
politics are or politics is

politics are or politics is a common grammatical dilemma that often puzzles writers and speakers

alike. Understanding whether to treat "politics" as singular or plural hinges on context, meaning, and

regional preferences. This article explores the nuances behind the usage of "politics are" versus

"politics is," providing clarity on grammar rules and practical applications. It delves into the nature of

the word "politics" as a collective noun, its historical background, and how it behaves in different

sentence structures. In addition to grammatical insights, the article also examines how semantic

variations and related terms influence verb agreement with "politics." This comprehensive guide aims

to resolve confusion and enhance the reader's command of proper usage in both formal and informal

settings. Below is an overview of the main sections covered in this discussion.

Understanding the Word "Politics"

Grammar Rules: Singular vs. Plural Usage

Contextual Factors Influencing Verb Agreement

Common Examples and Usage Patterns

Synonyms and Semantic Variations

Understanding the Word "Politics"

The term "politics" refers broadly to activities, actions, or affairs involved in governing a country or

area, especially the debate among individuals or parties having or hoping to achieve power. As a

noun, "politics" is inherently plural in form but can function as either singular or plural in meaning



depending on usage. This dual nature stems from its origin and the way it encapsulates multiple ideas

or processes under one umbrella term.

Origin and Meaning

"Politics" derives from the Greek word "politika," meaning "affairs of the cities" or "matters concerning

citizens." Historically, it has been used to describe the collective activities related to governance and

power. Because it references a set of activities rather than a single entity, it often conveys plurality in

concept but can be treated as singular when referring to the field or discipline as a whole.

Politics as a Collective Noun

In English grammar, collective nouns name groups or collections of people or things. "Politics"

functions similarly, representing a complex system of ideas, beliefs, or activities. Like other collective

nouns, it may take either singular or plural verbs based on whether the emphasis is on the group as a

whole or on individual components or actions within that group.

Grammar Rules: Singular vs. Plural Usage

Deciding whether to use "politics are" or "politics is" depends on the grammatical context and intended

meaning. Both forms are correct but serve different purposes. Understanding when and why to use

each form is essential for precise and effective communication.

Using "Politics Is"

The phrase "politics is" is appropriate when referring to politics as a subject or discipline. In this case,

"politics" acts as a singular mass noun that denotes the study or practice of political science or the

overall concept of political activity.



Examples include:

Politics is a complex field requiring careful analysis.

Politics is often influenced by public opinion and media.

In many countries, politics is dominated by two major parties.

Using "Politics Are"

Conversely, "politics are" applies when emphasizing the individual actions, behaviors, or events that

constitute political activity. Here, "politics" is viewed as a plural noun encompassing various political

maneuvers, conflicts, or strategies.

Examples include:

Politics are often contentious during election seasons.

The politics are complicated by numerous interest groups.

Local politics are different from national politics in many ways.

Contextual Factors Influencing Verb Agreement

The choice between singular and plural verb forms with "politics" is influenced by several contextual

considerations. Recognizing these factors helps determine the most appropriate usage tailored to

specific circumstances.



Regional Preferences

American English tends to favor the singular form "politics is" when discussing politics as a subject or

discipline. British English, however, may more frequently use "politics are" when referring to specific

political activities or behaviors, reflecting subtle differences in language conventions.

Formal vs. Informal Contexts

In academic and formal writing, "politics is" is generally preferred to maintain clarity and treat politics

as a unified field of study. In informal speech or journalistic writing, "politics are" may appear more

often to highlight the dynamic and multifaceted nature of political interactions.

Focus of the Sentence

The intended focus of the sentence also determines verb agreement. When the emphasis is on the

abstract concept or discipline, singular usage prevails. When the focus shifts to distinct political events,

actions, or factions, plural usage becomes more suitable.

Common Examples and Usage Patterns

Examining typical examples and patterns of usage can further clarify when to use "politics are" versus

"politics is." These examples demonstrate practical applications of the rules outlined above.

Examples with "Politics Is"

Politics is evolving rapidly in the digital age.

The study of politics is essential for understanding governance.



Politics is often a subject of debate in academic circles.

Examples with "Politics Are"

Politics are unpredictable during times of crisis.

Politics are influenced by cultural and economic factors.

The politics are heated in the lead-up to the election.

Synonyms and Semantic Variations

Exploring synonyms and related terms helps illuminate the flexibility and contextual nature of "politics

are" and "politics is." Variations in terminology can affect verb agreement and sentence construction.

Alternative Terms

Words and phrases like "political affairs," "government," "policy," and "political landscape" often

substitute for "politics" depending on context. These alternatives usually take singular verbs when

referring to the overall concept.

Impact on Verb Agreement

Using synonyms may simplify verb agreement by shifting from a plural-sounding noun to a clearly

singular or plural noun. For instance, "The political landscape is changing" avoids the ambiguity



associated with "politics are/is."

Examples of Semantic Variations

The government is implementing new reforms.

Political affairs are complicated by international relations.

Policy is a key focus during legislative sessions.

The political landscape is diverse and dynamic.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is 'politics' singular or plural?

'Politics' is a singular noun when referring to the field or practice of governing, so it is usually treated

as singular.

Should we say 'politics is' or 'politics are'?

We say 'politics is' when talking about the subject in general, as it is considered singular.

Why do some people say 'politics are' instead of 'politics is'?

Some use 'politics are' because 'politics' looks like a plural form, but in standard usage, 'politics' is

singular.



Can 'politics' ever be used as a plural noun?

In rare cases, 'politics' can be used to refer to different political parties or views, and might take a

plural verb, but this is uncommon.

Is it correct to say 'politics are complicated'?

Technically, it is more correct to say 'politics is complicated' since 'politics' is singular.

How do dictionaries define 'politics' in terms of singular or plural

usage?

Dictionaries define 'politics' as a singular noun referring to the activities associated with governance

and policy-making.

Can the word 'politics' refer to multiple political activities or just one

field?

'Politics' generally refers to the field or practice as a whole, not individual activities, so it is singular.

Is it grammatically correct to say 'the politics of different countries

are diverse'?

Yes, in this case 'politics' refers to different systems or practices in multiple countries, so the plural

verb 'are' is acceptable.

How should 'politics' be used in academic writing: singular or plural?

In academic writing, 'politics' is typically treated as singular and paired with singular verbs.

Does the meaning of 'politics' change when using 'is' versus 'are'?

Using 'is' treats 'politics' as a singular field, while 'are' can imply multiple political groups or systems,



altering the meaning slightly.

Additional Resources

1. Politics is Power: Understanding the Dynamics of Authority

This book explores the fundamental nature of political power and how it shapes societies. It delves into

the mechanisms through which power is acquired, maintained, and challenged in different political

systems. Readers gain insight into the interplay between authority, influence, and governance.

2. Politics Are a Reflection of Society

Examining the reciprocal relationship between politics and social structures, this book argues that

political systems mirror the values, conflicts, and aspirations of their societies. It covers case studies

from various countries, highlighting how cultural, economic, and historical factors influence political

outcomes.

3. Politics is the Art of Compromise

This title focuses on the essential role of negotiation and compromise in political processes. It offers

examples from legislative bodies and diplomatic negotiations to demonstrate how conflicting interests

are balanced to achieve governance and policy goals.

4. Politics Are Everywhere: The Invisible Hand in Daily Life

Highlighting politics beyond government institutions, this book shows how political dynamics permeate

everyday interactions and decisions. It discusses the politics of workplaces, families, and communities,

suggesting that understanding these micro-politics is crucial for comprehending larger political trends.

5. Politics is a Game: Strategies and Tactics in Governance

Using game theory and strategic analysis, this book presents politics as a competitive game where

players use various tactics to win influence and power. It explains key concepts like coalition-building,

bargaining, and electoral strategy in an accessible way.

6. Politics Are Divided: Understanding Partisanship and Polarization



This book addresses the causes and consequences of political polarization in modern democracies. It

investigates how ideological divides emerge and deepen, and offers potential pathways to bridge

partisan gaps and foster constructive political dialogue.

7. Politics is Change: Movements that Shaped the World

Focusing on social and political movements, this book chronicles significant efforts that led to major

political transformations. It highlights the role of activism, protest, and grassroots organizing in

advancing democracy, civil rights, and social justice.

8. Politics Are Complex: Navigating the Maze of Policy and Power

This title provides an in-depth look at the complexity of policymaking and political decision-making

processes. It covers the roles of various actors, institutions, and external factors that influence how

policies are formulated and implemented.

9. Politics is Identity: The Intersection of Culture and Power

Exploring the connection between identity politics and political behavior, this book examines how race,

ethnicity, gender, and other identities shape political affiliations and conflicts. It discusses both the

empowering and divisive aspects of identity-based politics in contemporary societies.
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explores areas such as definitions and functions, the theory of politics as hypothesis, freedom and
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topics such as community, society and the individual, and law and sovereignty. Systematic Politics
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  politics are or politics is: The Political Theory of Political Thinking Michael Freeden,
2013-08-08 This book is the first to explore systematically what it means to think 'politically'. Using
detailed contemporary and historical material, and investigating both professional and 'amateur'
forms of political thinking, this study challenges much accepted wisdom on the topic, arguing that it
is to be approached as a cluster of interacting features.
  politics are or politics is: The Dignity of Difference Jonathan Sacks, 2025-07-03 'Aims to
define nothing less than a basis for religiously sensitive civilisation.' Rowan Williams, former
Archbishop of Canterbury 'The Dignity of Difference has a central and compelling vision: the
magnificence and inspiring human diversity of our world ... The Chief Rabbi has made a convincing
case for respecting people of different faiths and creeds.' Jewish Chronicle This redesigned and
reissued edition of The Dignity of Difference was Rabbi Jonathan Sacks's radical proposal for
reconciling hatreds and includes . Updated for 2025 with a new foreword by Simon Schama. Almost
a quarter of a century ago, the tragedy of September 11 is remembered today as the moment the
world woke up to the dangers posed by religious differences and intolerance. In this iconic and
critically acclaimed book, reissued with a new foreword, Rabbi Sacks asked, can religion still
become a force for peace? The Dignity of Difference was the first major statement by a Jewish leader
on the ethics of globalization. At the time of writing, the politics of identity had began to replace the
politics of ideology that dominated the globe in the twentieth-century. Now Rabbi Sack's heartfelt,
clear-sighted and radical proposal for how we might reconcile our differences without violence is as
relevant as ever. In it, Sacks argues that we must do more than just search for values common to all
faiths. To avoid the clash of civilisations, we must celebrate our differences and respect all the many
ways cultures have searched for meaning, so that people of all faiths and none can live together in
respectful harmony. A highly readable and beautifully written book that offers readers the perfect
antidote to troubled times.
  politics are or politics is: Political Economy, Institutions and Virtue Matías Petersen,
2024-06-21 This book engages with a radical critique of the modern state and the contemporary
economic order: Alasdair MacIntyre’s ‘revolutionary Aristotelianism’ project. Central to this critique
is the idea that the moral norms that markets and states tend to reproduce or reinforce are an
obstacle to the development of practical judgement. The book outlines MacIntyre’s theory of
practical reason and discusses some of the institutional arrangements that can be derived from it. It
also explores the growing body of literature which has started to examine the extent to which
alternative forms of social organisation might be more compatible with MacIntyre’s account of the
virtues. This literature includes various proposals for alternative political and economic
arrangements, ranging from certain forms of market socialism to the promotion of different forms of
mutual and cooperative enterprises. Finally, the book offers an account of the type of institutional
analysis required for the advancement of the revolutionary Aristotelianism project. This is achieved
by showing how some key features of the Bloomington School of political economy are not only
compatible with MacIntyre’s political philosophy, but also that a synthesis between neo- Aristotelian
moral philosophy and the work of the Bloomington School offers a robust alternative for
revolutionary Aristotelians. Thus, the book defends the idea that MacIntyre’s account of human
flourishing is more likely to be realised, although imperfectly, in a polycentric social order. This book
will be of interest to social scientists working in questions of political economy as well as political
and moral philosophers.
  politics are or politics is: Of Business Richard Rogers Bowker, 1901
  politics are or politics is: The Home-maker Marion Harland, 1890
  politics are or politics is: Civic Sermons John Granville Woolley, 1911
  politics are or politics is: The Paralysis of Analysis in African American Studies Stephen
Ferguson II, 2023-09-21 Stephen C. Ferguson II provides a philosophical examination of Black
popular culture for the first time. From extensive discussion of the philosophy and political economy
of Hip-Hop music through to a developed exploration of the influence of the
postmodernism-poststructuralist ideology on African American studies, he argues how



postmodernism ideology plays a seminal role in justifying the relationship between corporate
capitalism and Black popular culture. Chapters cover topics such as cultural populism, capitalism
and Black liberation, the philosophy of Hip-Hop music, and Harold Cruse's influence on the “cultural
turn” in African American studies. Ferguson combines case studies of past and contemporary Black
cultural and intellectual productions with a Marxist ideological critique to provide a cutting edge
reflection on the economic structure in which Black popular culture emerged. He highlights the
contradictions that are central to the juxtaposition of Black cultural artists as political participants in
socioeconomic struggle and the political participants who perform the rigorous task of social
criticism. Adopting capitalism as an explanatory framework, Ferguson investigates the relationship
between postmodernism as social theory, current manifestations of Black popular culture, and the
theoretical work of Black thinkers and scholars to demonstrate how African American studies have
been shaped.
  politics are or politics is: The 776 Stupidest Things Ever Said Ross Petras, Kathryn Petras,
1993-03-01 A connoisseur's compendium of Freudian slips, spoonerisms, double-talk, and utter bosh
from famous and infamous figures past and present -- a complete course in anti-eloquence by the
foot-in-mouth champions of all time.
  politics are or politics is: Small Screen, Big Feels Melissa Ames, 2020-12-02 While
television has always played a role in recording and curating history, shaping cultural memory, and
influencing public sentiment, the changing nature of the medium in the post-network era finds
viewers experiencing and participating in this process in new ways. They skim through commercials,
live tweet press conferences and award shows, and tune into reality shows to escape reality. This
new era, defined by the heightened anxiety and fear ushered in by 9/11, has been documented by
our media consumption, production, and reaction. In Small Screen, Big Feels, Melissa Ames asserts
that TV has been instrumental in cultivating a shared memory of emotionally charged events
unfolding in the United States since September 11, 2001. She analyzes specific shows and genres to
illustrate the ways in which cultural fears are embedded into our entertainment in series such as
The Walking Dead and Lost or critiqued through programs like The Daily Show. In the final section
of the book, Ames provides three audience studies that showcase how viewers consume and
circulate emotions in the post-network era: analyses of live tweets from Shonda Rhimes's drama,
How to Get Away with Murder (2010–2020), ABC's reality franchises, The Bachelor (2002–present)
and The Bachelorette (2003–present), and political coverage of the 2016 Presidential Debates.
Though film has been closely studied through the lens of affect theory, little research has been done
to apply the same methods to television. Engaging an impressively wide range of texts, genres,
media, and formats, Ames offers a trenchant analysis of how televisual programming in the United
States responded to and reinforced a cultural climate grounded in fear and anxiety.
  politics are or politics is: The Book of Woman's Power, with an Introdvction by Ida M. Tarbell,
and Illvstrations by E. R. Lee Thayer , 1911
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American Institute of Instruction American Institute of Instruction, 1888
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  politics are or politics is: The Palace in Nepalese Politics Sanu Bhai Dangol, 1999
  politics are or politics is: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress, 2007
  politics are or politics is: North Western Druggist , 1922
  politics are or politics is: Novel Possibilities Joseph W. Childers, 1995-11-29 Childers
(English, U. of California-Riverside) considers the role of the novel, particularly the social-problem
novel of the 1840s, in interpreting and shaping the cultures of the early Victorian period. The
volume's nine essays address the political novel's influence; Edwin Chadwick's Report on the
Sanitary Conditions of the Labouring Population of Great Britain; and religion, radical politics, and
the industrial novel. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  politics are or politics is: A Storm In The Blood Jon Fink, 2011-11-21 Published to coincide



with the centenary of the Houndsditch Murders in December 2010, A Storm in the Blood tells the
story of the Latvian revolutionaries who killed three officers of the Metropolitan Police. The parallel
between the suicide ideologues of the time and contemporary terrorists, willing to die for their
ideals, is all too clear. One of the most sensational crimes of the era, the murders were followed by
the `Siege of Sidney Street', a gunfight that saw then-Home Secretary Winston Churchill sending
troops into the streets of London. A siege and shoot-out in Sherlock Holmes' London after an
anarchist robbery gone wrong foreshadows Jerusalem 1947, Manhattan 2001, and Baghdad today. A
Storm in the Blood slams home the revolutionary realities of lust, violence, anger and appetite. 'Jon
Stephen Fink is the Tarantino of Terrorism.' --John Baxter, Author of the biographies Kubrick,
George Lucas and many others
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