medicine in sign language

medicine in sign language is a vital topic that bridges communication gaps between healthcare
providers and deaf or hard-of-hearing individuals. Understanding how medical terms and concepts
are conveyed through sign language improves accessibility and ensures better patient care. This
article explores the significance of medicine in sign language, highlighting its role in healthcare
settings, common medical signs, and resources available for learning. Additionally, it covers
challenges faced by deaf patients and strategies for effective communication in medical
environments. The integration of sign language in medicine not only promotes inclusivity but also
enhances the accuracy of medical consultations and treatments.
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The Importance of Medicine in Sign Language

The role of medicine in sign language is crucial for ensuring that deaf and hard-of-hearing
individuals receive proper healthcare. Effective communication in medical contexts can significantly
impact diagnosis, treatment, and patient safety. Sign language serves as a primary mode of
communication for many in the deaf community, making it essential for medical professionals to
understand and use relevant signs accurately. Incorporating medicine in sign language helps
eliminate misunderstandings, promotes patient autonomy, and supports informed consent during
medical procedures.

Enhancing Patient-Provider Communication

Clear communication between patients and healthcare providers is fundamental to quality medical
care. Medicine in sign language enables healthcare professionals to convey complex medical
information precisely and compassionately. This reduces the risk of errors and improves patient
satisfaction. When medical providers learn and use sign language related to medicine, they
demonstrate respect for their patients’ needs and foster trust within the clinical environment.

Legal and Ethical Considerations

In many countries, healthcare institutions are legally required to provide effective communication



accommodations, including sign language interpretation, under disability rights laws. The use of
medicine in sign language aligns with ethical standards that emphasize equality and
nondiscrimination. Medical practitioners who are proficient in sign language or who arrange for
qualified interpreters uphold these legal and ethical obligations, ensuring equitable access to
healthcare services.

Common Medical Signs and Their Meanings

Medicine in sign language encompasses a wide range of signs that represent medical conditions,
treatments, anatomy, and procedures. These signs vary slightly depending on the sign language
system used, such as American Sign Language (ASL), British Sign Language (BSL), or others.
Familiarity with common medical signs is essential for both healthcare providers and patients who
rely on sign language for communication.

Basic Medical Vocabulary in Sign Language

Some fundamental medical signs include those for “doctor,” “hospital,” “medicine,” and “pain.”
Learning these signs forms the foundation for more complex medical conversations. For example,
the sign for “doctor” typically involves a gesture near the forehead or wrist, while “medicine” often
mimics the action of taking a pill.

Signs for Symptoms and Conditions

n o«

Understanding signs related to symptoms such as “fever,” “cough,” or “headache” is crucial for
describing health issues accurately. Many of these signs incorporate facial expressions and body
language to convey the severity or nature of symptoms. Additionally, signs for chronic conditions
like “diabetes” or “asthma” help patients communicate ongoing health concerns effectively.

e Doctor

e Medicine
e Hospital
e Pain

e Fever

e Cough

e Headache
e Diabetes

e Asthma



Challenges in Healthcare Communication

Despite advances in awareness and technology, communication barriers remain a significant
challenge in medical settings involving deaf patients. The absence of qualified sign language
interpreters or insufficient knowledge of medical signs among healthcare professionals can lead to
misunderstandings, misdiagnoses, and inadequate treatment.

Limited Availability of Qualified Interpreters

One major obstacle is the scarcity of interpreters trained specifically in medical terminology.
Medical appointments often require precise and confidential communication, which demands
interpreters with specialized skills. Without these professionals, patients may rely on family
members or untrained staff, which can compromise privacy and accuracy.

Variability in Sign Language Usage

Sign languages are not universal; regional and cultural differences affect vocabulary and grammar.
This variability complicates the consistent use of medicine in sign language across different areas.
Healthcare providers must be aware of these differences and adapt accordingly to ensure clear
communication.

Resources for Learning Medical Sign Language

Numerous resources exist to help both healthcare professionals and deaf individuals learn medicine
in sign language. These tools range from online courses and mobile applications to printed
dictionaries and community workshops. Utilizing these resources enhances communication and
facilitates better healthcare outcomes.

Online Courses and Tutorials

Many organizations offer online training focused on medical sign language, covering essential
vocabulary and communication techniques. These courses often include videos demonstrating signs,
quizzes, and interactive components to reinforce learning. They are convenient and accessible for
busy healthcare workers seeking to improve their skills.

Mobile Applications

Mobile apps designed for learning sign language provide on-the-go access to medical signs and
phrases. Features may include video demonstrations, search functions, and customizable word lists.
These apps support continuous learning and quick reference during clinical encounters.



Community and Professional Workshops

Workshops conducted by deaf organizations or medical institutions offer hands-on training in
medicine in sign language. These sessions often involve role-playing scenarios, expert feedback, and
networking opportunities. Participating in such workshops deepens understanding and builds
confidence in using medical sign language effectively.

Strategies to Improve Communication in Medical
Settings

Effective communication strategies are essential to maximize the benefits of medicine in sign
language within healthcare environments. Implementing these strategies helps overcome barriers
and promotes a patient-centered approach to care.

Incorporating Certified Medical Interpreters

Scheduling certified medical interpreters during appointments ensures accurate and confidential
communication. Healthcare facilities should establish protocols for interpreter services and train
staff to coordinate these resources efficiently.

Training Healthcare Providers in Sign Language Basics

Providing basic sign language training to medical staff increases their ability to communicate
directly with deaf patients. This knowledge fosters rapport and reduces reliance solely on
interpreters for simple interactions.

Utilizing Visual Aids and Written Materials

Supplementing sign language with visual aids, diagrams, and written instructions enhances patient
understanding. Clear and accessible educational materials tailored for deaf individuals support
adherence to treatment plans.

Creating Inclusive Environments

Medical facilities should cultivate an inclusive atmosphere by recognizing the communication needs
of deaf patients. This includes staff awareness, appropriate signage, and the availability of assistive
technologies.

¢ Certified medical interpreters

 Basic sign language training for staff



e Visual aids and written materials

¢ Inclusive healthcare environments

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the sign for 'medicine’' in American Sign Language
(ASL)?

The sign for 'medicine' in ASL involves placing the thumb and middle finger of one hand together
and tapping them on the wrist of the other hand, mimicking the action of taking a pill or checking a
pulse.

How can I learn medical terminology in sign language?

You can learn medical terminology in sign language through specialized ASL medical courses, online
tutorials, and videos created by certified ASL interpreters focusing on healthcare vocabulary.

Is there a universal sign for 'doctor' in sign language?

While signs can vary by region, a common ASL sign for 'doctor' is tapping the wrist with the fingers
of one hand, representing checking a pulse.

How important is sign language in healthcare settings?

Sign language is crucial in healthcare as it facilitates clear communication between medical
professionals and Deaf or hard-of-hearing patients, ensuring accurate diagnosis and treatment.

Are there specific sign language interpreters trained for
medical settings?

Yes, many sign language interpreters receive specialized training in medical terminology and
protocols to effectively assist in healthcare environments.

Can learning sign language improve patient care for Deaf
individuals?

Absolutely, healthcare providers who know sign language can communicate directly with Deaf
patients, enhancing trust, understanding, and overall care quality.

What are common challenges when using sign language in



medicine?

Challenges include variations in signs across regions, lack of trained interpreters, and complex
medical terminology that requires precise signing.

How can technology assist in medicine and sign language
communication?

Technology like video relay services, mobile apps with medical sign language dictionaries, and
virtual interpreters help bridge communication gaps in medical settings.

Are there differences between sign languages used in different
countries for medical terms?

Yes, sign languages vary globally, and medical signs can differ greatly, so it's important to learn the
specific sign language used in your country or region.

Where can healthcare professionals find resources to learn
sign language related to medicine?

Resources include online platforms like ASLPro, Deaf Health websites, professional workshops, and
organizations such as the National Association of the Deaf that offer medical sign language
materials.

Additional Resources

1. Medical Sign Language: A Comprehensive Guide

This book serves as an essential resource for healthcare professionals and students who want to
learn sign language specific to medical settings. It covers common medical terms, patient
interactions, and emergency communication. The clear illustrations and step-by-step instructions
make it easy to grasp even complex signs.

2. American Sign Language for Healthcare Providers

Designed for doctors, nurses, and medical staff, this book teaches practical ASL skills to improve
communication with deaf and hard-of-hearing patients. It includes vocabulary related to anatomy,
symptoms, and treatment procedures. Real-life scenarios and dialogues help readers practice
conversational signing.

3. Signing Naturally: Medical Vocabulary Edition

An adaptation of the popular Signing Naturally series, this edition focuses on medical terminology
and patient care communication. It is suitable for both beginners and intermediate learners. The
book integrates cultural insights to better understand Deaf patients' experiences.

4. The Deaf Patient in Medical Settings: Sign Language Communication

This book addresses the challenges faced by deaf patients and healthcare providers. It offers
strategies for effective communication using sign language and interpreters. The text emphasizes
empathy and patient-centered care to enhance medical outcomes.



5. Medical Terminology in Sign Language

A detailed dictionary-style reference that pairs medical terms with their corresponding signs. This
book helps healthcare workers quickly find and learn signs for specific conditions, medications, and
procedures. It is a handy tool for clinical environments.

6. Emergency Medicine Signs: Sign Language for First Responders

Focused on urgent care situations, this book teaches essential signs for emergency responders. It
covers trauma, CPR, pain assessment, and other critical communication needs. The concise format
allows responders to quickly review and memorize important signs.

7. Sign Language for Mental Health Professionals

This specialized book explores sign language related to mental health diagnoses, treatments, and
counseling. Mental health professionals can use it to better connect with deaf clients and provide
culturally competent care. It also discusses non-verbal cues and emotional expression in Deaf
culture.

8. Pharmacology in Sign Language

A guide to signing drug names, dosages, side effects, and instructions, this book aids pharmacists
and clinicians. It promotes safe medication communication and helps prevent misunderstandings.
[llustrations demonstrate proper handshapes and movements for clarity.

9. Communicating with Deaf Patients: A Medical Interpreter’s Guide

This book is tailored for medical interpreters working in healthcare settings. It covers terminology,
ethical considerations, and best practices for interpreting medical conversations in sign language.
The guide also includes tips on building rapport and maintaining confidentiality.
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medicine in sign language: Sign Language in Action Jemina Napier, Lorraine Leeson,
2016-01-26 This book defines the notion of applied sign linguistics by drawing on data from projects
that have explored sign language in action in various domains. The book gives professionals working
with sign languages, signed language teachers and students, research students and their
supervisors, authoritative access to current ideas and practice.

medicine in sign language: Sign Language and Linguistic Universals Wendy Sandler, Diane
Carolyn Lillo-Martin, 2006-02-02 Sign languages are of great interest to linguists, because while
they are the product of the same brain, their physical transmission differs greatly from that of
spoken languages. In this 2006 study, Wendy Sandler and Diane Lillo-Martin compare sign
languages with spoken languages, in order to seek the universal properties they share. Drawing on
general linguistic theory, they describe and analyze sign language structure, showing linguistic
universals in the phonology, morphology, and syntax of sign language, while also revealing
non-universal aspects of its structure that must be attributed to its physical transmission system. No
prior background in sign language linguistics is assumed, and numerous pictures are provided to
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make descriptions of signs and facial expressions accessible to readers. Engaging and informative,
Sign Language and Linguistic Universals will be invaluable to linguists, psychologists, and all those
interested in sign languages, linguistic theory and the universal properties of human languages.

medicine in sign language: The Sign Language Interpreting Studies Reader Cynthia B. Roy,
Jemina Napier, 2015-07-15 In Sign Language Interpreting (SLI) there is a great need for a volume
devoted to classic and seminal articles and essays dedicated to this specific domain of language
interpreting. Students, educators, and practitioners will benefit from having access to a collection of
historical and influential articles that contributed to the progress of the global SLI profession. In SLI
there is a long history of outstanding research and scholarship, much of which is now out of print, or
was published in obscure journals, or featured in publications that are no longer in print. These
readings are significant to the progression of SLI as an academic discipline and a profession. As the
years have gone by, many of these readings have been lost to students, educators, and practitioners
because they are difficult to locate or unavailable, or because this audience simply does not know
they exist. This volume brings together the seminal texts in our field that document the
philosophical, evidence-based and analytical progression of SLI work.

medicine in sign language: Sign Language Interpreting Melanie Metzger, 1999 As with all
professional interpreters, sign language interpreters strive to achieve the proper protocol of
complete objectivity and accuracy in their translation without influencing the interaction in any way.
Yet, Melanie Metzger's significant work Sign Language Interpreting: Deconstructing the Myth of
Neutrality demonstrates clearly that the ideal of an interpreter as a neutral language conduit does
not exist. Metzger offers evidence of this disparity by analyzing two video-taped ASL-English
interpreted medical interviews, one an interpreter-trainee mock interview session, and the other an
actual encounter between a deaf client and a medical professional.

medicine in sign language: The SAGE Deaf Studies Encyclopedia Genie Gertz, Patrick
Boudreault, 2016-01-05 The time has come for a new in-depth encyclopedic collection of articles
defining the current state of Deaf Studies at an international level and using the critical and
intersectional lens encompassing the field. The emergence of Deaf Studies programs at colleges and
universities and the broadened knowledge of social sciences (including but not limited to Deaf
History, Deaf Culture, Signed Languages, Deaf Bilingual Education, Deaf Art, and more) have served
to expand the activities of research, teaching, analysis, and curriculum development. The field has
experienced a major shift due to increasing awareness of Deaf Studies research since the mid-1960s.
The field has been further influenced by the Deaf community’s movement, resistance, activism and
politics worldwide, as well as the impact of technological advances, such as in communications, with
cell phones, computers, and other devices. A major goal of this new encyclopedia is to shift focus
away from the “Medical/Pathological Model” that would view Deaf individuals as needing to be
“fixed” in order to correct hearing and speaking deficiencies for the sole purpose of assimilating into
mainstream society. By contrast, The Deaf Studies Encyclopedia seeks to carve out a new and
critical perspective on Deaf Studies with the focus that the Deaf are not a people with a disability to
be treated and “cured” medically, but rather, are members of a distinct cultural group with a distinct
and vibrant community and way of being.

medicine in sign language: HCI International 2014 - Posters' Extended Abstracts
Constantine Stephanidis, 2014-05-19 This is the second of a two-volume set (CCIS 434 and CCIS
435) that constitutes the extended abstracts of the posters presented during the 16th International
Conference on Human-Computer Interaction, HCII 2014, held in Heraklion, Crete, Greece in June
2014 and consisting of 14 thematic conferences. The total of 1476 papers and 220 posters presented
at the HCII 2014 conferences were carefully reviewed and selected from 4766 submissions. These
papers address the latest research and development efforts and highlight the human aspects of
design and use of computing systems. The papers accepted for presentation thoroughly cover the
entire field of Human-Computer Interaction, addressing major advances in knowledge and effective
use of computers in a variety of application areas. The extended abstracts were carefully reviewed
and selected for inclusion in this two-volume set. This volume contains posters’ extended abstracts



addressing the following major topics: social media and social networks; learning and education;
design for all; accessibility and assistive environments; design for aging; games and exergames;
health and well-being; ergonomics and safety; HCI in business, tourism and transport; human-human
and human-agent communication; user experience case studies.

medicine in sign language: The Canadian Dictionary of ASL Carole Sue Bailey, Kathy
Dolby, Hilda Marian Campbell, Canadian Cultural Society of the Deaf, 2002-06-27 Separate sections
are included on: fingerspelling, ASL handshapes, numbers, pronouns, time concepts, and geographic
place names.--BOOK JACKET.

medicine in sign language: Immigrant Medicine E-Book Patricia Frye Walker, Elizabeth Day
Barnett, William Stauffer, James M Jaranson, 2007-10-25 Immigrant Medicine is the first
comprehensive guide to caring for immigrant and refugee patient populations. Edited by two of the
best-known contributors to the growing canon of information about immigrant medicine, and written
by a geographically diverse collection of experts, this book synthesizes the most practical and
clinically relevant information and presents it in an easy-to-access format. An invaluable resource for
front-line clinicians and other healthcare professionals, public health officials, and policy makers,
Immigrant Medicine is destined to become the benchmark reference in this emerging field. Features
expert guidance on data collection, legal, interpretive and social adjustment issues, as well as best
practices in caring for immigrants to help you confidently manage all aspects of immigrant medicine.
Includes detailed discussions on major depression, post traumatic stress disorder, and issues related
to torture so you can effectively diagnose and treat common psychiatric issues. Covers international
and new-arrival screening and immunizations offering you invaluable advice. Presents a templated
diseases/disorders section with discussions on tuberculosis, hepatitis B, and common parasites that
helps you easily manage the diseases and syndromes you are likely to encounter. Provides boxed
features and tables, differential diagnoses, and treatment algorithms to help you absorb information
at a glance.

medicine in sign language: Clinical Handbook In Adolescent Medicine, A: A Guide For
Health Professionals Who Work With Adolescents And Young Adults Katharine Steinbeck,
Michael Kohn, 2013-04-11 This clinical handbook is a valuable resource for any health professional
who works with adolescents and young adults, whether in paediatric or adult acute care facilities or
in the community. As a handbook it provides ready access to practical, clinically relevant and youth
specific information.This clinical handbook fills a clear gap, as most adolescent texts are primarily
directed at paediatricians. This handbook extends its scope beyond paediatrics for three important
reasons. First, many adolescents are managed by adult trained clinicians who have not had much
exposure to or training in adolescent health. Secondly, the important health conditions of
adolescents are often the important health conditions in young adults. Thirdly, with increased
survival rates in chronic illness over the last two to three decades, it is becoming essential that
clinicians in adult health care are able to assess and manage conditions that have their origins in
childhood.Each chapter is written by an expert in their field with a highly practical approach. The
information is relevant and straightforward, with the aim of enhancing clinical skills.

medicine in sign language: HCI International 2018 - Posters' Extended Abstracts Constantine
Stephanidis, 2018-07-08 The three-volume set CCIS 850, CCIS 851, and CCIS 852 contains the
extended abstracts of the posters presented during the 20th International Conference on
Human-Computer Interaction, HCI 2018, which took place in Las Vegas, Nevada, in July 2018. The
total of 1171 papers and 160 posters included in the 30 HCII 2018 proceedings volumes was
carefully reviewed and selected from 4346 submissions. The 207 papers presented in these three
volumes are organized in topical sections as follows: Part I: interaction and information; images and
visualizations; design, usability and user experience; psychological, cognitive and neurocognitive
issues in HCI; social media and analytics. Part II: design for all, assistive and rehabilitation
technologies; aging and HCI; virtual and augmented reality; emotions, anxiety, stress and
well-being. Part I1I: learning and interaction; interacting with cultural heritage; HCI in commerce
and business; interacting and driving; smart cities and smart environments.



medicine in sign language: National Library of Medicine Current Catalog National Library of
Medicine (U.S.),

medicine in sign language: Social Emergency Medicine Harrison J. Alter, Preeti Dalawari,
Kelly M. Doran, Maria C. Raven, 2021-09-06 Social Emergency Medicine incorporates consideration
of patients’ social needs and larger structural context into the practice of emergency care and
related research. In doing so, the field explores the interplay of social forces and the emergency care
system as they influence the well-being of individual patients and the broader community. Social
Emergency Medicine recognizes that in many cases typical fixes such as prescriptions and follow-up
visits are not enough; the need for housing, a safe neighborhood in which to exercise or socialize, or
access to healthy food must be identified and addressed before patients’ health can be restored.
While interest in the subject is growing rapidly, the field of Social Emergency Medicine to date has
lacked a foundational text - a gap this book seeks to fill. This book includes foundational chapters on
the salience of racism, gender and gender identity, immigration, language and literacy, and
neighborhood to emergency care. It provides readers with knowledge and resources to assess and
assist emergency department patients with social needs including but not limited to housing, food,
economic opportunity, and transportation. Core emergency medicine content areas including
violence and substance use are covered uniquely through the lens of Social Emergency Medicine.
Each chapter provides background and research, implications and recommendations for practice
from the bedside to the hospital/healthcare system and beyond, and case studies for teaching. Social
Emergency Medicine: Principles and Practice is an essential resource for physicians and physician
assistants, residents, medical students, nurses and nurse practitioners, social workers, hospital
administrators, and other professionals who recognize that high-quality emergency care extends
beyond the ambulance bay.

medicine in sign language: Cultural Differences and the Practice of Sexual Medicine
David L. Rowland, Emmanuele A. Jannini, 2020-01-27 The aim of this book is twofold: to promote an
awareness of cultural differences in connection with sexual medicine among health care providers,
and to demonstrate how such differences are relevant to the care and treatment of patients with
sexual issues. Individual sexuality represents the cumulative effects of biological, psychological, and
cultural influences. Yet much of the study of sexuality—including issues ranging from sexual identity
to sexual response—has been conducted through a Western lens. Although a substantial body of
work in anthropology has taken up the study of human sexuality from a cross-cultural perspective,
two points are notable. First, this work seldom crosses the desks of medical and psychological health
practitioners, and second, the relevance of specific cultural differences is rarely apparent to the
typical sexual health practitioner. To address this situation, this book adopts a global perspective,
focusing on how cultural practices and values can impact health care, treatment, and outcomes. In
this regard, it covers three broad domains: Sexual Identity and Orientation; Sexual Response and
Dysfunction; and Sexual Diversity. Each chapter consists of two parts: a general description of the
relevant issues, and a discussion of how these issues can be relevant to clinical practice. The book
offers a valuable, practical tool for specialists in sexual medicine and sexual psychology, for sexual
healthcare givers, and for sexological researchers who want to better serve their patients by
developing an awareness of and sensitivity to cultural differences, and by providing a framework for
dealing with issues of sexuality and sexual health that takes cultural values into consideration, while
adhering to best practices in patient care.

medicine in sign language: The Yale Guide to Careers in Medicine & the Health
Professions Robert M. Donaldson, Robert Donaldson, Kathleen Lundgren, Kathleen S. Lundgren,
Howard Marget Spiro, 2003-01-01 Presents a collection of first person accounts of what life is like in
the medical field.

medicine in sign language: A Manual of psychological medicine Sir John Charles Bucknill,
1874

medicine in sign language: Sign Languages of Aboriginal Australia Adam Kendon, 1988
This 1988 book was the first full-length study ever to be published on the subject of sign language as



a means of communication among Australian Aborigines. Based on fieldwork conducted over a span
of nine years, the volume presents a thorough analysis of the structure of sign languages and their
relationship to spoken languages.

medicine in sign language: Towards Best Practices for Surveying People with
Disabilities Thilo Kroll, 2007 The chapters in this book focus on three central themes: Current
Challenges in Survey Development for People with Disabilities; Strategies to Promote Inclusion of
People with Disabilities in Survey Development; and Issues for Future Development.The book is
primarily a book for researchers and practitioners in the disability field. Since the topics presented
in the book crosscut multiple disciplines and thus may be suited for students and experts of various
disciplines. It hopefully also finds many interested readers among students and teachers of medical,
social and disability sciences studies at colleges and universities. While some chapters highlight the
currently unresolved barriers towards obtaining accurate measurements for certain disability
populations, others introduce innovative ways to plan for and to conduct inclusive surveys. In many
instances, the work presented is work in progress and as such it is important in that it is expected to
stimulate debate and future research work.

medicine in sign language: Risk and Regulation at the Interface of Medicine and the Arts
Larry Lynch, Robert Marshall, Gregg Whelan, 2017-05-11 This book brings together an edited
selection of presentations from the Association for Medical Humanities annual conference 2015,
held at Dartington Hall, UK, that address the question: How might innovative performing arts help
to develop medical education and practice? It includes papers and accounts of both keynote talks
and performances, presenting cutting-edge activity, thinking and research in the medical and health
humanities. The volume also offers an archive of a visual arts exhibition focused on surgical themes
that ran in conjunction with the conference. An introductory chapter situates the conference in the
context of Dartington Hall’s radical education tradition, while an overview chapter discusses the
theme of ‘risk and regulation’ in contemporary culture, with particular reference to medicine and
healthcare. Part I: Selected Keynotes covers three key areas in the conversation between medicine
and the arts: ‘chance’ in health and illness; the contested role of simulation in art and medical
education; and risks in introducing arts-based learning to medical students. Part II: Performances
archives three innovative and challenging performance pieces presented at the conference, with
commentaries and discussion, including a closely-argued philosophical justification for performance
art. Part I1I: Histories offers a historical gaze on: anatomical illustration; plagues represented
through art; and poetry written in combat. Part IV: For some, just living is a risk offers a photo-essay
on Haiti’s symptoms; a photo-record on the regulation of foodways for those living at the edge of
subsistence; a medical student’s wry account of scepticism towards the use of arts in medical
education; and a photo-essay concerning the care of a child with complex disabilities and special
needs. Part V: Exhibition ‘At the Sharp End of Bluntness’ archives deliberately provocative visual
work addressing surgical themes and living with cystic fibrosis as ‘Slow Death’.

medicine in sign language: Through Indian Sign Language William C. Meadows, 2015-09-22
Hugh Lenox Scott, who would one day serve as chief of staff of the U.S. Army, spent a portion of his
early career at Fort Sill, in Indian and, later, Oklahoma Territory. There, from 1891 to 1897, he
commanded Troop L, 7th Cavalry, an all-Indian unit. From members of this unit, in particular a
Kiowa soldier named Iseeo, Scott collected three volumes of information on American Indian life and
culture—a body of ethnographic material conveyed through Plains Indian Sign Language (in which
Scott was highly accomplished) and recorded in handwritten English. This remarkable resource—the
largest of its kind before the late twentieth century—appears here in full for the first time, put into
context by noted scholar William C. Meadows. The Scott ledgers contain an array of historical,
linguistic, and ethnographic data—a wealth of primary-source material on Southern Plains Indian
people. Meadows describes Plains Indian Sign Language, its origins and history, and its significance
to anthropologists. He also sketches the lives of Scott and Iseeo, explaining how they met, how Scott
learned the language, and how their working relationship developed and served them both. The
ledgers, which follow, recount a variety of specific Plains Indian customs, from naming practices to




eagle catching. Scott also recorded his informants’ explanations of the signs, as well as a multitude
of myths and stories. On his fellow officers’ indifference to the sign language, Lieutenant Scott
remarked: “I have often marveled at this apathy concerning such a valuable instrument, by which
communication could be held with every tribe on the plains of the buffalo, using only one language.”
Here, with extensive background information, Meadows’s incisive analysis, and the complete
contents of Scott’s Fort Sill ledgers, this “valuable instrument” is finally and fully accessible to
scholars and general readers interested in the history and culture of Plains Indians.

medicine in sign language: St. Louis Courier of Medicine and Collateral Sciences, 1881
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