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medical terminology textbook serves as a fundamental resource for students, healthcare professionals,

and anyone interested in mastering the language of medicine. This specialized textbook offers

comprehensive coverage of the vast array of medical terms used in clinical practice, research, and

healthcare communication. Understanding medical terminology is essential for accurate documentation,

effective communication among healthcare providers, and improved patient care. This article explores

the importance of a medical terminology textbook, its key features, how to choose the right one, and

tips for maximizing learning. Whether used in nursing school, medical training, or continuing education,

a well-structured medical terminology textbook is invaluable for building a solid foundation in medical

language.
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Importance of a Medical Terminology Textbook

A medical terminology textbook is crucial for anyone entering the healthcare field or involved in

medical studies. It provides a structured approach to learning the specialized vocabulary that forms the

basis of medical communication. Understanding these terms helps prevent misinterpretations and



errors, which can have serious consequences in clinical settings. Additionally, mastery of medical

terminology facilitates easier learning of anatomy, physiology, pathology, and pharmacology. The

textbook also acts as a reference tool for professionals to ensure precision in documentation and

communication. Given the complexity and volume of medical terms, a reliable textbook organizes this

information logically for efficient study and recall.

Role in Healthcare Education

Medical terminology textbooks are integral to healthcare education programs, including nursing,

medical assisting, and allied health courses. They provide foundational knowledge that supports

coursework and clinical training. By learning the standardized terms, students can better understand

textbooks, lectures, and patient charts. This foundation enables learners to advance into more

specialized medical topics with confidence.

Enhancing Communication and Patient Care

Accurate use of medical terminology improves communication between healthcare professionals,

ensuring that patient information is conveyed clearly and without ambiguity. This clarity is essential for

coordinating care, writing prescriptions, and documenting patient histories. Ultimately, effective

communication supported by correct terminology enhances patient safety and care outcomes.

Key Features of a Medical Terminology Textbook

High-quality medical terminology textbooks share several key features that enhance learning and

usability. These features include comprehensive content coverage, clear explanations, visual aids, and

interactive learning tools. Understanding these elements helps users select textbooks that meet their

educational needs and learning preferences.



Comprehensive Vocabulary Coverage

A thorough medical terminology textbook covers a wide range of terms related to body systems,

diseases, diagnostic procedures, treatments, and pharmacology. It includes prefixes, suffixes, root

words, and abbreviations that form the building blocks of medical language. This extensive coverage

ensures that learners acquire a broad and deep understanding of medical terms.

Clear Definitions and Examples

Effective textbooks provide precise definitions accompanied by examples that demonstrate the term’s

use in context. This approach aids in comprehension and retention by linking abstract terms to real-

world applications. Many textbooks also include pronunciation guides to assist learners in speaking

terms correctly.

Visual Aids and Illustrations

Visual components such as diagrams, charts, and tables enhance understanding by providing visual

context to complex terms. Anatomical illustrations, for example, help learners connect terminology with

the corresponding body parts and systems. These aids support different learning styles and improve

memory retention.

Practice Exercises and Review Sections

Interactive features like quizzes, flashcards, and review questions reinforce learning and allow users to

assess their grasp of the material. These exercises encourage active engagement and help identify

areas needing further study. Some textbooks also include case studies to apply terminology in clinical

contexts.



How to Choose the Right Medical Terminology Textbook

Selecting a medical terminology textbook requires consideration of several factors to ensure it aligns

with the user’s educational goals and skill level. Choosing the right textbook maximizes learning

efficiency and supports long-term mastery of medical language.

Assessing Educational Level and Purpose

Begin by evaluating whether the textbook suits the learner’s current level, whether beginner,

intermediate, or advanced. Some textbooks are designed specifically for high school students or entry-

level healthcare programs, while others target advanced medical students or professionals seeking

continuing education.

Evaluating Content and Structure

Review the table of contents and sample chapters to assess whether the textbook covers relevant

topics comprehensively and logically. A well-organized structure that progresses from basic to complex

concepts is ideal for building foundational knowledge gradually.

Considering Additional Learning Resources

Many modern textbooks offer supplementary materials such as online access, multimedia resources,

and mobile apps. These resources can enhance the learning experience by providing varied formats

and interactive opportunities, catering to different learning preferences.

Checking Author Credentials and Reviews

The credibility of textbook authors and publishers is important for ensuring accurate and up-to-date

content. Checking reviews from educators and students can provide insights into the textbook’s



effectiveness and usability.

Effective Strategies for Learning Medical Terminology

Mastering medical terminology requires consistent study and practice. Employing effective learning

strategies enhances retention and application of terms in clinical and academic settings.

Breaking Down Terms into Components

Understanding the roots, prefixes, and suffixes that compose medical terms helps learners decode

unfamiliar words. This analytical approach simplifies complex terminology and facilitates memorization.

Using Flashcards and Repetition

Flashcards are a proven tool for memorization, allowing learners to review terms frequently and test

their recall. Repetition spaced over time strengthens memory and promotes long-term retention.

Engaging with Practical Applications

Applying terminology in real-life scenarios, such as clinical case studies or role-playing exercises,

reinforces understanding and contextualizes learning. Writing practice and verbal usage also improve

familiarity and confidence.

Group Study and Discussion

Collaborative learning through study groups or discussion forums encourages sharing of knowledge

and clarification of difficult concepts. Peer interaction can motivate learners and provide diverse

perspectives.



Applications of Medical Terminology in Healthcare

Medical terminology is indispensable across various healthcare disciplines and settings. Its applications

extend beyond education into everyday professional practice, facilitating accurate and efficient

healthcare delivery.

Clinical Documentation and Charting

Healthcare providers use medical terminology to document patient histories, diagnoses, treatments,

and progress notes. Precise terminology in medical records ensures clarity and continuity of care

among multidisciplinary teams.

Communication Among Healthcare Professionals

Standardized medical language enables clear communication among doctors, nurses, pharmacists,

and other providers. This common vocabulary reduces misunderstandings and supports coordinated

patient management.

Medical Coding and Billing

Medical terminology underpins coding systems used for billing and insurance claims. Accurate use of

terms is essential to ensure appropriate reimbursement and compliance with regulatory standards.

Patient Education and Advocacy

Healthcare professionals often translate complex medical terms into understandable language for

patients. Knowledge of terminology allows providers to educate patients effectively and advocate for

their care needs.



Prefixes, suffixes, and root words form the basis of medical terms.

Visual aids enhance comprehension of anatomical and procedural terms.

Practice exercises improve retention and application of terminology.

Choosing the right textbook depends on educational level and learning goals.

Medical terminology is critical for documentation, communication, and billing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the importance of a medical terminology textbook for

healthcare students?

A medical terminology textbook is essential for healthcare students as it provides a comprehensive

understanding of the language used in the medical field, enabling accurate communication,

documentation, and comprehension of medical concepts.

Which features should I look for in a good medical terminology

textbook?

A good medical terminology textbook should include clear definitions, pronunciation guides,

illustrations, root words, prefixes and suffixes, quizzes or practice exercises, and updated content

reflecting current medical practices.

Are there any recommended medical terminology textbooks for



beginners?

Yes, some recommended textbooks for beginners include 'Medical Terminology: A Short Course' by

Davi-Ellen Chabner and 'The Language of Medicine' by Davi-Ellen Chabner, which are known for their

clear explanations and user-friendly format.

How can a medical terminology textbook help in preparing for medical

certification exams?

A medical terminology textbook helps prepare for certification exams by familiarizing students with the

vocabulary and concepts frequently tested, improving their ability to understand exam questions and

medical documentation accurately.

Is there a digital or online version available for medical terminology

textbooks?

Many medical terminology textbooks are available in digital formats, including eBooks and interactive

online platforms, which often offer additional resources like videos, quizzes, and flashcards to enhance

learning.

How often are medical terminology textbooks updated to reflect

changes in the field?

Medical terminology textbooks are typically updated every few years to incorporate new medical terms,

advances in healthcare, and changes in medical standards to ensure that learners have the most

current information.

Additional Resources

1. Medical Terminology: A Living Language

This textbook offers a comprehensive introduction to medical terminology, focusing on word roots,



prefixes, and suffixes. It uses a modular approach to help students build and understand complex

medical terms. The book includes practical exercises and real-world examples to reinforce learning,

making it ideal for beginner healthcare students.

2. Essentials of Medical Terminology

Designed for healthcare professionals and students, this book simplifies the process of learning

medical terms. It emphasizes pronunciation, spelling, and meaning, with plenty of illustrations and

practice activities. The clear, concise format helps readers quickly acquire the vocabulary necessary

for clinical practice.

3. Medical Terminology for Health Professions

This text provides a detailed exploration of medical terminology used across various health

professions. It integrates anatomy and physiology to deepen understanding of terms within clinical

contexts. Numerous case studies and interactive exercises support active learning and retention.

4. Fundamentals of Medical Terminology

A beginner-friendly guide, this book breaks down complex medical language into manageable parts. It

covers the basics of word formation and usage in healthcare settings. The inclusion of review

questions and glossary terms assists students in mastering essential vocabulary efficiently.

5. Quick & Easy Medical Terminology

Perfect for students who need a fast yet thorough introduction, this book presents medical terminology

in an accessible, straightforward manner. It uses mnemonic devices and visual aids to enhance

memorization. The concise chapters make it suitable for self-study or supplementary classroom use.

6. Medical Terminology Systems: A Body Systems Approach

This book organizes medical terminology according to body systems, providing context that aids

comprehension. It combines terminology with relevant anatomy, pathology, and diagnostic procedures.

Interactive learning tools and practice tests help reinforce knowledge.

7. Exploring Medical Language: A Student-Directed Approach



Focused on active student engagement, this textbook encourages learners to explore medical

language through discovery and practice. It includes a variety of hands-on activities and case studies

to apply terminology in realistic scenarios. The approachable style supports learners at all levels.

8. The Language of Medicine

A widely used medical terminology resource, this book offers detailed explanations of terms alongside

clinical applications. It integrates medical language with patient care concepts to enhance

understanding. The text is supplemented with illustrations, summaries, and review questions.

9. Medical Terminology Made Incredibly Easy!

This book simplifies medical terminology with a fun, easy-to-understand approach. It uses humor,

illustrations, and straightforward explanations to make learning enjoyable. Ideal for healthcare students

and professionals seeking a quick refresher or foundational knowledge.
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Chabner, 2022-02-05 Build a working medical vocabulary quickly with Chabner's Medical
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text helps you master the basics of medical vocabulary — including the most frequently encountered
suffixes, prefixes, and word roots. A text/workbook format lets you practice and interact with
medical terminology on almost every page through exercises, labeling, and pronunciations. Case
studies and real-world vignettes demonstrate how medical terms are used in practice. With all this
plus medical animations, word games, and flash cards on the Evolve website, you'll be amazed at
how easily medical terminology becomes part of your vocabulary. - Easy-to-read and understandable
language allows you to quickly grasp and retain medical terminology even if you've had little or no
background in biology or medicine. - Text/workbook approach reinforces learning every step of the
way with exercises, diagram labeling, review sheets, and pronunciation practice throughout the
book. - Full-color illustrations and photographs show parts of the body, diseases, conditions, and
medical procedures. - Picture Show activities, medical case reports, and vignettes demonstrate
real-life applications of medical terms. - First Person narratives help you to understand diseases and
conditions from the patient's perspective. - Principal Diagnosis feature shows how medical terms are
used in clinical practice by asking you to read physician notes about a case and determine the
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patient's principal diagnosis. - Medical Terminology Check Up at the end of each chapter reinforces
your understanding of key concepts and easily confused terms. - Evolve website includes resources
optimized for tablet use, and mobile-optimized versions of the flash cards and quick quizzes make it
easier for on-the-go study and review. - Body Systems Challenge self-test assesses and reinforces
your understanding at your own pace. - NEW! Additional case studies provide examples of medical
terminology in the context of patient care and procedures. - NEW! Immunity and COVID-19 Vaccines
appendix features topics of current interest, including infectious disease, cancer treatments, medical
technologies, and pharmacology.
  medical terminology textbook: Medical Terminology Lori Knight, 2013
  medical terminology textbook: Introduction to Medical Terminology , 2004
  medical terminology textbook: Medical Terminology Barbara J. Cohen, Ann DePetris,
2013-02-08 Medical Terminology: An Illustrated Guide, 7e by Barbara Janson Cohen uses a stepwise
approach to learning medical terminology. Part 1 describes how medical terms are built from word
parts; Part 2 introduces body structures, diseases, and treatments; and Part 3 describes each body
system. Individual chapters also build on knowledge in stages: the Key Terms sections list the terms
most commonly used; more specialized terms are included in a later section entitled “Supplementary
Terms.” The current edition includes a robust student ancillary package delivered under the
PASSport to Success brand, with assessment exercises, chapter quizzes, and searchable text online,
and a complete suite of instructor resources. The addition of PrepU as a packaging option provides a
powerful value to students - the online study experience helps them to understand and retain course
information and helps instructors to better assess what their students may be struggling with.
  medical terminology textbook: Medical Terminology Davi-Ellen Chabner, 2009 Quickly
master the basics of medical terminology and begin speaking and writing terms almost immediately!
Based on Davi Chabner's effective learning methods, this book's straightforward approach omits
time-consuming, nonessential information and focuses on helping you actively build a working
vocabulary of the most frequently encountered suffixes, prefixes, and word roots. Terms are
introduced in the context of human anatomy and physiology to help you understand exactly what
they mean, and case studies and vignettes throughout the book demonstrate how they're used in
practice. With all this plus NEW animations and games on the companion CD, you'll be amazed at
how easily medical terminology becomes part of your vocabulary. Self-teaching text/workbook
approach reinforces learning every step of the way with labeling diagrams, pronunciation tests, and
review sheets throughout the book. Simple, clear, non-technical explanations of terms demystify
medical terminology even if you've had little or no background in medicine or science. UNIQUE
Medical Scramble activity challenges you to unscramble the letters of terms - a fun way to improve
your spelling accuracy and word recognition. UNIQUE Medical Detective activity on the student CD
presents scenarios with missing information that you must locate in order to correctly answer
questions. Case studies and vignettes illustrate real-life applications of medical terms. UNIQUE
Illustrations in the Spanish glossary include labels in both English and Spanish to help you
understand terms you are likely to encounter in the health care setting. Additional online student
resources on the companion Evolve website include extra quizzes, an English-Spanish glossary of
over 5,000 terms, and the Body Spectrum Electronic Anatomy Coloring Book program. New audio
CD packaged with the text provides correct pronunciations of terms and definitions. The improved
student CD packaged with the text offers even more interactive ways to learn, featuring NEW Archie
MD animations, fun games, labeling exercises, Medical Detective activities, and an image glossary.
Spotlights highlight easily confused medical terms to improve your ability to distinguish the
meanings of terms. Picture Show activities present an image of a condition, disorder, or structure,
followed by a series of questions about the image, giving you the opportunity to apply what you've
learned. More NEW, updated photos of pathology familiarize you with medical conditions and
associated terminology.
  medical terminology textbook: Medical Terminology Paula Bostwick, 2023-01-27
  medical terminology textbook: The Language of Medicine E-Book Davi-Ellen Chabner,



2020-03-12 Easily and effectively master medical terminology with Davi-Ellen Chabner's The
Language of Medicine, 12th Edition! Using Chabner's proven method of learning medical terms by
studying them in the context of the human body, this highly-praised and best-selling text helps
individuals of all educational backgrounds easily understand and remember important medical
terminology by incorporating easy-to-follow explanations, logical and interesting examples, and
countless reinforcement exercises. This new twelfth edition also features additional spotlight boxes
on high-interest medical topics; updated medical scenario reports, laboratory tests, and clinical
procedures; a new mini dictionary; additional in person stories, ADA-compliant resources, and more.
No matter where your career path takes you, Chabner's proven method for med term mastery will
help keep you grounded. - Simple and easy-to-understand explanations of terms enables learners
with little or no previous medical or science background to easily grasp medical terms and concepts.
- Wide variety of interactive exercises provides multiple opportunities to reinforce and remember
content. - Practical applications in each chapter (including case reports, operative and diagnostic
tests, laboratory and x-ray reports) help leaners apply knowledge to situations you will encounter in
the clinical environment. - Anatomy, physiology, and pathology coverage is presented in detail with
clear illustrations and brilliant images to orient learners to the structure and function of the body
system. This format offers the best context for learning the medical terms by showing readers how it
is used in practice. - Actual clinical procedures and lab tests are provided within the body system or
medical specialty chapters to further demonstrate medical terminology in action. - Abbreviations are
covered in every chapter to help learners master the medical shorthand used in clinical practice. -
Pronunciations of terms appear at the ends of chapters along with phonetic spellings. -
Comprehensive glossaries (word parts to English and English to word parts) and appendices
(plurals, abbreviations, drug resource, and hematologic lab reference) appear at the end of the text
and serve as quick references for use in class and on the job. - Error-prone abbreviations list derived
from the Joint Commission alerts reader to abbreviations that should not be used in the clinical
setting. - Interactive learner resources on companion website provide users with endless practice
building, spelling, listening to, and understanding medical terms, while providing instant feedback. -
NEW! Elsevier Adaptive Quizzing (EAQ) is now available for separate purchase–Elsevier Adaptive
Quizzing is a highly effective, formative evaluation tool that strengthens your knowledge and
confidence with high-quality practice questions. Through personalized quizzing, you and your
instructors can identify weak topic areas and develop simple strategies to improve your results.
  medical terminology textbook: Medical Terminology Kerry L. Cheesman, Maryann
Cheesman, 2012
  medical terminology textbook: Medical Terminology Linda Rener, 2001-03-12 This workbook
has been developed for all individuals with little to no background in the health care field. It is a
basic introduction to medical terminology. It provides the student with an opportunity to develop
good word-building skills so that the student can identify medical terms by their corresponding word
components. This workbook is unique in that it has been designed for use with any medical
terminology textbook or instructor lectures. It is filled with exercises, crossword puzzles, case
studies, and a bonus section with flash cards to assist the student in broadening their knowledge
base. There are special topics such as medical financial terms, which will help familiarize one with
the special communication style used by hospitals, medical offices, and insurance companies in
medical billing. The student need not be limited to one pursuing a strictly medical career. The
student of medical terminology may be an accountant, an attorney, a journalist, or an individual from
any of the vast array of fields that directly or not deal with the medical profession. The entry-level
health care provider to facilitate in the on-going review of medical terminology can also utilize this
book. In 2012, this workbook became available in e-book format! Dr. Mundorff is available for
personalized online tutoring; contact her at bridges2hlth@aol.com.
  medical terminology textbook: The Language of Medicine Davi-Ellen Chabner, 2007-01-01
This market-leading text helps readers understand and learn complex medical terms by dividing
them into their component parts, clearly explaining the meanings of these terms in the context of



how the body works in health and disease. Terminology and complex medical processes are
described in an easy-to-understand manner that is readily accessible to learners of all levels. The
Language of Medicine brings medical terms to life with a text/workbook format organized by body
systems, offering additional chapters on specific key areas of health care, such as cancer and
psychiatry. Anatomy and physiology sections are generously illustrated in full color and reinforced
with exercises on combining forms and word parts. Spotlights focus on easily confused terms and
concepts. Presents medical terms in the context of anatomy and physiology, following a logical
body-system chapter organization. Clearly explains the material in simple, non-technical language,
making the information accessible even to students with little or no previous medical or scientific
background. Medical experts have extensively reviewed all chapters for accuracy. Practical
applications keep students engaged and focused, such as Case Scenarios and Practical Applications
that offer case reports, operative and diagnostic tests, and laboratory and x-ray reports.
Text/workbook format uses a variety of exercises and activities to reinforce and build on the
information students learn. Explanations of clinical procedures, laboratory tests, and abbreviations
related to each body system or medical specialty show medical terminology in practice.
Pronunciation of Terms list at the end of each chapter provides phonetic spellings and spaces to
write the meanings of terms. A wealth of exercises within each chapter and at the end of each
section challenge readers to test their understanding of material. New icons facilitate navigation
within the chapters and add visual interest. Colorful new page layout is designed to hold students'
interest. Line drawings have been newly rendered in a rich new color palette with a more
three-dimensional look. New Medical Scramble activity presents scrambled terms for the student to
decipher - a fun way to improve spelling accuracy and knowledge of terms. The latest medical
advances are incorporated throughout, such as stem cell research, c-reactive protein, sentinel node
biopsy, and molecular targeted drugs. Four new case studies have been added to the Practical
Applications sections in the cardiovascular and blood system chapters. A controlled substances table
is included in the chapter on pharmacology. Bones and their common names are presented in a new
table. Expanded coverage of diagnostic tests and procedures, such as: virtual colonoscopy;
urinalysis; breast ultrasound and MRI; photo-selective vaporization of the prostate; new methods for
managing arrhythmias; PET of the lung; coverage of multiple myeloma; CD4 lymphocyte count;
irradiation, photon therapy, and stereotactic radiosurgery; abnormal involuntary movement scale
(AIMS). A complementary and alternative medicine appendix provides information on popular
therapies. Icons in the text direct students to extra information on procedures and terms on the
companion CD.
  medical terminology textbook: Medical Terminology Online for the Language of Medicine
Davi-Ellen Chabner, 2013-02-15 This money-saving package includes Medical Terminology Online
for The Language of Medicine (User Guide and Access Code) and the 10th edition of Chabner: The
Language of Medicine.
  medical terminology textbook: Medical Terminology with Human Anatomy Jane Rice, 1995
KEY BENEFIT: The fourth edition of the popular book provides comprehensive coverage of all
aspects of medical terminology. Arranged by body systems and specialty areas, this book makes
learning medical terminology easy and interested by presenting important prefixes, roots, and
suffixes as they relate to each specialty area or system. Completely updated and revised, this new
edition includes full-color illustrations, chapter outlines and objectives, and features designed to
make the book even more use-friendly, such as Terminology Spotlights. The package also includes 4
audio cassettes that aid in the pronunciation and understanding of the medical terms. Students in all
health-related fields, nursing students, medical secretaries.
  medical terminology textbook: Quick & Easy Medical Terminology Peggy C. Leonard,
2011 Begin reading, writing, and speaking medical terms immediately with this highly interactive,
proven approach.
  medical terminology textbook: Illustrated Guide to Medical Terminology Juanita J. Davies,
2015-03-09 Supported by a new, dedicated mobile app and a suite of online learning tools, the



groundbreaking ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY, Second Edition, is now even
more effective for today’s learners. Ideal for brief, introductory, or essentials courses, this proven
text teaches fundamental medical terms using word parts, without bogging down in detailed
anatomy and physiology discussions. A highly visual approach—with abundant use of tables, charts,
and illustrations—makes the text an effective resource for students of diverse backgrounds,
including ESL speakers, students focused on career preparation, and auditory and visual learners.
Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may
not be available in the ebook version.
  medical terminology textbook: Medical Terminology a Word-Building Approach Jane Rice,
2007-07-06
  medical terminology textbook: Medical Terminology Paula Manuel Bostwick, 2024 In this
edition, Medical Terminology book the text is designed to direct your study of medical terminology
by guiding you through an organized approach to step-by-step learning. Author Paula Bostwick has
invested her time, research, and talents to help you succeed in learning medical terminology. The
format of each chapter is designed to guide you through steps that lead to a full understanding of
medical terminology--
  medical terminology textbook: Medical Terminology Marjorie Canfield Willis, 2006 The
textbook that originated the use of the complete medical record to teach terminology has been
revised! New features include a new full-color design; a bonus CD-ROM packaged with the text,
including fun assessment exercises and audio pronunciations; and flashcards bound into the text for
student self-study. The free faculty ancillary package includes an Instructor's Manual with
Instructor's Resource CD-ROM--which includes an imagebank and a test generator. A free
transparency set is also available. Online Tutoring powered by Smarthinking--Free online tutoring,
powered by Smarthinking, gives students access to expert nursing and allied health science
educators whose mission, like yours, is to achieve success. Students can access live tutoring support,
critiques of written work, and other valuable tools. Visit http: //thepoint.lww.com/Willis2e for more
information on the text and to view sample pages.
  medical terminology textbook: Medical Terminology Jean Tannis Dennerll, 2005
  medical terminology textbook: Pocket Medical Terminology Andrew Hutton, 2020-09-25
  medical terminology textbook: Basic Medical Terminology J. Patrick Fisher, 1983-02-01
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