Thomas, 1989-08-15
How to Write the Story of Your Life shows writers how to mine the depths of their experience to
write an engaging and saleable memoir. Frank P. Thomas gives readers the instruction they need to
write the stories of their lives, including: The five Rs essential to the completion and publishing of a
life story; research, remembering, 'riting, reading and reproduction Hundreds of memory sparkers
to get readers started Organizational techniques for developing a writing plan and how to work with
photos and documents Memories and the author's expert guidance are all writers need to leave a
legacy for generations to come.

political science major usf: Jesuits by the Golden Gate John Bernard McGloin, 1972

political science major usf: Graduate Programs in the Humanities, Arts & Social
Sciences 2014 (Grad 2) Peterson's, 2013-11-22 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the Humanities,
Arts & Social Sciences 2014 contains comprehensive profiles of more than 11,000 graduate
programs in disciplines such as, applied arts & design, area & cultural studies, art & art history,
conflict resolution & mediation/peace studies, criminology & forensics, language & literature,
psychology & counseling, religious studies, sociology, anthropology, archaeology and more.
Up-to-date data, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and Professional
Institutions, provides valuable information on degree offerings, professional accreditation, jointly
offered degrees, part-time and evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance degrees,
faculty, students, requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit head and
application contact information. There are helpful links to in-depth descriptions about a specific
graduate program or department, faculty members and their research, and more. There are also
valuable articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for international
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and minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.

political science major usf: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Filipina/x/o American Studies
Kevin Leo Yabut Nadal, Allyson Tintiangco-Cubales, E.J.R. David, 2022-09-13 Filipino Americans are
one of the three largest Asian American groups in the United States and the second largest
immigrant population in the country. Yet within the field of Asian American Studies, Filipino
American history and culture have received comparatively less attention than have other ethnic
groups. Over the past twenty years, however, Filipino American scholars across various disciplines
have published numerous books and research articles, as a way of addressing their unique concerns
and experiences as an ethnic group. The SAGE Encyclopedia of Filipina/x/o American Studies, the
first on the topic of Filipino American Studies, offers a comprehensive survey of an emerging field,
focusing on the Filipino diaspora in the United States as well as highlighting issues facing immigrant
groups in general. It covers a broad range of topics and disciplines including activism and education,
arts and humanities, health, history and historical figures, immigration, psychology, regional trends,
and sociology and social issues.

political science major usf: Peterson's ... 4 Year Colleges , 2000

political science major usf: The Politics of Baseball Ron Briley, 2010-03-30 Examining
baseball not just as a game but as a social, historical, and political force, this collection of sixteen
essays looks at the sport from the perspectives of race, sexual orientation, economic power, social
class, imperialism, nationalism, and international diplomacy. Together, the essays underscore the
point that baseball is not just a form of entertainment but a major part of the culture and power
struggles of American life as well as the nation's international footprint.

political science major usf: Afro-Politics and Civil Society in Salvador da Bahia, Brazil Kwame
Dixon, 2022-08-02 Brazil’s Black population, one of the oldest and largest in the Americas, mobilized
a vibrant antiracism movement from grassroots origins when the country transitioned from
dictatorship to democracy in the 1980s. Campaigning for political equality after centuries of deeply
engrained racial hierarchies, African-descended groups have been working to unlock democratic
spaces that were previously closed to them. Using the city of Salvador as a case study, Kwame Dixon
tracks the emergence of Black civil society groups and their political projects: claiming new
citizenship rights, testing new anti-discrimination and affirmative action measures, reclaiming rural
and urban land, and increasing political representation. This book is one of the first to explore how
Afro-Brazilians have influenced politics and democratic institutions in the contemporary period.
Publication of the paperback edition made possible by a Sustaining the Humanities through the
American Rescue Plan grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities.

political science major usf: The College Buzz Book Carolyn C. Wise, Stephanie Hauser,
2007-03-26 Many guides claim to offer an insider view of top undergraduate programs, but no
publisher understands insider information like Vault, and none of these guides provides the rich
detail that Vault's new guide does. Vault publishes the entire surveys of current students and alumni
at more than 300 top undergraduate institutions. Each 2- to 3-page entry is composed almost
entirely of insider comments from students and alumni. Through these narratives Vault provides
applicants with detailed, balanced perspectives.

political science major usf: From Indians to Indian Americans Paul Guzzo, 2012-03-15
When people speak of the immigrant groups that helped to build Tampa into the great city that it is
today, they usually speak of the Italians, Cubans and Spaniards, because their contributions in the
late 1800s and early 1900s laid the groundwork that turned a sleepy section of Florida, once covered
with guava fields and mangroves, into a thriving metropolis. But, in the last three decades, Tampa
has seen the rise of a new and vibrant immigrant community, namely the Indian American
community (meaning those men and women with roots in India) that is helping lead Tampa into a
better tomorrow. Yet, the majority of the Tampa Bay community still seems unaware of the
significance of Indian Americans in the life of the city.

political science major usf: Leaders in the Historical Study of American Education
Wayne J. Urban, 2012-01-01 This volume consists of twenty six autobiographical essays by leading



historians of American education which document the enormous variety of paths taken to get into
this field. A companion to earlier volumes on philosophy of education and curriculum studies, the
historians in this volume reflect a wide variety of interests that underlay accomplishment in this
scholarly field. They come from diverse backgrounds that have animated their scholarly careers in
compelling ways. Readers in any variety of educational or historical study should learn from this
volume how unplanned careers can still result in highly successful sets of accomplishments. That
realization is a tribute both to the individual contributors and to the great attractiveness of
educational history to committed scholars of various backgrounds and orientations.

political science major usf: The Fiske Guide to Colleges 2001 Edward B. Fiske, 2000-08-15
Draws on interviews with administrators and students to furnish data on three hundred of the
country's most prominent colleges.
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political science major usf: Colleges in the Midwest 2007 Peterson's Guides, Peterson's
Guides Staff, 2006-10-09 Detailed listings of accredited colleges in the Midwestern States.

political science major usf: Protecting Human Security in a Post 9/11 World Giorgio
Shani, Makoto Sato, 2007-11-09 Written by leading authorities from Asia, Africa, Europe, and North
and South America, this groundbreaking volume offers the first truly global and critical perspective
on human security in the post 9/11 world. The collection offers unique interpretations on
mainstream discourses on human security.

political science major usf: Leadership in Nonprofit Organizations Kathryn A. Agard, 2011
Leadership in Non-Profit Organizations tackles issues and leadership topics for those seeking to
understand more about this dynamic sector of society. A major focus of this two-volume reference
work is on the specific roles and skills required of the non-profit leader in voluntary organizations.
Key features include: contributions from a wide range of authors who reflect the variety, vibrancy
and creativity of the sector itself an overview of the history of non-profit organizations in the United
States description of a robust and diverse assortment of organizations and opportunities for
leadership an exploration of the nature of leadership and its complexity as exemplified in the
non-profit sector availability both in print and online - this title will form part of the 2010
Encyclopedia Collection on SAGE Reference Online. The Handbook includes topics such as:
personalities of non-profit leaders vision and starting a nonprofit organization nonprofit law,
statutes, taxation and regulations strategic management financial management collaboration public
relations for promoting a non-profit organization human resource policies and procedures.
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