political science department notre dame

political science department notre dame stands as a distinguished academic unit within the University
of Notre Dame, renowned for its rigorous curriculum, accomplished faculty, and commitment to
fostering a deep understanding of political systems, theories, and practices. This department offers a
comprehensive educational experience that prepares students for careers in government, law,
international relations, and academia. Emphasizing interdisciplinary approaches and critical thinking,
the political science department Notre Dame integrates theoretical knowledge with practical
applications. Students benefit from diverse research opportunities, innovative courses, and an
engaging campus environment that encourages intellectual growth. This article explores the
department’s academic programs, faculty expertise, research initiatives, student resources, and career
development offerings. The following table of contents outlines the main topics covered in this detailed

overview.
¢ Academic Programs and Curriculum
¢ Faculty and Research Excellence

e Student Opportunities and Resources

e Career Development and Alumni Network

Academic Programs and Curriculum

The political science department Notre Dame provides a well-structured curriculum designed to equip
students with a robust foundation in political theory, comparative politics, international relations, and

American government. The department offers undergraduate degrees, including a Bachelor of Arts in



Political Science, with various specializations that allow students to tailor their studies according to

their interests and career goals.

Undergraduate Degree Structure

The undergraduate program encompasses core courses that cover the fundamental aspects of political
science, such as political philosophy, institutions, and methodologies. Advanced electives enable
students to delve into specialized topics like global security, political economy, and human rights. The

curriculum emphasizes analytical skills, critical thinking, and effective communication.

Graduate Studies and Fellowships

While the primary focus is on undergraduate education, the political science department Notre Dame
also supports graduate students through collaborative research projects and fellowships. Graduate-
level seminars provide opportunities to engage with cutting-edge scholarship and contribute to

academic discourse in political science.

Interdisciplinary and Joint Programs

The department encourages interdisciplinary learning by collaborating with other academic units such
as economics, history, and sociology. Joint degree programs and minors complement the political

science major, broadening students’ perspectives and enhancing their analytical capabilities.

Faculty and Research Excellence

The political science department Notre Dame boasts a faculty distinguished by their scholarly
achievements, diverse expertise, and dedication to teaching. Professors engage in innovative research

that addresses critical political issues on local, national, and global scales.



Areas of Faculty Expertise

Faculty members specialize in a wide array of fields including comparative politics, international
relations, political theory, American politics, and public policy. This diversity ensures that students

receive a comprehensive education informed by the latest developments in political science.

Research Centers and Initiatives

The department is affiliated with several research centers and initiatives that promote in-depth analysis
and policy development. These centers facilitate collaboration among scholars and provide platforms

for hosting conferences, lectures, and workshops.

Publication and Academic Contributions

Faculty members contribute regularly to prestigious academic journals and publish books that influence
both scholarly communities and public discourse. Their work enhances the reputation of the political

science department Notre Dame as a hub of intellectual leadership.

Student Opportunities and Resources

The political science department Notre Dame offers a variety of resources and opportunities designed
to support student success and engagement beyond the classroom. These include research

assistantships, internships, and student organizations.

Research and Internship Programs

Students can participate in faculty-led research projects or secure internships with government
agencies, non-profits, and international organizations. These experiences provide practical skills and

professional networking essential for career advancement.



Student Organizations and Clubs

The department supports active student groups focused on politics, debate, and public affairs. These
organizations host events, debates, and speaker series that cultivate leadership and foster a vibrant

academic community.

Academic Advising and Support Services

Dedicated advisors assist students in course selection, career planning, and graduate school
preparation. Additional support services include writing workshops, tutoring, and access to

departmental resources that enhance academic performance.

Career Development and Alumni Network

Graduates of the political science department Notre Dame benefit from a strong career development
program and an extensive alumni network that spans various sectors including government, law,

academia, and the private sector.

Career Counseling and Workshops

The department offers tailored career counseling services, resume building workshops, and interview
preparation to help students transition successfully into the workforce. Networking events connect

students with potential employers and alumni mentors.

Alumni Success and Networking

Notre Dame’s political science alumni have achieved significant accomplishments in public service,
international diplomacy, academia, and business. The department maintains an active network that

supports current students through mentorship and career opportunities.



Postgraduate Opportunities

Many graduates pursue advanced degrees in law, public policy, or political science. The department
provides guidance and resources for students interested in continuing their education at prestigious

institutions worldwide.

Comprehensive undergraduate and graduate programs

Distinguished faculty with diverse expertise

Robust research centers and initiatives

Extensive student support and engagement opportunities

Strong career services and alumni network

Frequently Asked Questions

What programs does the Political Science Department at Notre Dame
offer?

The Political Science Department at Notre Dame offers undergraduate majors and minors, as well as
graduate programs focusing on American politics, comparative politics, international relations, political

theory, and public policy.

Who are some notable faculty members in Notre Dame's Political



Science Department?

Notable faculty members include experts such as Professor R. Michael Alvarez, Professor Daniel
Kelemen, and Professor Somer M. Topcu, who are recognized for their contributions in political

behavior, European politics, and political methodology.

Does Notre Dame's Political Science Department provide research
opportunities for undergraduates?

Yes, the department encourages undergraduate research through independent studies, senior theses,

and involvement in faculty-led projects, providing valuable hands-on experience.

What career services does Notre Dame offer for Political Science
students?

Notre Dame's Political Science Department collaborates with the university's career services to offer
internships, job placement assistance, networking events, and guidance for careers in government,

law, public policy, and academia.

Are there any student organizations related to political science at
Notre Dame?

Yes, students can join organizations such as the Notre Dame Political Science Society, Model United

Nations, and Debate Club, which provide platforms for discussion, networking, and skill development.

What is the focus of Notre Dame's Political Science graduate
programs?

Graduate programs emphasize rigorous training in political analysis, research methodologies, and

specialized fields like comparative politics, international relations, and political philosophy.



How does Notre Dame's Political Science Department incorporate
global perspectives into its curriculum?

The department integrates global perspectives through courses on international relations, comparative

politics, study abroad opportunities, and hosting global policy speakers and events.

What resources are available for Political Science students at Notre
Dame?

Students have access to specialized libraries, research centers, data labs, and academic advising

designed to support their studies and professional development.

Can Political Science students at Notre Dame participate in
internships?

Yes, the department actively supports internships in government agencies, non-profits, think tanks, and

international organizations to provide practical experience.

How does Notre Dame's Political Science Department support diversity
and inclusion?

The department promotes diversity through inclusive curricula, support for underrepresented students,

and initiatives that encourage diverse political perspectives and engagement.

Additional Resources

1. Democracy and the Catholic Tradition: Political Thought at Notre Dame
This book explores the intersection of Catholic social teaching and democratic theory as studied and
taught within the Political Science Department at Notre Dame. It examines how Catholic intellectual

traditions influence contemporary debates on democracy, human rights, and political ethics. The



collection includes essays by Notre Dame scholars and highlights the university’s role in shaping

political thought grounded in faith and reason.

2. Global Politics and Ethics: Insights from Notre Dame

A comprehensive volume that addresses global political challenges through an ethical lens, reflecting
research and discussions from Notre Dame’s Political Science Department. Topics include international
justice, humanitarian intervention, and the role of religion in global affairs. The book emphasizes

interdisciplinary approaches and the application of moral philosophy to real-world political issues.

3. Political Philosophy and Catholic Social Thought at Notre Dame

This title delves into the rich dialogue between classical political philosophy and Catholic social
doctrine promoted at Notre Dame. It covers key thinkers and themes such as natural law, common
good, and subsidiarity, demonstrating their relevance in contemporary political debates. The book is a
valuable resource for understanding the intellectual foundations underpinning Notre Dame’s political

science curriculum.

4. The Politics of Religion: Notre Dame Perspectives

Focusing on the complex relationship between religion and politics, this book gathers research from
Notre Dame scholars about the influence of faith on political behavior, policy, and institutions. It
includes case studies from the United States and abroad, exploring how religious beliefs shape
political identities and public discourse. The work contributes to ongoing conversations about pluralism

and secularism in democratic societies.

5. Justice and the Common Good: Notre Dame’s Approach to Political Theory

This volume presents Notre Dame’s distinctive approach to justice and the common good as central
concepts in political theory. It features essays that analyze social justice, economic ethics, and political
responsibility, drawing on both philosophical traditions and contemporary policy debates. The book is
designed for students and scholars interested in normative political science informed by ethical

considerations.

6. American Political Thought at Notre Dame: Tradition and Innovation



Highlighting Notre Dame’s contributions to the study of American political thought, this book surveys
classical and modern interpretations of American democracy, constitutionalism, and civic virtue. It
reflects on how Notre Dame scholars balance respect for tradition with innovative approaches to
political analysis. The work also discusses the university’s role in fostering a vibrant intellectual

community around American politics.

7. Peacebuilding and Conflict Resolution: Notre Dame Initiatives

This book showcases Notre Dame’s interdisciplinary efforts in peace studies and conflict resolution
within the political science framework. It includes case studies, theoretical insights, and practical
strategies developed by faculty and students engaged in global peacebuilding efforts. The volume
underscores the university’s commitment to applying academic research to real-world challenges in

conflict zones.

8. Comparative Politics and Catholic Identity: Notre Dame Research

Focusing on comparative political analysis, this book investigates how Catholic identity influences
political systems and cultures across different countries. Drawing on Notre Dame’s research projects, it
offers comparative studies that highlight the role of religion in shaping governance, political
participation, and policy outcomes. The book is an important contribution to the field of comparative

politics with a religious dimension.

9. Ethics and Public Policy: Notre Dame’s Vision

This volume examines the ethical dimensions of public policy issues through the lens of Notre Dame’s
political science scholarship. Topics include healthcare, education, immigration, and environmental
policy, all analyzed with a focus on moral reasoning and social responsibility. The book aims to bridge
theoretical ethics and practical policymaking, reflecting Notre Dame’s holistic approach to political

science education.
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political science department notre dame: Department of the Interior and Related
Agencies Appropriations for Fiscal Year 1974 United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on
Appropriations, 1973

political science department notre dame: Congressional Record United States. Congress,
1999

political science department notre dame: Annual Report for Fiscal Year ... National Science
Foundation (U.S.), 1981

political science department notre dame: Uneven Roads Todd Shaw, Louis DeSipio, Dianne
Pinderhughes, Lorrie Frasure, Toni-Michelle C. Travis, 2024-01-12 Uneven Roads helps students
grasp how, when, and why race and ethnicity matter in U.S. politics. Using the metaphor of a road,
with twists, turns, and dead ends, this incisive text takes students on a journey to understanding
political racialization and the roots of modern interpretations of race and ethnicity. The book’s
structure and narrative are designed to encourage comparison and reflection. Students critically
analyze the history and context of U.S. racial and ethnic politics to build the skills needed to draw
their own conclusions. In the Third Edition of this groundbreaking text, authors Shaw, DeSipio,
Pinderhughes, Frasure, and Travis bring the historical narrative to life by addressing the most
contemporary debates and challenges affecting U.S. racial and ethnic politics. Students will explore
important issues regarding voting rights, political representation, education and criminal justice
policies, and the immigrant experience.

political science department notre dame: Feminist Interpretations of Alexis de Tocqueville
Jill Locke, Eileen Hunt Botting, 2010-11-01

political science department notre dame: Presidential Inability United States. Congress.
House. Committee on the Judiciary, United States. Congress. House. Committee on the Judiciary.
Special Subcommittee to Study Presidential Inability, 1956

political science department notre dame: Ethics and Risk Management Lina Svedin,
2015-07-01 The underlying rationale for this book is to present research that a) highlights the
explosively political and deeply divisive issues involved in managing risk and b) address the
empirical deficit and theoretical challenges related to managing societal risk ethically. Extant risk
management research borrows heavily from engineering, systems theory and business management,
and is primarily focused on probabilities, modeling, and abstractions of the value of mitigative
action. This research engenders a false sense of objectivity and it de-politicizes fundamental political
and democratic questions about the allocation of society’s scarce resources and about the balance of
responsibilities between governing institutions and individuals with regard to risk. The quantitative
and hard-science focus on risk also keeps a discussion of the consequences of the distribution of
risk, resources and responsibilities for real people out of the lime light. The contributors to this book
are experts in a wide range of academic fields and in this book they take on the challenge of
examining their core research with a specific ethics perspective. They explore the ethics of risk
management using theory, cases and data from a range of policy areas, countries and philosophical
traditions. This book should be of interest to scholars and practitioners working in fields that deal
either implicitly or explicitly with risk. This would include, but is not limited to, scholars and
students of public management, public sector ethics, public policy, risk regulation, and risk
management. The book deals directly with core problems of management in the public sector,
value-conflicts, multiple principals and stakeholders, as well as information analysis and the
application of sound and valid decision-making processes. The book can be adopted as a core text for
graduate courses in public management, public policy, public administration ethics, and comparative
politics. It would also work well as an applied theory text in comparative politics; ethics centered
courses in political science, as well as more narrowly focused courses on risk, crisis and disaster
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management. For the practitioner audience, this book pin-points the ethical stakes, the analytical
and managerial challenges, and the necessary tools to meet the many risks that societies face. This
book, Ethics and Risk Management, provides a unique take on the realities of cost-benefit analysis,
efforts to control and regulate risk and risky behavior, as well as the decidedly bounded rationality
with which we, as decision-makers and citizens, perceive and take risks. The work of identifying,
understanding, prioritizing and designing effective tools to mitigate and manage risk is an inherently
analytical and strategic process best suited to take place before and between crises. Successful risk
analysis and management reduces the general occurrence of crises, while the ethical analysis and
management of risk serves to reduce the likelihood of subsequent socio-political turmoil should a
crisis occur. Thus, the investment that any practitioner makes in risk management has the potential
to yield both social and political benefits if the analysis and work is done with an eye toward ethics
and stakeholder analysis.

political science department notre dame: Dictionary Of Modern American Philosophers
John R. Shook, 2005-05-15 The Dictionary of Modern American Philosophers includes both academic
and non-academic philosophers, and a large number of female and minority thinkers whose work has
been neglected. It includes those intellectuals involved in the development of psychology, pedagogy,
sociology, anthropology, education, theology, political science, and several other fields, before these
disciplines came to be considered distinct from philosophy in the late nineteenth century. Each entry
contains a short biography of the writer, an exposition and analysis of his or her doctrines and ideas,
a bibliography of writings, and suggestions for further reading. While all the major post-Civil War
philosophers are present, the most valuable feature of this dictionary is its coverage of a huge range
of less well-known writers, including hundreds of presently obscure thinkers. In many cases, the
Dictionary of Modern American Philosophers offers the first scholarly treatment of the life and work
of certain writers. This book will be an indispensable reference work for scholars working on almost
any aspect of modern American thought.

political science department notre dame: APSA Directory of Department Chairpersons
American Political Science Association, 1989

political science department notre dame: Sharing Research Data National Research Council,
Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Commission on Behavioral and Social
Sciences and Education, Committee on National Statistics, 1985-01-01

political science department notre dame: ECIW2010-Proceedings of the 9th European
Conference on Information Warfare and Security Josef Demergis, 2010-01-07

political science department notre dame: The Resilience of the Latin American Right
Juan Pablo Luna, Cristébal Rovira Kaltwasser, 2014-09 Students and scholars of both Latin American
politics and comparative politics will find The Resilience of the Latin American Right of vital interest.

political science department notre dame: The Oxford Companion to Politics of the
World Joel Krieger, Margaret E. Crahan, 2001-08-02 The world has seen dramatic changes since the
publication of the first edition of The Oxford Companion to Politics of the World in 1993. In the
post-Cold War world, globalization now offers wealth and opportunities on a broader scale, as well
as greater international harmony, but threatens to reinforce the advantage gap between wealthy and
poor regions and intensify environmental degradation. Conflict and squalor--expressed in brutal
brushfire wars, epidemics, and chronic underdevelopment--vie with equally dramatic accounts of
growth and democracy associated with a liberal political order and the global diffusion of trade,
investment, and communications.Drawing on the breadth of the first edition, this updated edition
reflects the changing world with a reassessment of many of the core themes of the Companion, and
new articles on the people, concepts, and events that have shaped the world since 1993. The second
edition includes biographies of Kofi Annan, Tony Blair, Bill Clinton, and Gerhard Schroder; articles
on events such as the Rwandan Genocide and the war in Kosovo; and coverage of international trade
developments such as NAFTA and the World Trade Organization. Eighty-seven of the 672 articles in
the Second Edition are completely new; most others are thoroughly revised.This edition also
features a substantial new set of articles, a dozen essays on critical issues written by influential



figures. Recognizing the importance of including varying viewpoints, the editors have commissioned
these essays to provide an informed and often passionate debate on controversial topics. Discussions
include Lani Guinier and Glenn Loury on Affirmative Action; Francis Fukuyama and Milton Fisk on
the Limits of Liberal Democracy; and Lloyd Axworthy and John Bolton on the United Nations.The
contributors discuss nearly every nation in the world, including extensive information on institutions,
political parties, leaders, and the sources of political mobilization and conflict. The volume also
includes biographies of more than seventy-five political leaders and thinkers who have shaped the
contemporary political world. Articles include detailed discussions of critical historical developments
and events, concepts, international law, and organizations. The Oxford Companion to Politics of the
World, Second Edition is an accessible, timely, thought-provoking, and comprehensive reference
that captures the complexity and vitality of contemporary world affairs.

political science department notre dame: Multiculturalism and the Welfare State Will
Kymlicka, Keith G. Banting, 2006 And political foundations of the welfare state, and indeed about
our most basic concepts of citizenship and national identity

political science department notre dame: African Americans in Global Affairs Michael L.
Clemons, 2010-07-13 A long-overdue introduction to the multifaceted nature of African American
participation in global affairs

political science department notre dame: The Oxford Handbook of the American Congress
Eric Schickler, Frances E. Lee, 2013-03-14 No legislature in the world has a greater influence over
its nation's public affairs than the US Congress. The Congress's centrality in the US system of
government has placed research on Congress at the heart of scholarship on American politics.
Generations of American government scholars working in a wide range of methodological traditions
have focused their analysis on understanding Congress, both as a lawmaking and a representative
institution. The purpose of this volume is to take stock of this impressive and diverse literature,
identifying areas of accomplishment and promising directions for future work. The editors have
commissioned 37 chapters by leading scholars in the field, each chapter critically engages the
scholarship focusing on a particular aspect of congressional politics, including the institution's
responsiveness to the American public, its procedures and capacities for policymaking, its internal
procedures and development, relationships between the branches of government, and the scholarly
methodologies for approaching these topics. The Handbook also includes chapters addressing timely
questions, including partisan polarization, congressional war powers, and the supermajoritarian
procedures of the contemporary Senate. Beyond simply bringing readers up to speed on the current
state of research, the volume offers critical assessments of how each literature has progressed - or
failed to progress - in recent decades. The chapters identify the major questions posed by each line
of research and assess the degree to which the answers developed in the literature are persuasive.
The goal is not simply to tell us where we have been as a field, but to set an agenda for research on
Congress for the next decade. The Oxford Handbooks of American Politics are a set of reference
books offering authoritative and engaging critical overviews of the state of scholarship on American
politics. Each volume focuses on a particular aspect of the field. The project is under the General
Editorship of George C. Edwards III, and distinguished specialists in their respective fields edit each
volume. The Handbooks aim not just to report on the discipline, but also to shape it as scholars
critically assess the scholarship on a topic and propose directions in which it needs to move. The
series is an indispensable reference for anyone working in American politics. General Editor for The
Oxford Handbooks of American Politics: George C. Edwards III

political science department notre dame: Democratic Accountability in Latin America Scott
Mainwaring, Christopher Welna, 2003-07-31 This volume on democratic accountability addresses
one of the burning issues on the agenda of policy makers and citizens in contemporary Latin
America. In much of Latin America, disenchantment and cynicism have set in regarding the quality
of elected governments raising the prospect of a new round of democratic erosion and breakdowns.
One of the important emerging challenges for improving the quality of democracy resolves around
how to build more effective mechanisms of accountability. A widespread perception prevails in much



of the region that government officials are not sufficiently subject to routinized controls by oversight
agencies. Corruption, lack of oversight, impunity of state actors, and improper use of public
resources are major problems in most countries of the region. Dealing with these issues is
paramount to restoring and deepening democratic legitimacy. The fundamental question in this
volume is how democratic leaders in Latin America can improve accountability while simultaneously
promoting governmental effectiveness. These issues have acquired urgency in contemporary Latin
America because of heightened public concern about corruption and improper governmental actions
on the one hand, yet on the other, uncertainty about the potential tradeoff between tightened
accountability of officials and effective policy results. The volume enhances understanding of three
key issues. First, it enriches understanding of the state of non-electoral forms of democratic
accountability in contemporary Latin America. What are some of the major shortcoming in
democratic accountability? How can they be addressed? What are some major innovations in the
efforts to enhance democratic accountability? A second contribution of the volume is conceptual.
Accountability is a key concept in the social sciences, yt its meaning varies widely form one author
to the next. The authors in this volume, especially in the first four chapters, explicitly debate how bet
to define and delimit the concept. Finally the volume also furthers understanding of the interactions
between various mechanism and institutions of accountability. Many of the authors address how
electoral accountability (the accountability of elected officials to the voters) interact with the forms
of accountability in which state agencies oversee and sanction public officials. The volume provides
extensive treatment of this important but hitherto under-explored interaction.

political science department notre dame: Records & Briefs New York State Appellate
Division ,

political science department notre dame: The Rhetoric of the Human Sciences John S.
Nelson, Allan Megill, Deirdre N. McCloskey, 1987 Opening with an overview of the renewal of
interest in rhetoric for inquiries of all kinds, this volume addresses rhetoric in individual disciplines -
mathematics, anthropology, psychology, economics, sociology, political science and history. Drawing
from recent literary theory, it suggests the contribution of the humanities to the rhetoric of inquiry
and explores communications beyond the academy, particulary in women's issues, religion and law.
The final essays speak from the field of communication studies, where the study of rhetoric usually
makes its home.

political science department notre dame: Becoming a Social Science Researcher Bruce
Parrott, 2023-03-28 Becoming a Social Science Researcher is designed to help aspiring social
scientists, including credentialed scholars, understand the formidable complexities of the research
process. Instead of explaining specific research techniques, it concentrates on the philosophical,
sociological, and psychological dimensions of social research. These dimensions have received little
coverage in guides written for social science researchers, but they are arguably even more
important than particular analytical techniques. Truly sophisticated social science scholarship
requires that researchers understand the intellectual and social contexts in which they collect and
interpret information. While social science training in US graduate schools has become more
systematic over the past two decades, graduate training and published guidance still fall short in
addressing this fundamental need.
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