political parties vs interest groups

political parties vs interest groups are two fundamental components of the political landscape in
many democratic societies. While both entities seek to influence government policy and decision-
making, they differ significantly in their structure, functions, and objectives. Political parties aim to
gain control of government by winning elections and holding public office, whereas interest groups
focus on advocating for specific issues or causes without seeking elected office. Understanding the
distinctions and similarities between political parties and interest groups is crucial for comprehending
how political influence is exercised in modern democracies. This article explores the definitions, roles,
strategies, and impacts of political parties versus interest groups, providing a detailed comparison to
clarify their respective contributions to the political process. The following sections will guide readers
through the key aspects of each entity and highlight how they interact within the political system.
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Definitions and Basic Characteristics

What Are Political Parties?

Political parties are organized groups of individuals who share common political beliefs and goals,
with the primary objective of gaining political power through elections. They seek to nominate
candidates for public office, mobilize voters, and implement policies aligned with their ideological
stance. Political parties often present a broad platform that addresses a wide range of issues to
attract a diverse electorate.

What Are Interest Groups?

Interest groups, also known as advocacy groups or special interest groups, are organizations that
focus on promoting specific causes, issues, or interests. Unlike political parties, interest groups do not
run candidates for office but instead aim to influence public policy and decision-makers through
lobbying, public campaigns, and other forms of advocacy. They represent more concentrated
interests, such as environmental protection, business interests, or civil rights.



Objectives and Functions

Primary Goals of Political Parties

The main goal of political parties is to win elections and govern. This involves developing
comprehensive policy platforms, recruiting candidates, and building voter coalitions. Political parties
serve as a bridge between the public and the government, facilitating political participation and
organizing government functions once in power.

Key Functions of Interest Groups

Interest groups focus on influencing legislation and public policy related to their specific interests.
They gather and disseminate information, lobby legislators, mobilize public opinion, and sometimes
engage in litigation. Their goal is to ensure that the concerns of their members or causes are
addressed by policymakers, regardless of which political party is in power.

Organizational Structure and Membership

Political Party Organization

Political parties typically have a hierarchical and broad organizational structure, including local, state,
and national levels. They maintain extensive membership bases, including elected officials, party
leaders, activists, and general supporters. Party organizations coordinate election campaigns,
fundraising, and policy development.

Interest Group Formation and Membership

Interest groups usually have a more focused and specialized membership that shares a common
interest or goal. Their organizational structure can vary from formal institutions with paid staff and
large memberships to loosely organized networks. Membership often includes individuals,
corporations, unions, or advocacy professionals dedicated to the group’s cause.

Methods of Influence

How Political Parties Influence Policy

Political parties influence policy primarily by winning elections and controlling government positions.
Once in office, they enact laws and implement policies that align with their platforms. Parties also
shape political discourse and public opinion through campaigns and media outreach.



Techniques Used by Interest Groups

Interest groups employ a variety of methods to exert influence, including:
e Lobbying government officials and legislators to advocate for specific policies.
e Conducting research and providing expert information to policymakers.
e Organizing public demonstrations and awareness campaigns.
e Engaging in litigation to influence legal interpretations and policy outcomes.

* Mobilizing members and the public to contact elected representatives.

Role in the Political Process

The Role of Political Parties in Elections

Political parties are central to the electoral process. They recruit and nominate candidates, organize
campaigns, mobilize voters, and often serve as the primary means by which voters identify choices in
elections. Parties help structure political debates and facilitate the formation of governments.

The Role of Interest Groups in Policymaking

Interest groups play a critical role in shaping policy decisions by providing specialized knowledge and
representing specific interests. They act as intermediaries between the public and policymakers,
ensuring that diverse viewpoints are considered. Although they do not participate directly in elections,
their influence can be significant through lobbying and advocacy efforts.

Examples and Case Studies

Examples of Political Parties

Examples of political parties include the Democratic and Republican parties in the United States, the
Conservative and Labour parties in the United Kingdom, and many others worldwide. These parties
cover a broad spectrum of ideologies and policy priorities, competing to govern and implement their
agendas.



Examples of Interest Groups

Prominent interest groups include the National Rifle Association (NRA), the Sierra Club, the American
Medical Association (AMA), and labor unions such as the AFL-CIO. Each focuses on specific issues such
as gun rights, environmental protection, healthcare, or workers’ rights, respectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary difference between political parties and
interest groups?

Political parties aim to gain control of government by winning elections and running candidates, while
interest groups seek to influence government policies without directly seeking election.

How do political parties contribute to the democratic process
compared to interest groups?

Political parties organize elections, develop policy platforms, and provide choices for voters, whereas
interest groups focus on advocating specific issues and influencing policymakers.

Can interest groups become political parties?

Yes, some interest groups evolve into political parties if they expand their agenda and seek to win
elections, but most remain focused on advocacy rather than running candidates.

What role do interest groups play in shaping party platforms?

Interest groups lobby political parties to include their preferred policies in party platforms, thereby
influencing the priorities and positions of political parties.

How do funding strategies differ between political parties and
interest groups?

Political parties raise funds primarily to support candidates and campaigns, while interest groups
collect funds to lobby, educate, and advocate for specific issues.

Are members of interest groups typically voters or party
members?

Members of interest groups can be voters, activists, or specialists interested in specific issues, and
they may belong to any political party or none at all.

How do political parties and interest groups influence



legislation differently?

Political parties influence legislation by electing lawmakers who share their platform, while interest
groups use lobbying, advocacy, and public campaigns to persuade legislators.

Do interest groups have a role in election campaigns like
political parties?

Interest groups often support candidates aligned with their interests through endorsements and
funding but do not typically run their own candidates like political parties.

Why are interest groups considered important for pluralism in
politics alongside political parties?

Interest groups represent diverse and specialized interests, providing multiple channels for citizen
participation and ensuring that various viewpoints influence the political process beyond party lines.

Additional Resources

1. Political Parties and Interest Groups: Bridging the Divide

This book explores the often complex relationship between political parties and interest groups. It
examines how these entities influence policy-making and electoral outcomes in democratic systems.
The author provides comparative analyses from various countries, highlighting their cooperative and
competitive dynamics. Readers gain insight into the strategic interactions and the impact on political
representation.

2. Interest Groups in American Politics: Actors and Influences

Focusing on the United States, this text delves into the role of interest groups in shaping public policy
and political agendas. It contrasts their functions with those of political parties, detailing how each
entity mobilizes support and resources. The book also discusses lobbying, campaign finance, and
grassroots activism as tools used by interest groups. It is an essential read for understanding the
pluralist nature of American politics.

3. The Political Party-Interest Group Nexus

This volume investigates the interconnectedness between political parties and interest groups,
spotlighting their mutual dependencies. Case studies illustrate how interest groups can act as
extensions of parties or as independent influencers. The author analyzes the benefits and conflicts
arising from these relationships, considering implications for democratic governance and
accountability.

4. From Lobbying to Legislation: Interest Groups and Political Parties

Examining the pathways from interest group advocacy to legislative outcomes, this book highlights
the strategies used to influence political parties. It discusses coalition-building, electoral
endorsements, and policy negotiations. The text also addresses regulatory frameworks governing
interactions between parties and interest groups, emphasizing transparency and ethics.

5. Political Parties vs Interest Groups: Competing for Power
This book presents a critical comparison between political parties and interest groups as competing



forces within the political arena. It analyzes their differing goals, organizational structures, and
methods of engagement with the electorate and policymakers. The author argues that while both
seek influence, their approaches and impacts on democracy vary significantly.

6. The Dynamics of Political Representation: Parties and Interest Groups

Focusing on the concept of political representation, this book explores how political parties and
interest groups articulate and aggregate public interests. It assesses their effectiveness in promoting
citizen participation and policy responsiveness. Through theoretical frameworks and empirical data,
the text elucidates the challenges each faces in fulfilling representative roles.

7. Interest Groups, Political Parties, and Policy Making in Democracies

This comprehensive study covers the roles of interest groups and political parties in democratic
policy-making processes. It investigates how these organizations compete and collaborate to shape
legislation and public opinion. The author also highlights the impact of institutional designs on their
interactions and influence.

8. Lobbying, Campaigns, and Political Parties: Understanding the Interplay

This book examines the critical intersections of lobbying efforts, electoral campaigns, and political
party strategies. It provides insights into how interest groups support or oppose parties through
funding, endorsements, and mobilization. The text further discusses the ethical considerations and
regulatory challenges inherent in these relationships.

9. The Evolution of Political Parties and Interest Groups: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives
Tracing the historical development of political parties and interest groups, this book offers a
longitudinal view of their evolving roles and interactions. It explores how changing social, economic,
and technological contexts have reshaped their functions and strategies. The author provides a
nuanced understanding of their current relevance and future trajectories in political systems
worldwide.
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political parties vs interest groups: Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Elections
Britannica Educational Publishing, 2012-06-01 Divergence in opinions, beliefs, and interests is a

fundamental aspect of every society. Such plurality often spurs the development of various factions
and groups, each seeking to attain its objectives through political and governmental action. Whereas
elected officials exercise political power directly, interest groups often operate behind the scenes,
lobbying for policy changes that benefit their cause. Readers discover how the general populace
influences the way it is governed via political parties, interest groups, and elections within the
framework of various forms of government.
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Haugsgjerd Allern, 2024-10-31 How do today's political parties relate to other organisations? Do
they prefer rather distant relationships with a wide range of interest groups - or have they virtually
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detached themselves from civil society altogether? Scholars seem to agree that traditionally close
relationships - such as those between social democratic parties and trade unions - have grown
weaker since the 1960s. But to date only limited systematic research has been conducted. While
parties and interest groups attract a great deal of attention from political scientists, the links
between them have been largely overlooked. This book is an attempt to bridge the gap, starting from
the party side of the relationship. It throws new light on the topic by presenting a theory-driven,
comprehensive study of Norway's seven major political parties and their relationships with interest
groups at the beginning of the new millennium. Based on original and extensive data, including
party documents, in-depth interviews with key players and a survey of national party elites, Elin
Haugsgjerd Allern paints a nuanced picture of the nature and significance of these relationships and
the factors that shape them. A major conclusion is that Norway's parties tend to maintain rather
distant but wide-ranging relationships with interest groups today. However, some parties still have
fairly strong links with their traditional associates and a narrower network of links with other
groups. Hence, Allern also shows that significant differences exist between parties that are
apparently exposed to the same social, political and institutional environment.

political parties vs interest groups: The Oxford Handbook of American Political Parties and
Interest Groups L. Sandy Maisel, Jeffrey M. Berry, 2012-01-12 The Oxford Handbooks of American
Politics are the essential guide to the study of American political life in the 21st Century. With
engaging new contributions from the major figures in the field of political parties and interest
groups this Handbook is a key point of reference for anyone working in American Politics today.

political parties vs interest groups: Gale Researcher Guide for: Political Parties and Interest
Groups Trent Rose, 2018-08-30 Gale Researcher Guide for: Political Parties and Interest Groups is
selected from Gale's academic platform Gale Researcher. These study guides provide peer-reviewed
articles that allow students early success in finding scholarly materials and to gain the confidence
and vocabulary needed to pursue deeper research.

political parties vs interest groups: Political Parties, Pressure Groups and Social
Movements Dr. Ram Ayodhya Singh, 2021-09-15 A political party is a political organization that
typically seeks to influence government policy, usually by nominating their own candidates and
trying to seat them in political office. Parties participate in electoral campaigns and educational
outreach or protest actions. Parties often espouse an expressed ideology or vision bolstered by a
written platform with specific goals, forming a coalition among disparate interests. An advocacy
group is a group or an organization which tries to influence the government but does not hold power
in the government. A single-issue group may form in response to a particular issue area sometimes
in response to a single event or threat. Some have developed into important social, political
institutions or social movements. Some powerful Lobby groups have been accused of manipulating
the democratic system for narrow commercial gain and in some instances have been found guilty of
corruption, fraud, bribery and other serious crimes; lobbying has become increasingly regulated as a
result. Some groups, generally ones with less financial resources, may use direct action and civil
disobedience and in some cases are accused of being a threat to the social order or ‘domestic
extremists. Research is beginning to explore how advocacy groups use social media to facilitate civic
engagement and collective action. Contents: * Political Parties ¢ The Role of Political Parties in
Constitutionalising Governance ¢ The Systemic Role of Parties and Interest Groups * Functions of
Pressure Groups * Growth of Pressure Groups ¢ Legal Representation of Interests ¢ Social
Movement ¢ Social Movement in India

political parties vs interest groups: Foundations of Political Science Rohan Bhattacharya,
2025-02-20 Foundations of Political Science delves into the intricate realms of politics, governance,
ideologies, and global dynamics. This comprehensive guide is an invaluable resource for students,
scholars, and enthusiasts seeking a deeper understanding of political science. We begin with a solid
foundation in political theory, elucidating key concepts such as sovereignty, democracy,
authoritarianism, and political ideologies like liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and communism.
We introduce diverse forms of government, from democracies to theocracies, exploring each



system's nuances and societal implications. Moving forward, we navigate global politics, addressing
globalization, international relations, diplomacy, and global governance. We examine states,
international organizations, and non-state actors' roles in shaping the geopolitical landscape and
tackling global challenges like climate change, security threats, and economic interdependence.
Exploring political institutions, public policy, and governance mechanisms, we provide insights into
decision-making, policy implementation, and political actions' societal impact. Civil rights, public
participation, and the media's role in political communication are highlighted, emphasizing political
engagement and citizen empowerment. Additionally, we delve into contemporary issues such as
digital politics, social movements, environmental politics, and human rights, reflecting political
science's evolving nature.

political parties vs interest groups: Political Parties in Western Democracies Leon D.
Epstein, What chiefly distinguishes this work is the inclusion of considerable material on American
partics in a comparative context to the analysis of British, Scandinavian, European, Canadian,
Australian and New Zealand political parties.

political parties vs interest groups: Interest Groups in American Politics Anthony ]J. Nownes,
2013 Americans rail against so-called special interests but at the same time many members of
society are themselves represented in one form or another by organized groups trying to affect the
policymaking progress. This concise but thorough text demonstrates that interest groups are
involved in the political system at all levels of government e federal, state, and local e and in all
aspects of political activity, from election campaigns to agenda setting to lawmaking to policy
implementation. Rather than an anomaly or distortion of the political system, it is a normal and
healthy function of a pluralist society and democratic governance. Nonetheless, Nownes warns of
the dangers of unwatched interest group activity, especially in the realms of the electoral process
and issue advocacy. Interest Groups in American Politics, Second Edition, is grounded by the role of
information in interest group activity, a theme that runs through the entire book. This much
anticipated revision of Nownese(tm)s text retains a student friendly tone and thoroughly updates the
references to interest group research, as well as adds a new chapter on the connections between
interest groups and political parties. Numerous figures and tables throughout the book help students
visualize important trends and information.

political parties vs interest groups: Democracy in California Brian P. Janiskee, Ken Masugi,
2004-02-23 In Democracy in California: Government and Politics in the Golden State, Brian P.
Janiskee and Ken Masugi clearly explain the politics and character of California's governmental
institutions and the dynamics affecting the lives of its citizens. The Post-Recall Edition is updated
throughout and includes a special discussion of the effects of the unprecedented recall election. In
addition to thorough coverage of California's constitution and development, this book also examines
each branch of government as well as local systems. As Janiskee and Masugi explore the nature of
public opinion, parties, and campaigns, they show the effects that the state's diverse population has
on all levels of politics and government. Perfect for courses in American government and state and
local politics, Democracy in California is a succinct guide to the governmental intricacies of our
nation's most populous state.

political parties vs interest groups: The Interest Group Society Jeffrey M. Berry, Clyde
Wilcox, 2018-02-19 Considered the gold standard on interest group politics, this widely-used text
analyzes interest groups within the intuitive framework of democratic theory, enabling readers to
understand the workings of interest groups within the larger context of our political system.
Comprehensive coverage includes not only the traditional farm, labor, and trade associations, but
also citizen groups, public interest organizations, corporations, and public interest firms Brief in
page count yet comprehensive in coverage, the book is flexible for different class settings. The
book's rich content and lean size allows it to stand alone as the centerpiece of a course, or be
assigned as one of several texts. New to the Sixth Edition Updates the role of money in interest
group activity following the Citizens United Supreme Court decision. Covers new interest group
actors including the Tea Party, Occupy, and others. Examines new developments in key interest



group arenas including health care and the environment. Looks at the role of social media in interest
groups. Adds a comparative look at interest group action, organization, and scholarship abroad.

political parties vs interest groups: Political Groups, Parties, and Organizations That Shaped
America Scott H. Ainsworth Ph.D., Brian M. Harward, 2019-07-19 This three-volume set explores the
multiple roles that parties and interest groups have played in American politics from the nation's
beginnings to the present. This set serves as an essential resource for analyzing the emergence and
impact of parties and interest groups in the American political system and for understanding the
systematic and structural bases for interest group and party behavior. Volume One opens with an
introduction by the editors that provides a general overview of the eras and identifies important
themes and events, laying a foundation on which the subsequent essays and primary documents for
each interest group or political party builds. Narrative essays focus on how specific parties or
interest groups have shaped or reflect a particular set of events or general themes in each of the
eras in American political history. Topical entries reflect key themes developed throughout the
volumes. Entries range from important founding groups and parties to contemporary political action
committees and policy advocacy groups. The set also includes primary source documents (e.g.,
letters, platform documents, court decisions, flyers, etc.) that reveal important dimensions of the
corresponding group's political influence.

political parties vs interest groups: American Government, Second Edition Timothy O. Lenz,
Mirya Holman, 2018-03-21 This exciting new book explores the role of government, politics, and
policy in American lives. Full of real life applications and scenarios, this text encourages and enables
political thinking. The second edition has been updated to include recent developments in U.S.
politics and government. This includes the description and analysis of the 2016 elections as well as
the early Trump administration. Chapters have expanded coverage of immigration policy,
environmental policy, economic policy, and global affairs (including counterterrorism policy). The
text also includes analysis of racial issues in contemporary American politics and law. It also
addresses questions about the state of the economy, jobs, and wages. Hyperlinks and URLs provide
deeper dives into various topics and examples of comparative politics.

political parties vs interest groups: Guide to U.S. Political Parties Marjorie R. Hershey,
2014-04-01 This one-volume reference presents the major conceptual approaches to the study of
U.S. political parties and the national party system, describing the organization and behavior of U.S.
political parties in thematic, narrative chapters that help undergraduate students better understand
party origins, historical development, and current operations. Further, it provides researchers with
in-depth analysis of important subtopics and connections to other aspects of politics. Key Features:
Thematic, narrative chapters, organized into six major parts, provide the context, as well as in-depth
analysis of the unique system of party politics in the United States. Top analysts of party politics
provide insightful chapters that explore how and why the U.S. parties have changed over time,
including major organizational transformations by the parties, behavioral changes among candidates
and party activists, and attitudinal changes among their partisans in the electorate. The authors
discuss the way the traditional concept of formal party organizations gave way over time to a
candidate-centered model, fueled in part by changes in campaign finance, the rise of new
communication technologies, and fragmentation of the electorate. This book is an ideal reference for
students and researchers who want to develop a deeper understanding of the current challenges
faced by citizens of republican government in the United States.

political parties vs interest groups: State & National Parties & American Democracy Joel
Paddock, 2005 During the past fifty years American democracy has been transformed by the
collapse of non-ideological and decentralized traditional party organizations and also by the
emergence of more ideologically distinct and integrated service vendor parties and their allied
groups. In this book, Joel Paddock uses several original data sets to provide new insights into the
ways parties adapt to politics in the telecommunications age, growing interparty ideological
differences, the changing relationship between parties and interest groups, and party
nationalization. Well-suited for either graduate or undergraduate courses on political parties or



linkage institutions, this book provides a fresh perspective on party transformation and the American
democratic process.

political parties vs interest groups: The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Interest Groups,
Lobbying and Public Affairs Phil Harris, Alberto Bitonti, Craig S. Fleisher, Anne Skorkjeer
Binderkrantz, 2022-06-20 The growing need for a concise and comprehensive overview of the world
of interest groups, lobbying, and public affairs called for a compendium of existing research, key
theories, concepts, and case studies. This project is the first transnational encyclopedia to offer such
an interdisciplinary and wide overview of these topics, including perspectives on public relations,
crisis management, communication studies, as well as political science, political marketing, and
policy studies. It is an interdisciplinary work, which involved an extraordinary pool of contributors
made up of leading scholars and practitioners from all around the globe; it is a live and evolving
project focused on drawing together grounded international knowledge for our diverse and
developing world. The 200+ entries of the Palgrave Encyclopedia of Interest Groups, Lobbying and
Public Affairs (to be found as a live reference work online here, and in two print volumes in 2022)
address these research avenues, tackling a growing demand for a comprehensive international
reference work regarding key global sectors and policymaking structures, looking beyond the
traditional markets of Europe and North America to incorporate practice and research from Asia,
Africa, Oceania, and Latin America. This encyclopedia acts as a synthesis of existing research, and
aims to aid academics, students, and practitioners navigate their relevant fields around the globe.

political parties vs interest groups: CBSE Most Likely Question Bank Chapterwise Class 10

(2022 Exam) - Social Science with New Objective Paper Pattern, Reduced Syllabus Gurukul,
2021-06-15 Benefit from Chapter Wise & Section wise Question Bank Series for Class 10 CBSE

Board Examinations (2022) with our Most Likely CBSE Question Bank for Social Science. Subject
Wise books designed to prepare and practice effectively each subject at a time. Our Most Probable
Question Bank highlights the knowledge based and skill based questions such as mportant Terms &
Concepts, MCQs, Very Short Questions, Short Questions, Long Questions, Evaluation and Analysis
Based Questions, Case Based Questions, Assertion and Reasoning. Maps, Project Activity, etc. It
includes History, Geography, Political Science, and Economics. Our handbook will help you study
and practice well at home. How can you benefit from Gurukul Most Likely CBSE Social Science
Question Bank for 10th Class? Our handbook is strictly based on the latest syllabus prescribed by
the council and is categorized chapterwise topicwise to provide in depth knowledge of different
concept questions and their weightage to prepare you for Class 10th CBSE Board Examinations
2022. 1. Focussed on New Objective Paper Pattern Questions 2. Includes Solved Board Exam Paper
2020 for both Delhi and outside Delhi (Set 1-3) and Toppers Answers 2019 3. Previous Years Board
Question Papers Incorporated 4. Visual Interpretation as per latest CBSE Syllabus 5. Exam Oriented
Effective Study Material provided for Self Study 6. Chapter Summary for Easy & Quick Revision 7.
Having frequently asked questions from Compartment Paper, Foreign Paper, and latest Board Paper
8. Follows the Standard Marking Scheme of CBSE Board Our question bank also consists of
numerous tips and tools to improve study techniques for any exam paper. Students can create vision
boards to establish study schedules, and maintain study logs to measure their progress. With the
help of our handbook, students can also identify patterns in question types and structures, allowing
them to cultivate more efficient answering methods. Our book can also help in providing a
comprehensive overview of important topics in each subject, making it easier for students to solve
for the exams.

political parties vs interest groups: The Future of America's Political Parties Andrew
Busch, 2007-01-01 The Future of America's Political Parties tackles a question certain to occupy
citizens and students of politics for years to come: Where do the parties stand in relation to their
historic ideals, the voters, and each other? Specific issues include Democratic vulnerabilities on
moral values and national security, Republican disillusionment with 'compassionate conservatism',
the challenges of the new campaign finance regimen, the future of party organization, and the role
of cultural issues in the parties.



political parties vs interest groups: Political Parties in the New Europe Kurt Richard Luther,
Ferdinand Miiller-Rommel, 2002 The scope and intensity of the challenges currently faced by
western European political parties is exceptionally large, threatening the viability of the manner in
which they have traditionally operated and causing them to seek new behaviours and strategies.
This volume brings together some of the foremost scholars of European party politics, whose
evaluation of political parties in 'the new Europe' is organised under four broad headings: 'Parties
and Society'; 'Parties as Purposive Organisations'; 'Parties and National Government' and 'Parties,
the Nation State and Beyond'. The contributors review the latest empirical findings and provide a
concise, critical review of the theoretical and methodological 'state of the art'. They also highlight
the analytical challenges confronting party researchers and suggest new avenues for party research.

political parties vs interest groups: Interest Groups and Lobbying Thomas T. Holyoke,
2020-10-29 Interest Groups and Lobbying shows how political organizations and their lobbyists play
a crucial role in how policy is made in the United States. It cuts through the myths and
misconceptions about interest groups and lobbyists with an accessible and comprehensive text
supported by real world examples and the latest research. New to the Second Edition ¢ Fully
updates and expands the discussion of social media and other online activity engaged in by interest
groups, showing that they have become more sophisticated in their use of the internet - especially
social media - for keeping current members informed and for their advocacy work. « New case
studies on more recent advocacy efforts. * Updated data used in the book, including: ¢ Total number
and types of interest groups lobbying in Washington, DC ¢ Total number and types of interest groups
lobbying in the fifty states * Data on campaign contributions * Data on amicus briefs and case
sponsorship ¢ Data on stages of the lawmaking process where interest groups appear to lobby the
most * New data on revolving-door lobbyists

political parties vs interest groups: Radical or Redundant? Liam Weeks, 2011-11-30 While
the type of small political party In Ireland has varied, their fate, it seems, has not. Although some
enjoy a brief time in the sun, termination is the long-term prospects for all minor parties. The usual
pattern is a speedy ascent, an impact on the political system including a time in government,
followed by a prolonged termination. This book examines this pattern of evolution for minor, or
small, parties in Irish politics. As the Irish state has changed, so too have the types of parties that
have emerged. With the first-time entry of the Greens into government in 2007, their wipeout in
2011, the termination of the Progressive Democrats in 2009, and the failure of a new party to
emerge despite the on-going financial crisis, the time is ripe for this analysis.
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