
medicine in elizabethan england

medicine in elizabethan england was a complex blend of ancient beliefs, emerging scientific
thought, and traditional practices that characterized healthcare during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I.
This period, spanning from 1558 to 1603, witnessed significant challenges in medical knowledge and
treatment methods. The understanding of human anatomy was limited, and the causes of diseases
were often attributed to supernatural forces or imbalances within the body’s humors. Despite these
limitations, the era saw the presence of skilled physicians, surgeons, and apothecaries who played
distinct roles in the healthcare system. This article explores the various aspects of medicine in
Elizabethan England, including prevailing medical theories, common treatments, the roles of different
medical practitioners, and the impact of social and cultural factors on health and healing practices.
Through this examination, the intricate landscape of Elizabethan medicine and its influence on later
developments in medical science will be revealed.
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Medical Theories and Beliefs in Elizabethan England
The foundation of medicine in Elizabethan England was largely based on ancient medical theories
inherited from Greek and Roman sources, particularly the works of Hippocrates and Galen. The
dominant theory was the humoral system, which posited that the human body contained four humors:
blood, phlegm, black bile, and yellow bile. Health was believed to result from a balance of these
humors, while illness was caused by their imbalance.

The Humoral Theory
According to humoral theory, each humor was associated with specific characteristics and elements.
Blood was linked to air and spring, phlegm to water and winter, black bile to earth and autumn, and
yellow bile to fire and summer. Physicians aimed to restore harmony among humors through various
treatments such as bloodletting, purging, and dietary regulation. This theory influenced the diagnosis
and prognosis of diseases, shaping the entire medical approach of the time.



Supernatural and Religious Beliefs
Alongside humoral theory, many Elizabethans believed that disease could result from supernatural
causes, including divine punishment, witchcraft, or evil spirits. Religious faith played a significant role
in healing, with prayers, charms, and pilgrimages commonly used as remedies. The church’s influence
extended over health practices, often blending spiritual and medical care.

Medical Practitioners and Their Roles
Medicine in Elizabethan England was practiced by various professionals, each with distinct
responsibilities and social statuses. The medical field was not standardized, leading to a diverse range
of practitioners operating with different levels of training and expertise.

Physicians
Physicians were the most highly regarded medical practitioners, usually university-educated and
trained in theory rather than practical surgery. They diagnosed illnesses, prescribed treatments, and
advised patients on health maintenance. Physicians were often members of the College of Physicians,
a regulatory body established to oversee medical practice and maintain standards.

Surgeons and Barber-Surgeons
Surgeons in Elizabethan England performed manual operations such as bloodletting, tooth extraction,
and wound treatment. Unlike physicians, surgeons often learned their skills through apprenticeships
rather than formal education. Barber-surgeons combined grooming services with minor surgical
procedures, serving a crucial role in community healthcare, especially for the lower classes.

Apothecaries
Apothecaries were responsible for preparing and dispensing medicines. They compounded herbal
remedies, ointments, and other treatments prescribed by physicians or surgeons. Apothecaries also
offered medical advice and were an accessible source of healthcare for many Elizabethans. Their
shops were common in towns and cities, making them integral to the healthcare system.

Common Treatments and Remedies
Medical treatments during the Elizabethan era reflected the prevailing humoral theory and traditional
knowledge. Remedies often combined herbal medicine, dietary changes, and physical interventions
aimed at restoring the body's balance.



Herbal Medicine
Herbs played a central role in Elizabethan medical practice. Commonly used plants included:

Chamomile – for digestive issues and inflammation

Lavender – as a calming agent and antiseptic

Willow bark – used for pain relief, containing salicylic acid

Foxglove – a potent herb for heart conditions, though dangerous if misused

Rosemary – believed to improve memory and circulation

Herbal remedies were often prepared as teas, poultices, or salves and were sometimes combined with
other ingredients to enhance effectiveness.

Bloodletting and Purging
Physical treatments such as bloodletting and purging were common methods to correct humoral
imbalance. Bloodletting involved removing blood via leeches or cutting veins, believed to reduce
excess blood or other humors. Purging used laxatives or emetics to expel harmful substances from
the body. Although these methods were widely practiced, they often weakened patients or worsened
illnesses.

Other Remedies
Additional treatments included the use of minerals and animal products, such as mercury for skin
diseases and powdered bones for wound healing. Baths, rest, and dietary regulation were also
prescribed to support recovery and maintain health.

Healthcare and Society
Access to medicine in Elizabethan England depended heavily on social status, wealth, and location.
The medical system was divided between the elite and the common population, with discrepancies in
the quality and type of care available.

Medicine for the Nobility and Royalty
The wealthy, including nobility and royalty, had access to the best physicians and treatments. Royal
courts employed personal physicians who were well-versed in contemporary medical knowledge and
had access to expensive remedies. These individuals benefited from a combination of professional
care and luxurious living conditions that promoted health.



Care for the Poor
The lower classes often relied on local apothecaries, barber-surgeons, or folk healers who practiced
traditional remedies. Public health was limited, and many diseases spread rapidly in crowded urban
areas. Hospitals existed but were mostly charitable institutions offering basic care rather than
advanced medical treatment.

The Role of Women in Medicine
Women played an important role in healthcare, primarily as midwives and herbalists. Midwives
assisted with childbirth and provided postnatal care, while female herbalists prepared remedies and
offered healing advice within their communities. However, women’s medical practice was often
viewed with suspicion, particularly when associated with folk traditions or witchcraft accusations.

Challenges and Limitations of Elizabethan Medicine
The practice of medicine in Elizabethan England faced significant obstacles due to limited scientific
understanding and the persistence of outdated theories. These challenges affected the effectiveness
and safety of treatments offered to patients.

Lack of Anatomical Knowledge
Although the Renaissance sparked interest in human anatomy, dissection was restricted and often
controversial. As a result, many physicians relied on classical texts rather than direct observation,
leading to misconceptions about the human body and disease mechanisms.

Contagious Diseases and Epidemics
The period was marked by frequent outbreaks of infectious diseases such as plague, smallpox, and
tuberculosis. Without knowledge of germs or effective preventive measures, these epidemics caused
high mortality rates. Quarantine and rudimentary sanitation practices were implemented but had
limited success.

Reliance on Tradition and Superstition
The intertwining of medicine with superstition and religion often hindered scientific progress.
Treatments based on magical beliefs or spiritual intervention could delay or replace effective medical
care. Additionally, the fear of witchcraft sometimes led to persecution of healers, further complicating
healthcare delivery.

Regulation and Professionalism
Although institutions like the College of Physicians aimed to regulate medical practice, enforcement



was inconsistent. Many unlicensed practitioners operated freely, contributing to variable quality of
care and occasional malpractice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the common medical practices in Elizabethan
England?
Common medical practices in Elizabethan England included bloodletting, purging, herbal remedies,
and the use of charms and amulets. Physicians often relied on the theory of the four humours to
diagnose and treat illnesses.

Who were the main medical practitioners during the
Elizabethan era?
The main medical practitioners were physicians, barber-surgeons, apothecaries, and midwives.
Physicians were university-educated and diagnosed illnesses, barber-surgeons performed surgeries
and minor medical procedures, apothecaries prepared and sold medicines, and midwives assisted
with childbirth.

How did the theory of the four humours influence medicine in
Elizabethan England?
The four humours theory—blood, phlegm, black bile, and yellow bile—was central to Elizabethan
medicine. It was believed that an imbalance of these humours caused disease, so treatments aimed
to restore balance through bloodletting, purging, and dietary changes.

What role did herbal remedies play in Elizabethan medicine?
Herbal remedies were widely used as treatments for various ailments. Plants like rosemary, lavender,
and horehound were commonly used, and many households kept herb gardens. Apothecaries
prepared these remedies based on traditional knowledge.

How effective was surgery during the Elizabethan period?
Surgery was rudimentary and often painful due to lack of anesthesia and antiseptics. Procedures like
amputations or treating wounds were risky and sometimes fatal, but barber-surgeons performed basic
surgeries and dental work.

What was the public perception of doctors and medicine in
Elizabethan England?
Doctors were respected but not always trusted, especially since medical knowledge was limited. Many
people relied on folk remedies, herbalists, or local healers. Medicine was seen as a mix of science,
superstition, and religion.



How did religion influence medicine in Elizabethan England?
Religion played a significant role; illness was often seen as a punishment from God. Prayers,
pilgrimages, and religious charms were used alongside medical treatments. The Church also
influenced medical education and practices.

What were hospitals like in Elizabethan England?
Hospitals were few and mainly served as places for the poor and sick to receive care and shelter
rather than centers for advanced medical treatment. They were often run by religious institutions and
focused on charity rather than curing diseases.

How did the plague impact medical knowledge and practices
in Elizabethan England?
The plague prompted quarantine measures, the use of herbal fumigants, and an increased focus on
hygiene and public health. However, medical understanding of the plague was limited, and
treatments were largely ineffective. The epidemic also highlighted the limitations of contemporary
medicine.

Additional Resources
1. Physic and Practice: Medicine in Elizabethan England
This book explores the state of medical knowledge and practices during the reign of Queen Elizabeth
I. It delves into the roles of physicians, apothecaries, and midwives, highlighting the blend of
traditional remedies and emerging scientific ideas. The text also examines the social and cultural
attitudes toward health and disease in the late 16th century.

2. The Healing Arts: Surgery and Medicine in the Elizabethan Era
Focusing on surgical techniques and general medical treatment, this work provides insight into how
injuries and illnesses were managed in Elizabethan England. It covers common medical instruments,
the influence of Galenic theory, and the challenges faced by medical practitioners without modern
technology. The book also discusses the interplay between superstition and empirical knowledge.

3. Remedies and Remedies: Herbal Medicine in Elizabethan England
This title investigates the extensive use of herbs and natural substances for healing during the
Elizabethan period. It details popular herbal remedies, their preparation, and the knowledge passed
down through generations. Additionally, the book explains the significance of herb gardens and the
role of herbalists within the community.

4. Plague and Pestilence: Epidemics in Elizabethan England
An in-depth study of the outbreaks of plague and other contagious diseases during the late 16th
century, this book examines public health responses and the medical understanding of epidemics. It
discusses quarantine measures, the role of physicians and local authorities, and the impact of these
diseases on society and governance.

5. The Body and Soul: Medical Beliefs in Elizabethan Society
This work explores the intersection of medicine, religion, and philosophy in Elizabethan England. It
highlights how humoral theory influenced diagnoses and treatments and how spiritual beliefs shaped



perceptions of illness. The book also considers the role of astrology and magic within medical
practice.

6. Women Healers: Midwifery and Female Medicine in Elizabethan England
Focusing on the contributions of women in healthcare, this book sheds light on midwives and female
practitioners in a male-dominated medical field. It explores their training, the social acceptance of
their work, and the challenges they faced. The text also examines childbirth practices and women's
health treatments.

7. Medical Texts and Manuscripts of the Elizabethan Age
This book surveys the key medical books, manuscripts, and printed works available in Elizabethan
England, including translations and original writings. It analyzes how medical knowledge was
recorded, disseminated, and used by practitioners and laypeople alike. The work also considers the
influence of classical texts on Elizabethan medicine.

8. The Apothecary’s Trade: Pharmacy in Elizabethan England
Detailing the role and responsibilities of apothecaries, this book explains how medicines were
prepared, sold, and prescribed during the Elizabethan era. It discusses trade regulations, the sourcing
of ingredients, and the relationship between apothecaries and physicians. The book also highlights
the importance of apothecaries in urban centers.

9. Illness and Society: The Experience of Disease in Elizabethan England
This title examines how individuals and communities experienced and responded to illness during the
Elizabethan period. It explores social stigma, care practices, and the roles of family and community
support. The book also looks at how illness was represented in literature and popular culture of the
time.
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  medicine in elizabethan england: Medicine and Magic in Elizabethan London Lauren Kassell,
2007-02 Simon Forman (1552-1611) is one of London's most infamous astrologers. He stood apart
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asserted, medical ideas that were antithetical to those held by most learned physicians. He survived
the plague, was consulted thousands of times a year for medical and other questions, distilled strong
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treatises. This highly readable book provides the first full account of Forman's papers, makes sense
of hisnotorious reputation, and vividly recovers the world of medicine and magic in Elizabethan
London.
  medicine in elizabethan england: Publishing and Medicine in Early Modern England
Elizabeth Lane Furdell, 2002 An investigation of the role which the English book trade played in an

https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-509/files?docid=VHK04-8397&title=medicine-in-elizabethan-england.pdf
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-107/files?dataid=BNd37-9000&title=bg3-cheat-engine-console-commands.pdf
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-107/files?dataid=BNd37-9000&title=bg3-cheat-engine-console-commands.pdf


important transitional period in early modern medicine.
  medicine in elizabethan england: Health, Medicine and Mortality in the Sixteenth Century
Charles Webster, 1979-11-30
  medicine in elizabethan england: Daily Life in Elizabethan England Jeffrey L. Forgeng,
2009-11-19 This book offers an experiential perspective on the lives of Elizabethans—how they
worked, ate, and played—with hands-on examples that include authentic music, recipes, and games
of the period. Daily Life in Elizabethan England: Second Edition offers a fresh look at Elizabethan
life from the perspective of the people who actually lived it. With an abundance of updates based on
the most current research, this second edition provides an engaging—and sometimes
surprising—picture of what it was like to live during this distant time. Readers will learn, for
example, that Elizabethans were diligent recyclers, composting kitchen waste and collecting old rags
for papermaking. They will discover that Elizabethans averaged less than 2 inches shorter than their
modern British counterparts, and, in a surprising echo of our own age, that many Elizabethan city
dwellers relied on carryout meals—albeit because they lacked kitchen facilities. What further sets
the book apart is its hands-on approach to the past with the inclusion of actual music, games,
recipes, and clothing patterns based on primary sources.
  medicine in elizabethan england: The Medicine of the Friars in Medieval England Peter
Murray Jones, 2024 Drawing upon a surprising wealth of evidence found in surviving manuscripts,
this book restores friars to their rightful place in the history of English health care. Friars are often
overlooked in the picture of health care in late medieval England. Physicians, surgeons,
apothecaries, barbers, midwives - these are the people we think of immediately as agents of healing;
whilst we identify university teachers as authorities on medical writings. Yet from their first
appearance in England in the 1220s to the dispersal of the friaries in the 1530s, four orders of friars
were active as healers of every type. Their care extended beyond the circle of their own brethren:
patients included royalty, nobles and bishops, and they also provided charitable aid and relief to the
poor. They wrote about medicine too. Bartholomew the Englishman and Roger Bacon were arguably
the most influential authors, alongside the Dominican Henry Daniel. Nor should we forget the
anonymous Franciscan compilers of the Tabula medicine, a handbook of cures, which, amongst other
items, contains case histories of friars practising medicine. Even after the Reformation, these texts
continued to circulate and find new readers amongst practitioners and householders. This book
restores friars to their rightful place in the history of English health care, exploring the complex,
productive entanglement between care of the soul and healing of the body, in both theoretical and
practical terms. Drawing upon the surprising wealth of evidence found in the surviving manuscripts,
it brings to light individuals such as William Holme (c. 1400), and his patient the duke of York (d.
1402), who suffered from swollen legs. Holme also wrote about medicinal simples and gave
instructions for dealing with eye and voice problems experienced by his brother Franciscans. Friars
from the thirteenth century onwards wrote their medicine differently, reflecting their religious
vocation as preachers and confessors.
  medicine in elizabethan england: Making Magic in Elizabethan England Frank Klaassen,
2019-07-26 This volume presents editions of two fascinating anonymous and untitled manuscripts of
magic produced in Elizabethan England: the Antiphoner Notebook and the Boxgrove Manual. Frank
Klaassen uses these texts, which he argues are representative of the overwhelming majority of
magical practitioners, to explain how magic changed during this period and why these developments
were crucial to the formation of modern magic. The Boxgrove Manual is a work of learned ritual
magic that synthesizes material from Henry Cornelius Agrippa, the Fourth Book of Occult
Philosophy, Heptameron, and various medieval conjuring works. The Antiphoner Notebook concerns
the common magic of treasure hunting, healing, and protection, blending medieval conjuring and
charm literature with materials drawn from Reginald Scot’s famous anti-magic work, Discoverie of
Witchcraft. Klaassen painstakingly traces how the scribes who created these two manuscripts
adapted and transformed their original sources. In so doing, he demonstrates the varied and subtle
ways in which the Renaissance, the Reformation, new currents in science, the birth of printing, and



vernacularization changed the practice of magic. Illuminating the processes by which two
sixteenth-century English scribes went about making a book of magic, this volume provides insight
into the wider intellectual culture surrounding the practice of magic in the early modern period.
  medicine in elizabethan england: Health Care and Popular Medicine in Nineteenth Century
England John Woodward, David Richards, 2025-07-01 Originally published in 1977, this book
presents a selection of work by historians and sociologists on medicine and society in the 19th
century. It concentrates on practitioners and patients, quackery and folk medicine, as elements in
the social, cultural, political and economic structure of the community at large. The relevance of
social history in medicine to the analysis of the role of medicine in society is discussed as well as the
knowledge of sex and sexuality and the professionalisation of medicine.
  medicine in elizabethan england: Medicine, Religion, and Magic in Early Stuart
England Ofer Hadass, 2018-03-26 The astrologer-physician Richard Napier (1559-1634) was not
only a man of practical science and medicine but also a master of occult arts and a devout parish
rector who purportedly held conversations with angels. This new interpretation of Napier reveals
him to be a coherent and methodical man whose burning desire for certain, true knowledge
contributed to the contemporary venture of putting existing knowledge to useful ends. Originally
trained in theology and ordained as an Anglican priest, Napier later studied astrological medicine
and combined astrology, religious thought, and image and ritual magic in his medical work. Ofer
Hadass draws on a remarkable archive of Napier’s medical cases and religious writings—including
the interviews he claimed to have held with angels—to show how Napier’s seemingly inconsistent
approaches were rooted in an inclusive and coherent worldview, combining equal respect for ancient
authority and for experientially derived knowledge. Napier’s endeavors exemplify the fruitful
relationship between religion and science that offered a well-founded alternative to the rising
mechanistic explanation of nature at the time. Carefully researched and compellingly told, Medicine,
Religion, and Magic in Early Stuart England is an insightful exploration of one of the most
fascinating figures at the intersection of medicine, magic, and theology in early modern England and
of the healing methods employed by physicians of the era.
  medicine in elizabethan england: Civic and Medical Worlds in Early Modern England E.
Decamp, 2016-06-15 Through its rich foray into popular literary culture and medical history, this
book investigates representations of regular and irregular medical practice in early modern
England. Focusing on the prolific figures of the barber, surgeon and barber-surgeon, the author
explores what it meant to the early modern population for a group of practitioners to be associated
with both the trade guilds and an emerging professional medical world. The book uncovers the
differences and cross-pollinations between barbers and surgeons' practices which play out across
the literature: we learn not only about their cultural, civic, medical and occupational histories but
also about how we should interpret patterns in language, name choice, performance, materiality,
acoustics and semiology in the period. The investigations prompt new readings of Shakespeare,
Jonson, Middleton and Beaumont, among others. And with chapters delving into early modern
representations of medical instruments, hairiness, bloodletting procedures, waxy or infected ears,
wart removals and skeletons, readers will find much of the contribution of this book is in its detail,
which brings its subject to life.
  medicine in elizabethan england: The Time Traveller's Guide to Elizabethan England
Ian Mortimer, 2012-03-01 'A fresh and funny book that wears its learning lightly' Independent
Discover the era of William Shakespeare and Elizabeth I through the sharp, informative and
hilarious eyes of Ian Mortimer. We think of Queen Elizabeth I's reign (1558-1603) as a golden age.
But what was it actually like to live in Elizabethan England? If you could travel to the past and walk
the streets of London in the 1590s, where would you stay? What would you eat? What would you
wear? Would you really have a sense of it being a glorious age? And if so, how would that glory sit
alongside the vagrants, diseases, violence, sexism and famine of the time? In this book Ian Mortimer
reveals a country in which life expectancy is in the early thirties, people still starve to death and
Catholics are persecuted for their faith. Yet it produces some of the finest writing in the English



language, some of the most magnificent architecture, and sees Elizabeth's subjects settle in America
and circumnavigate the globe. Welcome to a country that is, in all its contradictions, the very
crucible of the modern world. 'Vivid trip back to the 16th century...highly entertaining book'
Guardian
  medicine in elizabethan england: Demon Possession in Elizabethan England Kathleen R.
Sands, 2004-10-30 In October of 1563, 18-year old Anne Mylner was herding cows near her home
when she was suddenly enveloped by a white cloud that precipitated a months-long illness
characterized by sleeplessness, loss of appetite, convulsions, and bodily swelling. Mylner's was the
first of several cases during the reign of Elizabeth I of England that were interpreted as demon
possession, a highly emotional experience in which an afflicted person displays behavior indicating a
state of religious distress. To most Elizabethans, belief in Satan was as natural as belief in God, and
Satan's affliction of mankind was clearly demonstrated in the physical and spiritual distress
displayed by virtually every person at some point in his or her life. This book recounts 11 cases of
Elizabethan demon possession, documenting the details of each case and providing the cultural
context to explain why the diagnosis made sense at the time. Victims included children and adults,
servants and masters, Catholics and Protestants, frauds and the genuinely ill. Edmund Kingesfielde's
wife, possessed by a demon who caused her to hate her children and to contemplate suicide, was
cured when her husband changed his irreverent tavern sign (depicting a devil) for a more seemly
design. Alexander Nyndge, possessed by a Catholic demon that spoke with an Irish accent, was
cured by his own brother through physical bondage and violence. Agnes Brigges and Rachel Pindar,
whose afflictions included vomiting pins, feathers, and other trash, were revealed as frauds and
forced to confess publicly, their parents being imprisoned for complicity in the fraud. All these cases
attest to a powerful need to ascribe some moral significance to human suffering. Allowing the
sufferer to externalize and ultimately evict the demon as the cause of his or her affliction bestowed
some measure of hope—no mean feat in a world with such widespread human distress.
  medicine in elizabethan england: Annual Bibliography of English Language and Literature.
Volume Xxvi. 1946 ,
  medicine in elizabethan england: Aphrodisiacs, Fertility and Medicine in Early Modern
England Jennifer Evans, 2014 An investigation into aphrodisiacs challenges pre-conceived ideas
about sexuality during this period.
  medicine in elizabethan england: Middle English Medical Recipes and Literary Play,
1375-1500 Hannah Bower, 2022-03-21 This is an open access title available under the terms of a
CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 International licence. It is free to read at Oxford Scholarship Online and offered as
a free PDF download from OUP and selected open access locations. Middle English Medical Recipes
and Literary Play, 1375-1500 is the first detailed, book-length study of Middle English medical
recipes in their literary, imaginative, social, and codicological contexts. Analysing recipe collections
in over seventy late medieval manuscripts, this book explores how the words and structures of
recipes could contribute to those texts' healing purpose, but could also confuse, impede, exceed, and
redefine that purpose. The study therefore presents a challenge to recipes' traditional reputation as
mundane, unartful texts written and read solely for the sake of directing practical action. Crucially,
it also relocates these neglected texts and overlooked manuscripts within the complex networks
forming medieval textual culture, demonstrating that--though marginalized in modern
scholarship--medical recipes were actually linguistically, formally, materially, and imaginatively
interconnected with many other late medieval discourses, including devotional writings, romances,
fabliaux, and Chaucerian poetry. The monograph thus models for readers modes of analysis and
close reading that might be deployed in relation to recipes in order to understand better their
allusive, fragmentary, and playful qualities as well as their wide-ranging influence on medieval
imaginations.
  medicine in elizabethan england: Medical Conflicts in Early Modern London Margaret
Pelling, Frances White, 2006-05-06 Physicians have had a major role in framing the middle-class
values of modern western society, especially those relating to the professions. This book questions



the bases of this hegemony, by looking first at the early modern physician's insecurities in terms of
status and gender, and then at the wider world of medicine in London which the College of
Physicians sought to suppress. The College's proceedings against irregular practitioners constitute a
case-study in the regulation of an occupation critical for the well-being of contemporary Londoners.
However, the College was, it is argued, an anomalous body, detached from most other forms of male
authority in the urban context, and its claims lacked social recognition. It used stereotyping to
construct an account designed for higher authority, but at the same time, its regulatory efforts were
constantly undermined by the effects of patronage. The so-called irregular practitioners emerge as
extremely diverse in country of origin, religious belief, and levels of formal education, yet the full
analysis provided here also shows that most were literate, and that a significant number later
became members of the College. Many were London artisans, barber-surgeons and apothecaries
who can be seen as the 'excluded middle' between the two better-known extremes of the physician
and the quack. In suppressing artisan practitioners, the College was also seeking to suppress
contractual or 'citizen' medicine, an alternative system of structuring relations between the active
patient and the practitioner which was fully integrated in contemporary urban custom and practice,
but which has since disappeared. The College's selective account also inadvertently reveals the
existence of female artisans who practised medicine outside the household routinely and for
payment. Although distorted by the College's proximity to the Crown and to élite patrons, the Annals
of the College give access to the rich variety of medical practice in early modern London and to the
forms of resistance and self-presentation with which those outside the College justified, or denied,
their identity as practitioners.
  medicine in elizabethan england: Science and Religion in Elizabethan England Paul
Harold Kocher, 1969
  medicine in elizabethan england: Research Grants Index National Institutes of Health (U.S.).
Division of Research Grants, 1964
  medicine in elizabethan england: The Medical Revolution of the Seventeenth Century
Roger Kenneth French, Andrew Wear, 1989-09-28 This consideration of the underlying forces which
helped to produce a revolution in 17th century medicine sets out to show how, in the period between
1630 and 1730, medicine came to represent something more than a marginal activity and was
influenced by the current developments of the day.
  medicine in elizabethan england: Constructions of Cancer in Early Modern England
Alanna Skuse, 2015-11-11 This book is open access under a CC-BY licence. Cancer is perhaps the
modern world's most feared disease. Yet, we know relatively little about this malady's history before
the nineteenth century. This book provides the first in-depth examination of perceptions of
cancerous disease in early modern England. Looking to drama, poetry and polemic as well as
medical texts and personal accounts, it contends that early modern people possessed an
understanding of cancer which remains recognizable to us today. Many of the ways in which medical
practitioners and lay people imagined cancer – as a 'woman's disease' or a 'beast' inside the body –
remain strikingly familiar, and they helped to make this disease a byword for treachery and cruelty
in discussions of religion, culture and politics. Equally, cancer treatments were among the era's most
radical medical and surgical procedures. From buttered frog ointments to agonizing and dangerous
surgeries, they raised abiding questions about the nature of disease and the proper role of the
medical practitioner.
  medicine in elizabethan england: Revise for History GCSE. Nigel Kelly, Judith Kidd, 1998
This user-friendly book is tailored to meet the requirements of the Schools History Project
curriculum. It offers: summaries of the key issues to reinforce students' knowledge; exam-style
answers, with examiners' comments to demonstrate good answers; and sample exam questions to
help students' to prepare for their exams effectively.
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