political science and international affairs

political science and international affairs represent two interconnected fields that explore the
dynamics of power, governance, and diplomacy on both domestic and global stages. Political science
examines the structures and processes of governments, political behavior, and institutional design.
International affairs, on the other hand, focuses on the relationships between countries, including
diplomacy, conflict resolution, international organizations, and global policy challenges. Together,
these disciplines provide critical insights into how states interact, how policies are formulated, and
how global issues such as security, trade, and human rights are addressed. This article delves into
the foundational concepts, key theories, and practical applications of political science and
international affairs. It also highlights career opportunities and the evolving nature of these fields in
a rapidly changing world. The following sections will guide readers through the core aspects of
political science and international affairs, offering a comprehensive understanding of their
significance and impact.
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Foundations of Political Science

Political science is the systematic study of political structures, processes, and behavior within
societies. It seeks to understand how governments operate, how policies are developed, and how
citizens engage with political systems. The discipline is grounded in analyzing power distribution,
decision-making mechanisms, and the role of institutions in shaping political outcomes. Political
science encompasses several subfields including comparative politics, political theory, public
administration, and political methodology.

Comparative Politics

Comparative politics involves analyzing and comparing political systems across different countries to
identify patterns, differences, and similarities. This subfield helps scholars understand the
functioning of democracies, authoritarian regimes, and hybrid systems. Through comparative
analysis, political scientists can evaluate how factors such as culture, economic development, and
social structures influence political stability and governance.



Political Theory

Political theory examines the philosophical foundations of politics, including concepts such as
justice, liberty, equality, and democracy. It explores the works of classical and contemporary
thinkers to understand normative questions about the ideal organization of society and the rights
and responsibilities of citizens and governments. This subfield provides a critical framework for
evaluating political ideologies and ethical considerations in policymaking.

Public Policy and Administration

This area focuses on how government agencies design, implement, and evaluate public policies. It
studies bureaucratic structures, management techniques, and the impact of policies on societies.
Understanding public administration is essential for effective governance and for addressing
complex societal challenges through coordinated efforts.

Core Concepts in International Affairs

International affairs, often synonymous with international relations, explores the interactions
between sovereign states and other global actors. It encompasses diplomacy, security, international
law, trade, and global governance. This field is essential for understanding how countries cooperate
and compete on the world stage, and how international norms and institutions influence global
order.

Diplomacy and Foreign Policy

Diplomacy is the practice of negotiating and managing relationships between states. It involves
communication, conflict resolution, and the pursuit of national interests through peaceful means.
Foreign policy refers to a country’s strategic approach to international relations and includes
decisions related to alliances, trade agreements, and military engagement. Both concepts are central
to maintaining stability and advancing a nation's objectives globally.

International Organizations

International organizations such as the United Nations, NATO, and the World Trade Organization
play crucial roles in facilitating cooperation and addressing transnational issues. These entities
establish norms, mediate conflicts, and provide platforms for dialogue among member states.
Understanding their functions is vital for grasping the mechanisms of global governance and
collective action.

Global Security and Conflict

Issues of security dominate international affairs, encompassing topics such as war, terrorism, arms
control, and peacekeeping. The study of conflict examines causes of wars, strategies for conflict
resolution, and efforts to prevent violence. Security studies aim to protect states and populations



from threats while promoting international stability.

Theories and Approaches in Political Science and
International Relations

The fields of political science and international affairs employ various theoretical frameworks to
analyze political phenomena and international interactions. These theories help explain state
behavior, power dynamics, and the impact of institutions and norms.

Realism

Realism is a dominant theory in international relations that emphasizes the anarchic nature of the
international system and the centrality of power and national interest. Realists argue that states act
primarily to ensure their survival and security, often through military strength and strategic
alliances.

Liberalism

Liberalism focuses on the potential for cooperation among states through institutions, trade, and
international law. It highlights the role of democracy, economic interdependence, and global
governance in reducing conflict and promoting peace.

Constructivism

Constructivism examines how ideas, identities, and social norms shape state behavior and
international outcomes. It stresses that the international system is socially constructed and that
changing perceptions can alter political realities.

Behavioralism and Quantitative Methods

In political science, behavioralism emphasizes empirical research and statistical analysis to study
political behavior and public opinion. Quantitative methods enable scholars to test hypotheses about
voting patterns, policy impacts, and political participation.

Key Institutions and Actors

Political science and international affairs study a range of institutions and actors that influence
political dynamics both domestically and internationally. Understanding these entities is essential
for analyzing power distribution and decision-making processes.



Nation-States

The nation-state remains the primary actor in international affairs. Each state exercises sovereignty
over its territory and population, engaging with other states to pursue its interests. The structure
and stability of states directly affect global politics.

International Organizations and NGOs

Beyond states, international organizations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) influence
global issues by facilitating cooperation, providing humanitarian aid, and advocating for human
rights and environmental protection.

Multinational Corporations

Multinational corporations (MNCs) hold significant economic power and can impact international
relations through investment, trade, and lobbying. Their role in globalization connects economic and
political spheres in complex ways.

e States as sovereign actors
¢ International organizations promoting cooperation
e NGOs and civil society influence

¢ Economic actors and multinational corporations

Global Challenges and Policy Issues

Political science and international affairs address a wide range of global challenges that require
coordinated policy responses. These issues highlight the interconnectedness of states and the
importance of effective governance at multiple levels.

Climate Change and Environmental Policy

Global environmental challenges such as climate change demand international cooperation and
innovative policy solutions. Political science examines the role of governments, international
agreements, and non-state actors in addressing environmental sustainability.

Human Rights and International Law

Protection of human rights and the enforcement of international law are critical components of
international affairs. These frameworks seek to uphold justice and prevent abuses, while balancing



state sovereignty with global norms.

Global Economic Governance

The regulation of international trade, finance, and development is essential for economic stability
and growth. Institutions like the International Monetary Fund and World Bank play key roles in
shaping economic policies worldwide.

Security Threats and Terrorism

Contemporary security threats include terrorism, cyber warfare, and transnational crime.
Addressing these challenges requires intelligence sharing, international cooperation, and robust
policy frameworks.

Career Paths in Political Science and International
Affairs

Graduates in political science and international affairs have diverse career opportunities across
public, private, and nonprofit sectors. Their expertise is valuable for analyzing complex political
environments and crafting effective policies.

Government and Public Service

Careers in diplomacy, intelligence, public administration, and legislative analysis are common paths
for those trained in political science and international affairs. These roles involve shaping and
implementing policies at local, national, and international levels.

International Organizations and NGOs

Working with international institutions or nonprofit organizations allows professionals to engage in
humanitarian aid, development projects, human rights advocacy, and conflict resolution worldwide.

Academia and Research

Many pursue advanced research or teaching positions in universities and think tanks, contributing to
scholarly knowledge and policy analysis in political science and international affairs.

Private Sector and Consulting

Political risk analysis, public relations, and strategic consulting are areas where expertise in political
science and international affairs is highly valued, especially in multinational corporations and



consulting firms.

1. Diplomatic service and foreign affairs

2. Policy analysis and public administration

3. International development and humanitarian work
4. Academic research and teaching

5. Private sector consulting and risk assessment

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main challenges facing global governance in the
21st century?

The main challenges include managing climate change, addressing global inequality, combating
terrorism, navigating geopolitical tensions, and reforming international institutions to be more
inclusive and effective.

How has the rise of populism impacted international
relations?

The rise of populism has led to increased nationalism, skepticism towards multilateralism, and
strained diplomatic ties, resulting in challenges to global cooperation on issues like trade, security,
and climate change.

What role does political science play in understanding conflict
resolution?

Political science provides theoretical frameworks and empirical analyses that help understand the
causes of conflicts, the interests of parties involved, and the strategies for negotiation and
peacebuilding.

How do international organizations influence state behavior?

International organizations set norms, facilitate cooperation, provide platforms for dialogue, and
sometimes enforce rules, thereby shaping how states interact and make decisions on the global
stage.



What is the significance of soft power in international affairs?

Soft power, the ability to influence others through cultural appeal, values, and diplomacy rather than
coercion, is crucial for building alliances, shaping global public opinion, and achieving foreign policy
goals.

How has digital technology transformed political science
research and international diplomacy?

Digital technology has enhanced data collection and analysis in political science, enabled real-time
communication in diplomacy, and introduced new challenges like cyber warfare and misinformation
campaigns.

What impact does climate change have on international
security?

Climate change exacerbates resource scarcity, triggers migration, and increases the risk of conflicts,
thereby becoming a critical factor in global security considerations.

How do domestic politics affect a country's foreign policy
decisions?

Domestic politics shape foreign policy through public opinion, interest groups, political institutions,
and leadership priorities, influencing how states engage with the international community.

Additional Resources

1. Theories of International Politics and Zombies

This book by Daniel W. Drezner creatively explores major international relations theories by
imagining a zombie apocalypse scenario. It uses this unusual context to explain complex political
science concepts such as realism, liberalism, and constructivism. The book is both entertaining and
educational, making it accessible for readers new to international affairs.

2. The Tragedy of Great Power Politics

Written by John Mearsheimer, this influential work articulates the theory of offensive realism in
international relations. Mearsheimer argues that great powers are inherently driven to seek
dominance to ensure their survival. The book provides a critical lens to understand power struggles
and conflicts in global politics.

3. Diplomacy

Henry Kissinger’s classic text offers an in-depth historical analysis of diplomacy and international
relations from the 17th century to the late 20th century. Drawing on his experience as a former U.S.
Secretary of State, Kissinger discusses the balance of power, statecraft, and the art of negotiation. It
is a foundational read for understanding the practical aspects of international affairs.

4. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order
Samuel P. Huntington’s controversial thesis proposes that future conflicts will be driven not by



ideology or economics but by cultural and religious differences. The book examines global patterns
of conflict and cooperation through the lens of civilization identities. It challenges traditional
political science paradigms and stimulates debate on global security.

5. Globalization and Its Discontents

Joseph E. Stiglitz critiques international economic institutions like the IMF and World Bank in this
insightful work. He argues that globalization has often exacerbated inequality and instability in
developing countries due to flawed policies and governance. The book provides a critical perspective
on the intersection of economics, politics, and international development.

6. The Origins of Political Order

Francis Fukuyama traces the development of political institutions from prehuman times to the
French Revolution. This comprehensive historical analysis explores how states, rule of law, and
accountable government emerged. Fukuyama’s work is essential for understanding the foundations
of modern political systems and governance.

7. The Global Cold War: Third World Interventions and the Making of Our Times

Odd Arne Westad examines how the Cold War shaped conflicts and political dynamics in the
developing world. The book highlights the global reach of superpower rivalry and its impact on Third
World countries. It provides a broader understanding of international relations beyond the
traditional East-West dichotomy.

8. The Politics of International Economic Relations

By Joan E. Spero and Jeffrey A. Hart, this text offers a comprehensive introduction to the political
aspects of global economic interactions. It covers topics such as trade, investment, monetary policy,
and international economic organizations. The book is useful for students and practitioners
interested in the nexus of politics and global economics.

9. The Post-Colonial State in Africa

Peter Ekeh’s influential work analyzes the legacy of colonialism on African political structures and
governance. The book discusses how colonial institutions and identities continue to influence
modern state-building and political order in Africa. It is a key contribution to the study of
comparative politics and international affairs focused on the Global South.
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political science and international affairs: Handbook of International Relations Walter
Carlsnaes, Thomas Risse, Beth A Simmons, 2012-09-18 The original Handbook of International
Relations was the first authoritative and comprehensive survey of the field of international relations.
In this eagerly-awaited new edition, the Editors have once again drawn together a team of the
world’s leading scholars of international relations to provide a state-of-the-art review and
indispensable guide to the field, ensuring its position as the pre-eminent volume of its kind. The
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Second Edition has been expanded to 33 chapters and fully revised, with new chapters on the
following contemporary topics: - Normative Theory in IR - Critical Theories and Poststructuralism -
Efforts at Theoretical Synthesis in IR: Possibilities and Limits - International Law and International
Relations - Transnational Diffusion: Norms, Ideas and Policies - Comparative Regionalism -
Nationalism and Ethnicity - Geopolitics in the 21st Century - Terrorism and International Relations -
Religion and International Politics - International Migration A truly international undertaking, this
Handbook reviews the many historical, philosophical, analytical and normative roots to the discipline
and covers the key contemporary topics of research and debate today. The Handbook of
International Relations remains an essential benchmark publication for all advanced
undergraduates, graduate students and academics in politics and international relations.

political science and international affairs: Political Science, International Relations ,

political science and international affairs: International Relations Andrew Linklater, 2000

political science and international affairs: Handbook on Teaching and Learning in
Political Science and International Relations John Ishiyama, William J. Miller, Eszter Simon,
2015-02-27 With a focus on providing concrete teaching strategies for scholars, the Handbook on
Teaching and Learning in Political Science and International Relations blends both theory and
practice in an accessible and clear manner. In an effort to help faculty

political science and international affairs: Pluralism and Engagement in the Discipline
of International Relations Yong-Soo Eun, 2018-10-12 This book identifies and addresses subtle
but important questions and issues associated with the configuration of International Relations as a
discipline. Starting with a much-needed discussion of manifold implications and issues associated
with pluralism, the book raises important questions, such as where does the field of IR stand in
terms of epistemological, theoretical, and methodological diversity. The book also carries out a
comparative analysis of the present status of post-positivist IR scholarship in the United States and
China. Eun discusses these questions through a close reading of the key texts in the field and by
undertaking a critical survey of publishing and teaching practices in IR communities. IR scholars will
gravitate to this text that fills many gaps in international political theory. Yong-Soo Eun is Associate
Professor of Political Science and International Studies at Hanyang University and the
Editor-in-Chief of the Routledge series, IR Theory and Practice in Asia. His work has been published
in journals including Review of International Studies; PS: Political Science and Politics;International
Studies Perspectives; and International Political Science Review. He has also written and edited
books, including Regionalizing Global Crises. Yong-Soo is broadly interested in IR theory, philosophy
of social science, Foreign Policy Analysis, and the international politics of the Asia-Pacific region.

political science and international affairs: The Oxford Handbook of International
Relations Christian Reus-Smit, Duncan Snidal, 2010-07-01 The Oxford Handbook of International
Relations offers the most authoritative and comprehensive overview to date of the field of
international relations. Arguably the most impressive collection of international relations scholars
ever brought together within one volume, the Handbook debates the nature of the field itself,
critically engages with the major theories, surveys a wide spectrum of methods, addresses the
relationship between scholarship and policy making, and examines the field's relation with cognate
disciplines. The Handbook takes as its central themes the interaction between empirical and
normative inquiry that permeates all theorizing in the field and the way in which contending
approaches have shaped one another. In doing so, the Handbook provides an authoritative and
critical introduction to the subject and establishes a sense of the field as a dynamic realm of
argument and inquiry. The Oxford Handbook of International Relations will be essential reading for
all of those interested in the advanced study of global politics and international affairs.

political science and international affairs: International Politics and Institutions in Time Karl
Orfeo Fioretos, 2017 International Politics and Institutions in Time is the definitive exploration, by a
group of leading international relations scholars, of the contribution of the historical institutionalism
tradition for the study of international politics. Historical institutionalism is a counterpoint to the
rational choice and sociological traditions of analysis in the study of international institutions,



bringing particular attention to how timing and sequence of past events, path dependence, and other
processes impact distributions of global power, policy choices, and the outcome of international
political battles. This book places places particular emphasis on the sources of stability and change
in major international institutions, such as those shaping state sovereignty and global governance,
including in the areas of international organization, law, political economy, human rights,
environment, and security. Featuring work by pioneering scholars, the volume is the most
comprehensive collection to date on historical institutionalism in IR. It is projected to be of interest
to multiple audiences including the international relations community, to historians, especially as
that field is experiencing its own 'international' and 'global' turns, as well as sociologists and
economists who work on institutions and international affairs.

political science and international affairs: International Relations Sara Parker, 2010-08-01
International relations is a discipline that attempts to answer big questions about the way the world
works. However, even big questions like Why is there war? or How can we solve global
environmental problems? or Is there such a thing as Universal Human Rights? start with simple
basic categories, themes, and approaches. This textbook does not presume that all students have
in-depth knowledge of world affairs or clearly formulated opinions about the complexities of
international politics. Instead, it presumes that all students can readily grasp the fundamental
importance of studying the interactions that take place among humans at the global level and
introduces students to the terminology, concepts, and theories that will enable them to make their
own assessments about international politics, past and present. This text uses a unique combination
of foundational readings and primary sources, application case studies, articles, and analytical
essays to provide students with a thorough and practical introduction to international relations.
International Relations is organized in five units: Unit one introduces readers to the concept of
globalization and to the players in the international system. Unit two introduces readers to
international relations theory. Unit three concentrates on the study of conflict and war, which is a
fundamental concern of international relations theory. Unit four examines human rights, alongside
the concepts of rules and laws in the international system and humanitarian intervention. Unit five
returns to the topic of globalization. Sara Parker is a Political Science faculty member at Chabot
Community College in Hayward, CA. Parker teaches Political Science and International Relations
courses, with the goal of introducing students to the fascinating world of domestic and international
affairs and inspiring them to be lifelong students of politics. Parker earned her Ph.D. in International
Relations from the University of Delaware.

political science and international affairs: Introduction to International Relations Joseph
Grieco, G. John Ikenberry, Michael Mastanduno, 2022-03-24 This bestselling introductory textbook
provides a truly comprehensive and approachable guide to international affairs. Bringing together
decades of combined experience in researching and teaching global politics from three acclaimed
scholars, this book introduces you to the key concepts in international relations while equipping you
with the tools to successfully analyse the rapidly changing world in which we live. Carefully and
pedagogically structured, the book is driven by nuanced enduring questions to support active
engagement with the subject matter. It covers everything from war and its causes to the pursuit of
peace, the role of non-state actors on the world stage and transnational concerns such as climate
change. Thought-provoking boxed features throughout highlight disparities between theory and
practice, provide overviews of key research and make use of the influential levels-of-analysis
framework. This third edition is completely updated throughout, including extensive coverage of the
latest advances in international relations scholarship and supported by a wealth of contemporary
case examples. The text is supported by a rich companion website with study guides, instructor
resources and interactive exercises to allow you to consider complicated political decisions for
yourself. Introduction to International Relations is the ultimate companion for undergraduate
students of politics and international relations in need of an exciting and rigorous introduction to the
subject.

political science and international affairs: Ibss: Political Science: 1988 British Library of



Political and Economic Science, 1992 This bibliography lists the most important works in political
science published in 1988.

political science and international affairs: Issues in Geopolitics and International Affairs:
2013 Edition , 2013-05-01 Issues in Geopolitics and International Affairs: 2013 Edition is a
ScholarlyEditions™ book that delivers timely, authoritative, and comprehensive information about
International Relations. The editors have built Issues in Geopolitics and International Affairs: 2013
Edition on the vast information databases of ScholarlyNews.™ You can expect the information about
International Relations in this book to be deeper than what you can access anywhere else, as well as
consistently reliable, authoritative, informed, and relevant. The content of Issues in Geopolitics and
International Affairs: 2013 Edition has been produced by the world’s leading scientists, engineers,
analysts, research institutions, and companies. All of the content is from peer-reviewed sources, and
all of it is written, assembled, and edited by the editors at ScholarlyEditions™ and available
exclusively from us. You now have a source you can cite with authority, confidence, and credibility.
More information is available at http://www.ScholarlyEditions.com/.

political science and international affairs: Ibss: Political Science: 1992 British Library of
Political and Economic Science, 1993 The IBSS is the essential tool for librarians, university
departments, research institutions and any public or private institution whose work requires access
to up-to-date and comprehensive knowledge of the social sciences.

political science and international affairs: International Politics: Power and Purpose in
Global Affairs Paul D'Anieri, 2016-01-01 INTERNATIONAL POLITICS: POWER AND PURPOSE IN
GLOBAL AFFAIRS, 4th Edition, helps you make the connection between analytical theories and
real-world issues and events. The focus on power and purpose engages both the goals that actors
have in international politics, and the ways they have to achieve them. Thought-provoking case
studies and features on history, policy, and geography let you see the world from multiple
perspectives, while critical-thinking questions for each feature ask you to examine what you have
learned. The Connection to You boxes show how international politics directly affects the lives of
individuals, and how individuals can influence international politics. Important Notice: Media
content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the
ebook version.

political science and international affairs: Political Science in Central-East Europe Rainer
Eisfeld, Leslie A. Pal, 2010-07-21 The book will survey the recent development and current “state of
the art” of political science in post-communist Central and Eastern Europe. It will comprise (a) three
comparative overviews: Political Science and Regime Change in East-Central Europe from the 20th
to the 21st Century; Analytical and Normative Elements in Political Science Approaches: Is there a
Specific Central-East European Pattern?; Political Science Associations in East-Central Europe: How
Important, how much International Cooperation?; (b) 20 detailed and comparable country reports:
Albania, Armenia, Belarus, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Latvia,
Lithuania, Macedonia, Moldova, Poland, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, and Ukraine; (c) a
chapter on the European Confederation of Political Science Associations. The country reports will
include tables on political science faculty, students with political science as a major, and sub-fields
taught at both state and private universities (as per the end of 2008). They will cover the following
topics: Institutionalization of the discipline; achievements, deficits, prevailing approaches, and
funding of research in the discipline’s sub-fields; curricula, admission regulation, and degree system
in political science teaching; national representation and international cooperation (major journals
and published books, political science associations, international links); public impact of the
discipline, labor market, challenges and opportunities.

political science and international affairs: World Politics in the 21st Century W. Raymond
Duncan, Barbara Jancar-Webster, Bob Switky, 2007-06-02 This exciting introduction to international
relations includes topics often neglected in other texts and features in-depth case studies in every
chapter that make abstract concepts concrete. Praised for its accessibility, pedagogy, and success in
developing students' interest in the material, this edition is truly a text for students of world politics




in the 21st century.

political science and international affairs: The Oxford Handbook of Energy Politics
Kathleen J. Hancock, Juliann Emmons Allison, 2020 In many ways, everything we once knew about
energy resources and technologies has been impacted by: the longstanding scientific consensus on
climate change and related support for renewable energy; the affordability of extraction of
unconventional fuels; increasing demand for energy resources by middle- and low-income nations;
new regional and global stakeholders; fossil fuel discoveries and emerging renewable technologies;
awareness of (trans)local politics; and rising interest in corporate social responsibility (CSR) and the
need for energy justice. Research on these and related topics now appears frequently in social
science academic journals-in broad-based journals, such as International Organization, International
Studies Quarterly, and Review of International Political Economy, as well as those focused
specifically on energy (e.g., Energy Research & Social Science and Energy Policy), the environment
(Global Environmental Politics), natural resources (Resources Policy), and extractive industries
(Extractive Industries and Society). The Oxford Handbook of Energy Politics synthesizes and
aggregates this substantively diverse literature to provide insights into, and a foundation for
teaching and research on, critical energy issues primarily in the areas of international relations and
comparative politics. Its primary goals are to further develop the energy politics scholarship and
community, and generate sophisticated new work that will benefit a variety of scholars working on
energy issues--

political science and international affairs: The Global Politics of Science and Technology -
Vol. 2 Maximilian Mayer, Mariana Carpes, Ruth Knoblich, 2014-08-20 An increasing number of
scholars have begun to see science and technology as relevant issues in International Relations (IR),
acknowledging the impact of material elements, technical instruments, and scientific practices on
international security, statehood, and global governance. This two-volume collection brings the
debate about science and technology to the center of International Relations. It shows how
integrating science and technology translates into novel analytical frameworks, conceptual
approaches and empirical puzzles, and thereby offers a state-of-the-art review of various
methodological and theoretical ways in which sciences and technologies matter for the study of
international affairs and world politics. The authors not only offer a set of practical examples of
research frameworks for experts and students alike, but also propose a conceptual space for
interdisciplinary learning in order to improve our understanding of the global politics of science and
technology. The second volume raises a plethora of issue areas, actors, and cases under the
umbrella notion techno-politics. Distinguishing between interactional and co-productive
perspectives, it outlines a toolbox of analytical frameworks that transcend technological determinism
and social constructivism.

political science and international affairs: International Politics: Power and Purpose in
Global Affairs Paul D’Anieri, 2009-01-14 Student-oriented and contemporary, INTERNATIONAL
POLITICS: POWER AND PURPOSE IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS introduces the study of international
relations in a clear, accessible style, along with engaging concepts and analytical tools for students
and a fully developed pedagogical program for instructors. Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook
version.

political science and international affairs: Consciousness, Social Theory and International
Relations Derick Becker, 2024-12-30 This book engages contemporary research in the neurobiology
of consciousness, specifically how Integrated Information Theory (IIT) understands and models
consciousness as an emergent phenomenon. In a thorough yet accessible discussion of IIT, the book
explores the implications of IIT for social science and International Relations theory, particularly
concerning the emergent nature of social and political systems. It is intended to be accessible to
non-specialists and professional social scientists alike. The idea is to put forward a bold set of ideas
that engage longstanding and contemporary debates in a format that is useful to scholars while
remaining clear and cogent enough for the novice. The author’s intention is to balance the scholarly



in an accessible way primarily by making a few focused scholarly points elaborated with minimal
esoteric language and relying on endnotes.

political science and international affairs: Research Methods in Politics and International
Relations Christopher Lamont, Mieczyslaw P. Boduszynski, 2024-12-04 The most practical guide to
conducting research in Politics and International Relations. This textbook sets out how to approach
every stage of your research project, from formulating a research question and research design, to
detailed guidance on using specific methods and writing up your paper. Packed with practical tips
throughout, this second edition: *Offers a troubleshooting feature to help you with the most common
blockages and questions at each stage of the process *Has unrivalled coverage, with brand-new
chapters on all the key methods used in Politics and IR, from discourse analysis and interviews to
descriptive and inferential statistics. *Engages with some of the most cutting-edge research with
examples spanning current issues from climate change to great power competition. *Helps you
engage with theory in your research project, with a standalone chapter mapping theoretical
perspectives and how to engage with theory successfully in your research. *Is immersed in practical
application with two Research in Practice features running throughout the book to show methods in
practice. Lamont and Boduszynski’s new book is eminently readable and designed for all students of
Politics and IR, whether on an introductory methods course or undertaking a research project.
Christopher Lamont is Dean of E-Track’s International Relations program and Vice Dean of the
Graduate School of International Relations at Tokyo International University in Japan. Mieczyslaw P.
Boduszynski is Associate Professor of Politics and International Relations at Pomona College in
California, USA.
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