
medicine hole golf course

medicine hole golf course refers to a unique and challenging aspect of golf course design that

combines natural terrain features with strategic play elements. This term often describes a particular

hole on a golf course that requires players to carefully assess risk and reward, blending skill with

thoughtful decision-making. Understanding the intricacies of the medicine hole golf course can

enhance a golfer’s experience by providing insight into course management and shot selection. This

article explores the history and significance of medicine holes, design principles, notable examples,

and tips for golfers tackling these challenging holes. Additionally, it covers the impact of these holes on

scores and player strategies, making it an essential topic for golf enthusiasts and course architects

alike.
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Understanding the Concept of Medicine Hole Golf Course

The term medicine hole golf course typically refers to a specific hole within a golf course that acts as a

critical test of a golfer’s skill and strategy. These holes are often challenging due to their design,

natural obstacles, or the precision required in shot execution. The concept is rooted in the idea that the



hole serves as a "remedy" or a pivotal point within the round where players can either recover lost

strokes or face significant setbacks. Medicine holes are integral in separating skilled players from

amateurs, as they demand more than just power; they require tactical thinking and adaptability.

Historical Background

Medicine holes have long been part of golf course architecture, with early designers recognizing the

value of incorporating holes that challenge players on multiple levels. Historically, these holes were

designed around natural landscape features such as water hazards, bunkers, or elevation changes

that test precision and control. Over time, medicine holes have evolved to include sophisticated design

elements that encourage risk-taking balanced with caution, reflecting the strategic depth of the game.

Role in Course Layout

In the overall layout of a golf course, the medicine hole often serves as a turning point in the round. It

may appear mid-course or towards the end, providing a critical challenge that can influence final

scores dramatically. Course architects use medicine holes to create memorable experiences, ensuring

players remain engaged and tested throughout their round.

Design Elements of a Medicine Hole

Designing a medicine hole involves a careful blend of natural features and man-made challenges that

require golfers to think strategically. These elements work together to create a hole that is both visually

striking and demanding in play. Understanding these components helps appreciate the skill involved in

navigating medicine holes.

Natural Terrain and Hazards

Natural terrain plays a significant role in medicine hole golf course design. Features such as rolling



hills, water bodies, dense rough, and natural bunkers increase the complexity of the hole. These

hazards are strategically placed to force players to consider their shot placement carefully, often

requiring a balance between aggressive play and risk management.

Strategic Shot Placement

A hallmark of medicine holes is the emphasis on strategic shot placement. Golfers must decide

whether to take a safer route with longer putts or attempt riskier shots that could lead to better scoring

opportunities. This design encourages players to assess their skill level and make decisions that reflect

their confidence and game plan.

Visual and Psychological Challenges

Medicine holes often present visual intimidation through narrow fairways, elevated greens, or deceptive

slopes. These visual challenges can affect a player’s confidence and shot execution. The

psychological aspect of facing a formidable hole adds to the overall difficulty, making the medicine hole

a true test of mental toughness as well as physical ability.

Notable Medicine Holes in Golf History

Several golf courses around the world feature famous medicine holes known for their difficulty and

strategic demand. These holes have become iconic, often highlighted in professional tournaments and

celebrated by golf enthusiasts.

17th Hole at TPC Sawgrass

Known as the “Island Green,” the 17th hole at TPC Sawgrass is arguably one of the most famous

medicine holes globally. It features a small green surrounded almost entirely by water, requiring an

accurate tee shot to avoid a penalty. This hole exemplifies the risk-reward dynamic central to medicine



holes.

12th Hole at Augusta National Golf Club

The 12th hole, part of the Amen Corner at Augusta National, is a challenging par-3 with a narrow

green fronted by Rae’s Creek and protected by strategically placed bunkers. Its design demands

precision and has played a crucial role in many Masters Tournament outcomes.

16th Hole at Cypress Point Club

This par-3 hole is famed for its stunning ocean backdrop and the risk involved in carrying the ball over

the rocky coastline onto a small green. The natural beauty combined with the challenging layout

makes it a quintessential medicine hole.

Strategies for Playing Medicine Holes

Successfully navigating a medicine hole requires a blend of technical skill, strategic planning, and

mental focus. Golfers must adapt their approach based on the hole’s unique challenges and their

personal strengths.

Assessing Risk vs. Reward

One of the primary strategies is evaluating the risk versus reward of each shot. Players should

consider factors such as wind conditions, lie of the ball, and their confidence in executing specific

shots before deciding whether to play aggressively or conservatively.



Club Selection and Shot Execution

Choosing the appropriate club is critical on medicine holes. Accurate shot execution often hinges on

selecting a club that provides the right balance of distance and control. Practicing precision shots and

understanding course conditions can improve performance on these tricky holes.

Mental Preparedness

Mental resilience is essential when facing medicine holes. Staying calm under pressure, maintaining

focus, and visualizing successful shots can help mitigate the psychological challenges posed by these

holes. Preparation and experience also contribute to a confident approach.

Impact on Golf Course Scoring and Player Experience

Medicine holes significantly influence scoring patterns and the overall player experience on a golf

course. Their presence can lead to dramatic shifts in leaderboard positions and adds a memorable

element to rounds.

Scoring Challenges

Due to their complexity, medicine holes often result in higher scores compared to other holes on the

course. They can serve as equalizers in competitive play, where even top players may struggle, thus

increasing the importance of strategic play and mental toughness.

Enhancing Player Engagement

Medicine holes contribute to the enjoyment and challenge of golf by requiring players to engage deeply

with the course layout and their shot-making abilities. These holes create moments of excitement and

tension, enriching the overall golfing experience.



Influence on Course Ratings and Difficulty

The inclusion of medicine holes can elevate a golf course’s difficulty rating, attracting players seeking

a more demanding test of their skills. Course architects often use these holes to balance playability

with challenge, making the course appealing to a broad range of golfers.

Natural terrain and hazards

Strategic shot placement

Visual and psychological challenges

Risk vs. reward assessment

Club selection and execution

Frequently Asked Questions

Where is Medicine Hole Golf Course located?

Medicine Hole Golf Course is located in Medicine Hat, Alberta, Canada.

What type of golf course is Medicine Hole Golf Course?

Medicine Hole Golf Course is a public 9-hole golf course known for its scenic views and challenging

play.



What are the operating hours of Medicine Hole Golf Course?

The operating hours typically vary by season, but the course is generally open from early morning to

sunset. It's best to check their official website or contact them directly for current hours.

Are there any special facilities available at Medicine Hole Golf Course?

Yes, the course offers a pro shop, practice areas, and a clubhouse with food and beverage services.

Is Medicine Hole Golf Course suitable for beginners?

Yes, Medicine Hole Golf Course is suitable for golfers of all skill levels, including beginners, thanks to

its friendly layout and supportive staff.

Can I book tee times online at Medicine Hole Golf Course?

Many golf courses, including Medicine Hole Golf Course, offer online tee time booking through their

website or third-party platforms.

Are there any upcoming events or tournaments at Medicine Hole Golf

Course?

Medicine Hole Golf Course regularly hosts local tournaments and events. Check their official website

or social media pages for the latest schedule.

What is the best time of year to play at Medicine Hole Golf Course?

The best time to play is during late spring through early fall when the weather is warm and the course

is in prime condition.

Is there a dress code at Medicine Hole Golf Course?

Yes, like most golf courses, Medicine Hole Golf Course has a dress code requiring appropriate golf

attire, including collared shirts and golf shoes.



Additional Resources

1. The Healing Greens: Medicine and the Art of Golf Course Design

This book explores the fascinating intersection between medical science and golf course architecture.

It delves into how the design of golf courses can promote physical health, mental well-being, and

rehabilitation. Featuring case studies of courses designed with therapeutic principles, it offers insights

for architects and healthcare professionals alike.

2. Medicine Hole: The Therapeutic Potential of Golf Courses

Focusing on the concept of "medicine holes," this book examines specific golf course features that

contribute to healing and wellness. It discusses how natural landscapes, strategic layouts, and mindful

play can aid in stress reduction and physical recovery. The author integrates medical research with

golf course management practices.

3. Golf and Healing: Integrating Medicine into Course Design

This volume highlights the ways medical knowledge influences golf course planning and maintenance.

It covers topics such as ergonomics, injury prevention, and the psychological benefits of outdoor

sports. The book is a valuable resource for those interested in enhancing player health through

thoughtful course design.

4. The Medicine Hole Guidebook: Golf Courses for Recovery and Relaxation

A practical guide to golf courses worldwide known for their therapeutic environments, this book

provides detailed descriptions of each "medicine hole." It includes tips for players seeking relaxation or

rehabilitation through golf, emphasizing how natural settings and course challenges promote healing.

5. From Tee to Therapy: The Role of Golf in Medical Rehabilitation

This book investigates golf as a form of medical therapy, focusing on the design and use of

specialized courses with "medicine holes." It presents clinical studies on golf’s benefits for various

conditions, such as cardiovascular health and mental illness, and discusses how courses can be

tailored for therapeutic outcomes.

6. The Science Behind Medicine Holes in Golf Courses



Delving into the scientific principles that make certain golf course features medicinal, this book covers

biomechanics, environmental psychology, and landscape medicine. It explains how these elements

combine to create spaces that support healing and improved physical function for golfers.

7. Golf Course Design Meets Medicine: Innovations in Therapeutic Landscapes

This book presents innovative approaches to golf course design that prioritize medical benefits. It

features interviews with designers, doctors, and researchers who collaborate to create courses with

integrated healing features such as natural water elements and restorative green spaces.

8. Medicinal Fairways: Exploring the Health Benefits of Golf Course Architecture

Examining the health-promoting aspects of golf course architecture, this book offers a comprehensive

overview of how layout, vegetation, and terrain influence player well-being. It also discusses the

concept of "medicine holes" as intentional design elements aimed at enhancing recovery and reducing

stress.

9. The Medicine Hole Phenomenon: A New Frontier in Golf and Health

This book introduces the emerging concept of medicine holes as a revolutionary trend in golf course

development. It combines historical perspectives, current research, and future possibilities, proposing

that golf courses can serve as vital spaces for community health and individual wellness.
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Civil Action for best non-fiction book of the past twenty years.” — John Lescroart, New York Times
bestselling author of Damage Procrit seemed like a biotech miracle, promising a golden age in
medical care. Developed in the 1980s by Amgen and licensed to the pharmaceutical giant, Johnson &
Johnson, the drug (AKA Epogen and Aranesp) soon generated billions in annual revenue—and still
does. In 2012, world famous cyclist, Olympian, and Tour de France champion Lance Armstrong was
banned from professional cycling on doping charges for using EPO (the blanket name for the drugs
Procrit and Epogen), resulting in a global controversy about abuse, big pharmaceutical companies,
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and the lies and inaccuracies concerning performance-enhancing drugs. Mark Duxbury was a J&J
salesman who once believed in the blood-booster, setting record sales and winning company awards.
Then Duxbury started to learn unsavory truths about Procrit and J&J’s business practices. He was
fired and filed a whistleblower suit to warn the public. When Jan Schlichtman (A Civil Action)
learned of Duxbury’s crusade, he signed on. Now, he’s fighting on behalf of cancer patients and for
every American who trusts Big Pharma with his life.
  medicine hole golf course: Smart Medicine William Hanson, 2011-06-07 We're a nation in
love with the drama of the medical world—from fast-paced hospital life to the race to discover cures
for diseases. In Smart Medicine, William Hanson brings to life the fascinating true world of doctors
and nurses and reveals the revolutionary changes that will soon be sweeping through the medical
community: pharmacies that double as walk-in clinics; health services that will be delivered online;
electronic records that hold the history of every drug or blood test you ever took. You might go to a
genome specialist to identify the ticking time bomb in your genes, or you might show a rash to your
doctor via videophone from thousands of miles away. The plethora of new options will change the
way you and your doctor make decisions. Sophisticated yet written in easily accessible language,
this is a penetrating look at the new world of medicine.
  medicine hole golf course: Moon Montana Judy Jewell, W. C. McRae, 2015-08-04 Seasoned
travel writers Judy Jewell and W. C. McRae share the best ways to experience all that Montana has
to offer, from the Yellowstone's rugged wilderness to the rolling prairies of the eastern region. Jewell
and McRae lead travelers to the highlights of Big Sky Country, with original trip ideas including A
Lewis and Clark Expedition, Fishing Southwest Montana, and Soak It Up: Hot Springs of Montana.
Complete with tips for cross-country skiing at Glacier National Park, observing elk at Charles M.
Russell National Wildlife Refuge, and finding the best watering holes in Missoula, Moon Montana
gives visitors the tools they need to create a more personal and memorable experience.
  medicine hole golf course: People, Medicine & Money John C. Gaisford, 2009
  medicine hole golf course: Saamis Site Laurie Milne Brumley, 1978-01-01 Excavation at the
Stampede Camp and the Saamis site, located in Medicine Hat, Alberta, resulted in the isolation of
five site areas from which an abundance of artifacts were recovered, providing data for detailed
typological analysis, cultural reconstruction and comparative studies. Together the two sites were
occupied during the Middle Prehistoric, Late Prehistoric and Protohistoric periods. Published in
English.
  medicine hole golf course: Canadian Journal of Medicine and Surgery , 1917
  medicine hole golf course: Reflections on Pediatric Medicine from 1943 to 2010 Byron
B. Oberst MD FAAP, 2010-09-21 Come take a stroll down the memory lane of medical history.
Reflections on Pediatric Medicine from 1943 to 2010 recounts the struggles of a dedicated
pediatrician as he attempts to strike a balance between a normal family life and the demands of the
rapidly evolving world of modern medicine. Through vividly drawn stories compiled from a career
that spans more than half a century, author Byron Oberst takes readers on an amazing journey from
the early years of medicine, when there were few specific therapies with which to treat patients, to
the wonders of today. From the eradication of the scourge of polio to the miracle of antibiotics to the
era of organ transplantation and body imaging, Oberst offers a rare chance to experience medical
progress and discovery as it happens. Written in eight parts, each spanning a unique decade,
Reflections on Pediatric Medicine from 1943 to 2010 is an unforgettable trip down memory lanewith
many interesting side excursions.
  medicine hole golf course: The Story of a Remarkable Medicine Jack Dreyfus, 2003
Autobiography of Jack Dreyfus, his battle with depression, its treatment with Dilantin (clinical name:
Phenytoin, or Diphenylhydantoin), and his efforts to publicize the use of phenytoin to effectively
treat depression, anger, behavior disorders, and a variety of other medical applications and
treatments.
  medicine hole golf course: Minnesota Medicine , 1997 Includes the Association's membership
rosters.



  medicine hole golf course: Report of the Chief of Engineers, U.S. Army United States.
Army. Corps of Engineers, 1923
  medicine hole golf course: A Remarkable Medicine Has Been Overlooked Jack Dreyfus,
2001-04 Jack Dreyfus, founder of the hugely successful Dreyfus Fund, discovered that a medicine
(phenytoin) was very successful in treating his severe depression. This book is a story of Dreyfus's
extraordinary life, his discovery of phenytoin (PHT), and a testament to his ceaseless effort to make
the truth known to people in this country and around the world.
  medicine hole golf course: Moon Glacier National Park Becky Lomax, 2017-06-13 Moon
Travel Guides: Find Your Adventure Lush green parkland, jagged summits, and glacier-carved
basins: forge your own path with Moon Glacier National Park. Inside you'll find: Flexible, strategic
itineraries, ranging from one day in the park to a week-long road trip, designed for outdoor
adventurers, families, road-trippers, and more The top experiences and unique ideas for exploring
the park: Hike verdant valleys, meander fields of alpine wildflowers, and walk beneath frigid
waterfalls and over scenic high passes. Go whitewater rafting, cast a line for wild trout into the
Flathead River, or hop on a guided horseback ride. Drive or bike the Going-to-Sun-Road, take in
views of peaks and glaciers, and spot wild moose or grizzlies roaming the mountainside. Spend a
night in a historic lakeside lodge, or set up camp after a day of adventurous backcountry exploring
Strategies for getting to Glacier and coverage of gateway cities and towns Expert tips for travelers
looking to go hiking, biking, backpacking, fishing, rafting, and more, plus detailed hike descriptions
with individual trail maps and backpacking options Valuable insight from seasoned explorer and
Glacier local Becky Lomax including avoiding crowds, and exploring Glacier's less-visited areas
Honest advice on when to go and where to stay inside the park, including hotels, campgrounds,
hostels, and RV sites Full-color, vibrant photos and detailed maps throughout Up-to-date information
on park fees, passes, and reservations, plus essential packing and health and safety information,
including how to avoid encounters with grizzlies, mountain lions, and other common wildlife
Recommendations for families, seniors, international visitors, travelers with disabilities, and
traveling with pets Thorough background on the terrain, culture, and the park's history With Moon
Glacier National Park's expert advice, myriad activities, and insider perspective, you can plan your
trip your way. Hitting the surrounding states? Try Moon Montana & Wyoming or Moon Idaho. For
full coverage of America's national parks, check out Moon USA National Parks: The Complete Guide
to All 59 National Parks.
  medicine hole golf course: The NIH Record , 1988
  medicine hole golf course: The Best 168 Medical Schools Malaika Stoll, 2010 Profiles 168
top medical schools and offers information on admissions criteria, financial aid, and special
programs for members of minority groups.
  medicine hole golf course: When Traditional Medicine Met the World Health
Organization Seung Hoon Choi, 2025-02-05 Originating from ancient Chinese medicine, Traditional
East Asian Medicine (TEAM) has a history spanning more than two thousand years. TEAM gained
global recognition in the early 21st century with its inclusion in the World Health Organization's
International Classification of Diseases 11th Revision (ICD-11). This achievement is one result of the
standardization efforts promoted by the author during a five-year tenure as a Regional Adviser at
WHO/WPRO from 2003. At that time, the standardization of TEAM encompassed standard
terminology, acupuncture point locations, diagnostic classifications, and clinical practice guidelines.
These initiatives have revolutionized TEAM. This book provides a vivid account of the process,
presented as a journal.
  medicine hole golf course: Oxford Dictionary of English Angus Stevenson, 2010-08-19 19
pages of contents in middle of book between end of L and beginning of M
  medicine hole golf course: Encyclopedia of Sports Medicine Lyle J. Micheli, 2011 This
encyclopedia presents state-of-the-art research and evidence-based applications on the topic of
sports medicine.
  medicine hole golf course: Moon Montana Carter G. Walker, 2019-06-04 Dive into Big Sky



Country as Moon Montana reveals the rolling prairies, wild forests, and rugged spirit of this intrepid
state. Inside you'll find: Strategic, flexible itineraries designed for outdoor adventurers, history
buffs, and more Focused coverage of Yellowstone National Park and Glacier National Park, plus how
to plan an epic Montana road trip Must-see highlights and outdoor experiences: Go skiing in
Whitefish, relax at a hot springs resort, or barhop through Missoula. Hike to roaring waterfalls,
breathtaking vistas, and secluded lakes. Spot wild wolves, elk, and bison, go whitewater rafting, or
marvel at the legendary Old Faithful. Sign up for a Sun Tour of East Glacier and learn about the
area's important Native American history. Discover authentic cowboy culture in Billings, or indulge
in locally raised bison burgers and huckleberry pie Expert advice from former wilderness guide and
longtime Montana local Carter G. Walker on where to stay, where to eat, and how to get around
Full-color photos and detailed maps throughout Up-to-date information including background on the
landscape, wildlife, history, and local culture Useful tips for families, LGBTQ travelers, travelers
with disabilities, and more Find your adventure in Montana with Moon's practical advice and local
insight. Sticking to the national parks? Try Moon Yellowstone & Grand Teton or Moon Glacier
National Park.
  medicine hole golf course: Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Royal Society of
Medicine (Great Britain), 1992 Includes selected papers from meetings of the Society and of its
sections.
  medicine hole golf course: Moon Montana & Wyoming Carter G. Walker, 2019-05-07 Moon
Montana & Wyoming guides you to the best of the wild west, revealing the untold adventures that
await under the vast country sky. Inside you'll find: Strategic, flexible itineraries for visiting both
states, including Yellowstone, Glacier, and Grand Teton national parks, curated for outdoor
adventurers, history buffs, and more The best road trips in Montana and Wyoming, from a 14-day
Greater Yellowstone loop to a 7-day Glacier road trip Must-see highlights and unique experiences:
Hit the road to see the stunning scenery of the national parks, and stop in towns where the old West
is alive and well. Spot wildlife like wolves, elk, moose, bison, and black bears, go whitewater rafting
or kayaking, or drive the famed Going-to-the-Sun Road. Hike to roaring waterfalls, breathtaking
vistas, and secluded lakes. Learn about the region's important Native American history, discover
authentic cowboy culture, or sample the best of western cuisine in Jackson Hole, from locally raised
bison burgers to huckleberry pie Honest advice from former wilderness guide and longtime Montana
local Carter G. Walker on where to stay, where to eat, and how to get around Full-color photos and
detailed maps throughout Background information on the landscape, wildlife, history, and local
culture Recommendations for families, LGBTQ+ travelers, and travelers with disabilities With Moon
Montana & Wyoming's practical advice and local insight, you can plan your trip your way. Focusing
on the national parks? Try Moon Glacier National Park or Moon Yellowstone & Grand Teton.
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