
meditation 4 descartes summary

meditation 4 descartes summary offers an insightful look into one of the most critical parts of Ren�
Descartes’ philosophical work, "Meditations on First Philosophy." This meditation focuses on the nature of
truth and error, exploring how humans can make mistakes despite being created by a perfect God. This article
provides a detailed examination of Meditation 4, clarifying Descartes’ arguments about the relationship
between the will, intellect, and the origin of error. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of
Descartes’ approach to epistemology and his resolution of the problem of human error. The article also
contextualizes Meditation 4 within the broader framework of Descartes’ meditations and highlights its
significance in the development of modern philosophy. To facilitate comprehension, the content is organized into
clearly defined sections covering the main themes and arguments presented by Descartes.

Context and Purpose of Meditation 4

The Nature of Truth and Error

The Role of the Will and Intellect

How Error Arises According to Descartes

Implications for Knowledge and Human Fallibility

Context and Purpose of Meditation 4

Meditation 4 is the fourth installment in Descartes’ "Meditations on First Philosophy," a foundational text in
modern Western philosophy. Following the establishment of his own existence and the existence of a benevolent
God in earlier meditations, Descartes turns his attention to understanding human error. The central question
addressed in Meditation 4 is how error can exist if God is perfect and not deceitful. This meditation builds on the
previous ones to reconcile the existence of mistakes with the notion of a perfect creator. Descartes aims to
clarify the conditions that allow for human error without attributing imperfection to God.

The Nature of Truth and Error

In Meditation 4, Descartes begins by defining truth and error in relation to the faculties of the mind. Truth is
understood as the alignment of one’s judgments with reality, while error is the deviation from this alignment.
Descartes emphasizes that truth is the natural property of human intellect when it operates correctly, but
error is not an inherent feature of the intellect itself. Instead, error arises under specific conditions involving
the use of the will.

Truth as a Property of the Intellect

Descartes asserts that the intellect is responsible for perceiving and understanding ideas. It is naturally limited
in scope but fundamentally inclined toward truth. When the intellect clearly and distinctly perceives
something, it is considered true. This clear and distinct perception is a hallmark of truth for Descartes.

Error as a Result of Judgment

Error occurs not because the intellect is faulty but because of the misuse of the will. The will is the faculty



that allows humans to affirm or deny ideas, to choose what to believe. When the will extends beyond what
the intellect clearly understands, it leads to error. This misuse of the will is central to Descartes'
explanation of why humans make mistakes.

The Role of the Will and Intellect

Descartes distinguishes between two main faculties of the mind: the intellect and the will. Understanding the
interaction between these faculties is crucial to grasping Meditation 4’s explanation of error.

The Intellect: Passive and Limited

The intellect is described as a passive faculty. It receives information and presents ideas to the mind but does
not actively decide their truthfulness. The intellect’s role is to perceive ideas, but it cannot affirm or deny
their truth independently. It is inherently limited in what it can comprehend, which means some ideas are only
partially understood.

The Will: Active and Infinite

In contrast, the will is an active, infinite faculty. It is the power to choose, accept, or reject ideas presented
by the intellect. The will extends beyond the intellect’s limited understanding, and it is this extension that can
cause error. When the will commits to beliefs without sufficient intellectual clarity, errors arise.

How Error Arises According to Descartes

Descartes provides a nuanced explanation for the origin of error that avoids blaming God or the intellect
directly. Instead, he locates the source of error in the disproportion between the will and the intellect.

The Intellect is Limited: Humans have finite intellectual capacities and cannot grasp all ideas fully.1.

The Will is Unlimited: The will is boundless and can affirm or deny any idea.2.

Error Occurs When Will Exceeds Intellect: When the will makes judgments about ideas that the3.
intellect does not understand clearly and distinctly, errors occur.

God’s Role: Because God is perfect and non-deceptive, the existence of error must be attributed to human4.
misuse of free will, not to any defect in God or the intellect.

This explanation highlights the responsibility of the individual for errors and underscores the importance of
withholding judgment until ideas are clearly and distinctly understood.

Implications for Knowledge and Human Fallibility

Meditation 4 has significant implications for epistemology and the understanding of human knowledge.
Descartes’ analysis of error leads to a framework where the pursuit of truth requires careful control of
judgment and recognition of the limits of human intellect.



Encouragement of Intellectual Humility

By acknowledging the limitations of the intellect and the risk of error through the will, Descartes promotes
intellectual humility. This humility is necessary for rigorous inquiry and cautious acceptance of beliefs.

The Foundation for Scientific Method

Descartes’ emphasis on clear and distinct perceptions as the criterion for truth laid groundwork for the
development of the scientific method. It encourages skepticism toward uncertain ideas and supports systematic
doubt until evidence is sufficient.

Responsibility and Free Will

The meditation also stresses the ethical dimension of epistemology by linking error to the responsible use of free
will. Humans have the capacity to avoid error by aligning their will with their intellect’s clear understanding.

Summary of Key Points in Meditation 4

Truth is a property of clear and distinct intellectual perception.

Error arises from the will extending beyond the intellect’s understanding.

God is perfect and not the cause of human error.

Human free will is central to the occurrence of mistakes.

Prudence dictates suspending judgment when clarity is lacking.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Descartes' Meditation 4?

Meditation 4, titled 'On Truth and Falsity,' focuses on the nature of error and how humans can make mistakes
despite being created by a perfect God.

How does Descartes explain the occurrence of error in Meditation 4?

Descartes explains that error occurs because the will extends beyond the intellect; humans make mistakes when
they affirm or deny things without clear and distinct understanding.

What role does free will play in Descartes' Meditation 4?

Free will is crucial in Meditation 4 because it allows individuals to make judgments. Error happens when the free
will is used improperly, beyond the limits of clear and distinct perception.



How does Descartes reconcile human error with the existence of a
benevolent God?

Descartes argues that God is perfect and not deceitful, so errors are not caused by God but by the misuse of
human free will when understanding is incomplete.

What is Descartes' solution to avoid making errors according to
Meditation 4?

Descartes suggests suspending judgment and only making affirmations or denials when ideas are clear and
distinct, thus aligning will with intellect to avoid errors.

How does Meditation 4 contribute to Descartes' overall philosophical
method?

Meditation 4 refines Descartes' method by addressing how to avoid error through careful judgment, reinforcing
the importance of doubt and clarity in his epistemology.

What distinction does Descartes make between intellect and will in
Meditation 4?

Descartes distinguishes intellect as the faculty that perceives ideas and will as the faculty that makes
judgments; error arises when will acts without sufficient intellectual clarity.

Why is Meditation 4 important for understanding Cartesian skepticism?

Meditation 4 is important because it explains how humans can achieve certainty despite the possibility of error,
emphasizing disciplined use of reason to overcome skepticism.

Additional Resources
1. Meditations on First Philosophy by Ren� Descartes
This foundational philosophical work by Descartes explores the nature of knowledge, existence, and the mind-
body relationship. Descartes uses meditation as a method of systematic doubt to arrive at certain truths,
famously concluding "Cogito, ergo sum" ("I think, therefore I am"). The book is essential for understanding
Cartesian skepticism and the development of modern philosophy.

2. The Art of Meditation by Matthieu Ricard
Written by a Buddhist monk and scientist, this book offers practical guidance on meditation techniques and the
benefits of mindfulness. Ricard bridges Eastern contemplative traditions with Western scientific insights, making
meditation accessible for modern readers seeking mental clarity and inner peace. It complements philosophical
inquiries into consciousness such as those found in Descartes’ work.

3. Descartes' Meditations: An Introduction by Catherine Wilson
Wilson provides a clear and concise introduction to Descartes' Meditations, unpacking its arguments and
philosophical significance. The book helps readers understand Descartes’ method of doubt and his exploration of
knowledge, existence, and God. Ideal for those looking to deepen their comprehension of Cartesian thought in a
digestible format.

4. The Miracle of Mindfulness: An Introduction to the Practice of Meditation by Thich Nhat Hanh
This classic book by the Vietnamese Zen master teaches mindfulness meditation with simple exercises and
reflections. It emphasizes living fully in the present moment, enhancing awareness and emotional balance. Its
practical approach complements the intellectual meditation found in Descartes’ philosophical inquiries.



5. Descartes’ Error: Emotion, Reason, and the Human Brain by Antonio Damasio
Though not about meditation per se, this book explores the connection between reason and emotion, challenging
the Cartesian mind-body dualism. Damasio uses neuroscience to explain how emotions influence rational thinking,
offering a modern perspective that dialogues with Descartes’ ideas. It’s valuable for understanding the
complexity of consciousness beyond philosophical meditation.

6. The Mind Illuminated: A Complete Meditation Guide Integrating Buddhist Wisdom and Brain Science by
Culadasa (John Yates)
This comprehensive guide combines traditional meditation practices with modern neuroscience to improve
mindfulness and concentration. The book offers step-by-step instructions for developing deep states of
meditation and awareness. Readers interested in both practical meditation and philosophical reflection will find
this resource enriching.

7. Descartes and the Meditations by Gary Hatfield
Hatfield’s book provides an in-depth analysis of Descartes’ Meditations, exploring its historical context,
arguments, and legacy. It delves into the philosophical problems Descartes raises and their impact on
subsequent thought. This work is suited for readers seeking a scholarly yet accessible examination of
Descartes’ meditative philosophy.

8. Wherever You Go, There You Are: Mindfulness Meditation in Everyday Life by Jon Kabat-Zinn
A modern classic on mindfulness meditation, Kabat-Zinn’s book offers practical advice for incorporating
meditation into daily routines. It focuses on cultivating awareness and reducing stress, making meditation
approachable for beginners. The book’s emphasis on conscious presence complements the introspective nature of
Descartes’ meditations.

9. Descartes’ Meditations on First Philosophy: A Critical Guide edited by Stephen Gaukroger
This collection of essays by leading scholars critically examines various aspects of Descartes’ Meditations.
It covers topics such as skepticism, the cogito, and the existence of God, providing diverse perspectives and
interpretations. Ideal for readers looking to engage deeply with the philosophical and meditative dimensions of
Descartes’ work.
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  meditation 4 descartes summary: Descartes' 'Meditations' Richard Francks, 2008-07-23
There are student-friendly introductions to Descartes' Meditations, but I know of none that match
the student-friendliness of Richard Francks' Reader's Guide. It will make the masterpiece of the
father of modern philosophy available to the widest audience yet. - Professor Tom Sorrel, University
of Birmingham, UK In Descartes' Meditations: A Reader's Guide, Richard Francks offers a clear and
thorough account of this key philosophical work. The book offers a detailed review of the key themes
and a lucid commentary that will enable readers to rapidly navigate the text. Geared towards the
specific requirements of students who need to reach a sound understanding of the text as a whole,
the guide explores the complex and important ideas inherent in the text and provides a cogent
survey of the reception and influence of Descartes' seminal work.
  meditation 4 descartes summary: Starting with Descartes C.G. Prado, 2009-08-09 A new
introduction guiding the student through the key concepts of Descartes' work by examining the
overall development of his ideas.
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  meditation 4 descartes summary: Descartes' Meditation on First Philosophy David Mills
Daniel, 2014-09-16 Descartes' Meditations on First Philosophy was published in 1641, designed for
the philosopher and for the theologian. It consists of six meditations, Of the Things that we may
doubt, Of the Nature of the Human Mind, Of God: that He exists, Of Truth and Error, Of the Essence
of Material Things, Of the Existence of Material Things and of the Real Distinction between the Mind
and the Body of Man
  meditation 4 descartes summary: Silencing the Demon’s Advocate , 2008-04-23 The author
argues that many problems of interpretation including notorious problems of circularity, arise from a
failure to recognise that Descartes' strategy for the attainment of certainty is not to add support for
his beliefs, but to subtract grounds for doubt.
  meditation 4 descartes summary: Descartes Marjorie Grene, Marjorie Glicksman Grene,
1998-01-01 This essential work is made up of eight interrelated essays grouped to elucidate two
major themes -- Descartes's role in the dilemma of modern philosophy, and the relation of his
thought to that of his contemporaries.
  meditation 4 descartes summary: The Oxford Handbook of Descartes and Cartesianism
Steven Nadler, Tad M. Schmaltz, Delphine Antoine-Mahut, 2019-05-02 The Oxford Handbook of
Descartes and Cartesianism comprises fifty specially written chapters on René Descartes
(1596-1650) and Cartesianism, the dominant paradigm for philosophy and science in the
seventeenth century, written by an international group of leading scholars of early modern
philosophy. The first part focuses on the various aspects of Descartes's biography (including his
background, intellectual contexts, writings, and correspondence) and philosophy, with chapters on
his epistemology, method, metaphysics, physics, mathematics, moral philosophy, political thought,
medical thought, and aesthetics. The chapters of the second part are devoted to the defense,
development and modification of Descartes's ideas by later generations of Cartesian philosophers in
France, the Netherlands, Italy, and elsewhere. The third and final part considers the opposition to
Cartesian philosophy by other philosophers, as well as by civil, ecclesiastic, and academic
authorities. This handbook provides an extensive overview of Cartesianism - its doctrines, its
legacies and its fortunes - in the period based on the latest research.
  meditation 4 descartes summary: The Epistemology of Descartes and Locke. A Comparative
Analysis of the Fundamentals of the Theories , 2020-10-27 Seminar paper from the year 2020 in the
subject Philosophy - Philosophy of the 17th and 18th Centuries, grade: 1,0, Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki, language: English, abstract: In this paper the author would like to compare the
epistemology of Rene Descartes and John Locke. Insofar as both lived and practiced during the
Enlightenment, she considers it an interesting object of analysis. In her opinion, the elaboration of
the two philosophical currents of empiricism as well as rationalism can be seen particularly well in
these two philosophers. To this end, she will focus particular on the first two meditations of
Descartes, more precisely the methodological doubt and the Cogito argument, as well as the Essay
concerning Humane Understanding by John Locke. In the first step, she will explain Descartes, with
particular reference to the concept of his own existence and his mathematical approach.
Furthermore, she will try to work out the meaning of logical thinking as well as the meaning of
deduction by means of his text and examples taken from it. In the following, Locke's views will be
presented in more detail, whereby she will focus particular on the meaning of experience and the
development of ideas through that sensory experience. Also, shortly, in contrast to the explanation of
deduction in Descartes' sense, the induction will be also examined. This is followed by an analytical
comparison of the two theories and their classification in the philosophical currents as well as a
critical illumination of the two approaches in order to work out the weaknesses and strengths of
both theories, which will finally be summarized in a short conclusion.
  meditation 4 descartes summary: The Cambridge Companion to Descartes’ Meditations
David Cunning, 2014-01-23 Descartes' enormously influential Meditations seeks to prove a number
of theses: that God is a necessary existent; that our minds are equipped to track truth and avoid
error; that the external world exists and provides us with information to preserve our embodiment;



and that minds are immaterial substances. The work is a treasure-trove of views and arguments, but
there are controversies about the details of the arguments and about how we are supposed to
unpack the views themselves. This Companion offers a rich collection of new perspectives on the
Meditations, showing how the work is structured literally as a meditation and how it fits into
Descartes' larger philosophical system. Topics include Descartes' views on philosophical method,
knowledge, skepticism, God, the nature of mind, free will, and the differences between reflective and
embodied life. The volume will be valuable to those studying Descartes and early modern philosophy
more generally.
  meditation 4 descartes summary: Gift and Economy Eric R. Severson, 2011-09-22 Is it
possible to really give a gift? This may, at first glance, seem like a peripheral question for
philosophy, which normally directs its attention to seemingly bigger questions. The dynamics of the
gift move into philosophy from anthropology and sociology, but Jacques Derrida insists that this
question belongs at the heart of philosophy. This volume takes up Derrida’s challenge to invest in
the question of a gift, and the relationship between gift and economy. The powerful and corruptive
forces of economy can wreak havoc on every effort to give or receive a pure gift. Each of the essays
investigates some aspect of the gift, and the way economics relate to the sheer hospitality and
generosity implied in the idea of giving. Is there a blessed economy? Must economics always operate
in a sinister and exploitive fashion? What can be learned by the philosophical investigations related
to this concept? There is something about the event or idea of the gift that cannot be entirely
explained by the machinations of economy. In the giving of a gift something happens, if only
unpredictably and rarely, that cannot be explained by the calculus that tracks the exchange of
money, property, goods, debt and power. This excess that confounds the reduction of the gift to the
dynamics of power and exchange is a source of creative fascination for a wide range of philosophers,
including the collection of scholars who have contributed to this book.
  meditation 4 descartes summary: The Routledge Guidebook to Descartes' Meditations Gary
Hatfield, 2014-07-11 Descartes is widely regarded to be the father of modern philosophy and his
Meditations is among the most important philosophical texts ever written. The Routledge Guidebook
to Descartes’ Meditations introduces the major themes in Descartes’ great book and acts as a
companion for reading this key work, examining: The context of Descartes’ work and the
background to his writing Each separate part of the text in relation to its goals, meanings and
impact The reception the book received when first seen by the world The relevance of Descartes’
work to modern philosophy, it’s legacy and influence With further reading included throughout, this
text follows Descartes’ original work closely, making it essential reading for all students of
philosophy, and all those wishing to get to grips with this classic work.
  meditation 4 descartes summary: Reforming the Art of Living Rico Vitz, 2014-10-20
Descartes’s concern with the proper method of belief formation is evident in the titles of his
works—e.g., The Search after Truth, The Rules for the Direction of the Mind and The Discourse on
Method of rightly conducting one’s reason and seeking the truth in the sciences. It is most apparent,
however, in his famous discussions, both in the Meditations and in the Principles, of one particularly
noteworthy source of our doxastic errors—namely, the misuse of one’s will. What is not widely
recognized, let alone appreciated and understood, is the relationship between his concern with
belief formation and his concern with virtue. In fact, few seem to realize that Descartes regards
doxastic errors as moral errors and as sins both because such errors are intrinsically vicious and
because they entail notably deleterious social consequences. Reforming the Art of Living seeks to
rectify this rather common oversight in two ways. First, it aims to elucidate the nature of Descartes’s
account of virtuous belief formation. Second, it aims both (i) to illuminate the social significance of
Descartes’s philosophical program as it relates to the understanding and practice not of science, but
of religion and (ii) to develop a kind of Leibnizian critique of this aspect of his program. More
specifically, it aims to show that Descartes’s project is “dangerous,” insofar as it is subversive not
only of traditional Christianity but also of other traditional forms of religion, both in theory and in
practice.



  meditation 4 descartes summary: Routledge Philosophy GuideBook to Descartes and
the Meditations Gary Hatfield, 2003-05-19 Rene Descartes is generally accepted as the father of
modern philosophy, and his Meditations is perhaps the most famous philosophical text ever written.
In this Routledge Philosophy GuideBook, Gary Hatfield guides the reader through the text of the
Meditations, providing commentary and analysis throughout. He assesses Descartes' importance in
the history of philosophy and his continuing relevance to contemporary thought. Descartes and the
Meditations will be essential reading for all students of philosophy, and for anyone coming to
Descartes for the first time.
  meditation 4 descartes summary: Routledge Philosophy Guidebook to Descartes and
The Meditations Gary Carl Hatfield, 2003 Rene Descartes is generally accepted as the father of
modern philosophy, and his Meditations is perhaps the most famous philosophical text ever written.
In this Routledge Philosophy GuideBook, Gary Hatfield guides the reader through the text of the
Meditations, providing commentary and analysis throughout. He assesses Descartes' importance in
the history of philosophy and his continuing relevance to contemporary thought. Descartes and the
Meditations will be essential reading for all students of philosophy, and for anyone coming to
Descartes for the first time.
  meditation 4 descartes summary: Law, Virtue and Justice Amalia Amaya, Hock Lai Ho,
2012-12-20 This book explores the relevance of virtue theory to law from a variety of perspectives.
The concept of virtue is central in both contemporary ethics and epistemology. In contrast, in law,
there has not been a comparable trend toward explaining normativity on the model of virtue theory.
In the last few years, however, there has been an increasing interest in virtue theory among legal
scholars. 'Virtue jurisprudence' has emerged as a serious candidate for a theory of law and
adjudication. Advocates of virtue jurisprudence put primary emphasis on aretaic concepts rather
than on duties or consequences. Aretaic concepts are, on this view, crucial for explaining law and
adjudication. This book is a collection of essays examining the role of virtue in general jurisprudence
as well as in specific areas of the law. Part I puts together a number of papers discussing various
philosophical aspects of an approach to law and adjudication based on the virtues. Part II discusses
the relationship between law, virtue and character development, with some of the essays selected
analysing this relationship by combining both eastern perspectives on virtue and character with
western approaches. Parts III and IV examine problems of substantive areas of law, more
specifically, criminal law and evidence law, from within a virtue-based framework. Last, Part V
discusses the relevance of empathy to our understanding of justice and legal morality.
  meditation 4 descartes summary: The Devil Wins Dallas G. Denery II, 2015-01-18 A bold
retelling of the history of lying in medieval and early modern Europe Is it ever acceptable to lie? This
question plays a surprisingly important role in the story of Europe's transition from medieval to
modern society. According to many historians, Europe became modern when Europeans began to
lie—that is, when they began to argue that it is sometimes acceptable to lie. This popular account
offers a clear trajectory of historical progression from a medieval world of faith, in which every lie is
sinful, to a more worldly early modern society in which lying becomes a permissible strategy for
self-defense and self-advancement. Unfortunately, this story is wrong. For medieval and early
modern Christians, the problem of the lie was the problem of human existence itself. To ask Is it ever
acceptable to lie? was to ask how we, as sinners, should live in a fallen world. As it turns out, the
answer to that question depended on who did the asking. The Devil Wins uncovers the complicated
history of lying from the early days of the Catholic Church to the Enlightenment, revealing the
diversity of attitudes about lying by considering the question from the perspectives of five
representative voices—the Devil, God, theologians, courtiers, and women. Examining works by
Augustine, Bonaventure, Martin Luther, Madeleine de Scudéry, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and a host
of others, Dallas G. Denery II shows how the lie, long thought to be the source of worldly corruption,
eventually became the very basis of social cohesion and peace.
  meditation 4 descartes summary: Descartes Georges Dicker, 2013-04-25 This new edition of
Georges Dicker's commentary on Descartes's Meditations serves as an introduction to Descartes's



philosophy for undergraduates and as a sophisticated companion to his Meditations for advanced
readers, and it incorporates much recent Descartes scholarship.
  meditation 4 descartes summary: Essays on Descartes' Meditations Amélie Oksenberg Rorty,
2023-04-28 The essays in this volume form a commentary on Descartes' Meditations. Following the
sequence of the meditational stages, the authors analyze the function of each stage in transforming
the reader, to realize his essential nature as a rational inquirer, capable of scientific, demonstrable
knowledge of the world. There are essays on the genre of meditational writing, on the implications of
the opening cathartic section of the book on Descartes' theory of perception and his use of skeptical
arguments; essays on the theory of ideas and their role of Descartes' reconstructive analytic method;
essays on the proofs for the existence of God, on the role of the will in the formation and
malformation of judgments; and the essays on the foundations of the science of extension and on
Descartes' account of the union of mind and body. This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived
program, which commemorates University of California Press's mission to seek out and cultivate the
brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893,
Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using
print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1987. The essays in this volume
form a commentary on Descartes' Meditations. Following the sequence of the meditational stages,
the authors analyze the function of each stage in transforming the reader, to realize his essential
nature as a rational inqui
  meditation 4 descartes summary: Descartes's Concept of Mind Lilli Alanen, 2009-07-01
Descartes's concept of the mind, as distinct from the body with which it forms a union, set the
agenda for much of Western philosophy's subsequent reflection on human nature and thought. This
is the first book to give an analysis of Descartes's pivotal concept that deals with all the functions of
the mind, cognitive as well as volitional, theoretical as well as practical and moral. Focusing on
Descartes's view of the mind as intimately united to and intermingled with the body, and exploring
its implications for his philosophy of mind and moral psychology, Lilli Alanen argues that the
epistemological and methodological consequences of this view have been largely misconstrued in
the modern debate. Informed by both the French tradition of Descartes scholarship and recent
Anglo-American research, Alanen's book combines historical-contextual analysis with a philosophical
problem-oriented approach. It seeks to relate Descartes's views on mind and intentionality both to
contemporary debates and to the problems Descartes confronted in their historical context. By
drawing out the historical antecedents and the intellectual evolution of Descartes's thinking about
the mind, the book shows how his emphasis on the embodiment of the mind has implications far
more complex and interesting than the usual dualist account suggests.
  meditation 4 descartes summary: Journal of the History of Philosophy , 1988
  meditation 4 descartes summary: Leibniz Irena Backus, 2016 Irena Backus offers the first
examination of Leibniz as both scholar and theologian in more than four hundred years, illuminating
the relationship between metaphysics and theology in Leibniz's handling of key theological issues of
his time: predestination, sacred history, the Eucharist, and efforts for a union between Lutherans
and Catholics and between Lutherans and Calvinists. Drawing on a wide range of Leibniz's writings,
Backus carefully presents the philosophical points and counterpoints of Leibniz's positions. She
shows how Leibniz's essentially Lutheran nonorthodox theology was reconciled with his philosophy
and demonstrates that Leibniz was not a typical Lutheran: the solutions he sought to the problems of
confessional division were more philosophical than theological, and his view of sacred history was
intended to vindicate his theodicy. Leibniz's unique integration of theology into philosophy proved
satisfactory neither to theologians nor to many philosophers of his time. This study delves into a
wealth of previously unexplored material, and includes the first-ever English translation of the
Unvorgreiffliches Bedencken. It will be an important contribution to the history of ideas, and to
understanding Leibniz's place in the mainstream Protestant theology of his time--
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