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political parties of nigeria play a crucial role in shaping the country’s
democratic landscape. Nigeria, Africa’s most populous nation, has a vibrant
and diverse political system characterized by a multitude of parties
representing various ethnic, regional, and ideological interests.
Understanding the political parties of Nigeria is essential to grasp the
dynamics of its elections, governance, and policymaking. This article
explores the history, major and minor political parties, their ideologies,
and the electoral significance of these parties. Additionally, it examines
the challenges faced by political parties in Nigeria, including internal
democracy and electoral fairness. The discussion will also highlight the role
of political parties in Nigeria’s federal structure and democratic
development, providing a comprehensive overview of the nation’s political
party system.
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History of Political Parties in Nigeria

The political parties of Nigeria have evolved significantly since the
country’s independence from British colonial rule in 1960. The early
political landscape was dominated by parties that often reflected ethnic and
regional divisions, which shaped Nigeria’s political trajectory. The first
generation of political parties emerged in the 1950s, laying the foundation
for post-independence politics. Over the decades, the political party system
has undergone transformations influenced by military coups, civil war, and
transitions to civilian rule. The return to democracy in 1999 marked a new
era where political parties became central to electoral contests and
governance. Understanding this historical context is vital to appreciate the
current political party structure in Nigeria.

Pre-Independence Political Parties

Before Nigeria gained independence, political parties primarily formed around
ethnic and regional interests. Key parties included the National Council of
Nigeria and the Cameroons (NCNC), the Action Group (AG), and the Northern
People’s Congress (NPC). These parties played significant roles in the
nationalist movement and influenced the negotiations leading to independence.



Post-Independence and Military Interventions

After independence, political parties continued to reflect regional and
ethnic interests, which sometimes led to political instability. Several
military coups between 1966 and 1999 interrupted democratic governance,
during which political parties were banned or heavily regulated. The military
regimes often dissolved existing parties and established new ones to control
political participation.

Return to Civilian Rule and Modern Party System

The transition to civilian rule in 1999 restored the political party system,
with a new constitution allowing for multiparty democracy. Political parties
such as the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) and the All Progressives Congress
(APC) emerged as dominant forces in Nigerian politics, shaping contemporary
political competition.

Major Political Parties in Nigeria

The political parties of Nigeria today are dominated by a few major parties
that have nationwide influence and compete vigorously in national and state
elections. These parties represent broad coalitions and are instrumental in
determining the country’s political direction.

People’s Democratic Party (PDP)

The People’s Democratic Party (PDP) was formed in 1998 and quickly became
Nigeria’s dominant political party after the return to democracy in 1999. It
held the presidency continuously from 1999 to 2015 and has a broad support
base across Nigeria’s geopolitical zones. The PDP is known for its centrist
policies and focus on national unity.

All Progressives Congress (APC)

The All Progressives Congress (APC) was established in 2013 as a merger of
several opposition parties. It successfully unseated the PDP in the 2015
general elections, marking a significant shift in Nigeria’s political
landscape. The APC emphasizes anti-corruption, economic reform, and security
policies.

Other Significant Parties

Besides the PDP and APC, other political parties occasionally impact Nigerian
elections, though they generally have less influence at the national level.
These include:

All Progressives Grand Alliance (APGA)

Social Democratic Party (SDP)

Labour Party (LP)



National Conscience Party (NCP)

Minor and Regional Political Parties

While the major political parties dominate Nigeria’s political scene, there
are numerous minor and regional parties that represent specific ethnic
groups, regions, or political interests. These parties often influence state-
level politics and can play pivotal roles in coalition-building during
elections.

Regional Influence of Political Parties

Some political parties in Nigeria have strong regional bases, advocating for
the interests of particular ethnic or geopolitical zones. For example, the
All Progressives Grand Alliance (APGA) has substantial influence in the
southeastern part of Nigeria, particularly among the Igbo population.

Role of Minor Parties in Elections

Minor political parties sometimes act as kingmakers in closely contested
elections by forming alliances with major parties or by influencing voter
turnout in specific constituencies. Despite limited resources and national
reach, these parties contribute to Nigeria's pluralistic political
environment.

Ideologies and Objectives of Nigerian Political
Parties

The political parties of Nigeria encompass a range of ideologies and policy
objectives, though many tend to prioritize pragmatic considerations such as
ethnic representation, patronage, and regional interests over strict
ideological commitments. Understanding these ideologies helps clarify the
parties’ electoral strategies and governance priorities.

Centrist and Broad-Based Policies

Major parties like the PDP and APC often adopt centrist policies aimed at
appealing to a wide electorate across Nigeria’s diverse population. Their
platforms typically emphasize national unity, economic development, security,
and anti-corruption measures.

Ethnic and Regional Advocacy

Some political parties focus on the interests of specific ethnic groups or
regions, promoting policies that address local concerns such as resource
control, cultural preservation, and regional development.



Social and Economic Policies

While economic and social policies vary, there is often an emphasis on
improving infrastructure, education, healthcare, and job creation. Parties
also debate approaches to managing Nigeria’s oil wealth and diversifying the
economy.

Challenges Facing Political Parties in Nigeria

The political parties of Nigeria face numerous challenges that affect their
effectiveness and the overall quality of Nigeria’s democracy. These
challenges include internal party democracy, electoral malpractices, funding
issues, and the influence of ethnicity and religion.

Internal Democracy and Leadership

Many Nigerian political parties struggle with ensuring transparent and
democratic processes within their organizations. Leadership disputes and the
concentration of power among party elites often undermine party cohesion and
public trust.

Electoral Irregularities

Election-related challenges such as vote-buying, intimidation, and ballot
rigging have been persistent issues that affect political parties’
credibility and the fairness of elections in Nigeria.

Funding and Resource Constraints

Political parties often face difficulties in securing adequate funding,
leading to reliance on wealthy individuals or interest groups. This can skew
party priorities and limit grassroots participation.

Ethnic and Religious Divisions

Ethnic and religious affiliations sometimes dominate party politics, leading
to polarization and hindering the development of issue-based political
competition.

The Role of Political Parties in Nigeria’s
Democracy

The political parties of Nigeria are central to the functioning of the
country’s democracy. They serve as instruments for political participation,
representation, and governance, shaping policy and holding leaders
accountable.



Facilitating Electoral Competition

Political parties organize electoral contests, mobilize voters, and provide
candidates for public office. They offer Nigerians choices in governance and
policy direction through competitive elections.

Policy Formulation and Governance

Parties develop policy platforms and, when in government, implement programs
that affect national development. They also serve as opposition voices that
scrutinize government actions.

Promoting National Integration

Despite challenges, political parties have the potential to bridge Nigeria’s
ethnic and regional divides by fostering inclusive politics and national
dialogue.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the major political parties in Nigeria?

The major political parties in Nigeria are the All Progressives Congress
(APC) and the People's Democratic Party (PDP).

When was the All Progressives Congress (APC) formed?

The All Progressives Congress (APC) was formed in February 2013 as a merger
of four opposition parties.

Which political party has ruled Nigeria the longest
since independence?

The People's Democratic Party (PDP) ruled Nigeria the longest since civilian
rule was restored in 1999 until 2015.

How does Nigeria's multi-party system work?

Nigeria operates a multi-party system where multiple political parties
compete in elections, but the APC and PDP are dominant.

What role do regional and ethnic affiliations play in
Nigerian political parties?

Regional and ethnic affiliations significantly influence Nigerian political
parties, often shaping party support bases and candidate selections.



Are there any emerging political parties challenging
the dominance of APC and PDP?

Yes, parties like the Labour Party (LP) and the New Nigeria Peoples Party
(NNPP) have been gaining attention as emerging alternatives.

How do political parties in Nigeria select their
presidential candidates?

Political parties in Nigeria select their presidential candidates through
primary elections, where party members vote for their preferred candidate.

Additional Resources
1. The Evolution of Political Parties in Nigeria
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the formation and development
of political parties in Nigeria from the colonial era to the present day. It
explores the socio-political dynamics that have influenced party ideologies
and alignments. Readers gain insight into how historical events shaped the
multi-party system in Nigeria.

2. Party Politics and Democracy in Nigeria
Focusing on the relationship between political parties and democratic
governance, this book examines the role parties play in Nigeria’s electoral
processes and governance. It analyzes challenges such as party fragmentation,
electoral malpractice, and internal democracy. The author also discusses
reforms aimed at strengthening political parties for a healthier democracy.

3. Political Parties and Ethnic Mobilization in Nigeria
This work delves into the complex interplay between ethnicity and political
party formation in Nigeria. It highlights how ethnic identities influence
party loyalties and electoral outcomes. The book offers case studies of key
political parties and their strategies to mobilize support across Nigeria’s
diverse ethnic landscape.

4. The Rise and Fall of Nigeria’s First Republic Political Parties
Documenting the political climate of Nigeria’s First Republic (1960-1966),
this book traces the origins, successes, and eventual decline of major
political parties of the era. It sheds light on the factors that led to
political instability and the military coup that ended the republic. The
narrative provides important lessons on party politics in a nascent
democracy.

5. Political Party Financing in Nigeria: Challenges and Prospects
This book investigates the sources and management of political party funding
in Nigeria, addressing issues of transparency and corruption. It explores the
impact of financial resources on party competitiveness and electoral
fairness. Policy recommendations are offered to improve the financing
framework in Nigerian politics.

6. Women and Political Parties in Nigeria: Participation and Representation
Highlighting the role of women in Nigerian political parties, this book
discusses barriers to female participation and leadership within party
structures. It showcases stories of prominent women politicians and activists
who have shaped party politics. The study advocates for increased gender
inclusivity in Nigeria’s political landscape.



7. Party Ideologies and Policy Making in Nigeria
This book analyzes the ideological foundations of major Nigerian political
parties and how these ideologies influence policy formulation. It compares
party manifestos, legislative behavior, and governance styles. The author
offers critical perspectives on the alignment between party rhetoric and
actual policy outcomes.

8. The Impact of Political Parties on Nigeria’s Electoral System
Focusing on the electoral system, this book examines how political parties
affect voter behavior, election results, and overall political stability in
Nigeria. It discusses the role of party alliances, defections, and candidate
selection processes. The book also considers reforms to enhance electoral
fairness and party accountability.

9. New Directions in Nigerian Political Parties: Post-2010 Developments
This recent study explores the transformations in Nigeria’s political party
landscape since 2010, including the emergence of new parties and shifting
alliances. It assesses the impact of social media, youth engagement, and
policy changes on party dynamics. The book provides an up-to-date analysis of
contemporary Nigerian politics.
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  political parties of nigeria: Introduction to Nigeria Gilad James, PhD, Nigeria is a country
located in West Africa and is known for its rich cultural heritage and diversity. With a population of
over 200 million people, it is the most populous country in Africa and the seventh most populous
country in the world. The country is divided into 36 states and one Federal Capital Territory, with
Abuja being the capital city. Nigeria has a highly diversified economy with a mix of agriculture,
industry, and natural resources. It is the largest producer and exporter of crude oil in Africa and has
the ninth-largest natural gas reserves in the world. The country also has a vibrant music and film
industry known as Nollywood that is popular across the continent. However, Nigeria has faced a
number of challenges including poverty, corruption, terrorism, and ethnic/religious tensions. Since
gaining independence from Britain in 1960, Nigeria has experienced several military coups and a
civil war. Nigeria's political system is currently based on a federal republic with a presidential
system of government. The country is also a member of the African Union, Commonwealth of
Nations, and the United Nations. With its diverse population and rich resources, Nigeria remains an
important player in African politics and a key country in global affairs.
  political parties of nigeria: The Legislature in Nigeria’s Presidential Democracy of the
Fourth Republic Omololu Fagbadebo, Mojeed Olujinmi A. Alabi, 2023-03-20 This book investigates
whether legislative institutions, state and national, in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic have been able to
harness constitutional powers to impact public policy. Presenting how the Nigerian state has not
been able to showcase the expected dividends of presidential democracy since 1999, it analyzes the
crisis of governance and its impact on political stability, social cohesion, and the livelihood of
citizens. The book further discusses the depreciating infrastructure, corruption, and
mismanagement of public resources, and shows how defiant attitudes of public political and
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bureaucratic officials define the new wave of corruption and profligacy in Nigeria, presenting this
development as a result of a weakened legislature. The book displays the necessity of implementing
a culture of accountability and discusses oversight mechanisms to make the executive accountable.
These mechanisms are designed to ensure effective public service delivery. Finally, the book situates
the legislative institutions in Nigeria within the context of the contributions of the National Assembly
and the Assemblies of the State Houses to the development of this emerging democracy in Africa.
The book will appeal to students and scholars of political science and public administration, as well
as policy-makers and practitioners interested in a better understanding of democracy, separation of
powers, governance, and Nigerian politics.
  political parties of nigeria: Nigerian Political Parties Richard L. Sklar, 2004 This important
work, originally published in 1963, examines the social bases, strategies and structures of Nigerian
political parties during the final phase of British colonial rule. As Professor Sklar explains in a new
introduction for this edition, the defining characteristics of political parties today have been shaped
by the intellectual origins of the independence era parties. This seminal volume is an essential tool
for understanding the political and social reality of contemporary Nigeria.
  political parties of nigeria: Modern Nigeria Alex Egodotaye Asakitikpi, Aretha Oluwakemi
Asakitikpi, 2024-01-25 Discover Nigeria, Africa's most populous country, in this thematic
encyclopedia that covers everything from geography and economics to etiquette and pop culture.
Part of Bloomsbury's Understanding Modern Nations series, this volume takes readers on a tour of
contemporary Nigeria, helping them better understand the country and the many cultures, religions,
and ethnicities that call it home. Chapters are organized thematically, examining a variety of topics,
including geography, history, government, economics, religion, ethnic and social groups, gender,
education, language, etiquette, food, literature and the arts, and pop culture. Each chapter begins
with an overview essay, followed by a selection of encyclopedic entries that provide a more nuanced
look at that facet of modern Nigeria. The main text is supplemented with sidebars that highlight
additional high-interest topics. A collection of appendices rounds out the volume, offering short
vignettes of daily life in the country, a glossary of key terms, statistical data, and a list of state
holidays. Once a pawn of British colonialism, today Nigeria is a sovereign nation and key player on
the world stage. Its vast oil resources have made it an international powerhouse and the wealthiest
country on the African continent, yet political unrest and corruption, and ethnic and religious
violence continue to threaten this prosperity. Nigeria is equally rich culturally, a nation where
time-honored traditions mix with contemporary influences. Explore the diversity of modern Nigeria
in this concise and accessible volume.
  political parties of nigeria: Nigeria's 2019 Democratic Experience Egodi Uchendu,
Olawari D. J. Egbe, 2022-06-06 Nigeria’s democratisation efforts since attaining political
independence from Britain have been tumultuous and have spanned over three successive republics.
A persistent bug decimating Nigeria’s democracy and repeatedly leading to military coups has been
brazen electoral violence perpetrated by the nation’s political elite. Nigeria's 2019 Democratic
Experience analyses and explains what went wrong in Nigeria’s experiment with democracy.
Nigeria, Africa’s most populous nation and the world’s seventh most populous nation, also
contributes 70% of West Africa’s population. She is sub-Saharan Africa’s largest oil producer and
has remained Africa’s largest economy by GDP since 2014. The country has hundreds of diverse
ethnic nationalities and languages grouped into 36 states (or federating units) and an independent
federal capital territory. Though recognized as Africa’s largest democracy, her democratisation
process since the 1960s has remained tumultuous with massive electoral violence and political
intolerance. This repeatedly compelled the military to intervene in the nation’s political history in the
years 1966, 1983 and 1985. It is these developments that provided the motivation for this volume to
capture for posterity the conduct of the 2019 General Elections in Nigeria.
  political parties of nigeria: Presidential Elections in Nigeria's Fourth Republic Babayo Sule,
Usman Sambo, 2024-03-07 This book provides a uniquely detailed analysis of presidential elections
in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic. The authors explore the changing dynamics of voting patterns,



religious politics, politicians’ behaviour and the broader political system to offer new insights into
presidential systems in Africa and beyond. In doing so, they address an often-neglected area of
political science and cast light on the political challenges facing one of the world’s largest
democracies. The book’s comprehensive coverage of Nigerian presidential elections – and the
lessons they hold for developing countries across the globe – is a valuable resource for researchers,
students, international institutions and non-governmental organisations.
  political parties of nigeria: Nigeria's Democratic Experience in the Fourth Republic
Since 1999 A. Sat Obiyan, Kunle Amuwo, 2013 This book addresses various issues that have arisen
in the practice of democracy in Nigeria since 1999, focusing on the Obasanjo years (1999-2007).
Nigeria’s return to democratic rule has been marked by developments such as the implementation of
reforms to address perceived economic problems and corruption. The introduction of democracy in
the country has also witnessed many challenges, including the difficult relationship between some
political chief executives and their deputies; intriguing intergovernmental relations; the rise and
resurgence of sub-national groups that pose serious threat to the hegemony of the state; precarious
inter-ethnic/inter-sectional relations; attempts to perpetuate the tenure of chief executives through
constitutional amendments; and developments in electoral politics and conflicts. The book provides
incisive analysis into these issues.
  political parties of nigeria: The Politics and Policies of Sub-Saharan Africa Robert A.
Dibie, 2001 This book attempts to correct the impression created by Western media that
Sub-Saharan Africa is in a state of anarchy. The text analyzes and shows that while many
Sub-Saharan African nations are experiencing the worst time of their history, others are enjoying
their best times. Thus, the text argues that although some parts of Africa are experiencing crisis, the
continent is also a fine region of major new experiments in governance, peace building and free
market transformation programs. Finally, the text focuses some of its analyses on the colonial
legacy, economic and ethnic transformation, indigenous institutions and other forces that seem to
influence the governance of Sub-Saharan African nations.
  political parties of nigeria: A History of Nigeria Toyin Falola, Matthew M. Heaton,
2008-04-24 Nigeria is Africa's most populous country and the world's eighth largest oil producer, but
its success has been undermined in recent decades by ethnic and religious conflict, political
instability, rampant official corruption and an ailing economy. Toyin Falola, a leading historian
intimately acquainted with the region, and Matthew Heaton, who has worked extensively on African
science and culture, combine their expertise to explain the context to Nigeria's recent troubles
through an exploration of its pre-colonial and colonial past, and its journey from independence to
statehood. By examining key themes such as colonialism, religion, slavery, nationalism and the
economy, the authors show how Nigeria's history has been swayed by the vicissitudes of the world
around it, and how Nigerians have adapted to meet these challenges. This book offers a unique
portrayal of a resilient people living in a country with immense, but unrealized, potential.
  political parties of nigeria: Voice and Power in Africa's Democracy Said Adejumobi,
2017-08-16 Africa has made notable progress in its nascent democracy but with uneven performance
across countries. However, across the board, challenges abound. Central to Africa’s checkered
democratic narrative is the weakness of its democratic institutions, participatory mechanisms and
accountability platforms. This book interrogates these elements with the role and capacity of the
parliament, political parties, media, freedom of information law, trade union movements, gender
empowerment mechanisms and accountability methods and processes all under examination. The
weakness of democratic institutions has had a corrosive effect on political accountability and limits
the scope for popular participation in governance. In many countries, innovative practices, and new
social and political encounters are emerging that challenge old institutional cultures, promote
reforms and demand accountability from the governing elite. The book captures these varied,
innovative patterns of democratic change. With first hand knowledge and expertise of the continent,
the contributors analyze the issues, trends, problems and challenges in these critical areas of
Africa’s democratic growth. The conclusion is that strengthening democratic institutions, opening up



the political space for enhanced political participation and ensuring political accountability will
determine the course, prospects and quality of Africa’s budding democracy.
  political parties of nigeria: Nigeria’s 2015 General Elections Ladi Hamalai, Samuel Egwu,
J. Shola Omotola, 2017-07-04 This book examines the significance of the 2015 elections in
consolidating Nigeria’s democracy, in the context of the difficulty of routinizing democracy since the
attainment of nationhood in 1960 and the return to civil rule in May 1999, in particular. It offers a
complete analysis of Nigeria’s electoral process, outlining how the dynamics of limited changes in
the constitutional, institutional, attitudinal and behavioural frameworks that underpin electoral
competition played out in the elections. The authors further examine the conduct and outcome of the
2015 elections against the background of the pattern of electoralism that had been established since
the return to democracy in 1999. In doing so, they draw attention to the dialectics of continuity and
change that have been thrown up by the elections and how the lessons learned can be used to build
a more enduring democratic system. The book will be of interest to students and academics of
political science, development studies, democratisation and election studies, and African
government and politics.
  political parties of nigeria: Laying the Foundation for Nigeria's Democracy Professor
Humphrey N. Nwosu, 2017-08-01 Laying the Foundation for Nigeria’s Democracy: My Account of
June 12, 1993 Presidential Election and Its Annulment is a factual, gripping, and compelling insight
into the most authentic analysis and explanation of the nation’s political environment under which
the June 12 election was held and how the result was tragically annulled, even as it was accurately
adjudged as the freest and fairest in the history of the country. The theoretical thrust deals with the
crux of the problems that face the task of nation-building in Nigeria which is legitimacy. Prudently,
the author examines how the Nigerian leadership tends to attract legitimacy and its acceptance from
the generality of Nigerians. He documents the centrifugal and centripetal forces that combined in
the various ways to shape as well as influence President Babangida’s transition program. The
program is analyzed and compared with the previous transition program, and the process, its special
features like its phased nature and its inbuilt learning process are identified. Professor Humphrey
Nwosu concludes the book by stating unequivocally that Nigerians found a great deal of opportunity
for real and genuine democracy during June 12 presidential election and they grabbed it. The
outcome of the election and its annulment had whetted the appetite of both the majority and the
minority ethnic groups of Nigeria. There is therefore a burning desire for equality, fairness and
freedom for all Nigerians. Suggesting how Nigerians can solve their present political problems, he
reiterates that the June 12 presidential election lays a strong foundation for democracy in Nigeria,
and also maintains that June 12, 1993 election was indeed the Real Democracy Day in Nigeria while
May 29, 1999 was its offshoot. This broad-ranging book of stimulating account is commended to
students of political science, political leaders, democrats, all public office-holders as well as
independent readers having the interest of Nigeria’s development at heart.
  political parties of nigeria: Nigeria's Critical Election John A. Ayoade, Adeoye A. Akinsanya,
2013 Elections have been central to regime collapse in Nigeria because they neither passed the test
of citizens’ acceptability nor electoral neutrality. They always pushed the country to a dangerous
brink which she has often survived after serious constitutional and political bruises. The general
election of 1964 rocked the delicate balance of the country resulting in the military coup of January
15, 1966 and a thirty month civil war. The subsequent effort of the military at restructuring the
country did not go far enough to win the civic confidence of the people. The military availed itself of
another opportunity of tinkering with the system in 1993. However, it demonstrated that it was not
immune to civic dishonesty when it annulled the widely acclaimed free and fair presidential election
in June 12, 1993. By fits and starts, Nigeria held another election in 1999 which was tolerated only
because of citizens’ fatigue of military rule. The elections of 2003 and 2007 were classic examples of
make-belief democracy. The feeding of inequity and, if you will, domination, persisted. A
combination of fortune, trickery and arm twisting produced a power shift in favour of Dr. Goodluck
Ebele Azikwe Jonathan in April 2011. The subsequent attempt by the north to create a strategic



consensus did not save it from being pushed into fringe politics forcing some of its spokespersons to
vow that they will make governance impossible. The election was better than the worst but much
still remains to be done.
  political parties of nigeria: Understanding Political Parties in Nigeria A. A. Ujo, 2000
  political parties of nigeria: Historical Dictionary of Nigeria Toyin Falola, Ann Genova,
Matthew M. Heaton, 2018-06-21 The Historical Dictionary of Nigeria: Second Edition introduces
Nigeria’s rich and complex history. Readers will find a wealth of information on pre-20th century
history, Nigeria under British colonial rule, and important post-independence issues while providing
greater attention to Nigeria’s role in international relations, diaspora, and contributions to arts, film
and culture in particular. This revised edition covers major developments since the last edition such
as the rise of the terrorist group Boko Haram and the election of Muhammadu Buhari to the
presidency in 2015 among others. This second edition of Historical Dictionary of Nigeria: Second
Edition contains a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section
has over 1,000 cross-referenced entries on important personalities, politics, economy, foreign
relations, religion, and culture. This book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and
anyone wanting to know more about Nigeria..
  political parties of nigeria: How Citizens View Political Parties in Nigeria Antonia T.
Okoosi-Simbine, 2006
  political parties of nigeria: TOPICAL ISSUES IN NIGERIA'S POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT J.
ISAWA ELAIGWU, 2012-06-20 Nigerians love to debate. Even under colonial rule, the authorities
realised that Nigerians could not be repressed and that they always expressed their views on topical
issues of development. The topical issues that have driven Nigeria's political economy include
Constitution and Constitutionalism, Democracy, the National Question, Civil-Military Relations,
Federalism, State and Nation-Building, Local Governance, Leadership, the Role of Traditional
Rulers, the Economy and Religion.This volume is a selection of some of Professor Elaigwu's
contributions to these debates. In it, Elaigwu, a leading Nigerian political scientist, argues that the
challenges facing the country are not unsurmountable and that Nigerians must take the destiny of
their country in their hands and look inwards to deal with the country's weaknesses while
strengthening her capacity and resolve to become an industrialised and powerful country within a
limited space of time.
  political parties of nigeria: Foreign Policy Decision-making in Nigeria Ufot Inamete,
2001-05 This reality was a direct result of the nature of sociopolitical cleavages and forces, and the
functioning of the federal system of government during that period. The succeeding Ironsi
Governemnt was too brief and preoccupied with domestic crises to make significant impacts in the
foreign policy arena.--BOOK JACKET.
  political parties of nigeria: Political Parties and Democratic Sustenance in Nigeria's
Fourth Republic A. T. Simbine, 2002
  political parties of nigeria: Elections and Governance in Nigeria's Fourth Republic Agbu,
Osita, 2017-05-03 Elections and Governance in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic is a book about Nigerian
politics, governance and democracy. It at once encompasses Nigeria’s post-colonial character, its
political economy, party formation since independence, the role of Electoral Commissions, as well
as, indepth analyses of the 1999, 2003 and 2007 general elections that involved extensive fieldwork.
It also presents aspects of the 2011 and 2015 general elections, while discussing the state of
democratic consolidation, and lessons learned for achieving good governance in the country. It is
indeed, a must read for students of politics, academics, politicians, statesmen and policy makers,
and in fact, stakeholders in the Nigerian democracy project. The book stands out as a
well-researched and rich documentary material about elections in Nigeria, and the efforts so far
made in growing democracy.
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