political science department ucla

political science department ucla stands as one of the foremost academic units in the University
of California system, renowned for its rigorous curriculum, distinguished faculty, and comprehensive
research opportunities. This department offers undergraduate and graduate programs designed to
provide a deep understanding of political behavior, institutions, public policy, and international
relations. Students benefit from a multidisciplinary approach that integrates theory, empirical
research, and practical applications. The political science department ucla emphasizes critical
thinking, analytical skills, and a global perspective. This article provides an in-depth exploration of
the department’s academic offerings, faculty expertise, research centers, and career pathways for
students. Additionally, it outlines the department’s commitment to fostering diversity and inclusion
within its academic community. Below is a detailed table of contents to guide the discussion on the
political science department ucla.
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Academic Programs

The political science department ucla offers a variety of academic programs designed to equip
students with a comprehensive understanding of political systems and processes. These programs
include undergraduate degrees, graduate degrees, and specialized certificates that cater to diverse
academic interests and career goals.

Undergraduate Studies

The undergraduate program in political science at UCLA provides students with foundational
knowledge in political theory, comparative politics, American politics, international relations, and
public policy. The curriculum is structured to encourage critical analysis of political institutions and
behavior through coursework in political philosophy, quantitative methods, and regional studies.

Graduate Programs

Graduate students in the political science department ucla pursue Master’s and PhD degrees,



focusing on advanced theoretical frameworks, empirical research, and interdisciplinary approaches.
The graduate program emphasizes original research, preparing students for careers in academia,
government, and the private sector.

Specialized Certificates and Minors

In addition to degree programs, the department offers minors and certificates in areas such as
global studies, public policy, and international development. These programs enable students to
supplement their primary studies with focused expertise in specific political science subfields.

Faculty and Research

The political science department ucla boasts a distinguished faculty renowned for their contributions
to political science research and scholarship. Faculty members are actively engaged in cutting-edge
research, publishing in top journals, and contributing to public discourse on political issues.

Expertise and Research Areas

Faculty expertise spans a wide range of political science subdisciplines, including American politics,
comparative politics, international relations, political theory, and methodology. This diversity
enriches the academic environment and allows students to engage with a broad spectrum of political
phenomena.

Faculty Achievements

Many faculty members have received prestigious awards, research grants, and fellowships. Their
work often influences policy debates and contributes to the advancement of political science as a
discipline.

Research Centers and Initiatives

The political science department ucla supports several research centers and initiatives that foster
interdisciplinary collaboration and provide resources for faculty and students. These centers focus
on pressing political issues at local, national, and global levels.

Key Research Centers

¢ Center for American Politics and Public Policy
e Institute of Global Conflict and Cooperation

e Center for Middle East Development



e UCLA Luskin Center for Innovation

These centers facilitate seminars, workshops, and conferences that bring together scholars,
policymakers, and practitioners to address contemporary political challenges.

Research Funding and Collaboration

The department actively seeks external funding and fosters partnerships with governmental and
non-governmental organizations to support research projects. These collaborations provide students
and faculty with opportunities to engage in impactful research.

Student Opportunities and Resources

The political science department ucla offers a wealth of opportunities and resources to support
student success and professional development. These include academic advising, internships, study
abroad programs, and involvement in student organizations.

Internships and Experiential Learning

Students are encouraged to participate in internships with government agencies, non-profits, and
international organizations. These experiences provide practical skills and networking opportunities
that enhance career readiness.

Academic Advising and Mentorship

Dedicated advisors assist students in course selection, degree planning, and career guidance.
Faculty members also serve as mentors, fostering academic growth and research engagement.

Student Organizations

e UCLA Political Science Student Association
e Model United Nations at UCLA
e UCLA Debate Society

 International Relations Society

Participation in these organizations promotes leadership skills, intellectual exchange, and
community building among students.



Career Paths and Alumni Success

Graduates of the political science department ucla pursue diverse career paths in government, law,
academia, public policy, international affairs, and the private sector. The department’s strong alumni
network contributes to ongoing student mentorship and professional opportunities.

Career Services and Support

The department collaborates with UCLA’s Career Center to provide workshops, job fairs, and
networking events tailored to political science students. These services assist students in securing
employment and internships aligned with their career objectives.

Notable Alumni

Alumni from the political science department ucla have achieved significant success as elected
officials, diplomats, policy analysts, professors, and leaders in non-governmental organizations.
Their accomplishments reflect the department’s commitment to producing influential political
scientists and public servants.

Diversity and Inclusion

The political science department ucla prioritizes fostering an inclusive academic environment that
values diversity of thought, background, and experience. This commitment enhances the quality of
education and research by incorporating multiple perspectives.

Initiatives to Promote Diversity

The department implements programs and outreach efforts aimed at recruiting and supporting
underrepresented students and faculty. These initiatives include scholarships, mentorship programs,
and partnerships with community organizations.

Inclusive Curriculum and Climate

The curriculum integrates diverse political theories and case studies, ensuring that students engage
with a range of global perspectives. The department also promotes respectful dialogue and
collaboration in all academic settings.

Frequently Asked Questions



What undergraduate programs are offered by the Political
Science Department at UCLA?

The Political Science Department at UCLA offers a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degree with various
specialization options including American Politics, Comparative Politics, International Relations,
Political Theory, and Public Policy.

What research opportunities are available for students in
UCLA's Political Science Department?

Students in UCLA's Political Science Department have access to research assistantships, faculty-led
research projects, and can participate in the department's various research centers and initiatives
focused on topics like democracy, governance, and global politics.

Who are some notable faculty members in UCLA's Political
Science Department?

Notable faculty members include scholars specializing in areas such as political behavior,
international relations, political theory, and public policy. The department features award-winning
professors known for their contributions to political science research.

Does UCLA Political Science Department offer graduate
programs?

Yes, UCLA's Political Science Department offers graduate programs including a Master's (M.A.) and
a Ph.D. program, focusing on advanced research and specialized study in various subfields of
political science.

What career services does the UCLA Political Science
Department provide to its students?

The department provides career counseling, internship placements, networking events, and
workshops to help students pursue careers in government, academia, law, public policy, and
international organizations.

Additional Resources

1. The Logic of American Politics

This book provides a comprehensive introduction to the institutions, political behavior, and policy
processes in the United States. It emphasizes the importance of understanding the strategic
interactions among political actors and the role of institutions in shaping political outcomes. Ideal
for students exploring American political systems, it integrates theory with real-world examples.

2. Comparative Politics: Structures and Choices
A fundamental text for comparative politics, this book examines political systems across different
countries, highlighting the diversity of political institutions and cultures. It explores themes such as



democratization, political regimes, and policy-making processes, providing students with analytical
tools to compare and contrast political environments globally.

3. International Relations: Perspectives and Themes

This book offers a broad overview of the key theories and issues in international relations. It covers
topics such as security, international organizations, globalization, and conflict resolution. The text is
designed to help students understand the complexities of global politics and the interactions
between states and non-state actors.

4. Political Economy: Institutions, Competition, and Representation

Focusing on the intersection of economics and politics, this book analyzes how political institutions
influence economic policies and outcomes. It discusses the role of markets, government intervention,
and the impact of political competition on economic performance. The text is valuable for students
interested in how political incentives shape economic decisions.

5. American Political Thought

This book traces the development of political ideas and ideologies in the American context. It
explores the writings and philosophies of key thinkers and movements that have shaped American
political culture. The text provides insights into the foundational principles of democracy, liberty,
and justice in the United States.

6. The Politics of Race and Ethnicity in America

This book examines the role of race and ethnicity in American politics, addressing issues of identity,
representation, and policy. It explores how racial and ethnic groups have influenced political
behavior and government actions. The text is essential for understanding the complexities of
multiculturalism and social justice in the U.S. political landscape.

7. Environmental Politics and Policy

Focusing on the political dynamics surrounding environmental issues, this book covers topics such
as climate change, conservation, and sustainable development. It analyzes the roles of governments,
interest groups, and international organizations in shaping environmental policies. The text
encourages critical thinking about the challenges and opportunities in environmental governance.

8. Political Behavior and Public Opinion

This book explores the ways in which individuals and groups participate in politics and form
opinions. It covers voting behavior, political communication, and the influence of media and social
identity on political attitudes. The text provides a foundation for understanding the psychological
and social factors that drive political engagement.

9. States and Social Revolutions

A classic in political sociology, this book investigates the causes and outcomes of major social
revolutions. It combines historical analysis with theory to explain how state structures and social
forces interact to produce revolutionary change. The text is highly relevant for students interested in
political upheaval and regime transformation.
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political science department ucla: Statement of Findings, University of California, Los
Angeles , 1990

political science department ucla: Management Laureates H. Igor Ansoff, 1992 Part of a
series which provides autobiographical studies by individuals who are among contemporary leaders
in the management discipline. Essays explore their experiences, and the factors and forces
influencing their professional and personal development. Bibliographies of their work are included.

political science department ucla: Probabilistic and Causal Inference Hector Geffner,
Rina Dechter, Joseph Halpern, 2022-03-10 Professor Judea Pearl won the 2011 Turing Award “for
fundamental contributions to artificial intelligence through the development of a calculus for
probabilistic and causal reasoning.” This book contains the original articles that led to the award, as
well as other seminal works, divided into four parts: heuristic search, probabilistic reasoning,
causality, first period (1988-2001), and causality, recent period (2002-2020). Each of these parts
starts with an introduction written by Judea Pearl. The volume also contains original, contributed
articles by leading researchers that analyze, extend, or assess the influence of Pearl’s work in
different fields: from Al, Machine Learning, and Statistics to Cognitive Science, Philosophy, and the
Social Sciences. The first part of the volume includes a biography, a transcript of his Turing Award
Lecture, two interviews, and a selected bibliography annotated by him.

political science department ucla: The Los Angeles State Normal School, UCLA's
Forgotten Past: 1881-1919 Keith Anderson, 2015-07-11 The history of the University of California,
Los Angeles (UCLA) officially begins in 1919. However, the university had its real beginnings as the
Los Angles State Normal School. This book aims to correct the historical misperception of the
founding of UCLA.

political science department ucla: University Bulletin University of California, Berkeley, 1961

political science department ucla: Icons of Black America Matthew Whitaker, 2011-03-09
This stunning collection of essays illuminates the lives and legacies of the most famous and powerful
individuals, groups, and institutions in African American history. The three-volume Icons of Black
America: Breaking Barriers and Crossing Boundaries is an exhaustive treatment of 100 African
American people, groups, and organizations, viewed from a variety of perspectives. The
alphabetically arranged entries illuminate the history of highly successful and influential individuals
who have transcended mere celebrity to become representatives of their time. It offers analysis and
perspective on some of the most influential black people, organizations, and institutions in American
history, from the late 19th century to the present. Each chapter is a detailed exploration of the life
and legacy of an individual icon. Through these portraits, readers will discover how these icons have
shaped, and been shaped by, the dynamism of American culture, as well as the extent to which
modern mass media and popular culture have contributed to the rise, and sometimes fall, of these
powerful symbols of individual and group excellence.

political science department ucla: Confronting Ethnic Conflict Jennifer L. De Maio,
2009-01-01 Confronting Ethnic Conflict critically assesses the role of external intervention in
managing selected ethnic conflicts in Africa. Given the pervasive threat of ethnic conflict and the
growing incidence of internal wars spilling across borders, understanding the impact of third party
intervention on conflict prevention, durable peaceful governance, and amicable social relations
becomes a critical exercise for any scholar of conflict management. The purpose of this project is to
determine whether intervention strategies undertaken by international, regional, and subregional
actors can be devised or improved so as to maximize the likelihood of successful conflict
management in the case of internal conflicts, particularly ethnic conflicts. As the literature and
empirical evidence suggest, third party intervention does not always prevent or end violence. De
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Maio contends that external involvement is more likely to lead to effective conflict management if it
works to alter the perceptions of the antagonists and ensures that the parties truly own the peace.
This book focuses on four cases in detail: the Somali crisis from 1988 to 1992, the Burundi conflict
from 1995 to 2003, the protracted conflict in Sudan from 1983 to 2005, and the 1994 KwaZulu-Natal
civil conflict in South Africa. The cases were selected because their varying outcomes and different
types of third party involvement suggest that insights can be gained into the conditions that
determine successful third party intervention.

political science department ucla: Our Land, Our Oil! Stefano Casertano, 2012-11-06
Stefano Casertano explores the connections between the presence of energy natural resources and
the development of local nationalism in the producing regions. In particular, he applies a specific
focus on those cases where such nationalism leads to secession attempts. The research is based on
eight case studies in Bolivia, Sudan, Malaysia, Indonesia, China, Iran, Angola, and Nigeria.

political science department ucla: The Middle East, 1974 United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Foreign Affairs. Subcommittee on the Near East and South Asia, 1974

political science department ucla: Sustaining University Program Research, 1970 United
States. National Aeronautics and Space Administration. Office of University Affairs, 1970

political science department ucla: UCLA Summer Sessions University of California, Los
Angeles, 1918

political science department ucla: Sustaining University Program Research, 1969 United
States. National Aeronautics and Space Administration. Office of University Affairs, 1969

political science department ucla: Choosing the Right College 2014-15 John Zmirak,
2014-03-11 “By far the best college guide, for both its honesty and its insights.” —Thomas Sowell
Over the past decade, Choosing the Right College has established itself as the indispensable
resource for students—and parents—who want the unvarnished truth about America’s top colleges
and universities. It is the most in-depth, independently researched college guide on the market,
using on-campus sources to turn up the best—and worst—aspects of nearly 150 schools. Just as
important, Choosing the Right College covers the intellectual, political, and social conditions that
really matter, including: - The integrity and rigor of the curriculum - Which courses and professors to
take—and which to avoid - The prevalence of politics in the classroom and the state of free
speech—all highlighted with ISI's unique “traffic light” - Living arrangements, safety, and other keys
to student life - How to get a real education at any school Beyond all that, this brand-new edition of
Choosing the Right College features a host of innovations, including: “So You're Looking For...,”
top-five lists of colleges for all types of students; a quick list of each school’s strengths and
weaknesses; an insider’s look at the pros and cons of online education; and more. This new edition of
Choosing the Right College also provides the financial information families need in this age of
soaring tuition. What are the most overpriced colleges—and which are relatively good values? What
is the average student-debt load? To cap it all off, Choosing the Right College introduces the
groundbreaking feature “Blue Collar Ivies”—in-depth reports on the best affordable colleges in all
fifty states. Choosing the Right College 2014-15 will completely change the way young people make
a life-altering decision.

political science department ucla: Sustaining University Program Research , 1969

political science department ucla: Educating Scholars Ronald G. Ehrenberg, Harriet
Zuckerman, Jeffrey A. Groen, Sharon M. Brucker, 2009-09-28 Meeting the challenges faced by
today's U.S. doctoral humanities programs Despite the worldwide prestige of America's doctoral
programs in the humanities, all is not well in this area of higher education and hasn't been for some
time. The content of graduate programs has undergone major changes, while high rates of student
attrition, long times to degree, and financial burdens prevail. In response, the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation in 1991 launched the Graduate Education Initiative (GEI), the largest effort ever
undertaken to improve doctoral programs in the humanities and related social sciences. The only
book to focus exclusively on the current state of doctoral education in the humanities, Educating
Scholars reports on the GEI's success in reducing attrition and times to degree, the positive changes




implemented by specific graduate programs, and the many challenges still to be addressed. Over a
ten-year period, the Foundation devoted almost eighty-five million dollars through the GEI to provide
support for doctoral programs and student aid in fifty-four departments at ten leading universities.
The authors examine data that tracked the students in these departments and in control
departments, as well as information gathered from a retrospective survey of students. They reveal
that completion and attrition rates depend upon financial support, the quality of advising, clarity of
program requirements, and each department's expectations regarding the dissertation. The authors
consider who earns doctoral degrees, what affects students' chances of finishing their programs, and
how successful they are at finding academic jobs. Answering some of the most important questions
being raised about American doctoral programs today, Educating Scholars will interest all those
concerned about our nation's intellectual future.

political science department ucla: Sustaining University Program Research United
States. National Aeronautics and Space Administration,

political science department ucla: Mastering Public Administration Jos C. N.
Raadschelders, Brian R. Fry, 2022-07-13 Raadschelders and Fry provide a singular investigation into
the influence of 10 scholars on contemporary public administration as well as how significant their
work continues to be on contemporary research. In a field that is eclectic and pragmatic, it is only
fitting that the diversity of the following scholars reflects the diversity of the field of public
administration: Max Weber, Frederick W. Taylor, Luther H. Gulick, Mary Parker Follett, Elton Mayo,
Chester Barnard, Herbert A. Simon, Charles E. Lindblom, Elinor Ostrom, and Dwight Waldo. The
impacts of their personal life experiences on scholarly thought and their ideas about science and a
science of public administration are used to enhance an examination of their ideas, concepts, and
theories. The writings of such a wide-ranging group of scholars are also connected by a recognition
of the growth and organizational independence of the field of public administration. For the Fourth
Edition, a new perspective has been included: a review of Elinor Ostrom’s work provides valuable
new material on organization and decision making that is applicable in many disciplines and across
many fields. In addition, substantive updates to the scholarship and analysis found in each of the
chapters in the book encourage new avenues for questions, insight, and exploration in the field of
public administration.

political science department ucla: Three Embassies, Four Wars Ronald E. Neumann,
2017-11-06 Three Embassies, Four Wars, is a finely honed insider's account of the challenges
American diplomats face in hammering out policies to deal with an increasingly turbulent Islamic
World. It's also a great story of what a life in the U.S. Foreign Service is really like. ...Neumann
offers many cogent insights into the ways a skilled, well-trained diplomat can handle seemingly
never-ending crises and promote important U.S. interests. Ambassador Howard B. Schaffer
Georgetown University School of Foreign Service

political science department ucla: Black Issues in Higher Education , 2001-09

political science department ucla: The Economic Roots of Conflict and Cooperation in Africa
W. Ascher, N. Mirovitskaya, 2013-11-07 This book combines overviews of the nature and causes of
inter-group violence in North Africa and sub-Saharan Africa with a collection of country case studies.
Both the overview chapter and the case studies trace how economic policy initiatives, and
consequent changes in the roles and statuses of various groups, shape conflict or cooperation.
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