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political cartoons temperance movement played a significant role in shaping public opinion during the

late 19th and early 20th centuries. These cartoons served as powerful visual tools that communicated

the goals, challenges, and societal impacts of the temperance movement, which aimed to curb alcohol

consumption and promote sobriety. Political cartoons used satire, symbolism, and exaggeration to

critique opponents and highlight the perceived benefits of temperance, making complex social issues

accessible and engaging for a broad audience. This article explores the historical context of the

temperance movement, the role of political cartoons in advancing its agenda, key themes and imagery

found in these cartoons, and their lasting influence on American society and politics. Understanding

this intersection of art and activism reveals how visual media contributed to one of the most influential

social reforms in American history. The following sections will provide a detailed examination of these

aspects.

Historical Context of the Temperance Movement

The Role of Political Cartoons in the Temperance Movement

Common Themes and Imagery in Temperance Cartoons

Impact and Legacy of Temperance Political Cartoons

Historical Context of the Temperance Movement

The temperance movement emerged in the early 19th century as a social and political campaign

against the consumption of alcoholic beverages. Rooted in religious and moral concerns, the

movement sought to address the negative effects of alcohol on individuals, families, and society at



large. By the late 1800s, temperance advocates had gained considerable momentum, influencing

legislation and shaping public discourse around alcohol use and abuse.

Origins and Growth of the Movement

The temperance movement began with small local societies promoting moderation and abstinence

from alcohol. It quickly grew into a national crusade, with organizations such as the American

Temperance Society and the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) advocating for prohibition

laws. The movement linked alcohol consumption to social problems like domestic violence, poverty,

and crime, framing temperance as a solution to broader societal ills.

Political and Social Climate

During this period, America experienced rapid industrialization and urbanization, which brought new

social challenges. Political debates about alcohol regulation intensified, culminating in the passage of

the 18th Amendment in 1919, which instituted Prohibition. The political cartoons of the era reflect these

tensions, illustrating the clash between temperance advocates, liquor interests, and the general public.

The Role of Political Cartoons in the Temperance Movement

Political cartoons were a critical medium for the temperance movement, providing a visually compelling

and accessible way to communicate its messages. These cartoons appeared in newspapers,

magazines, and pamphlets, reaching a wide audience and shaping public attitudes toward alcohol and

prohibition.

Communication and Persuasion

Cartoonists used humor, irony, and symbolism to illustrate the dangers of alcohol and the benefits of

temperance. By caricaturing opponents and dramatizing the consequences of drinking, political



cartoons helped simplify complex arguments and foster emotional engagement. This visual rhetoric

was especially effective in an era when literacy rates were improving but still limited in certain

populations.

Influencing Public Opinion and Policy

Political cartoons not only swayed public opinion but also influenced lawmakers and political leaders.

By highlighting the social costs of alcohol consumption and ridiculing those who opposed temperance,

cartoons contributed to the political pressure that led to prohibition legislation. They also served as

rallying points for temperance supporters, reinforcing shared values and goals.

Common Themes and Imagery in Temperance Cartoons

Temperance political cartoons employed a variety of themes and visual motifs to convey their

messages. These images often reflected societal anxieties and moral imperatives associated with

alcohol use.

Depiction of Alcohol as a Social Menace

One prevalent theme was the portrayal of alcohol as a destructive force undermining family stability,

public health, and social order. Cartoons frequently depicted alcohol as a monstrous figure or a

devilish character leading individuals into ruin and despair.

Symbolism of Temptation and Morality

Many cartoons used religious and moral symbolism to frame temperance as a righteous cause.

Imagery such as angels, crosses, and virtuous women contrasted with demons, devils, and drunken

men to illustrate the battle between good and evil. These visual contrasts reinforced the moral urgency

of the movement.



Representation of Political and Economic Interests

Political cartoons often criticized those who profited from the liquor trade, portraying saloon owners,

brewers, and corrupt politicians as villains undermining societal welfare. This theme highlighted the

perceived greed and corruption linked to alcohol distribution and opposition to temperance laws.

Examples of Common Imagery

The “Drunkard’s Progress” depicting the stages of alcohol-induced decline

The saloon as a den of vice and moral decay

The temperance crusader as a heroic figure battling evil

Alcohol represented as snakes, demons, or poisonous substances

Women and children as innocent victims of alcohol’s destruction

Impact and Legacy of Temperance Political Cartoons

The influence of political cartoons on the temperance movement extended beyond their immediate

historical context, leaving a lasting legacy in American political and social culture.

Contribution to Prohibition and Social Reform

Political cartoons helped build the momentum that led to the enactment of Prohibition, shaping public

discourse and mobilizing support for the 18th Amendment. They also contributed to wider social

reforms by highlighting the connections between alcohol and issues such as domestic violence,



poverty, and crime.

Evolution of Political Cartooning

The temperance movement demonstrated the power of political cartoons as tools of social advocacy

and political critique. This period influenced the development of editorial cartooning as a respected art

form that could sway public opinion and hold power to account.

Enduring Cultural Symbols

Many images and themes from temperance political cartoons continue to resonate in contemporary

discussions about alcohol and public health. These cartoons established visual metaphors and

narratives that have persisted in American culture, influencing how alcohol-related issues are portrayed

and understood.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did political cartoons play in the temperance movement?

Political cartoons were instrumental in the temperance movement by visually highlighting the negative

effects of alcohol consumption and promoting the cause of prohibition. They used satire and

symbolism to influence public opinion and mobilize support.

Who were some prominent cartoonists known for temperance

movement illustrations?

Prominent cartoonists such as Thomas Nast and Bernhard Gillam created influential political cartoons

that supported the temperance movement, using their art to criticize alcohol abuse and advocate for

social reform.



How did political cartoons depict the opponents of the temperance

movement?

Political cartoons often portrayed opponents of the temperance movement as corrupt, greedy, or

morally weak individuals, including saloon owners and alcohol distributors, to emphasize the perceived

dangers and social evils associated with alcohol.

In what ways did temperance political cartoons reflect broader social

issues of the time?

Temperance political cartoons reflected broader social issues such as women's rights, public health,

crime, and family welfare by linking alcohol consumption to societal problems, thereby connecting the

movement to wider calls for moral and social reform.

How effective were political cartoons in advancing the goals of the

temperance movement?

Political cartoons were highly effective in advancing the temperance movement by engaging a wide

audience through humor and powerful imagery, raising awareness, shaping public discourse, and

ultimately influencing legislation like the 18th Amendment instituting Prohibition.

Additional Resources

1. Drawing the Line: Political Cartoons and the Temperance Movement

This book explores how political cartoons played a crucial role in shaping public opinion during the

temperance movement. It examines the symbolism, satire, and rhetoric used by cartoonists to

advocate for or against alcohol prohibition. Through detailed analysis of iconic cartoons, readers gain

insight into the social and political climate of the era.

2. Ink and Ideals: The Art of Temperance in Political Cartoons



"Ink and Ideals" delves into the artistic styles and narratives employed by cartoonists who supported

the temperance cause. The book highlights key figures in the temperance movement and how their

messages were amplified through visual satire. It also discusses the impact these cartoons had on

legislation and public sentiment.

3. Sobriety in Sketch: Political Cartoons and the Fight Against Alcohol

This volume surveys the history of temperance-themed political cartoons from the 19th and early 20th

centuries. It contextualizes the cartoons within the broader social reform movements of the time.

Readers will find a compelling collection of images accompanied by critical commentary on their

persuasive power.

4. The Dry Pen: Cartoonists and the Prohibition Era

Focusing on the Prohibition era, "The Dry Pen" reveals how cartoonists influenced the national debate

over alcohol regulation. The book includes a rich array of cartoons that portray both proponents and

opponents of temperance, illustrating the complexities of public opinion. It also investigates the role of

media in disseminating these visual arguments.

5. Cartoon Crusaders: Visual Satire in the Temperance Movement

"Cartoon Crusaders" examines the use of satire and caricature in promoting temperance ideals. The

text analyzes how humor and exaggeration were effective tools for social critique and mobilization. It

offers a comprehensive look at the interplay between art, politics, and social reform.

6. Lines of Reform: Political Illustration and the Temperance Campaign

This book traces the evolution of political illustrations advocating temperance, highlighting changes in

style and messaging over time. It discusses the contributions of prominent cartoonists and the cultural

significance of their work. Readers learn about the strategic use of imagery in advancing the

temperance agenda.

7. Prohibition and the Pen: Political Cartoons of the Temperance Movement

"Prohibition and the Pen" provides an in-depth study of cartoons published in newspapers and

magazines that influenced the temperance movement. The book assesses how these images framed



the debate around alcohol consumption and lawmaking. It also explores the intersection of gender,

class, and politics in temperance-related art.

8. The Politics of Temperance: Cartoons and Social Change

This title investigates the broader political implications of temperance cartoons beyond the issue of

alcohol itself. It considers how these cartoons reflected and shaped attitudes toward morality,

governance, and social order. The book offers a multidisciplinary approach, incorporating history,

political science, and visual culture studies.

9. Sketching Sobriety: The Visual Language of the Temperance Movement

"Sketching Sobriety" analyzes the visual techniques and iconography used to communicate

temperance messages effectively. It explores how imagery appealed to emotions and values to foster

support for prohibition. The book serves as a valuable resource for understanding the power of visual

media in social movements.
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  political cartoons temperance movement: Alcohol and Temperance in Modern History Jack
S. Blocker Jr., David M. Fahey, Ian R. Tyrrell, 2003-12-17 A comprehensive encyclopedia on all
aspects of the production, consumption, and social impact of alcohol. Alcohol and Temperance in
Modern History: An International Encyclopedia spans the history of alcohol production and
consumption from the development of distilled spirits and modern manufacturing and distribution
methods to the present. Authoritative and unbiased, it brings together the work of hundreds of
experts from a variety of disciplines with an emphasis on the extraordinary wealth of scholarship
developed in the past several decades. Its nearly 500 alphabetically organized entries range beyond
the principal alcoholic beverages and major producers and retailers to explore attitudes toward
alcohol in various countries and religions, traditional drinking occasions and rituals, and images of
drinking and temperance in art, painting, literature, and drama. Other entries describe international
treaties and organizations related to alcohol production and distribution, global consumption
patterns, and research and treatment institutions, as well as temperance, prohibition, and
antiprohibitionist efforts worldwide.
  political cartoons temperance movement: Prohibition Richard Worth, 2020-07-15 Prohibition
was a grassroots movement that changed America. Through an engaging recounting of historical
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events accompanied by eye-catching imagery, students will get to know some of Prohibition's
dynamic leaders through their own words and actions, including Carry Nation who swung her ax to
break up saloons, and Frances Willard who was a leader of the Women's Christian Temperance
Union. Readers will meet Purley Baker, the persuasive lobbyist who convinced lawmakers to carry
out the plans of his organization, the Anti-Saloon League, and ban the sale and manufacture of
distilled spirits. A detailed chronology, chapter notes, and a further reading section with books,
websites, and films offer in-depth information and additional resources for study.
  political cartoons temperance movement: Women, Politics, and Power Pamela Paxton,
Melanie M. Hughes, Tiffany D. Barnes, 2020-03-17 Women, Politics, and Power: A Global
Perspective provides a clear, detailed introduction to women’s political participation and
representation across a wide range of countries and regions. Through broad statistical overviews
and detailed case-study accounts, the authors document both historical trends and the contemporary
state of women’s political strength. Readers see the cultural, structural, political, and international
influences on women’s access to political power, and the difference women make once in political
office. The fourth edition includes the latest information available on women in politics around the
world, including current events as they have unfolded across the globe. The newest thinking in the
field is presented, including on violence against women in politics. Approach and Features Nine
thematic chapters explain women’s access to office in the executive, legislative, and judicial
branches, and why it matters. Six chapters cover women’s political power in specific geographic
regions with recent research and events.The book’s intersectional perspective attends to the ways
gender interacts with other forms of difference, both throughout the volume and in a dedicated
chapter.A bounty of figures, maps, and tables provide visual accounts of the variations in women’s
access to political power around the world, the growth in women’s political power over time, and
persistent obstacles to gender equality in politics.
  political cartoons temperance movement: Insignia ducum de Arenbergh, tribus floribus
genealogius illustrata. Flos tertius ,
  political cartoons temperance movement: A Companion to the Reconstruction Presidents,
1865 - 1881 Edward O. Frantz, 2014-03-24 A Companion to Reconstruction Presidents presents a
series of original essays that explore a variety of important issues, themes, and debates associated
with the presidencies of Andrew Johnson, Ulysses S. Grant, and Rutherford B. Hayes. Represents the
first comprehensive look at the presidencies of Johnson, Grant, and Hayes in one volume Features
contributions from top historians and presidential scholars Approaches the study of these presidents
from a historiographical perspective Key topics include each president’s political career; foreign
policy; domestic policy; military history; and social context of their terms in office
  political cartoons temperance movement: The Record United States. National Archives and
Records Administration, 1994
  political cartoons temperance movement: Religious Origins of Democratic Pluralism Mark
Safstrom, 2017-01-26 The Religious Origins of Democratic Pluralism focuses on explaining one of
the riddles that fascinated historians and political scientists for much of the twentieth century,
namely, the origin and development of Swedish social democracy. While othercountries in Europe
experienced dramatic swings between radical and conservative political parties, which resulted in
tragic experiments with totalitarian regimes, Sweden, by contrast, miraculously seemed to avoid
these extremes, and instead maintained space for democratic discussion and even dissent. This
peaceful transformation was facilitated by political actors who crafted the discourse of their debates
in such a way that pluralism came to be valued as an ethical good and then vigorously defended.
This study examines the decades leading up to the emergence of social democracy in Sweden, and in
particular, the career of one prominent politician, Paul Peter Waldenstrom (1838-1917).
Waldenstrom was a clergyman, revival preacher, educator,author, and newspaper editor, whose
political career began in 1868 with his participation in the Church Assembly of the Church of
Sweden. His role expanded during his years of service in the Swedish parliament, the Riksdag, from
1884-1905. This study places Waldenstrom in dialogue with his contemporaries and opponents as a



means of identifying how the theological values and priorities of the religious awakening were
articulated in the public sphere and contributed to the development of a new political order.
  political cartoons temperance movement: The Irony of Barack Obama R. Ward Holder, Peter
B. Josephson, 2016-03-09 Drawing on the political theology of Reinhold Niebuhr, described by
Barack Obama as 'one of my favourite philosophers', this book assesses the challenges facing the
President during his first term. It evaluates his success in adhering to Niebuhr's path of 'Christian
realism' when faced with the pragmatic demands of domestic and foreign affairs. In 2008 Candidate
Obama used the ideas of 'Hope' and 'Change' to inspire voters and secure the presidency. Obama
promised change not only regarding America's policies, but even more fundamentally in the nation's
political culture. Holder and Josephson describe the foundations of President Obama's Christian
faith and the extent to which it has shaped his approach to politics. Their book explores Obama's
journey of faith in the context of a broadly Augustinian understanding of faith and politics, examines
the tensions between Christian realism and pragmatic progressivism, explains why a Christian
realist interpretation is essential to understanding Obama's presidency, and applies this model of
understanding to considerations of foreign and domestic policy. By combining this theological and
political analysis the book offers a special opportunity to reflect on the relationship between
Christian faith and statesmanship, reflections that are missing from current popular discussions of
the Obama presidency. Through consideration of Niebuhr's models of the prophet and the
statesman, and the more popular alternative of the political evangelist, Holder and Josephson are
better able to explain the president's successes and his failures, and to unveil the Augustinian limits
of the political life.
  political cartoons temperance movement: We Are What We Drink Sabine N. Meyer,
2015-07-15 Sabine N. Meyer eschews the generalities of other temperance histories to provide a
close-grained story about the connections between alcohol consumption and identity in the upper
Midwest. Meyer examines the ever-shifting ways that ethnicity, gender, class, religion, and place
interacted with each other during the long temperance battle in Minnesota. Her deconstruction of
Irish and German ethnic positioning with respect to temperance activism provides a rare interethnic
history of the movement. At the same time, she shows how women engaged in temperance work as a
way to form public identities and reforges the largely neglected, yet vital link between female
temperance and suffrage activism. Relatedly, Meyer reflects on the continuities and changes
between how the movement functioned to construct identity in the heartland versus the movement's
more often studied roles in the East. She also gives a nuanced portrait of the culture clash between
a comparatively reform-minded Minneapolis and dynamic anti-temperance forces in whiskey-soaked
St. Paul--forces supported by government, community, and business institutions heavily invested in
keeping the city wet.
  political cartoons temperance movement: The Myths, Legends, and Lore of Ireland Amy
Hackney Blackwell, 2010-12-18 More than 20 million Americans claim some sort of Irish heritage.
But how much do you really know about this amazing country? Forget about shamrocks,
leprechauns, and all that blarney--this book is a concise and authoritative guide that dispels the
myths and tells the true stories of the Irish. Highlights include: Who St. Patrick really was The story
behind Sunday Bloody Sunday Scandals in the Irish church Coming to America and the real gangs of
New York The spooky truth behind changelings, leprechauns, and fairies Complete with an Irish
language primer and pronunciation guide, this book is an informative pot of gold for everyone who
loves the Irish!
  political cartoons temperance movement: Propaganda Influence Sebastian Farnham, AI,
2025-03-29 Propaganda Influence explores the pervasive impact of propaganda throughout history,
examining its evolution and measurable effects on shaping public opinion and influencing political
and military outcomes. The book highlights how propaganda exploits psychological vulnerabilities
and manipulates narratives, demonstrating its continuous relevance in modern elections and
conflicts. By understanding these techniques, readers can mitigate propaganda's power and develop
critical thinking skills. This book takes a comprehensive approach, dissecting various propaganda



techniques like name-calling and card stacking with historical examples. It also analyzes specific
campaigns from wartime mobilization to social reforms, evaluating their effectiveness and long-term
consequences. Drawing from primary and secondary sources, including government documents and
statistical analyses, it connects psychology and media studies to provide a framework for
recognizing and countering propaganda in contemporary society. Structured in three parts, the book
first introduces core concepts and historical evolution. It then dissects propaganda techniques with
examples across different periods and contexts. Finally, it analyzes case studies of propaganda
campaigns, before concluding with a framework for countering propaganda in modern society,
equipping readers to navigate the information age with discernment.
  political cartoons temperance movement: The Drinking Curriculum Elizabeth Marshall,
2024-01-02 A lively exploration into America’s preoccupation with childhood innocence and its
corruption In The Drinking Curriculum, Elizabeth Marshall brings the taboo topic of alcohol and
childhood into the limelight. Marshall coins the term “the drinking curriculum” to describe how a
paradoxical set of cultural lessons about childhood are fueled by adult anxieties and preoccupations.
By analyzing popular and widely accessible texts in visual culture—temperance tracts, cartoons,
film, advertisements, and public-service announcements—Marshall demonstrates how youth are
targets of mixed messages about intoxication. Those messages range from the overtly violent to the
humorous, the moralistic to the profane. Offering a critical and, at times, irreverent analysis of
dominant protectionist paradigms that sanctify childhood as implicitly innocent, The Drinking
Curriculum centers the graphic narratives our culture uses to teach about alcohol, the roots of these
pictorial tales in the nineteenth century, and the discursive hangover we nurse into the twenty-first.
  political cartoons temperance movement: Campaigning for President in America,
1788–2016 Scott John Hammond, Robert North Roberts, Valerie A. Sulfaro, 2016-04-25 What does
it take to get elected president of the United States—leader of the free world? This book gives
readers insight into the major issues and events surrounding American presidential elections across
more than two centuries, from the earliest years of the Republic through the campaigns of the 21st
century. The race for the presidency encapsulates the broader changes in American democratic
culture. This book provides insight into the major issues and events surrounding American
presidential elections across more than two centuries, from the earliest years of the Republic
through the campaigns of the 21st century. Readers will be able to see and understand how
presidential campaigns have evolved over time, and how and why the current state of campaigning
for president came into being.
  political cartoons temperance movement: Misogyny in American Culture Letizia
Guglielmo Ph.D., 2018-10-01 This set surveys American misogyny in all its cultural forms, from
popular music, film, and education to healthcare, politics, and business. The work also assesses
proposals to confront and reduce such expressions of hatred. The essays contained in this
two-volume set explore misogyny within various areas of American culture to demonstrate its
pervasiveness and identify common foundations of its many presentations. Beyond a basic definition
of misogyny, which includes hatred of women and girls and the ways in which this hatred and
distrust influences action, speech, discrimination, policy, and culture in the United States, this
project also aims to expand and complicate definitions of misogyny in order to provide readers with
a robust introduction to and understanding of the larger topic. Given the current political and
cultural climate and the more frequent and widespread use of the term misogyny by various media
outlets and voters during the 2016 presidential election, this book has the potential both to
contribute to ongoing conversations on misogyny and, among its intended audience of advanced
high school, beginning college students and the general public, to inform a shift currently unfolding
in public conversation on the topic.
  political cartoons temperance movement: Museum Architecture Suzanne MacLeod,
2013-04-12 Recent decades have witnessed an explosion of museum building around the world and
the subsequent publication of multiple texts dedicated to the subject. Museum Architecture: A new
biography focuses on the stories we tell of museum buildings in order to explore the nature of



museum architecture and the problems of architectural history when applied to the museum and
gallery. Starting from a discussion of the key issues in contemporary museum design, the book
explores the role of architectural history in the prioritisation of specific stories of museum building
and museum architects and the exclusion of other actors from the history of museum making. These
omissions have contemporary relevance and impact directly on the ways in which the physical
structures of museums are shaped. Theoretically, the book places a particular emphasis on the work
of Pierre Bourdieu and Henri Lefebvre in order to establish an understanding of buildings as social
relations; the outcome of complex human interactions and relationships. The book utilises a micro
history, an in-depth case study of the ‘National Gallery of the North’, the Walker Art Gallery in
Liverpool, to expose the myriad ways in which museum architecture is made. Coupled with this
detailed exploration is an emphasis on contemporary museum design which utilises the
understanding of the social realities of museum making to explore ideas for a socially sustainable
museum architecture fit for the twenty-first century.
  political cartoons temperance movement: Warren County Library Bulletin Warren County
Library, 1889
  political cartoons temperance movement: Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal
Terence Ball, Richard Dagger, Daniel I. O’Neill, 2016-08-31 Political Ideologies and the Democratic
Ideal analyzes and compares political ideologies to help readers understand individual ideologies,
and the concept of ideology, from a political science perspective. This best-selling title promotes
open-mindedness and develops critical thinking skills. It covers a wide variety of political ideologies
from the traditional liberalism and conservatism to recent developments in identity politics, green
politics, and radical Islamism. NEW TO THIS EDITION An expanded account of the right to vote and
the U.S. Supreme Court’s Citizens United decision. A new section on fusionist conservatism that
attempts to ally different kinds of conservatives. A discussion of Putin’s post-Soviet expansion of
Russia’s territory and influence, the apparent rebirth of Mao Zedong thought in China, and the
ideology of Juche in North Korea. Coverage of democratic socialism in the context of Bernie Sanders’
presidential campaign. Updates on fascism past and present. A more in-depth account of the origins
of black liberation and a discussion of the new Black Lives Matter movement. New directions in
feminist theory and the impact of the Supreme Court’s decision on same-sex marriage. An account of
Pope Francis’s 2015 encyclical on the environment and humans’ duty to protect it. An expanded
discussion of radical Islamism, especially with regard to the varieties of Islamism, the rise of the
Islamic State (ISIS), and the effects of recent terrorist attacks on national and international politics.
Discussion questions added to the end of each chapter. Additional graphs and photos throughout. An
updated, author-written Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank.
  political cartoons temperance movement: 101 Things You Didn't Know About Irish History
Ryan Hackney, Amy Hackney Blackwell, Garland Kimmer, 2006-12-14 Discover the truth behind the
myths of the Emerald Isle Forget about shamrocks, leprechans, and all that blarney; 101 Things You
Didn't Know about Irish History dispels the myths and tells the true story of the Irish. Inside, you'll
learn about: Lives of the ancient Celts before the British invasions Famous Irish including Michael
Collins, Charles Parnell—and Bono! The potato famine and emigration (were there really gangs of
New York?) Irish music and dance Complete with an Irish language primer and pronunciation guide,
101 Things You Didn't Know about Irish History is an informative reference for anyone who loves the
Irish.
  political cartoons temperance movement: The Civil War Era and Reconstruction Mary
Ellen Snodgrass, 2015-03-26 The encyclopedia takes a broad, multidisciplinary approach to the
history of the period. It includes general and specific entries on politics and business, labor,
industry, agriculture, education and youth, law and legislative affairs, literature, music, the
performing and visual arts, health and medicine, science and technology, exploration, life on the
Western frontier, family life, slave life, Native American life, women, and more than a hundred
influential individuals.
  political cartoons temperance movement: Punched Drunk Scott Thompson, Gary Genosko,



2009 In this critical study of the Liquor Control Board of Ontario, Scott Thompson and Gary Genosko
expose the stakes and consequences of the enormous bureaucracy behind the administrative
surveillance of alcohol consumption in Ontario. Since its inception in 1927, the LCBO subjected
alcohol consumption to its disciplinary gaze and generated knowledge about the drinking
population. This book details how the LCBO tracked all alcohol consumption and capitalized on
technological advances in order to generate categories and profiles of individuals so they could
“control” drinking in the province. While this is a historical project, it also investigates how
categorical treatment of populations like First Nations helped to develop and foster stereo-types
around addiction that persist to this day.--pub. desc.
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