
medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel

medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel is a historic landmark located in the
small town of Medicine Bow, Wyoming. Known for its rustic charm and Old West
ambiance, the Virginian Hotel offers visitors a unique glimpse into Wyoming’s
rich history and frontier heritage. This article explores the hotel’s
background, architectural significance, amenities, and its role in local
tourism. Additionally, practical information for potential guests is provided
to enhance the experience of staying at this iconic establishment. Readers
will gain a comprehensive understanding of why the Virginian Hotel remains a
beloved destination in Medicine Bow.
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History of the Virginian Hotel
The Virginian Hotel in Medicine Bow, Wyoming, holds a significant place in
the region’s history. Established in the early 20th century, it was named
after the famous novel “The Virginian” by Owen Wister, which helped
popularize the American West and cowboy culture. The hotel quickly became a
central hub for travelers, ranchers, and railroad workers passing through
this part of Wyoming. Its rich history is intertwined with the development of
the town of Medicine Bow and the surrounding areas, reflecting the spirit of
the Old West.

Origins and Naming
The hotel was constructed in 1911, during a period of rapid growth in
Medicine Bow due to the expansion of railroad lines. Named after Owen
Wister’s novel, “The Virginian,” which was one of the first Western novels to
achieve national acclaim, the hotel aimed to capture the romanticism and
ruggedness associated with cowboy life. This connection to literature and
Western heritage has contributed to the hotel’s enduring fame.



Role in Medicine Bow’s Development
Throughout the 20th century, the Virginian Hotel served as a key meeting
point for local residents and visitors. It hosted countless social events,
served as lodging for railroad workers, and became a symbol of hospitality in
this remote Wyoming town. The hotel’s survival through economic changes and
shifts in the tourism industry underscores its resilience and importance to
the community.

Architecture and Design
The Virginian Hotel is an excellent example of early 20th-century Western
architecture, combining practical design with stylistic elements that evoke
the frontier era. Its structure and interior design reflect the historical
and cultural influences of the American West, making it a visually and
historically significant building in Medicine Bow.

Exterior Features
The hotel’s exterior showcases classic Western architectural elements such as
a two-story wooden facade, large porches, and a prominent sign that has
become a local landmark. The use of timber and stone materials adds to the
building’s rustic charm and authenticity. The design emphasizes durability
and simplicity, reflecting the practical needs of a frontier hotel serving
travelers and workers.

Interior Design and Decor
Inside, the Virginian Hotel retains much of its original character with
period-appropriate furnishings, wood-paneled walls, and decorative details
that highlight its historical roots. The lobby and common areas feature
vintage photographs, Western memorabilia, and traditional fixtures that
create an immersive atmosphere. This careful preservation of interior design
provides guests with an authentic experience of Wyoming’s historic past.

Amenities and Accommodations
The Virginian Hotel offers a range of amenities designed to provide comfort
while maintaining its historic ambiance. Visitors can expect well-appointed
rooms, dining options, and services that cater to both leisure and business
travelers. The balance between modern convenience and historical authenticity
is a key feature of the hotel’s hospitality approach.



Guest Rooms
The hotel features multiple guest rooms equipped with modern amenities such
as Wi-Fi, private bathrooms, and climate control, while still preserving
vintage decor. Each room is uniquely decorated to reflect the hotel’s Western
heritage, ensuring a memorable and comfortable stay for visitors. The variety
of room types accommodates solo travelers, couples, and families alike.

Dining and Social Spaces
The Virginian Hotel includes a restaurant and bar that serve local cuisine
and classic American dishes. The dining area retains a Western-themed
ambiance, making it a popular gathering spot for both guests and locals.
Social spaces within the hotel encourage interaction and relaxation,
reinforcing the hotel’s role as a community hub.

Additional Services
Other amenities may include event hosting, guided tours, and concierge
services that assist visitors in exploring Medicine Bow and surrounding
attractions. The hotel’s staff is knowledgeable about the local area and can
provide valuable recommendations for activities and sightseeing.

Local Attractions and Activities
Staying at the Virginian Hotel offers convenient access to a variety of
attractions and activities in Medicine Bow, Wyoming. The town and its
surroundings boast natural beauty, historical sites, and outdoor recreation
opportunities that appeal to diverse interests.

Historical and Cultural Sites
Visitors can explore landmarks related to Wyoming’s frontier history,
including museums, old railroad depots, and sites connected to the story of
the American West. The Virginian Hotel itself often serves as a starting
point for cultural tours that delve into the region’s past.

Outdoor Recreation
The Medicine Bow National Forest and nearby mountain ranges provide
opportunities for hiking, fishing, horseback riding, and wildlife viewing.
These activities allow guests to experience Wyoming’s rugged landscapes and
natural environment firsthand.



Seasonal Events and Festivals
Medicine Bow hosts various events throughout the year, such as rodeos, fairs,
and Western heritage celebrations. The Virginian Hotel frequently
participates in or supports these community gatherings, offering visitors a
chance to engage with local traditions and festivities.

Visitor Information and Tips
For those planning a visit to the Virginian Hotel in Medicine Bow, practical
information can enhance the travel experience. Understanding the best times
to visit, transportation options, and local customs is essential for a smooth
and enjoyable stay.

Best Time to Visit
The ideal time to visit Medicine Bow and the Virginian Hotel depends on
preferred activities. Summer and early fall offer pleasant weather for
outdoor pursuits, while winter provides opportunities for snow-related
recreation. Visitors should consider seasonal conditions when planning their
trip.

Getting There
Medicine Bow is accessible by car via major highways, with the nearest
airports located in larger cities such as Cheyenne or Laramie. The town’s
small size means that local transportation options may be limited, so
arranging a rental vehicle is advisable for greater mobility.

Booking and Reservations
Due to its popularity and historical significance, the Virginian Hotel can
experience high demand, especially during peak tourist seasons and events.
Early reservations are recommended to secure accommodations and take
advantage of special packages or tours offered by the hotel.

Local Etiquette and Tips
Visitors should respect the hotel’s historical character and the community’s
hospitality norms. Engaging with local staff and residents can enrich the
visit by providing insights into Medicine Bow’s culture and history.
Additionally, supporting local businesses and attractions contributes to the
town’s economic vitality.



Checklist for Visitors

Bring appropriate clothing for seasonal weather

Make reservations well in advance

Plan outdoor activities based on weather forecasts

Explore local dining and cultural experiences

Respect historical preservation efforts at the hotel

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Virginian Hotel in Medicine Bow, Wyoming
known for?
The Virginian Hotel in Medicine Bow, Wyoming is known for being a historic
landmark dating back to 1911, offering a glimpse into the Old West with its
preserved architecture and vintage ambiance.

Where is the Virginian Hotel located in Medicine
Bow, Wyoming?
The Virginian Hotel is located in the small town of Medicine Bow in
southeastern Wyoming, along the historic Lincoln Highway.

Can you stay overnight at the Virginian Hotel in
Medicine Bow, Wyoming?
Yes, the Virginian Hotel operates as a boutique hotel offering overnight
accommodations with period furnishings and modern amenities.

What amenities does the Virginian Hotel offer to
guests?
The Virginian Hotel offers amenities such as comfortable guest rooms, a
lounge, event spaces, and often features local history exhibits.

Is the Virginian Hotel in Medicine Bow associated
with any famous historical events?
While not tied to a single famous event, the Virginian Hotel reflects the



history of the American West and the expansion of the railroad in Wyoming.

Are there any dining options available at the
Virginian Hotel in Medicine Bow?
The Virginian Hotel typically features a lounge or bar area where guests can
enjoy drinks, and nearby local eateries offer dining options.

What makes the Virginian Hotel a popular spot for
tourists in Medicine Bow?
Tourists are drawn to the Virginian Hotel for its authentic Old West charm,
historic significance, and its proximity to outdoor activities in Wyoming.

How can I book a room at the Virginian Hotel in
Medicine Bow, Wyoming?
Rooms at the Virginian Hotel can be booked through their official website, by
phone, or via popular travel booking platforms.

Additional Resources
1. History of the Virginian Hotel in Medicine Bow, Wyoming
This book explores the rich history of the Virginian Hotel, a landmark in
Medicine Bow, Wyoming. It details the hotel's construction in the early 20th
century and its significance to the local community and travelers. Through
archival photographs and personal stories, readers gain insight into the
hotel's role in the development of the American West.

2. The Virginian Hotel: Architecture and Preservation
Focusing on the architectural style and preservation efforts of the Virginian
Hotel, this book delves into the unique design elements that make the
building a historic treasure. It covers the challenges faced in maintaining
the structure and the importance of preserving such landmarks for future
generations. Architects, historians, and preservationists share their
perspectives.

3. Medicine Bow Chronicles: Stories from the Virginian Hotel
This collection of short stories and anecdotes centers around the Virginian
Hotel and its guests throughout the decades. It captures the spirit of small-
town Wyoming and the diverse people who passed through the hotel’s doors. The
narratives highlight local culture, folklore, and the evolving American West.

4. The Virginian Hotel and the Legacy of Western Hospitality
Examining the tradition of hospitality in the American West, this book uses
the Virginian Hotel as a case study. It discusses how the hotel served as
more than just lodging, acting as a social and cultural hub for Medicine Bow.



The book also reflects on changing travel trends and their impact on historic
hotels.

5. Railroads and the Virginian Hotel: Medicine Bow’s Gateway
This book investigates the relationship between the railroad industry and the
Virginian Hotel, emphasizing Medicine Bow’s role as a key stop along the rail
lines. It chronicles how the hotel catered to railroad workers and travelers,
contributing to the town’s economic growth. Historical maps and documents
illustrate this dynamic period.

6. Ghosts of the Virginian Hotel: Legends of Medicine Bow
For readers interested in the paranormal, this book delves into ghost stories
and legends associated with the Virginian Hotel. It compiles eyewitness
accounts and local folklore that suggest the hotel is haunted. The book
offers a blend of history and mystery, perfect for fans of the supernatural.

7. Wyoming’s Historic Hotels: The Virginian and Beyond
Placing the Virginian Hotel within the broader context of Wyoming’s historic
hotels, this book compares and contrasts several iconic lodgings across the
state. It highlights their architectural styles, histories, and roles in
tourism and local culture. The Virginian Hotel is featured prominently as a
quintessential example.

8. Preserving the Past: Efforts to Save the Virginian Hotel
This book details the campaigns and community efforts to preserve and restore
the Virginian Hotel. It discusses funding challenges, restoration techniques,
and the importance of historic preservation. Interviews with key figures
offer an inside look at the dedication required to maintain such a landmark.

9. Medicine Bow: A Wyoming Town and Its Virginian Hotel
This comprehensive book covers the history of Medicine Bow, Wyoming, with a
special focus on the Virginian Hotel as a central feature of the town. It
examines how the hotel influenced the town’s development socially,
economically, and culturally. Richly illustrated, it serves as both a local
history and a tribute to the enduring spirit of the Virginian Hotel.

Medicine Bow Wyoming Virginian Hotel

Find other PDF articles:
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-510/pdf?dataid=pbL30-4600&title=meditatio
n-music-for-anxiety-and-sleep.pdf

  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: The Bicentennial of the United States of
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the best in entertainment, personalities, travel, rodeo action, human interest, art, poetry, fashion,
food, horsemanship, history, and every other facet of Western culture. With stunning photography
and you-are-there reportage, American Cowboy immerses readers in the cowboy life and the magic
that is the great American West.
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: Good Medicine For the Bow Marvin Cronberg,
2015-03-17 It was not easy to establish and maintain a frontier community. Aside from the
harassment from the native americans, there were the usual petty jealousies and worse, a total lack
of law enforcement. Fortunately there were individuals whose leadership would overcome the desire
for personal gain and supplant the community effort. These were people who wanted something
more and sacrificed to make it happen. But this book is not about people, it is about dedication. It is
about a process that includes men and women who want to be a part of something greater than
themselves. This is a process that is uncommon today, but was common in frontier Wyoming.
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: Lincoln Highway United States. National Park
Service, 2004
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: Medicine Bow Valley Pioneers E Strayer-Hanson
Frances E Strayer-Hanson, Frances E. Strayer-Hanson, 2009-11 MEDICINE BOW, WYOMING home
of Owen Wister s Virginian. When you call me that, smile. Learn the real history of Medicine Bow
and its pioneers. Robbers Roost Ranch home of one of the world s great fossil beds. Discovered in
the 1880s and 1890s, archeologists from all over the country came to dig for fossils at Como Bluff
near Medicine Bow, Wyo. Fort Halleck, Overland Trail; First Home of John Sublet Jr. Was Wyoming s
John Sublet (1840-1928) denied his rightful inheritance to his famous relative s estate, because of
his African-American ancestry? Did the hearings on the famous Sublet Will end because a
mixed-race man in the wilds of Wyoming was about to prove his relationship to this branch of the
Sublet family? Elk Mountain, Wyoming---Home of the renowned GARDEN SPOT PAVILLION with the
famous swing and sway dance floor. If you can t dance, hop on and ride! Learn the secret to the
famous floor! Dancers from everywhere danced to the music of Harry James, Lawrence Welk,
Tommy Dorsey, T. Texas Tyler, and many more famous bands. SADIE S GROVE---Talk of the old days
always comes around to Sadie and Sadie s Grove. Learn who she was and why she has become a
legend. One of the valley s ghost towns, Carbon, Wyoming was the first coal mine opened in
Wyoming by the Union Pacific Railroad. Read about these courageous pioneers and their struggle to
make a better life in the prairies and along the river in the Medicine Bow Valley. THE OVERLAND
TRAIL; Historians say over 20,000 people a year crossed the Medicine Bow Valley on the Overland
Trail. This book has over 1,000 names of people who crossed through or lived in the Medicine Bow
Valley. From Hanna, Wyoming come exciting biographies, genealogies, myths, legends, and tales
from when Hanna was an infant.
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: Master Register of Bicentennial Projects, February
1976 American Revolution Bicentennial Administration, 1976
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: Plains to the Pacific Robert J. Slothower, James R.
Harman, 2021-04-26 The previous edition of Plains to the Pacific won a national award in the
Spiritual and Inspirational category with IndieReader in 2017. The emergence of this project is due
to a fascinating discovery by coauthor James Harman: his great-grandfather Robert Slothower (born
in 1871) had written a life-story manuscript. Robert's story represents a challenging life met with
great courage. The son and grandson of Civil War soldiers who fought on the Union side, Robert
Slothower clearly inherited the strength of a bygone era. Farming, homesteading, and painful
lessons of loss are part of Robert Slothower's life. Being separated from the rest of his family for
seven years as a boy. Then as a young man, the pain of losing his young wife on the remote Wyoming
homestead is overwhelming, but Robert Slothower overcomes adversity and rebuilds his life. A
growing relationship with God, along with a new life out West, takes Robert Slothower and his
family from the Great Plains to Southwest Washington State, where he finds his second love and is
blessed with triplets. Plains to the Pacific, a historical narrative, reminds us that life was not always
so easy, but from great trials can emerge great joy.



  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: Lincoln Highway 101 John Mulhern III, 2015-03-31
In this book, John Mulhern III writes about traveling a total of 6,281 miles in 15 days - a route
through sixteen widely (and wildly) different states including not only stops in the the cities of New
York City, Salt Lake City, San Francisco, and Denver, but also nights in the small cities and towns of
Warsaw, Marshalltown, and North Platte. Adventures on the road (including mechanical issues of
various sorts) yield to visits with friends old and new, encounters with various other Corvettes and
other vehicles of interest, and more than a few great places to eat, sometimes in the most
unexpected places. This is a book for travel lovers and most certainly for Corvette lovers, but most of
all for devotees of the stunning beauty and endless variety of the United States of America. It
includes several maps of the route, an annotated bibliography, and over 140 photos and illustrations,
almost all in color.
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: Wind Power from Medicine Bow , 1981
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: Wyoming Off the Beaten Path® Michael Mccoy,
2009-12-22 Wyoming Off the Beaten Path features the things travelers and locals want to see and
experience––if only they knew about them. From the best in local dining to quirky cultural tidbits to
hidden attractions, unique finds, and unusual locales.
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: American Motorcyclist , 2000-06 American
Motorcyclist magazine, the official journal of the American Motorcyclist Associaton, tells the stories
of the people who make motorcycling the sport that it is. It's available monthly to AMA members.
Become a part of the largest, most diverse and most enthusiastic group of riders in the country by
visiting our website or calling 800-AMA-JOIN.
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: Owen Wister and the West Gary Scharnhorst,
2015-03-16 More than any other pioneer of the genre, Owen Wister turned the Western into a form
of social and political critique, touching on such issues as race, the environment, women’s rights,
and immigration. In Owen Wister and the West, a biographical-literary account of Wister’s life and
writings, Gary Scharnhorst shows how the West shaped Wister’s career and ideas, even as he lived
and worked in the East.
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: Tumbleweeds and Shiny Braids Kelly Weddle,
2015-08-07 Tumbleweeds and Shiny Braids is a travel journal ideal for RVers and others planning a
trip out west. Tumbleweeds and Shiny Braids Provides you with a guide to your trip with little
research on your part Enables you to do the exact trip just by following along Provides you with
must see attractions along with extra attractions for each state Tells you which cities to visit in that
state Informs you of mountainous winding roads that large RVs should avoid Tells you which
campgrounds to visit to centralize your location in order to see all the areas attractions without
moving your home base constantly
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: Food and Agricultural Tourism Susan Slocum,
Kynda Curtis, 2017-10-12 This book fills a gap in the growing academic discipline of food and
agricultural tourism, offering the first multidisciplinary approach to food tourism and the role it
plays in economic development, destination marketing, and gastronomic exploration. It provides a
comprehensive introduction to the discipline by considering food tourism in connection with both
cultural values and important issues in agriculture, food consumption and safety, and rural heritage
and sustainability. The book is divided into four Parts. Part I defines the elements of food tourism
and explains its relationship with sustainability. Part II provides an overview of rural development
and demonstrates the impact of industrialization and globalization on eating habits. Part III focuses
on food tourism studies and market segmentation techniques to help students understand customer
needs regarding food tourism products. Finally, Part IV looks at the financial, policy, and legal
requirements relating to food tourism development, providing hands-on tools for students entering
food tourism businesses or industries. Complemented by a wide range of international case studies,
key definitions, and study questions, Food and Agricultural Tourism is essential reading for students
of tourism, geography, and economic development studies.
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: Looking West John D. Dorst, 1999 In Looking West,



John D. Dorst examines a largely neglected pattern of seeing that stands in contrast to the
universally familiar iconography.
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: Carbon Basin Coal Project Area , 1998
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: Crusin' the Fossil Freeway Kirk Johnson, 2020-03-27
The travels of a paleontologist and an artist as they drive across the American West in search of
fossils. Throughout their journey, they encounter paleonerds like themselves, people dedicated to
finding everything from suburban T. rexes to ancient fossilized forests.
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: National Register of Historic Places, 1966 to 1994 ,
1994
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: National Register of Historic Places, 1966 to
1994 National Park Service, 1994
  medicine bow wyoming virginian hotel: National Register of Historic Places, 1966-1994
, 1994 Lists buildings, structures, sites, objects, and districts that possess historical significance as
defined by the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, in every state.
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