
political parties in scotland
political parties in scotland have played a pivotal role in shaping the nation’s governance, policies,
and identity within the United Kingdom. Scotland's political landscape is characterized by a diverse
range of parties that represent various ideological perspectives, from nationalism and unionism to
socialism and conservatism. Understanding the key political parties in Scotland is essential to grasp
the dynamics of Scottish politics, particularly in relation to devolution, independence debates, and
social policies. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the main political parties in
Scotland, their histories, ideologies, and roles in both the Scottish Parliament and the UK Parliament.
Additionally, it explores the influence of smaller parties and emerging movements that contribute to
the complexity of Scottish politics. The discussion will be organized into sections covering major
parties, minor parties, political ideologies, and the electoral system. The following table of contents
outlines the main sections of this article.
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Major Political Parties in Scotland

The political landscape in Scotland is dominated by several major parties that have significant
influence in the Scottish Parliament and the UK Parliament. These parties shape policy debates on
issues such as Scottish independence, economic development, healthcare, and education.

Scottish National Party (SNP)

The Scottish National Party (SNP) is the largest and most influential political party in Scotland,
advocating for Scottish independence and progressive social policies. Founded in 1934, the SNP has
grown from a fringe nationalist movement into the dominant political force in Scotland. It currently
holds the majority of seats in the Scottish Parliament and a substantial number of seats in the UK
House of Commons. The SNP’s platform emphasizes self-determination, social justice, environmental
sustainability, and expanding public services.

Scottish Labour Party

The Scottish Labour Party is the Scottish branch of the UK-wide Labour Party and historically was the



dominant political party in Scotland throughout much of the 20th century. Labour supports the union
between Scotland and the rest of the United Kingdom, advocating for social democratic policies such
as wealth redistribution, workers’ rights, and public sector investment. Though its influence has
declined in recent years due to the rise of the SNP, Labour remains a key player in Scottish politics.

Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party

The Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party represents the center-right political ideology in Scotland
and supports maintaining Scotland’s position within the United Kingdom. It emphasizes free market
economics, law and order, and reducing public expenditure. While traditionally less popular in
Scotland compared to the rest of the UK, the Conservative Party has seen periods of electoral
resurgence, particularly in the context of unionist opposition to Scottish independence.

Scottish Liberal Democrats

The Scottish Liberal Democrats advocate for liberal social policies, civil liberties, and federalism within
the UK. They support Scotland having greater autonomy but oppose full independence. The party has
historically played a role in coalition governments in Scotland and promotes policies such as
environmental protection, electoral reform, and human rights.

Minor and Emerging Political Parties

In addition to the major parties, Scotland’s political environment includes a variety of smaller and
emerging political parties that contribute to political discourse and represent specific interests or
ideologies.

Scottish Green Party

The Scottish Green Party prioritizes environmental sustainability, climate action, and social justice. It
supports Scottish independence and advocates for policies aimed at addressing climate change,
renewable energy development, and progressive taxation. The Greens have gained increasing
representation in the Scottish Parliament and are influential in shaping environmental legislation.

Alba Party

Founded in 2021 by former SNP members, the Alba Party promotes a strong pro-independence stance
with a focus on accelerating Scotland’s path to independence. The party seeks to appeal to voters
who support independence but are disillusioned with the SNP’s approach. While it remains a minor
party, Alba represents an important faction in the independence movement.



Other Minor Parties

Several other small parties operate within Scotland’s political system, including:

British National Party (BNP) – far-right nationalist party with limited support.

Socialist Workers Party – left-wing group advocating for socialism and workers’ rights.

Scottish Socialist Party – promotes socialist policies and independence.

UK Independence Party (UKIP) – focuses on UK-wide issues, including Euroscepticism.

Political Ideologies Represented in Scotland

Scotland’s political parties reflect a broad spectrum of ideologies that influence policy-making and
public debate. These ideologies guide party platforms and voter preferences.

Nationalism and Unionism

At the core of Scottish politics is the divide between nationalism and unionism. Nationalist parties,
primarily the SNP and the Greens, advocate for Scotland’s independence from the United Kingdom.
Unionist parties, including the Conservatives, Labour, and Liberal Democrats, support Scotland
remaining part of the UK, though they may differ on the extent of devolved powers.

Social Democracy and Progressivism

Many Scottish political parties embrace social democratic principles, focusing on reducing inequality,
expanding public services, and protecting workers’ rights. The Labour Party and the Scottish Greens
emphasize progressive taxation, welfare policies, and environmental sustainability as part of their
platforms.

Conservatism and Liberalism

The Scottish Conservative Party promotes center-right policies, including a market-oriented economy,
fiscal responsibility, and traditional social values. The Liberal Democrats advocate liberalism,
emphasizing individual freedoms, civil liberties, and electoral reform. Both parties play important
roles in balancing Scotland’s political spectrum.



Electoral System and Its Impact on Political Parties

The electoral system in Scotland significantly influences the representation and success of political
parties at both the Scottish and UK parliamentary levels.

Scottish Parliament Elections

Scotland uses the Additional Member System (AMS) for Scottish Parliament elections, which combines
first-past-the-post constituencies with a proportional representation regional list. This mixed electoral
system allows smaller parties to gain seats in the parliament even if they do not win constituency
contests. As a result, parties like the Scottish Greens and Liberal Democrats can maintain
parliamentary representation alongside the larger parties.

UK General Elections in Scotland

For elections to the UK House of Commons, Scotland employs a first-past-the-post voting system. This
system tends to favor larger parties and has historically contributed to the dominance of the SNP,
Labour, and Conservatives in Scottish seats at Westminster. The electoral mechanics influence party
strategies and coalitions within Scotland.

Impact on Political Pluralism

The combination of electoral systems fosters a degree of political pluralism in Scotland. While the SNP
dominates the Scottish Parliament, the presence of multiple parties ensures diverse viewpoints are
represented. The proportional element of the AMS promotes cooperation and coalition-building,
shaping the nature of governance and policy-making in Scotland.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the major political parties in Scotland?
The major political parties in Scotland include the Scottish National Party (SNP), the Scottish
Conservative Party, the Scottish Labour Party, the Scottish Liberal Democrats, and the Scottish Green
Party.

Which political party currently holds the most seats in the
Scottish Parliament?
The Scottish National Party (SNP) currently holds the most seats in the Scottish Parliament.



What is the primary political goal of the Scottish National
Party (SNP)?
The primary political goal of the SNP is to achieve Scottish independence from the United Kingdom.

How do the Scottish Conservative Party's policies differ from
those of the SNP?
The Scottish Conservative Party generally supports the union between Scotland and the UK and
advocates for center-right policies, while the SNP supports Scottish independence and center-left
policies.

What role does the Scottish Green Party play in Scottish
politics?
The Scottish Green Party focuses on environmental issues, social justice, and supports Scottish
independence, often working in cooperation with the SNP in the Scottish Parliament.

Has the Scottish Labour Party regained influence in recent
Scottish elections?
The Scottish Labour Party has struggled to regain its former influence in recent elections, with the
SNP dominating much of Scottish politics.

Are there any new or emerging political parties gaining
traction in Scotland?
While traditional parties dominate, smaller parties like Alba Party, founded by former SNP members,
have emerged but have yet to gain significant electoral traction.

How do political parties in Scotland approach the issue of
Scottish independence?
The SNP, Scottish Greens, and Alba Party support independence, while the Scottish Conservatives,
Scottish Labour, and Scottish Liberal Democrats generally support remaining part of the UK.

What impact does the UK Parliament have on Scottish
political parties?
The UK Parliament affects Scottish political parties through reserved powers like defense and foreign
affairs, influencing party policies and strategies regarding devolution and independence.

How do coalition governments work in the Scottish



Parliament?
Coalition governments occur when no single party has a majority; parties negotiate agreements to
share power and implement policies, as seen with SNP and Green Party cooperation.

Additional Resources
1. Scottish Political Parties: From Unionism to Independence
This book explores the evolution of political parties in Scotland, tracing their roots from the unionist
movements to the rise of independence-focused parties. It provides a comprehensive analysis of
party ideologies, leadership, and electoral strategies. The author also examines how these parties
have influenced Scotland's political landscape over the decades.

2. The Scottish National Party: A History
Focusing exclusively on the Scottish National Party (SNP), this book delves into the party’s origins, key
figures, and pivotal moments. It highlights the SNP's role in shaping modern Scottish politics and its
journey from a fringe group to the dominant political force advocating for Scottish independence. The
narrative includes electoral successes, policy priorities, and internal party dynamics.

3. Labour and Scotland: A Complex Relationship
This book investigates the Scottish Labour Party's history and its shifting fortunes within Scotland’s
political arena. It explores Labour's traditional working-class base, challenges posed by the SNP, and
efforts to redefine its identity in the 21st century. The analysis includes electoral trends, policy
debates, and the party’s future prospects in Scotland.

4. Conservatism in Scotland: Tradition and Transformation
Examining the Scottish Conservative Party, this work charts its historical significance and
contemporary challenges. The book discusses how conservatism in Scotland differs from the rest of
the UK, especially in relation to devolution and nationalism. It also considers the party’s strategies to
regain influence in a changing political environment.

5. The Rise of the Scottish Green Party
This book offers an in-depth look at the Scottish Green Party's emergence as a significant political
player. It covers the party’s environmental agenda, electoral breakthroughs, and coalition-building
efforts. The author also assesses the impact of green politics on Scotland’s broader political discourse.

6. Political Parties and Devolution in Scotland
Focusing on the impact of devolution on Scottish political parties, this book analyzes how the
establishment of the Scottish Parliament reshaped party competition and governance. It explores
changes in party policies, voter alignment, and inter-party relations post-devolution. The text serves
as a key resource for understanding the dynamics of Scotland’s devolved political system.

7. Radical Politics in Scotland: The Left-Wing Parties
This book examines the history and influence of left-wing political parties in Scotland, including
smaller socialist and communist groups. It highlights their role in advocating for social justice,
workers' rights, and anti-austerity measures. The author discusses the challenges these parties face
in gaining electoral traction and influencing mainstream politics.

8. Scottish Political Parties and Identity Politics
Exploring the intersection of political parties and Scottish identity, this book analyzes how



nationalism, cultural heritage, and social issues shape party agendas. It considers the role of identity
in voter behavior and party messaging. The study provides insights into how parties navigate
Scotland’s complex social fabric.

9. Electoral Politics in Scotland: Parties, Campaigns, and Voters
This comprehensive volume investigates the mechanics of electoral politics involving Scottish political
parties. It covers campaign strategies, voter demographics, and election outcomes from local to
national levels. The book offers a detailed look at how parties mobilize support and the factors
influencing Scottish electoral behavior.
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  political parties in scotland: Politics and Society in Scotland Alice Brown, David McCrone,
Lindsay Paterson, 1998-11-11 Substantially revised and rewritten in the light of the 1997 General
Election and Devolution referendum, the 2nd edition of this widely-used text provides an up-to-date
assessment of Scottish politics under Blair and the likely impact of the new Scottish Parliament. The
book focuses in particular on Scotland's constitutional position within the UK; its system of policy
making; the nature of the Scottish economy; and the changing patterns of party electoral and grass
roots politics. An important feature is its focus throughout on the relationship between culture,
identity and ethnicity and that between politics and civil society as it has developed since the Act of
Union in 1707.
  political parties in scotland: Politics in Scotland Duncan McTavish, 2016-06-23 Politics in
Scotland is an authoritative introduction to the contemporary political landscape in Scotland and an
essential text for undergraduate and postgraduate students of Scottish Politics. Written by leading
experts in the field, it is coherently organised to provide a clear and comprehensive overview of a
range of themes in contemporary Scottish Politics. Key topics include: • Government and electoral
behaviour. • Representation and political parties in Scotland. • Public policy and Scotland’s
relationship with the rest of the world. • Scottish politics both in the run up to and after the 2014
referendum. • The Future of Scottish government and politics. This textbook will be essential
reading for students of Scottish politics, British Politics, devolution, government and policy.
  political parties in scotland: Scottish Politics Paul Cairney, Neil McGarvey, 2013-07-30 Fully
revised, the new edition of this popular textbook provides an authoritative introduction to all aspects
of contemporary Scottish politics and gives a full analysis of the SNP's first majority government.
Fully revised, the new edition of this popular textbook provides an authoritative introduction to all
aspects of contemporary Scottish politics and gives a full analysis of the SNP's first majority
government.
  political parties in scotland: The Scottish Political System James G. Kellas, 1989-01-26 First
published in 1973, Professor Kellas's account of Scottish government and politics has long been
recognised as the standard textbook in the field. Its scope includes a definition of the Scottish
political system, and critical descriptions of Scottish administration (central and local),
parliamentary activity, parties, electoral behaviour, and pressure groups. Scottish nationalism is
given a wider interpretation than usual, covering not only the support for the Scottish National
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Party, but the manifestations of national feeling in Scottish life generally. The General Election of
1987 provided further evidence of the distinctive character of politics in Scotland, with the
Conservative Party reduced to ten MPs, barely sufficient to fill the existing Scottish ministerial
posts. In a new postscript Professor Kellas looks at the principal political developments of the period
since 1983, and examines the political and constitutional implications of the current imbalance of
forces as between Westminster and Scotland.
  political parties in scotland: Political Discourse and National Identity in Scotland Murray
Stewart Leith, 2012-09-17 Addresses issues of national identity and nationalism in Scotland from a
political and linguistic perspective.
  political parties in scotland: National 4 & 5 Modern Studies: Democracy in Scotland
and the UK David Sheerin, Frank Cooney, Gary Hughes, 2015-10-30 The complete resource for
National 4 & 5 Modern Studies endorsed by SQA. National 4 & 5 Modern Studies titles from Hodder
Gibson provide up-to-date resources for the Natioanl 4 & 5 syllabus outlines offered by the Scottish
Qualifications Authority for examination from 2014 onwards. Democracy in Scotland and the UK
analyses what it means to live in a democracy, representation in the Scottish and UK Parliaments,
local goverment in Scotland, voting systems and election campaigns in the UK, thus ensuring that
students are fully briefed on the relevant topic areas for exam preparation.
  political parties in scotland: The National Question and Electoral Politics in Quebec and
Scotland Éric Bélanger, Richard Nadeau, Ailsa Henderson, Eve Hepburn, 2018-04-30 In Quebec and
Scotland, questions of constitutional change, national identity, and national grievance play an
important role in the electoral calculations of political parties and voters. Taking a strong stance on
the national question can have strategic benefits both for parties pushing for greater autonomy and
for those endorsing the status quo. In this in-depth look at issue voting, authors Éric Bélanger,
Richard Nadeau, Ailsa Henderson, and Eve Hepburn examine how the national question affects
political parties and voter behaviour in both substate nations. Through party manifestos, interviews
with legislators, and opinion survey data, this book demonstrates that calls for constitutional change
influence political debate, competition, voter choice, and the outcome of elections not only within
Quebec and Scotland but also across Canada and the United Kingdom. Minority nationalist parties,
the authors show, can gain support by claiming ownership of issues with widespread public
agreement, such as self-determination and protecting the identity and interests of the nation. A
comprehensive analysis of recent electoral politics, The National Question and Electoral Politics in
Quebec and Scotland greatly enhances our understanding of the electoral impact of substate
nationalism.
  political parties in scotland: National 4 & 5 Modern Studies: Democracy in Scotland
and the UK, Second Edition Frank Cooney, Gary Hughes, David Sheerin, 2018-07-09 Exam Board:
SQA Level: National 5 Subject: Modern Studies First Teaching: September 2017 First Exam:
Summer 2018 This second edition comprehensively covers the changes made to course content and
prepare students to cope with the increased emphasis on knowledge and understanding in the new
National 5 exam. - Analyses what it means to live in a democracy - Defines representation in the
Scottish and UK Parliaments - Explains voting systems and election campaigns in the UK
  political parties in scotland: The Oxford Handbook of Scottish Politics Michael Keating,
2020 The Handbook of Scottish Politics provides a detailed overview of politics in Scotland, looking
at areas such as elections and electoral behaviour, public policy, political parties, and Scotland's
relationship with the EU and the wider world. The contributors to this volume are some of the
leading experts on politics in Scotland.
  political parties in scotland: Mission in Contemporary Scotland Liam Jerrold Fraser,
2021-09-30 Mission in Contemporary Scotland is the first book to fully examine the challenges and
opportunities of Christian mission in contemporary Scotland. It covers all of the most important
topics and questions engaging the church today, such as the reality of decline, the changing nature
of domestic mission, the response of the Church to change, and the different models of mission that
are being used today. Describing and analysing a wealth of concrete examples from a Scottish



context, this study gives practical guidance to church leaders engaged in Fresh Expressions and
church planting in a Scottish context. A major contribution of the book is to envisage ways in which
the institutional Church can respond imaginatively to its secular and pluralist context. This is the
first work of its kind and fills a significant gap in the market.
  political parties in scotland: Sovereignty through Practice Elia Bescotti, Jon-Wyatt Matlack,
2024-11-15 This book explores how actors practise sovereignty as a force in a multiscalar context.
Among the various power structures that perform sovereignty, such as the head of state, a
legislative body, or the military, one aspect is clear: the practice of sovereignty relies upon people at
multiple levels - better portrayed as scales - of authority. This book focuses on actors – the people
who bring sovereignty to life, who imbue it with meaning, and who are ultimately responsible for its
practice. With that perspective, the volume interprets various case studies, such as Russian
approaches to sovereignty in its leadership and Central Bank, Scottish parties' discourses, and
NATO command structures. Beyond those contexts, the work also examines Chinese digital
platforms, criminal gangs in Latin America, Polish and Czech nationalist movements, want-to-be
states in Kurdistan-Iraq and Abkhazia, and Polish video games – together, these examples
demonstrate how actors practise sovereignty in unity with, but also in place of, the state. As proof of
concept, the authors further examine how they, as researchers, also qualify as practitioners of
sovereignty. In a concluding three-chapter section, they reflexively explore how research methods
and disciplines of study actively shape sovereignty and how the latter defines the outer limits of
scholarly research. This book will be of interest to students of statehood, sovereignty, discourse
analysis, history, political science, sociology, and international relations.
  political parties in scotland: The Scottish Political System Since Devolution Paul Cairney,
2012-01-30 This book presents a narrative of Scottish politics since devolution in 1999. It compares
eight years of coalition government under Scottish Labour and the Scottish Liberal Democrats with
four years of Scottish National Party minority government. It outlines the relative effect of each
government on Scottish politics and public policy in various contexts, including: high expectations
for ‘new politics' that were never fully realised; the influence of, and reactions from, the media and
public; the role of political parties; the Scottish Government's relations with the UK Government, EU
institutions, local government, quasi-governmental and non-governmental actors; and, the finance
available to fund policy initiatives. It then considers how far Scotland has travelled on the road to
constitutional change, comparing the original devolved framework with calls for independence or a
new devolution settlement. The book draws heavily on information produced since 1999 by the
Scottish Devolution Monitoring project (which forms one part of the devolution monitoring project
led by the Constitution Unit, UCL) and is supplemented by new research on public policy, minority
government, intergovernmental relations and constitutional change.
  political parties in scotland: Scottish Home Rule Ben Thomson, 2020-11-11 A proponent of
Scottish Home Rule offers a clear and concise introduction to the merits of the policy and the history
of the movement. Every debate about the Scottish constitution should include the topic of Scottish
Home Rule, and if there is to be another referendum in Scotland then Home Rule should be one of
the options on the ballot paper. Yet, for all its importance, Home Rule is not widely understood. The
proposal is seen by many Unionists as the slippery slope to Independence. Meanwhile, Independence
supporters regard it as a Unionist proposal to retain sovereignty over Scotland. It is however a
strong proposal in its own right, with a separate history from Independence and a more likely
steppingstone to Federalism. This book lays out the merits of Scottish Home Rule as the best
solution for Scotland. It covers the history of support for the Home Rule option since 1860s, a clear
outline of how it works, and a discussion about how it could both improve Scotland and act as a
framework for constitutional reform across the UK.
  political parties in scotland: Devolution and Electoral Politics Dan Hough, Charlie Jeffery,
2006-05-28 This book presents a comparative perspective on the new dynamics of electoral
competition following devolution to Scotland and Wales. It brings together leading experts on
elections, political parties and regional politics from Britain, Europe and North America to explore



the dynamics and interactions of national and regional arenas of electoral competition.
  political parties in scotland: Party Lines Scottish Council of Social Service, 1981
  political parties in scotland: The Scottish Independence Referendum Aileen McHarg, Thomas
J. Mullen, Alan C. Page, Neil Walker, 2016 The September 2014 Scottish independence referendum
was an event of profound constitutional and political significance, not only for Scotland, but for the
UK as a whole. Although Scottish voters chose to remain in the UK, the experience of the
referendum and the subsequent political reaction to the No vote that triggered significant reforms to
the devolution settlement have fundamentally altered Scotland's position within the Union. The
extraordinary success of the Scottish National Party at the 2015 General Election also indicates that
the territorial dimension to UK constitutional politics is more prominent than ever, destabilising key
assumptions about the location and exercise of constitutional authority within the UK. The political
and constitutional implications of the referendum are still unfolding, and it is by no means certain
that the Union will survive. Providing a systematic and academic analysis of the referendum and its
aftermath, this interdisciplinary edited collection brings together public lawyers, political scientists,
economists, and historians in an effort to look both backwards to, and forwards from, the
referendum. The chapters evaluate the historical events leading up to the referendum, the
referendum process, and the key issues arising from the referendum debate. They also explore the
implications of the referendum both for the future governance of Scotland and for the UK's
territorial constitution, drawing on comparative experience in order to understand how the
constitution may evolve, and how the independence debate may play out in future.
  political parties in scotland: The Scottish Parliament David Arter, 2004-06 This book is unique
in analysing the new Scottish Parliament from a systematically comparative perspective. Its basic
premise is that since devolution in 1999 Scotland can be considered a Scandinavian-style democracy
with several features of a Scandinavian-style parliament. The basic research question, therefore, is:
'Has the Scottish Parliament in its first four-year term manifested a Scandinavian-style politics in the
sense that there has been a high incidence of inter-party negotiation within Parliament?' The
architects of the Scottish Parliament saw the committees as the motor of a 'new politics' and gave
them extensive powers. Outside Austria, only the Swedish and Icelandic committees have
comparable powers. Accordingly, the study sets out to describe and analyse the workings of the
committees in the Scottish, Swedish and Icelandic Parliaments. The concluding chapter also
discusses the operation of the Danish, Finnish and Norwegian committees.
  political parties in scotland: The Scottish Electorate A. Brown, D. McCrone, L. Paterson,
Paula Surridge, 1998-12-20 The book draws on original academic research to discuss the outcome of
the 1997 general election in Scotland and the likely future shape of Scotland's politics. It offers the
most rigorous and up-to-date assessment of Scottish electoral politics that is available, setting the
1997 Scottish result in a comparative context with the rest of Britain, and in a context of changing
political attitudes and behaviour since the 1970s. The 1997 General Election ranks alongside 1945
and 1979 as a turning point in the post-war United Kingdom. The overwhelming endorsement of a
Scottish Parliament in the September 1997 referendum will have dramatic implications for Scottish
and British politics. This book enhances understanding of these developments and analyzes the
relationship between national identity and the policy agenda as Scotland moves towards a new
constitutional future.
  political parties in scotland: Experience of the Scottish Elections Great Britain. Parliament.
House of Commons. Scottish Affairs Committee, 2008 On 3 May 2007, combined elections were held
in Scotland, electing members to the Scottish Parliament and all 32 of Scotland's local councils. The
number of spoilt ballots cast in these elections was unusually high, and difficulties with the
electronic counting machines led to the count being suspended in some constituencies. The Electoral
Commission engaged Ron Gould CM to conduct an independent assessment of the elections. This
report examines the findings of the Gould Report and its recommendations, some of which have
already been accepted in principle by the Scotland Office and by the Scottish Executive, including
holding the Scottish Parliament and local government elections at different times and producing



separate regional and constituency ballot papers for the Scottish Parliament elections. Evidence
strongly suggests that there are deep problems with the way elections are administered, both in
Scotland and across the UK, which, if left unaddressed, could again create difficulties in the future.
Any changes to the way in which elections are carried out must be accompanied by rigorous
research and testing; the absence of such research and testing was a major failing that led to the
problems of 3 May. There were failings on the part of the Scotland Office, where lengthy delays
disrupted election planning and led to weak contingency arrangements. The Electoral Commission
did not do enough to warn of potential problems with the ballot. The use of e-counting has been
subject to particular criticism. Although electronic counting may have the potential to produce
results more quickly, in these elections it did not operate efficiently or transparently. Any future
proposals must place the needs of the voter and the interests of transparency far above the
limitations of any given technology.
  political parties in scotland: Scotland Decides Hugh Bochel, David Denver, James Mitchell,
Charles Pattie, 2013-01-11 Scotland has a parliament for the first time in almost 300 years, and this
book is an account of how this came about. The authors trace the origins and history of the demand
for home rule in Scotland, focusing particularly on developments following the failure of the first
referendum on the issue in 1979, which culminated in a second referendum in September 1997. This
major political event attracted national and international interest, and its decisive result was a
milestone in Scottish history. This work presents an analysis of the referendum campaign at both
national and local levels, including media coverage of the event and the outcome. The reactions of
voters are explored on the basis of a large survey of the electorate, and lessons to be learnt about
referendums in the UK and elsewhere are discussed.
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