
medium of instruction means

medium of instruction means the language or method through which educational content is delivered to

students in schools, colleges, and other learning environments. It plays a critical role in shaping

students’ comprehension, engagement, and overall academic success. Understanding the medium of

instruction is essential for educators, policymakers, and learners alike, as it influences curriculum

design, teaching strategies, and even cultural integration. This article explores the definition,

significance, types, and challenges associated with the medium of instruction. Additionally, it highlights

the impact of language choice on learning outcomes and provides insights into global practices and

trends. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how the medium of instruction shapes

educational experiences worldwide. The contents below outline the key aspects covered in this article.

Definition and Importance of Medium of Instruction

Types of Mediums of Instruction

Factors Influencing the Choice of Medium of Instruction

Impact on Student Learning and Cognitive Development

Challenges and Considerations in Selecting Medium of Instruction

Global Perspectives and Trends



Definition and Importance of Medium of Instruction

The term medium of instruction means the primary language or communication method used by

educators to teach students in academic settings. It serves as the vehicle for conveying knowledge,

conducting classroom interactions, and facilitating assessments. The medium of instruction can be a

spoken language, sign language, or other forms of communication adapted to the learners’ needs. Its

importance lies in its direct influence on the accessibility and quality of education. A well-chosen

medium of instruction enhances understanding, encourages participation, and supports cognitive and

social development. Conversely, an inappropriate choice may hinder learning and create barriers for

students.

Role in Educational Effectiveness

The medium of instruction is a foundational element that determines how effectively educational

content is transmitted and absorbed. It affects students’ ability to grasp complex concepts, express

ideas, and engage in critical thinking. Teachers rely on the medium to deliver instructions clearly and

to foster an inclusive classroom environment. When students are taught in a language they understand

well, they tend to perform better academically and develop stronger communication skills. This

connection underscores why the medium of instruction is a priority in educational planning.

Influence on Social and Cultural Identity

Beyond academics, the medium of instruction plays a role in preserving and promoting cultural

heritage and identity. Choosing a local or indigenous language as the medium can empower

communities by validating their linguistic heritage. Conversely, adopting a global or dominant language

may provide broader opportunities but could also risk marginalizing minority languages and cultures.

Therefore, the selection of the medium of instruction often reflects broader social, political, and cultural

considerations.



Types of Mediums of Instruction

Mediums of instruction vary widely across educational institutions and regions, depending on linguistic

diversity, policy decisions, and educational goals. Common types include:

Mother Tongue or Native Language: Teaching is conducted in the students’ first language,

facilitating easier comprehension and learning.

National or Official Language: Instruction is delivered in the country’s official language, which

may differ from students’ native tongues.

Foreign Language Medium: Languages such as English, French, or Spanish are used, often to

provide access to global knowledge and opportunities.

Bilingual or Multilingual Medium: Instruction involves two or more languages, either

simultaneously or sequentially, to promote linguistic proficiency and cultural diversity.

Sign Language: Used primarily in schools for deaf or hard-of-hearing students, enabling effective

communication and learning.

Mother Tongue Instruction

Using the mother tongue as the medium of instruction is widely advocated because it facilitates early

cognitive development and better understanding. It allows students to build foundational skills before

transitioning to other languages. Many educational frameworks recommend mother tongue instruction

in early grades to promote literacy and reduce dropout rates.



English and Other Foreign Languages

English often serves as a medium of instruction in many countries due to its global significance.

Teaching in English or another foreign language can open international opportunities for students but

may pose challenges for those lacking proficiency. Balancing foreign language instruction with local

languages is a common educational challenge.

Factors Influencing the Choice of Medium of Instruction

Selecting the appropriate medium of instruction depends on multiple factors related to the learners,

educational objectives, and sociopolitical context. Key factors include:

Demographics and Linguistic Background: The native languages and linguistic diversity of the1.

student population.

Government Policies and Educational Regulations: National education policies often dictate2.

official languages of instruction.

Availability of Resources: Availability of teaching materials, trained teachers, and assessment3.

tools in the chosen language.

Globalization and Economic Considerations: The need for skills in global languages to enhance4.

employability and international collaboration.

Cultural Preservation: Efforts to maintain and promote indigenous languages and cultures5.

through education.



Teacher Competency and Training

Effective use of the medium of instruction requires teachers who are proficient in the language and

skilled in pedagogical techniques appropriate to it. Teacher training programs must align with the

chosen medium to ensure quality education delivery.

Parental and Community Preferences

The preferences and attitudes of parents and local communities often influence the medium of

instruction. Acceptance and support from these stakeholders are vital for successful implementation

and student motivation.

Impact on Student Learning and Cognitive Development

The medium of instruction significantly affects students’ academic performance and cognitive growth.

Research indicates that learning in a familiar language enhances comprehension, critical thinking, and

creativity. It also facilitates stronger emotional connections and confidence in expressing ideas.

Language Proficiency and Academic Achievement

Students instructed in a language they understand well tend to achieve higher academic results.

Proficiency in the medium of instruction enables better participation, comprehension, and retention of

knowledge. Conversely, language barriers can lead to misunderstandings, reduced engagement, and

lower achievement.

Bilingual Education and Cognitive Benefits

Bilingual or multilingual instruction offers cognitive advantages, including improved problem-solving

skills, mental flexibility, and creativity. It also prepares students to navigate diverse linguistic and



cultural environments, enhancing their social adaptability.

Challenges and Considerations in Selecting Medium of

Instruction

Choosing an appropriate medium of instruction involves navigating complex challenges related to

linguistic diversity, resource constraints, and policy conflicts. Some common challenges include:

Lack of Qualified Teachers: Shortage of educators proficient in certain languages limits effective

instruction.

Insufficient Teaching Materials: Scarcity of textbooks and resources in minority or indigenous

languages.

Language Shift and Loss: Risk of diminishing local languages when dominant languages are

favored.

Equity and Access Issues: Students from marginalized communities may face disadvantages if

instruction is in an unfamiliar language.

Resistance to Policy Changes: Social and political opposition to altering established mediums of

instruction.

Addressing Language Barriers

Implementing support programs such as language bridging courses, teacher training, and development

of multilingual resources can mitigate language barriers. These measures help students transition

smoothly between languages and improve learning outcomes.



Balancing Global and Local Needs

Educational systems must balance the need for global language skills with preserving local identities.

Policies promoting bilingual education and gradual language transitions aim to achieve this balance

effectively.

Global Perspectives and Trends

Worldwide, the medium of instruction reflects diverse educational philosophies, linguistic landscapes,

and policy decisions. Different countries adopt varying approaches based on historical, cultural, and

developmental factors.

Medium of Instruction in Developing Countries

In many developing nations, the medium of instruction often involves a colonial or official language,

which may not be the mother tongue of most students. Efforts to introduce mother tongue education in

early grades are increasing to improve literacy and enrollment rates.

Trends Toward Multilingual Education

Multilingual education is gaining momentum globally, recognizing the cognitive and social benefits of

learning in multiple languages. Many education systems now incorporate bilingual curricula and

language immersion programs to prepare students for a globalized world.

Technology and Medium of Instruction

Advancements in educational technology facilitate the delivery of instruction in various languages

through digital content, translation tools, and interactive platforms. This development supports inclusive

education and broadens access to quality learning resources.



Frequently Asked Questions

What does the term 'medium of instruction' mean?

The medium of instruction refers to the language or method used by teachers to deliver educational

content in schools or other learning environments.

Why is the medium of instruction important in education?

The medium of instruction is important because it affects students' understanding, engagement, and

overall learning outcomes. Using a familiar language helps in better comprehension and participation.

Can the medium of instruction vary in different countries?

Yes, the medium of instruction varies across countries depending on cultural, historical, and policy

factors. Some countries use their national language, while others may use English or multiple

languages.

What are the common mediums of instruction used worldwide?

Common mediums of instruction include the native language of the country, English, French, Spanish,

and other widely spoken languages, depending on the region and educational policy.

How does the medium of instruction impact students from multilingual

backgrounds?

Students from multilingual backgrounds may face challenges if the medium of instruction is not their

first language, potentially affecting their comprehension and academic performance, but bilingual or

multilingual instruction can support better learning.



What are the advantages of using the mother tongue as the medium of

instruction?

Using the mother tongue as the medium of instruction helps students grasp concepts more easily,

promotes cultural identity, and can improve literacy rates and educational outcomes.

Are there any challenges associated with changing the medium of

instruction in schools?

Yes, challenges include teacher training, availability of learning materials, student adaptation, and

potential resistance from parents or communities accustomed to a different medium.

How has technology influenced the medium of instruction in recent

years?

Technology has enabled the use of multiple languages and interactive content in classrooms,

supporting personalized learning and making it easier to implement various mediums of instruction

effectively.

Additional Resources

1. Medium of Instruction Policies: The Intersection of Language and Education

This book explores how different countries develop and implement medium of instruction policies in

multilingual settings. It examines the political, social, and educational implications of choosing a

particular language for teaching. The author provides case studies highlighting successes and

challenges in various regions.

2. Language of Instruction in Multilingual Classrooms

Focusing on classrooms where students speak multiple languages, this book discusses strategies for

effective teaching through diverse mediums of instruction. It addresses the role of mother tongue



instruction and the transition to second languages. Educators will find practical approaches for

fostering inclusivity and comprehension.

3. Medium of Instruction and Educational Equity

This volume analyzes how the choice of instructional language impacts educational access and equity

among marginalized groups. It considers issues such as language discrimination and resource

allocation. The book advocates for policies that promote fairness and equal opportunity in education

systems.

4. Teaching and Learning Through the Medium of Instruction

Providing a comprehensive overview, this book covers pedagogical theories and methods related to

different mediums of instruction. It includes research on student outcomes and teacher preparedness.

Readers gain insights into optimizing teaching practices for various linguistic contexts.

5. Language Policy and Medium of Instruction in Education

This book delves into the formulation of language policies affecting medium of instruction at national

and institutional levels. It discusses the influence of globalization and cultural identity on language

choices. The author presents frameworks for policy analysis and development.

6. The Impact of Medium of Instruction on Student Achievement

Investigating the correlation between language of instruction and academic performance, this book

presents empirical studies from diverse educational systems. It highlights factors such as language

proficiency and curriculum design. The findings offer guidance for educators and policymakers.

7. Mother Tongue as Medium of Instruction: Benefits and Challenges

This book advocates for the use of students’ first languages as the primary medium of instruction,

emphasizing cognitive and emotional benefits. It also addresses practical challenges including teacher

training and material development. Case studies illustrate implementation in different countries.

8. English as Medium of Instruction: Global Trends and Local Realities

Examining the rise of English-medium instruction worldwide, this book discusses its advantages and



controversies. It considers the effects on local languages and cultures, as well as on educational

quality. The author evaluates policy responses and adaptation strategies.

9. Technology and Medium of Instruction: Innovations in Language Teaching

This volume explores how digital tools and technology influence the medium of instruction in

contemporary classrooms. It covers online learning platforms, translation software, and multimedia

resources. The book offers practical insights into enhancing language instruction through technology.
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  medium of instruction means: Language Planning for Medium of Instruction in Asia M.
Hamid, Hoa Nguyen, Richard Baldauf, 2015-10-16 This volume investigates the policy and practice
of medium of instruction at different levels of education in Asian polities including Bangladesh, Hong
Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, the Maldives, Nepal, Timor-Leste and Vietnam. The
chapters provide an informed understanding of the context, process, actors, goals and outcomes of
medium of instruction policies from a language policy and planning perspective. The volume has an
emphasis on the exploration of medium of instruction in action which brings into focus the
perspectives of micro policy enactors including teachers, students, and parents in the local context,
generating crucial empirical insights. This critical analysis of the goals, outcomes and experiences of
this trend in global language-in-education will be of interest to language and education students,
researchers, practicing teachers, executives in academia and language studies and to education
policymaking authorities in Asia and other parts of the world. The volume updates existing research
on medium of instruction and takes the field forward in a fast-changing world as English medium
instruction policies are globalised. This book was originally published as a special issue of Current
Issues in Language Planning.
  medium of instruction means: Medium of Instruction in Hong Kong Anita Y. K. Poon,
Yuqiong Pan, 2000-09-26 Poon's book is a qualitative case study of Hong Kong's medium of
instruction policy proposed in the Education Commission Report No. 4 in 1990. The study utilizes
not only documents, but interviews and observations in analyzing the formal policy and its
implementation in school instruction. Poon finds many factors that signify that the Hong Kong
government's medium of instruction policy is not likely to be implemented to a large extent
territorially. Poon proposes a solution to revise the existing medium of instruction policy, to
incorporate bilingualism as a language goal, and to practice language planning societally and in the
domain of education.
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of Universities Hugo Bowles, Amanda C. Murphy, 2020-09-10 This edited book examines
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world, highlighting how English language usage affects the internationalization of universities, the
way that disciplines are taught and learned, and questioning whether internationalization through
EMI achieves the values of global citizenship and inclusivity/diversity to which it aspires. Written by
experts in the field, the book includes data-based research from universities around the globe, with
three chapters on Asia and the Far East (Malaysia, Japan and China), four on Europe (Denmark, the
Netherlands and Italy) and one each on Africa (Ethiopia) and Central America (Mexico). Sources
include policy documents, questionnaire surveys, focus groups and semi-structured interviews
involving university policymakers, lecturers, students, and administrative staff. This book will be of
interest to students and scholars of language and education policy, internationalization and applied
linguistics, particularly English-Medium Instruction (EMI), academic English and English as a
Lingua Franca (ELF).
  medium of instruction means: English-Medium Instruction in Chinese Universities Jing
Zhao, L. Quentin Dixon, 2017-03-27 This edited book is about the rationale, practice and classroom
implementation of English-medium instruction courses in Chinese universities. It specifically focuses
on classroom discourse analysis across different disciplines and settings. The main themes of this
book are: describing the state educational policies toward English-medium instruction at the tertiary
level; distinguishing English-medium instruction from mainstream foreign language learning;
analyzing curricula and discourse at the classroom level and evaluating the learning effectiveness of
these courses. This book covers the widespread implementation of English-medium courses in China
across different disciplines, and it provides a window for researchers and practitioners from other
parts of the world to see the curriculum design, lesson planning, discourse features and
teacher-student interaction in English-medium classrooms in China. Contributors to this volume
consists of a panel of highly respected researchers in the fields of bilingual education,
English-medium instruction, classroom discourse analysis and language program evaluation.
Chapters include, Balance of Content and Language in English-Medium Instruction Classrooms
English-Medium Instruction in a Math Classroom: An Observation Study of Classroom Discourse
Asking and answering questions in EMI classrooms: What is the Cognitive and Syntactic Complexity
Level?
  medium of instruction means: English-Medium Instruction in Higher Education in the Middle
East and North Africa Samantha Curle, Holi Ibrahim Holi Ali, Awad Alhassan, Sergio Saleem
Scatolini, 2022-06-16 English-Medium Instruction (EMI) is a rapidly growing global phenomenon in
countries where English is a second or foreign language. This book focuses on empirical research
studies conducted on this growing trend in the Middle East and North Africa, an under-researched
area with regards to the effects and challenges of the implementation of EMI in higher education.
The contributors are researchers with first-hand experience in countries in the region, including
Iran, Kuwait, Morocco, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, and Turkey. Each chapter follows a consistent
structure, allowing comparisons to be drawn between policies and practices in different countries.
Topics covered include investigating perceptions and attitudes of both students and lecturers,
opportunities and challenges afforded by EMI, as well as the evolution of EMI practices. By
exploring these issues, through the lens of a decolonial critical approach, this volume informs theory
underlying research into the phenomenon of EMI in the region.
  medium of instruction means: Transnational Approaches to Bilingual and Second Language
Teacher Education M. Dolores Ramírez-Verdugo, 2024-05-08 This innovative collection explores
transnational approaches to bilingual teacher education from different angles, unpacking the
challenges and opportunities in contemporary global bilingual programs. The book offers a thorough
account of transnational pedagogical research and best practice in bilingual and second language
education to advance bilingual and content and language integrated learning (CLIL) teacher
education programs across international contexts, including Australia, Mexico, the United States,
the United Kingdom, and around Europe. The book offers a window into better understanding issues
around research outcomes on bilingual education professional development models adaptable for
diverse settings, translanguaging pedagogy, creative and multimodal tools, and methodological



strategies. The book also examines the challenges involved in plurilingual classrooms and formal and
informal bilingual education in urban and rural areas. Influenced by the demands raised by the
pandemic, some chapters discuss integrated frameworks for hybrid language learning in distance
education. This volume will be of interest to students and scholars in bilingual teacher education,
bilingual and second language education, and CLIL.
  medium of instruction means: English-Medium Instruction in European Higher
Education Slobodanka Dimova, Anna Kristina Hultgren, Christian Jensen, 2015-07-24 This volume
provides a focused account of English Medium Instruction (EMI) in European higher education,
considering issues of ideologies, policies, and practices. This is an essential book for academics,
students, policy makers, and educators directly or indirectly implicated in the internationalization of
European higher education.
  medium of instruction means: Examining Content and Language Integrated Learning
(CLIL) Theories and Practices Khalyapina, Liudmila, 2020-05-08 The growing interest in the
problems of integrated foreign language teaching and professional disciplines is manifested in the
formulation of new concepts and approaches, which at the moment are controversial. The lack of a
common conceptual framework of integrated education in the system of higher professional
education in different countries manifests itself in the attempts of researchers to either completely
eliminate the achievements of their colleagues in this area or, without any scientific and practical
justification, mechanically transfer foreign experiences in their conditions. Examining Content and
Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) Theories and Practices is a cutting-edge research publication
that investigates the different approaches and models of progressive technology within
linguodidactics and the methodologies for teaching foreign languages. Highlighting a range of topics
such as blended learning, cognition, and professional discourse, this book is essential for language
teachers, linguists, curriculum developers, instructional designers, deans, researchers, practitioners,
administrators, educators, academicians, and students.
  medium of instruction means: Introducing English for Academic Purposes Maggie Charles,
Diane Pecorari, 2015-11-06 Introducing English for Academic Purposes is an accessible and
engaging textbook which presents a wide-ranging introduction to the field, covering the global and
institutional position of EAP as well as its manifestations in classrooms and research contexts around
the world. Each chapter provides: a critical overview introducing readers to theory- and
research-informed perspectives; profiles of practice to guide readers in putting theory to use in real
world contexts; tasks, reflection exercises and a glossary to help readers consolidate their
understanding; an annotated further reading section with links to online resources to enable readers
to extend their knowledge. Covering both theoretical and practical issues, Introducing English for
Academic Purposes is essential reading for studentsof applied linguistics, and pre-service and
in-service teachers of EAP.
  medium of instruction means: Teacher Training for English-Medium Instruction in
Higher Education Sánchez-Pérez, Maria del Mar, 2020-02-07 English-medium instruction (EMI)
has become a pervasive teaching model in recent higher education. The implementation of EMI
programs requires changes in university teaching methods since most lecturers need to adapt their
contents and the way they teach them to successfully work in foreign language environments. The
rapid proliferation of such programs has resulted in concern among teaching staff, who have felt
pushed towards teaching their subject content through a non-native language with little or no
previous training. As a result, many recent studies have highlighted the importance and urgency to
train teaching staff in terms of language proficiency and the appropriate teaching methods,
techniques, and strategies to be applied in EMI lessons. Teacher Training for English-Medium
Instruction in Higher Education is an academic research publication that provides comprehensive
research on effective approaches and experiences in teacher training for EMI at universities both in
terms of language skills and teaching methodologies and that analyzes the design and development
of comprehensive teacher training programs that successfully engage these EMI programs. It has
profound implications for the development of the international profile of higher education



institutions as it provides information on how to train highly-qualified lecturers to successfully teach
students from different nationalities. Featuring a wide range of topics such as assessment,
curriculum design, and learning styles, this book is ideal for pre- and in-service teachers, language
specialists, content specialists, administrators, deans, higher education faculty, researchers,
practitioners, curriculum designers, policymakers, academicians, and students.
  medium of instruction means: Equity, Social Justice, and English Medium Instruction Ram
Ashish Giri, Amol Padwad, Mian Md. Naushaad Kabir, 2025-01-02 This book contributes to the
existing body of knowledge on English Medium Instruction's (EMI) role in equity and social justice
and adds to the ongoing conversation by providing the Asian perspective to it. It showcases scholarly
works by scholars and researchers in the field and presents their diverse voices on EMI and social
justice in a single volume. This book focuses on different aspects of the issue on EMI, equity, and
social justice in different Asian contexts while providing a holistic picture of social justice in English
language teaching in the region. It focuses on the current context-specific EMI practices situating
them in their historical pretext, employs prevalent theoretical as well as methodological models and
approaches to study such practices, considers curricular and pedagogical considerations adapted to
address the multitude of needs of EMI, and examines controversies surrounding the
conceptualization, plan/policy, and implementation strategies of EMI.
  medium of instruction means: Nep english education in India Dr.amol gangadhar ,
2025-09-25 It’s with great happiness that, I would like to acknowledge a great deal of people that
get helped me extremely through the entire difficult, challenging, but a rewarding and interesting
path towards some sort of Edited Book without having their help and support, none of this work
could have been possible.
  medium of instruction means: New Language Bearings in Africa Margaret Jepkirui
Muthwii, Angelina Nduku Kioko, 2004-01-01 The collection of papers in this special volume discuss
issues and challenges that are pertinent in understanding present-day moves and tendencies in the
use of languages in the African contexts. The volume's major asset lies in the diversity of topics, the
range of languages and the African geographical areas covered. Not only do the contributors come
from different nations in Africa but also many of them are established scholars who interact with and
interpret the unique situations in their nations on a daily basis.
  medium of instruction means: Proceedings of the International Conference on English
Language and Teaching (ICOELT 2022) Havid Ardi, M. Affandi Arianto, Nur Rosita, Carbiriena
Solusia, Rizaldy Hanifa, 2023-12-27 This is an open access book.International Conference on English
Language and Teaching (ICOELT) is an Annual conference hosted by English Department of Faculty
of Languages and Arts, Universitas Negeri Padang. It was firstly conducted in 2013 as International
Seminar on English Language and Teaching (ISELT). This event consistently invites reputed
speakers and having competence in English Language Teaching from around the world.
  medium of instruction means: Input in English-Medium Instruction Francesca Costa, Cristina
Mariotti, 2023-03-07 This edited book investigates the input provided by lecturers in
English-Medium Instruction (EMI) to reveal the characteristics of both written and oral inputs in
EMI settings and their pedagogical implications. The book works on two assumptions: firstly, that
field exposure to input is the prime mover of the teaching-learning process and secondly, that its
quality is fundamental for the development of discipline-specific knowledge with particular reference
to university settings. The volume is timely as it contains original research addressing both
theoretical reflections and practical information on how content lecturers can enhance the
effectiveness of their teaching practice through English including a relatively unexplored and
increasingly relevant topic represented by the synergy between spoken input and written and
multimodal materials. Moreover, it provides insight for EAP teachers and EMI training professionals
into how lecturer training programmes and activities can be improved by focusing on communicative
functions and presentation strategies that can selectively address and improve students’ mastery of
disciplinary discourse.
  medium of instruction means: English-Medium Instruction Translanguaging Practices in Asia



Wenli Tsou, Will Baker, 2021-07-22 This book examines translanguaging pedagogy in Asia’s
English-medium instruction (EMI) higher education. It presents an overview of concepts and
common issues, and case studies from specific contexts in Asia. The book first interrogates
macro-level English-medium instruction policies and implementation from English as a lingua franca
(ELF) perspectives. Following this, implications of English as a lingua franca on English-medium
instruction pedagogy will be explored, with a theoretical framework of 'translanguaging pedagogy'
developed. The book concludes with a discussion on translanguaging and how the concept
contributes to English-medium instruction in Asia. Through the book, the content focuses on the
specificity of each Asian English-medium instruction context from a translanguaging lens.
English-medium instruction policies and translingual practices from China, Japan, Taiwan, Thailand,
and Vietnam are explored, and opportunities and challenges related to translanguaging pedagogy in
Asian English-medium instruction classrooms are examined.
  medium of instruction means: Multilingual and Translingual Practices in English-Medium
Instruction Dogan Yuksel, Mehmet Altay, Samantha Curle, 2024-01-25 English Medium Instruction
(EMI) refers to the use of the English language to teach academic subjects where first language of
the majority of the population is not English. One popular implementation of EMI, the Multilingual
Model, would imply that some aspects (e.g. courses, sessions in some courses, and/or assessment)
are taught through English, whereas the first language of the students is used in some other
respects. This volume explores context-related ways in which the multilingual EMI model and
translingual practices are seen and enacted in higher education contexts across the globe. Research
on this topic is not only timely but also very much needed, particularly in contexts that are relatively
new to EMI, as well as in contexts where monolingual forms of teaching and monolingual
institutional policies still prevail. Empirical, research-based studies as well as theoretical reviews
that centre around multilingual and translingual practices in partial and full (i.e. English-only) EMI
settings are elaborated, with case studies from Colombia, Indonesia, Iraq, Norway, Qatar, Spain,
Turkey, United Arab Emirates, the UK and the USA.
  medium of instruction means: The Routledge Handbook of English-Medium Instruction in
Higher Education Kingsley Bolton, Werner Botha, Benedict Lin, 2024-03-21 This Handbook
discusses the theoretical and disciplinary background to the study of English-medium instruction
(EMI) in higher education worldwide. It highlights issues relating to EMI pedagogy, varying
motivations for EMI education, and the delivery of EMI in diverse contexts across the world. The
spread of English as a teaching medium and the lingua franca of the academic world has been the
subject of various debates in recent years on the perceived hegemony of the English language and
the ‘domain loss’ of non-English languages in academic communication. Encompassing a wide range
of contributions to the field of EMI, the chapters of this Handbook are arranged in four distinct
parts: Part I provides an overview of English-medium instruction in higher education worldwide;
Part II focusses on EMI in Europe; Part III on EMI in the Middle East, North Africa, and
Sub-Saharan Africa; and Part IV on EMI in the Asian region. The overall scope and level of expertise
of this Handbook provides an unrivalled overview of this field of education. It serves as an essential
reference for many courses dealing with applied linguistics, English language education,
multilingualism, sociolinguistics, and related subjects at many levels of education, including
Master’s and PhD-level studies. This Handbook serves as a valuable edition for university libraries
across the world and an essential read for many faculty, undergraduate and postgraduate students,
educators, and policymakers.
  medium of instruction means: The Miseducation of English Learners Grace P. McField,
2014-01-01 Sometimes you need to hear the story from the beginning. The Miseducation of English
Learners examines the initial policy impact of Structured English Immersion (SEI), an English-only
program mandated for English Learners (ELs) in California, Arizona, and Massachusetts in the
United States. The book features analyses of: the legal context and parameters of SEI; research
history on SEI; SEI language policy and policy implementation according to situated context; and the
educational priorities and legal rights of ELs. The book examines the history of SEI in the



educational research literature and as it has been interpreted in the context of the legal requirement
for schools to take “appropriate action” to meet the needs of ELs following the historic Lau v.
Nichols (1974) court decision. The Miseducation of English Learners also presents and considers the
implementation of SEI in comparative contexts from various perspectives including teacher
education, the classroom, and legal. In several of the chapters, SEI implementation is examined in
concert with other factors that have effected the teaching and progress of ELs such as Senate Bill
2042 (2001) that overhauled the teacher education process in California, and the federal No Child
Left Behind legislation (signed into law on January 8, 2002). Moreover, the book provides
implications and recommendations for teaching, research, advocacy, and policy change. The
Miseducation of English Learners addresses and invites the readers to consider the following key
questions: • How “appropriate” is the mandated SEI program for ELs, both in substance and in the
one-year duration as specified in the three voter-initiated propositions (Proposition 227, Proposition
203, and Question 2)? • What issues, themes, and patterns can be noted in the implementation of
SEI in California, Arizona, and Massachusetts? • Why might the student outcomes not show the
desired results in measures such as achievement test scores or dropout rates? • What necessary
changes are called for in order to enhance (or in some cases supplant) the SEI programs and
services in place for ELs? • Are ELs, parents, and other stakeholders able to thoughtfully select
desired and optimal instructional programs, and participate meaningfully in the educational process
of language minority students under the SEI mandates?
  medium of instruction means: English Medium Instruction in Multilingual and Multicultural
Universities Birgit Henriksen, Anne Holmen, Joyce Kling, 2018-07-17 English Medium Instruction in
Multilingual and Multicultural Universities analyses the issues related to EMI at both a local and
international level and provides a broad perspective on this topic. Drawing on field studies from a
Northern European context and based primarily on research carried out at the University of
Copenhagen, this book: introduces a topical global issue that is central to the higher education
research agenda; identifies the issues and challenges involved in EMI in relation to central
linguistic, pedagogical, sociolinguistic and socio-cultural concepts; captures university lecturers’
experiences in the midst of curricular change and presents reflections on ways to navigate
professionally in English to meet the demands of the multilingual and multicultural classroom.
English Medium Instruction in Multilingual and Multicultural Universities is key reading for
researchers, pre- and in-service teachers, university management, educational planners, and
advanced students with an interest in EMI and the multilingual, multicultural university setting.
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