
political paralysis in the gilded age
political paralysis in the gilded age was a defining characteristic of American governance during
the late 19th century. This era, spanning roughly from the 1870s to the early 1900s, was marked by
rapid industrialization, economic expansion, and significant social changes. However, alongside these
advancements, the United States experienced a stagnation in political progress due to intense
partisanship, corruption, and ineffective leadership. Political paralysis in the Gilded Age manifested
through repeated deadlocks in Congress, patronage systems, and the dominance of political
machines, which hindered meaningful reform and policy development. Understanding the causes,
manifestations, and consequences of this political gridlock is essential to grasp the complexities of
the period. This article explores the roots of political paralysis in the Gilded Age, the role of political
parties and corruption, the impact on legislation and governance, and the eventual responses that
sought to break the stalemate.
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Causes of Political Paralysis in the Gilded Age
The political paralysis in the Gilded Age was rooted in several interrelated causes that collectively
contributed to governmental stagnation. One primary factor was the intense rivalry between the two
major political parties—the Republicans and Democrats—who were often evenly matched in power.
This balance created frequent deadlocks in Congress, making it difficult to pass significant legislation.
Additionally, the patronage or "spoils" system entrenched loyalty over competence, which led to
inefficient administration and resistance to reform. Economic interests heavily influenced politics, with
industrialists and financiers wielding substantial power over elected officials. Social tensions arising
from rapid immigration and urbanization further complicated political consensus. These elements
combined to create an environment where political progress was frequently stalled.

Evenly Divided Electorate
The electorate during the Gilded Age was almost evenly split, leading to narrow election outcomes
and a fragile balance of power. This parity resulted in frequent shifts in control of Congress and the
presidency, making long-term policy planning difficult. Both parties competed aggressively for votes,
often focusing on maintaining power rather than pursuing substantive reforms. Political campaigns
were highly contentious, and the close margins in elections contributed to legislative gridlock.



Patronage and the Spoils System
The patronage system rewarded political supporters with government jobs, regardless of their
qualifications. This practice entrenched corrupt networks and discouraged merit-based appointments.
As a result, many government positions were filled by individuals more loyal to party bosses than to
effective governance. This system perpetuated inefficiency and reduced public trust in political
institutions, exacerbating political paralysis.

Influence of Big Business
Industrial magnates and financiers wielded substantial influence over politicians during the Gilded
Age, often shaping legislation to benefit their interests. This close relationship between business and
government created conflicts of interest and fueled public perceptions of corruption. The economic
power of corporations often overshadowed the political power of individual citizens, limiting the
government's ability to regulate emerging industries and address social issues.

Role of Political Parties and Partisanship
The political paralysis in the Gilded Age was significantly influenced by the nature of political parties
and the extreme partisanship that defined the era. The Republican and Democratic parties were
deeply divided on issues such as tariffs, monetary policy, and civil service reform. This division
resulted in legislative stalemates and an inability to reach compromises. The parties relied heavily on
patronage and party loyalty, reinforcing factionalism and limiting cooperation. Moreover, political
competition often focused on symbolic victories rather than substantive policy achievements,
perpetuating government inaction.

Party Loyalty and Voting Patterns
Voter loyalty to parties during this period was remarkably stable, with many citizens voting
consistently along party lines. This loyalty was often rooted in regional, ethnic, and cultural identities,
making it difficult for parties to build broad coalitions for reform. The rigidity of party allegiances
contributed to the polarized political climate and hindered bipartisan collaboration.

Factionalism Within Parties
Both major parties suffered from internal divisions, with competing factions vying for control. For
example, the Republican Party was split between Stalwarts, who supported the patronage system,
and Half-Breeds, who advocated civil service reform. Such factionalism distracted parties from
addressing national issues and contributed to legislative gridlock.

Focus on Symbolic Issues
Political debates often centered on symbolic or divisive issues rather than pragmatic policymaking.
Topics like tariff rates, gold versus silver standards, and Reconstruction-related policies dominated



discourse but rarely led to consensus. This focus on partisan symbolism detracted from addressing
the pressing economic and social challenges of the time.

Corruption and Political Machines
One of the most notorious aspects of political paralysis in the Gilded Age was the widespread
corruption facilitated by political machines and patronage networks. These organizations controlled
urban politics by mobilizing voters through patronage and often engaged in fraudulent practices.
Political machines like Tammany Hall in New York City wielded immense power, influencing elections
and government appointments. Corruption scandals involving bribery, kickbacks, and embezzlement
were common, undermining public confidence and obstructing effective governance. The
entrenchment of these corrupt systems made reform difficult and contributed significantly to political
stagnation.

Tammany Hall and Urban Political Machines
Tammany Hall epitomized the power of political machines during the Gilded Age. By providing
services and jobs to immigrants and the poor, Tammany secured votes while maintaining control over
city politics. This system, however, was rife with corruption, including election fraud and financial
mismanagement. Such machines prioritized maintaining power over public welfare, contributing to
political paralysis and policy neglect.

Patronage as a Tool of Control
Political machines relied heavily on patronage to reward supporters and ensure loyalty. Government
jobs were distributed as political favors, creating a network of indebted officials. This practice
discouraged accountability and perpetuated inefficient administration, making it difficult to pursue
meaningful reforms or challenge entrenched interests.

Major Corruption Scandals
Several high-profile corruption scandals during the Gilded Age highlighted the extent of political
malfeasance. Notable examples include the Credit Mobilier scandal and the Whiskey Ring, which
involved bribery and embezzlement at high levels of government. These scandals eroded public trust
and spotlighted the urgent need for political reform.

Impact on Legislation and Governance
The political paralysis in the Gilded Age had profound effects on legislative productivity and the
overall effectiveness of governance. The deadlock between parties, coupled with corruption and
factionalism, resulted in a Congress that struggled to pass significant reforms. Many laws enacted
during this period were compromises that addressed limited issues or maintained the status quo. As a
consequence, pressing problems such as labor rights, economic regulation, and social welfare were
often neglected or inadequately addressed. The presidency, too, was weakened by these dynamics,



with reform-minded presidents facing resistance from Congress and party machines.

Legislative Deadlock
Congress frequently experienced gridlock, with partisan conflicts preventing the passage of
comprehensive legislation. Important issues like civil service reform and tariff policy were debated
repeatedly without resolution. This stalemate hindered the government's ability to respond effectively
to the challenges of industrialization and urbanization.

Limited Reform Legislation
While some reforms were passed, such as the Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act of 1883, many were
limited in scope and impact. These measures often faced opposition from entrenched interests and
were insufficient to dismantle the patronage system or curb corruption fully. The slow pace of reform
contributed to ongoing political stagnation.

Weakness of the Presidency
Presidents during the Gilded Age often struggled to assert authority amid congressional paralysis and
party factionalism. Their ability to drive legislative agendas was constrained by divided government
and political machines. This limited executive influence contributed to overall governmental
inefficiency.

Reform Movements and Efforts to Overcome Paralysis
Despite the pervasive political paralysis in the Gilded Age, various reform movements emerged
aiming to restore efficiency, reduce corruption, and promote democratic governance. Civil service
reform advocates pushed to end the patronage system, leading to legislative victories such as the
Pendleton Act. Progressive movements began to take shape, seeking to address social injustices and
economic inequalities. Additionally, grassroots activism and muckraking journalism exposed
corruption and pressured politicians to enact change. While these efforts did not immediately end
political paralysis, they laid the groundwork for significant reforms in the early 20th century.

Civil Service Reform
One of the most significant reform efforts targeted the patronage system. The assassination of
President James Garfield in 1881 by a disgruntled office seeker galvanized support for civil service
reform. The Pendleton Act established a merit-based system for federal appointments, reducing the
influence of political machines. Although limited initially, this reform marked a crucial step toward
combating political paralysis.



Progressive Movement Beginnings
The Progressive Movement arose in response to the failures of Gilded Age politics. Progressives
advocated for government intervention in the economy, social justice, and political reforms such as
direct election of senators and women's suffrage. These ideas challenged the status quo and sought
to revitalize American democracy.

Role of Muckrakers and Public Awareness
Journalists known as muckrakers played a vital role in exposing corruption and abuses of power. Their
investigative reporting helped raise public awareness and increased pressure on politicians to enact
reforms. This heightened scrutiny contributed to the eventual decline of political machines and
greater demands for transparency and accountability.

Patronage system reform through the Pendleton Act

Emergence of Progressive ideals and policies

Increased public demand for political accountability

Decline of political machines over time

Frequently Asked Questions

What was political paralysis in the Gilded Age?
Political paralysis in the Gilded Age refers to the period of stagnation and inefficiency in the U.S.
government during the late 19th century, characterized by intense partisanship, frequent deadlocks,
and inability to pass significant reforms.

What factors contributed to political paralysis during the
Gilded Age?
Factors included closely divided political parties, patronage and the spoils system, widespread
corruption, the influence of powerful industrialists, and a general public disillusionment with politics.

How did the spoils system affect political paralysis in the
Gilded Age?
The spoils system led to widespread corruption and inefficiency as government jobs were awarded
based on political loyalty rather than merit, which undermined effective governance and contributed
to political paralysis.



What role did political machines play in the political paralysis
of the Gilded Age?
Political machines controlled local and state politics through patronage and corruption, often
prioritizing their own interests over public welfare, which exacerbated political gridlock and hindered
reforms.

How did political paralysis impact economic and social
reforms during the Gilded Age?
Political paralysis slowed or blocked many proposed economic and social reforms, allowing issues like
labor exploitation, economic inequality, and corporate monopolies to persist and worsen during the
period.

Which political reforms emerged as a response to the political
paralysis of the Gilded Age?
Reforms such as the Pendleton Civil Service Act of 1883, which established merit-based federal
employment, and the rise of the Progressive Movement were responses aimed at curbing corruption
and breaking political deadlock.

How did political paralysis during the Gilded Age influence
voter engagement and public trust?
Political paralysis led to voter apathy and cynicism, as many citizens became disillusioned with the
perceived corruption and ineffectiveness of their leaders, reducing public trust in government
institutions.

Additional Resources
1. Stalemate in the Gilded Age: Political Paralysis and Its Consequences
This book explores the widespread political gridlock that characterized the Gilded Age, analyzing how
entrenched partisanship and patronage systems contributed to legislative inaction. It delves into key
events and figures that exemplified the era’s inability to address pressing social and economic issues.
The author argues that this paralysis set the stage for subsequent Progressive reforms.

2. Gridlock and Graft: Corruption and Political Deadlock in Late 19th Century America
Focusing on the pervasive corruption that intertwined with political stalemates, this work examines
how graft and machine politics hampered effective governance. It highlights the role of political
bosses and their manipulation of the system, which often led to policy stagnation. The book provides
a detailed account of the challenges reformers faced in breaking this cycle.

3. The Iron Cage of Politics: Partisanship and Paralysis in the Gilded Age
This title investigates the intense partisanship that dominated the Gilded Age political landscape,
leading to frequent legislative impasses. It discusses how party loyalty often outweighed public
interest, resulting in a government that struggled to respond to the needs of a rapidly changing
society. The narrative connects these dynamics to the broader social and economic transformations



of the period.

4. Behind the Curtain: Political Machines and the Paralysis of Reform
This book sheds light on the inner workings of political machines and their role in stifling reform
efforts during the Gilded Age. It reveals how these organizations maintained power through patronage
and electoral manipulation, contributing significantly to political inertia. The author also examines the
efforts of reformers to dismantle these machines and the resistance they encountered.

5. Deadlock at the Capitol: Congressional Gridlock in Post-Reconstruction America
Analyzing the U.S. Congress during the Gilded Age, this work focuses on the legislative deadlock that
impeded policy-making. It explores how sectional tensions, economic interests, and factionalism
paralyzed Congress, preventing significant progress on issues such as civil rights and economic
regulation. The book provides insights into the institutional and political factors behind this stalemate.

6. The Paralysis of Progress: Economic and Political Stagnation in the Gilded Age
This study links political paralysis with broader economic stagnation, arguing that government
inaction exacerbated inequalities and slowed industrial reform. It examines how political leaders’
reluctance to challenge powerful business interests resulted in missed opportunities for social and
economic advancements. The author contextualizes the paralysis within the era’s rapid
industrialization and urbanization.

7. Votes and Vetoes: The Struggle for Power and Policy in the Gilded Age
This book explores the tug-of-war between different branches of government and political factions
that led to frequent vetoes and legislative standstills. It highlights key presidential vetoes and
congressional battles that exemplified the period’s political impasse. The narrative underscores the
difficulty of achieving consensus in a deeply divided political environment.

8. Echoes of Indecision: The Social Impact of Political Paralysis in the Gilded Age
Focusing on the societal consequences of political inaction, this title examines how workers,
immigrants, and marginalized groups were affected by government stalemates. It discusses how the
failure to address labor rights, immigration policies, and social welfare issues fueled unrest and
movements for change. The book links political paralysis to the rising tensions that eventually spurred
reform.

9. The Gilded Age Trap: How Political Paralysis Shaped Modern America
This book argues that the political stalemates of the Gilded Age had lasting effects on American
governance and political culture. It traces the era’s paralysis to contemporary challenges, showing
how patterns of gridlock and partisanship persist. The author offers a critical assessment of the legacy
of the Gilded Age’s political dysfunction and its relevance today.
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  political paralysis in the gilded age: Not Quite Hope and Other Political Emotions in the
Gilded Age Nathan Wolff, 2019 Not Quite Hope and Other Political Emotions in the Gilded Age
argues that late nineteenth-century US fiction grapples with and helps to conceptualize the
disagreeable feelings that are both a threat to citizens' agency and an inescapable part of the
emotional life of democracy--then as now. In detailing the corruption and venality for which the
period remains known, authors including Mark Twain, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Henry Adams, and
Helen Hunt Jackson evoked the depressing inefficacy of reform, the lunatic passions of the mob, and
the revolting appetites of lobbyists and office seekers. Readers and critics of these Washington
novels, historical romances, and satiric romans a clef have denounced these books' fiercely negative
tone, seeing it as a sign of cynicism and elitism. Not Quite Hope argues, in contrast, that their
distrust of politics is coupled with an intense investment in it: not quite apathy, but not quite hope.
Chapters examine both common and idiosyncratic forms of political emotion, including 'crazy love',
disgust, cynicism, 'election fatigue', and the myriad feelings of hatred and suspicion provoked by the
figure of the hypocrite. In so doing, the book corrects critics' too-narrow focus on 'sympathy' as the
American novel's model political emotion. We think of reform novels as fostering feeling for fellow
citizens or for specific causes. This volume argues that Gilded Age fiction refocuses attention on the
unstable emotions that continue to shape our relation to politics as such.
  political paralysis in the gilded age: AP* U.S. History Review and Study Guide for American
Pageant 12th edition Mill Hill Books,
  political paralysis in the gilded age: 10 Steps to Repair American Democracy Steven Hill,
2015-12-03 In 10 Steps to Repair American Democracy Steven Hill addresses the problems plaguing
the US political system, outlining his ten-step program to improve American democracy. He
proposes specific reforms to give voters more choices at the ballot box, boost voter turnout, reduce
Senate 'filibustering' and end excessive corporate dominance. In the face of mounting cynicism
about the US political system, 10 Steps to Repair American Democracy is a refreshing blueprint for
how to resurrect the Founders' democratic vision. It will change the way you think about US politics.
  political paralysis in the gilded age: Henry George and the Crisis of Inequality Edward
O'Donnell, 2015-06-09 America's remarkable explosion of industrial output and national wealth at
the end of the nineteenth century was matched by a troubling rise in poverty and worker unrest. As
politicians and intellectuals fought over the causes of this crisis, Henry George (1839–1897)
published a radical critique of laissez-faire capitalism and its threat to the nation's republican
traditions. Progress and Poverty (1879), which became a surprise best-seller, offered a provocative
solution for preserving these traditions while preventing the amassing of wealth in the hands of the
few: a single tax on land values. George's writings and years of social activism almost won him the
mayor's seat in New York City in 1886. Though he lost the election, his ideas proved instrumental to
shaping a popular progressivism that remains essential to tackling inequality today. Edward T.
O'Donnell's exploration of George's life and times merges labor, ethnic, intellectual, and political
history to illuminate the early militant labor movement in New York during the Gilded Age. He
locates in George's rise to prominence the beginning of a larger effort by American workers to
regain control of the workplace and obtain economic security and opportunity. The Gilded Age was
the first but by no means the last era in which Americans confronted the mixed outcomes of modern
capitalism. George's accessible, forward-thinking ideas on democracy, equality, and freedom have
tremendous value for contemporary debates over the future of unions, corporate power, Wall Street
recklessness, government regulation, and political polarization.
  political paralysis in the gilded age: History of U.S. Political Parties: 1860-1910 : the gilded
age of politics , 2002
  political paralysis in the gilded age: The Paralysis of Analysis in African American Studies
Stephen Ferguson II, 2023-09-21 Stephen C. Ferguson II provides a philosophical examination of
Black popular culture for the first time. From extensive discussion of the philosophy and political
economy of Hip-Hop music through to a developed exploration of the influence of the
postmodernism-poststructuralist ideology on African American studies, he argues how



postmodernism ideology plays a seminal role in justifying the relationship between corporate
capitalism and Black popular culture. Chapters cover topics such as cultural populism, capitalism
and Black liberation, the philosophy of Hip-Hop music, and Harold Cruse's influence on the “cultural
turn” in African American studies. Ferguson combines case studies of past and contemporary Black
cultural and intellectual productions with a Marxist ideological critique to provide a cutting edge
reflection on the economic structure in which Black popular culture emerged. He highlights the
contradictions that are central to the juxtaposition of Black cultural artists as political participants in
socioeconomic struggle and the political participants who perform the rigorous task of social
criticism. Adopting capitalism as an explanatory framework, Ferguson investigates the relationship
between postmodernism as social theory, current manifestations of Black popular culture, and the
theoretical work of Black thinkers and scholars to demonstrate how African American studies have
been shaped.
  political paralysis in the gilded age: Since 1865 Kennedy, David M. Kennedy, Lizabeth
Cohen, Professor Thomas Andrew Bailey, Mel Piehl, 2003-03 The Brief American Pageant retains the
vivid chronological narrative of its full-length counterpart, focusing on the great public debates that
have dominated American history. Engaging features draw students into the narrative, improving
comprehension and increasing their interest in the material. Varying Viewpoints features explore the
scholarly debates surrounding major historical issues, while Makers of America essays focus on the
diverse ethnic, racial, and activist groups that compose America's pluralistic society.
  political paralysis in the gilded age: Working People of California Daniel Cornford,
2023-11-15 From the California Indians who labored in the Spanish missions to the immigrant
workers on Silicon Valley's high-tech assembly lines, California's work force has had a complex and
turbulent past, marked by some of the sharpest and most significant battles fought by America's
working people. This anthology presents the work of scholars who are forging a new brand of social
history—one that reflects the diversity of California's labor force by paying close attention to the
multicultural and gendered aspects of the past. Readers will discover a refreshing chronological
breadth to this volume, as well as a balanced examination of both rural and urban communities.
Daniel Cornford's excellent general introduction provides essential historical background while his
brief introductions to each chapter situate the essays in their larger contexts. A list of further
readings appears at the end of each chapter. This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program,
which commemorates University of California Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest
minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived
makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand
technology. This title was originally published in 1995.
  political paralysis in the gilded age: Pinched Don Peck, 2011-08-09 The Great Recession is
not done with us yet. While the most acute part of the economic crisis is past, the recession's most
significant impact on American life still lies in the future. The personal, social, and cultural changes
that result from severe economic shocks build and manifest themselves only slowly. But history
shows us that, ultimately, shocks this severe profoundly alter the character of society. Don Peck’s
Pinched, a fascinating and harrowing exploration of our dramatic economic climate, keenly observes
how the recession has changed the places we live, the work we do, and even who we are—and
details the transformations that are yet to come. Every class and every generation will be affected:
newly minted college graduates, blue-collar men, affluent professionals, exurban families, elite
financiers, inner city youth, middle-class retirees. This was not an ordinary recession, and ordinary
responses will not fully end it. The crash has shifted the course of the economy. In its aftermath, the
middle class is shrinking faster, wealth is becoming more concentrated, twenty-somethings are
sinking, and working-class families and communities are changing in unsavory ways. We sit today
between two eras, buffeted, anxious, and uncertain of the future. Through vivid reporting and lucid
argument, Peck helps us make sense of how our society has changed, and why so many people are
still struggling. The answers to these questions reveal a new way forward for America. The country
has endured periods like this one before, and has emerged all the stronger from them; adaptation



and reinvention have been perhaps the nation’s best and most enduring traits. The time is ripe for
another such reinvention. Pinched lays out the principles and public actions that can help us pull it
off.
  political paralysis in the gilded age: The Path to Paralysis Donald G. Nieman, 2024-10-15
How did the world’s oldest democracy lose its mojo? How did we get to a point where we face
existential crises like climate change yet leaders can’t agree that there’s a problem let alone develop
solutions? Political leaders bear some of the responsibility. Newt Gingrich, Sarah Palin and Donald
Trump, to name a few, have shattered political norms and transformed our politics into a free-for-all
in which personal attacks, appeals to bigotry and fear, disregard for truth, and disdain for governing
have become the norm. But they are more a symptom than the cause. The Path to Paralysis examines
changes in political culture during the past 60 years – conflict over race, religion and gender;
wrenching economic changes and growing concentration of wealth; the end of the Cold War;
hardening regional divisions; and dramatic changes in communications – that made Donald Trump
possible, if not inevitable. Long in the making, these cross-currents came together in the early 21st
century – as the United States experienced the deepest recession since the 1930s and elected its
first Black president – to create the perfect storm. The result was toxic and deeply polarised politics
that threatened the existence of constitutional government.
  political paralysis in the gilded age: A Companion to the Gilded Age and Progressive Era
Christopher McKnight Nichols, Nancy C. Unger, 2022-06-15 A Companion to the Gilded Age and
Progressive Era presents a collection of new historiographic essays covering the years between 1877
and 1920, a period which saw the U.S. emerge from the ashes of Reconstruction to become a world
power. The single, definitive resource for the latest state of knowledge relating to the history and
historiography of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era Features contributions by leading scholars in a
wide range of relevant specialties Coverage of the period includes geographic, social, cultural,
economic, political, diplomatic, ethnic, racial, gendered, religious, global, and ecological themes and
approaches In today’s era, often referred to as a “second Gilded Age,” this book offers relevant
historical analysis of the factors that helped create contemporary society Fills an important
chronological gap in period-based American history collections
  political paralysis in the gilded age: Moderates David S. Brown, 2016-10-25 The fierce
polarization of contemporary politics has encouraged Americans to read back into their nation’s past
a perpetual ideological struggle between liberals and conservatives. However, in this timely book,
David S. Brown advances an original interpretation that stresses the critical role of moderate
statesmen, ideas, and alliances in making our political system work. Beginning with John Adams and
including such key figures as Abraham Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Henry Cabot Lodge Jr., and Bill
Clinton, Brown charts the vital if uneven progress of centrism through the centuries. Moderate
opposition to both New England and southern secessionists during the early republic and later
resistance to industrial oligarchy and the modern Sunbelt right are part of this persuasion’s
far-reaching legacy. Time and again moderates, operating under a broad canopy of coalitions, have
come together to reshape the nation’s electoral landscape. Today’s bitter partisanship encourages us
to deny that such a moderate tradition is part of our historical development — one dating back to the
Constitutional Convention. Brown offers a less polemical and far more compelling assessment of our
politics.
  political paralysis in the gilded age: President-Making in the Gilded Age Stan M. Haynes,
2015-11-27 Nominating conventions were the highlight of presidential elections in the Gilded Age,
an era when there were no primaries, no debates and nominees did little active campaigning. Unlike
modern conventions, the outcomes were not so seemingly predetermined. Historians consider the
late 19th century an era of political corruption, when party bosses controlled the conventions and
chose the nominees. Yet the candidates nominated by both Republicans and Democrats during this
period won despite the opposition of the bosses, and were opposed by them once in office. This book
analyzes the pageantry, drama, speeches, strategies, platforms, deal-making and often surprising
outcomes of the presidential nominating conventions of the Gilded Age, debunking many



wildely-held beliefs about politics in a much-maligned era.
  political paralysis in the gilded age: Wrong and Dangerous Garrett Epps, 2012-09-16 The
primary purpose of the United States Constitution is to limit Congress. There is no separation of
church and state. The Second Amendment allows citizens to threaten the government. These are just
a few of the myths about our constitution peddled by the Far Right—a toxic coalition of Fox News
talking heads, radio hosts, angry “patriot” groups, and power-hungry Tea Party politicians.
Well-funded, loud, and unscrupulous, they are trying to do to America’s founding document what
they have done to global warming and evolution—wipe out the facts and substitute partisan myth. In
the process, they seek to cripple the right of We the People to govern ourselves. In Wrong and
Dangerous, legal scholar Garrett Epps provides the tools needed to fight back against the flood of
constitutional nonsense. In terms every citizen can understand, he tackles ten of the most prevalent
myths, providing a clear grasp of the Constitution and the government it established.
  political paralysis in the gilded age: The American Spirit David M. Kennedy, Thomas
Andrew Bailey, 2001-11 Presents the social and political history of the United States through
contemporary source materials from the era of Reconstruction to the present day.
  political paralysis in the gilded age: The Concise Princeton Encyclopedia of American
Political History Michael Kazin, Rebecca Edwards, Adam Rothman, 2011-08-08 An essential guide
to U.S. politics, from the founding to today With 150 accessible articles written by more than 130
leading experts, this essential reference provides authoritative introductions to some of the most
important and talked-about topics in American history and politics, from the founding to today.
Abridged from the acclaimed Princeton Encyclopedia of American Political History, this is the only
single-volume encyclopedia that provides comprehensive coverage of both the traditional topics of
U.S. political history and the broader forces that shape American politics--including economics,
religion, social movements, race, class, and gender. Fully indexed and cross-referenced, each entry
provides crucial context, expert analysis, informed perspectives, and suggestions for further
reading. Contributors include Dean Baker, Lewis Gould, Alex Keyssar, James Kloppenberg, Patricia
Nelson Limerick, Lisa McGirr, Jack Rakove, Nick Salvatore, Stephen Skowronek, Jeremi Suri, Julian
Zelizer, and many more. Entries cover: Key political periods, from the founding to today Political
institutions, major parties, and founding documents The broader forces that shape U.S. politics, from
economics, religion, and social movements to race, class, and gender Ideas, philosophies, and
movements The political history and influence of geographic regions
  political paralysis in the gilded age: AP* U.S. History Review and Study Guide for
American Pageant 14th edition Mill Hill Books,
  political paralysis in the gilded age: Covering Clinton Joseph R. Hayden, 2001-11-30 The end
of the 1990s saw increasing criticism of the media's treatment of the scandals in Washington. Critics
complained that journalists either had not covered the political crisis well, that they had bungled it,
or that they had simply blown it out of proportion. Some went so far as to call the situation
Pressgate. As Hayden points out, however, the larger question remained: What was Clinton's overall
relationship with the media? Hayden examines presidential-press relationships in the 1990s,
focusing first on the 1992 campaign, then on issues and events over Clinton's two terms. He
analyzes the press response to the programs of the Clinton era as well as the scandals, the roles of
consultants like James Carville, the effectiveness of various press secretaries, and the use of
pollsters like Dick Morris. He also examines the fate of the First Amendment in the 1990s and how
Clinton responded to freedom of expression concerns. This analysis will be of interest to media
specialists as well as the general public concerned with contemporary Washington politics and
journalism.
  political paralysis in the gilded age: China's Gilded Age Yuen Yuen Ang, 2020-05-28
Unbundles corruption into different types, examining corruption as access money in China through a
comparative-historical lens.
  political paralysis in the gilded age: Phoenix David Stuttard, 2021-05-04 A Times Literary
Supplement Best Book of the Year A vivid, novelistic history of the rise of Athens from relative



obscurity to the edge of its golden age, told through the lives of Miltiades and Cimon, the father and
son whose defiance of Persia vaulted Athens to a leading place in the Greek world. When we think of
ancient Greece we think first of Athens: its power, prestige, and revolutionary impact on art,
philosophy, and politics. But on the verge of the fifth century BCE, only fifty years before its zenith,
Athens was just another Greek city-state in the shadow of Sparta. It would take a catastrophe, the
Persian invasions, to push Athens to the fore. In Phoenix, David Stuttard traces Athens’s rise
through the lives of two men who spearheaded resistance to Persia: Miltiades, hero of the Battle of
Marathon, and his son Cimon, Athens’s dominant leader before Pericles. Miltiades’s career was
checkered. An Athenian provincial overlord forced into Persian vassalage, he joined a rebellion
against the Persians then fled Great King Darius’s retaliation. Miltiades would later die in prison.
But before that, he led Athens to victory over the invading Persians at Marathon. Cimon entered
history when the Persians returned; he responded by encouraging a tactical evacuation of Athens as
a prelude to decisive victory at sea. Over the next decades, while Greek city-states squabbled,
Athens revitalized under Cimon’s inspired leadership. The city vaulted to the head of a powerful
empire and the threshold of a golden age. Cimon proved not only an able strategist and
administrator but also a peacemaker, whose policies stabilized Athens’s relationship with Sparta.
The period preceding Athens’s golden age is rarely described in detail. Stuttard tells the tale with
narrative power and historical acumen, recreating vividly the turbulent world of the Eastern
Mediterranean in one of its most decisive periods.
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