
medicine for cold sores cvs
medicine for cold sores cvs offers a convenient and accessible option for individuals seeking
effective treatment for cold sores. Cold sores, caused by the herpes simplex virus, are a common
condition characterized by painful blisters around the lips and mouth. CVS, as a leading pharmacy
chain, provides a range of over-the-counter and prescription medications designed to alleviate
symptoms, speed up healing, and reduce the frequency of outbreaks. This article explores the types
of medicine for cold sores available at CVS, including topical creams, oral antivirals, and natural
remedies. Additionally, it discusses how to choose the right product, usage guidelines, and preventive
measures. By understanding the options offered by CVS, patients can make informed decisions to
manage cold sores effectively. The following sections will cover the available medications, their
benefits, and practical tips for treatment.

Types of Cold Sore Medicines Available at CVS

How to Choose the Right Cold Sore Treatment

Usage Guidelines and Precautions

Additional Remedies and Preventive Measures

Types of Cold Sore Medicines Available at CVS
CVS stocks a variety of cold sore treatments, catering to different needs and severity of symptoms.
These medicines include topical creams, oral antiviral drugs, and supportive care products. Each type
plays a distinct role in managing cold sores, from reducing pain and inflammation to accelerating
healing.

Topical Antiviral Creams
Topical creams are a popular first line of defense for cold sores. They are applied directly to the
affected area and work by inhibiting viral replication. Common antiviral ingredients found in CVS cold
sore creams include docosanol and acyclovir. These products are most effective when used at the first
sign of an outbreak, such as tingling or itching.

Oral Antiviral Medications
For more severe or frequent outbreaks, CVS offers prescription oral antiviral medications such as
valacyclovir and famciclovir. These drugs require a healthcare provider's prescription and are
designed to reduce the duration and severity of cold sores. Oral antivirals can also be used as
suppressive therapy to decrease outbreak frequency.



Over-the-Counter Pain Relief and Supportive Products
In addition to antiviral treatments, CVS carries various supportive products to relieve discomfort
associated with cold sores. These include analgesic creams containing benzocaine or lidocaine, lip
balms with moisturizing properties, and antiseptic wipes. These products help soothe pain, prevent
secondary infections, and promote healing.

How to Choose the Right Cold Sore Treatment
Selecting an appropriate medicine for cold sores at CVS depends on several factors including the
severity of the outbreak, frequency of recurrence, and individual health conditions. Understanding the
differences between available treatments can guide users toward effective management.

Assessing Severity and Frequency
Mild cold sores that occur infrequently may be effectively treated with over-the-counter topical
creams and pain relievers. However, individuals experiencing frequent, severe, or prolonged
outbreaks should consult a healthcare professional for oral antiviral prescriptions. Early treatment
initiation is crucial for better outcomes.

Considering Medical History and Allergies
When choosing a cold sore medicine, it is important to consider any allergies or sensitivities to
medication ingredients. Those with compromised immune systems or underlying health conditions
should seek medical advice before using over-the-counter products. CVS pharmacists can provide
guidance on safe options.

Evaluating Convenience and Application Preferences
The form of medication, such as cream, patch, or oral tablet, may influence treatment adherence.
Some individuals prefer topical treatments for ease of application, while others may opt for oral
medications for systemic effects. CVS offers a variety of formats to accommodate different
preferences.

Usage Guidelines and Precautions
Proper use of cold sore medicines is essential to maximize their effectiveness and reduce potential
side effects. Following recommended guidelines ensures safe and efficient treatment.

Application Timing and Frequency
Antiviral creams at CVS should be applied as soon as symptoms appear, typically five times daily for
up to ten days. Oral antivirals are usually prescribed in specific dosages over a set duration. Adhering



to these schedules helps control viral activity and speeds healing.

Avoiding Cross-Contamination
Cold sores are highly contagious. To prevent spreading the virus, avoid touching the sores and wash
hands frequently. Use separate towels and linens, and refrain from sharing personal items during
outbreaks. CVS also offers protective lip balms and wipes that can help reduce transmission risk.

Recognizing When to Seek Medical Attention
If cold sores do not improve after treatment, worsen, or spread to other areas such as the eyes,
immediate medical evaluation is necessary. Additionally, individuals with weakened immune systems
or severe symptoms should consult healthcare providers promptly.

Additional Remedies and Preventive Measures
Beyond medicine for cold sores CVS provides, several complementary strategies can support healing
and reduce recurrence. These include lifestyle adjustments, home remedies, and preventive care.

Natural and Home Remedies
Some individuals use natural remedies alongside medications to alleviate cold sore symptoms.
Common options include applying aloe vera gel, using cold compresses, and maintaining lip hydration
with petroleum jelly or specialized balms. While these may soothe discomfort, they do not replace
antiviral treatments.

Diet and Immune Support
A healthy diet rich in vitamins and minerals supports immune function and may reduce cold sore
outbreaks. Foods high in lysine, such as dairy and legumes, are sometimes recommended, while
excessive arginine-rich foods like nuts and chocolate may be minimized. CVS offers dietary
supplements that can aid immune health.

Preventive Strategies
Preventing cold sores involves minimizing triggers such as stress, excessive sun exposure, and illness.
Using sunscreen lip balms available at CVS can protect sensitive skin from ultraviolet rays that may
provoke outbreaks. Maintaining good hygiene and managing stress levels are also important
preventive steps.

Apply antiviral creams early and regularly



Use oral antivirals as prescribed for severe cases

Avoid direct contact with sores to prevent spreading

Incorporate moisturizing lip balms and protective products

Adopt lifestyle changes to support immune health

Consult healthcare professionals for recurrent or complicated outbreaks

Frequently Asked Questions

What cold sore medicines are available at CVS?
CVS offers a variety of cold sore medicines including topical creams like Abreva, antiviral ointments,
and pain relief gels to help reduce symptoms and speed up healing.

Can I buy Abreva for cold sores at CVS without a prescription?
Yes, Abreva is an over-the-counter topical cream available at CVS that can be purchased without a
prescription to treat cold sores.

Are there any generic cold sore treatments at CVS?
CVS carries generic versions of antiviral creams and ointments that are effective for cold sore
treatment, often at a lower cost compared to brand names.

How quickly does cold sore medicine from CVS work?
Cold sore medicines from CVS, such as Abreva, typically start to reduce healing time if applied at the
first sign of symptoms, often speeding up recovery by a few days.

Does CVS sell oral cold sore medications?
CVS may sell oral antiviral medications like acyclovir or valacyclovir for cold sores, but these usually
require a prescription from a healthcare provider.

Are there any natural or homeopathic cold sore remedies
available at CVS?
CVS offers some natural and homeopathic products that claim to soothe cold sores, including lip
balms with ingredients like lemon balm or tea tree oil, but their effectiveness varies.



Can I use cold sore medicine from CVS on children?
Some cold sore medicines at CVS are safe for use in children, but it's important to read the label for
age recommendations or consult a healthcare professional before use.

Additional Resources
1. Cold Sores and Their Treatment: A Medical Guide
This book offers a comprehensive overview of cold sores, their causes, symptoms, and modern
treatments available both over-the-counter and by prescription. It covers the biology of the herpes
simplex virus and discusses preventative measures and lifestyle adjustments to reduce outbreaks.
The guide is designed for both healthcare professionals and patients seeking in-depth knowledge.

2. Herpes Simplex Virus Infections: Clinical Management
Focusing on herpes simplex virus infections, this text provides detailed information on diagnosis,
clinical presentations, and treatment protocols for cold sores. It includes case studies and the latest
research on antiviral therapies. Medical practitioners will find valuable insights into managing
recurrent outbreaks effectively.

3. Pharmacology of Cold Sore Medications
This book delves into the pharmacological aspects of medications used to treat cold sores, including
topical creams, oral antivirals, and emerging therapies. It explains drug mechanisms, side effects, and
guidelines for use in various patient populations. A useful resource for pharmacists and clinicians
interested in therapeutic options.

4. Managing Cold Sores: Patient Care and Counseling
Designed for healthcare providers, this book emphasizes patient education and counseling strategies
for managing cold sores. It addresses common myths, adherence to treatment, and lifestyle
modifications to prevent outbreaks. The book also explores psychological impacts and support
techniques for affected individuals.

5. Natural Remedies for Cold Sores: Evidence-Based Approaches
This text reviews natural and alternative treatments for cold sores, evaluating their efficacy through
scientific studies. It covers herbal remedies, dietary supplements, and lifestyle interventions that may
complement conventional therapy. Readers seeking integrative medicine options will find practical
guidance here.

6. Cold Sores: Virology, Immunology, and Therapeutic Advances
An in-depth exploration of the virology and immunology underlying cold sore infections, this book
discusses recent advances in vaccine development and novel treatments. It is geared towards
researchers and advanced medical students interested in the molecular and immunological aspects of
herpes simplex virus.

7. Over-the-Counter Solutions for Cold Sores: Choosing the Right Product
This consumer-focused guide helps readers navigate the variety of over-the-counter products
available for cold sore treatment. It explains how to select effective creams, patches, and
supplements based on symptoms and severity. The book also provides tips on recognizing when to
seek professional medical advice.

8. Pediatric Cold Sores: Diagnosis and Treatment



Specifically targeting cold sore management in children, this book addresses differences in
presentation, treatment considerations, and parental guidance. It highlights safe treatment options
and preventive strategies suitable for pediatric patients. Pediatricians and parents alike will benefit
from its clear, practical advice.

9. Cold Sores and Public Health: Prevention and Education
This book examines cold sores from a public health perspective, emphasizing prevention strategies,
community education, and reducing transmission. It discusses the social stigma associated with
herpes infections and the importance of awareness campaigns. Public health professionals will find
useful frameworks for program development.
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Conventional Medicine is a unique textbook for students and practitioners of complementary
medicine, offering a systematic comparative approach to Western and Eastern medicine.
Practitioners of complementary medicine increasingly find themselves working alongside
conventionally trained doctors and nurses and it is vital for them to develop a core understanding of
conventional medical language and philosophy. The book is designed as a guide to understanding
conventional medical diagnoses, symptoms and treatments, whilst also encouraging the reader to
reflect on and translate how these diagnoses may be interpreted from a more holistic medical
perspective. Throughout the text the practitioner/student is encouraged to see that conventional and
more holistic interpretations are not necessarily contradictory, but instead are simply two different
approaches to interpreting the same truth, that truth being the patient's symptoms. After
introductory sections on physiology, pathology and pharmacology, there follow sections devoted to
each of the physiological systems of the body. In these, the physiology of each system is explored
together with the medical investigation, symptoms and treatments of the important diseases which
might affect that system. As each disease is described, the reader is encouraged to consider the
corresponding Chinese medical perspective. The textbook concludes with chapters relating
specifically to dealing with patients in practice. In particular these focus on warning signs of serious
disease, supporting patients on medication and ethical issues which may arise from management of
patients which is shared with conventional practitioners. The book also offers a detailed summary of
'Red Flag symptoms' which are those which should be referred for 'Western' medical investigation or
emergency medical treatment, and also a guide to how patients can be safely supported in
withdrawing from conventional medication, when this is clinically appropriate. Those wishing to use
the text for systematic study can make use of the question and problem-solving approach offered on
the accompanying CD to which references to self study exercises appear at regular stages
throughout the book. This means that the text can be easily adapted to form the basis of a study
course in clinical medicine for students of complementary medicine. In addition to the self-testing
questions and answers, the supporting CD also contains checklists for revision and full-colour
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illustrations. ABOUT THE AUTHOR Clare Stephenson is a qualified medical practitioner who worked
in hospital medicine, general practice and public health medicine for a number of years before
training in Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) and acupuncture. Over the course of a decade she
developed and taught an undergraduate course for students of Chinese medicine on Western
medicine and how it relates to TCM. She is particularly committed to encouraging communication
and understanding between practitioners of different health disciplines. She currently works as a GP
in Oxfordshire. Approx.734 pages
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care. Divided into four areas-Pediatrics, Gynecology, Obstetrics, and, Adult General Medicine-and
following a lifespan approach, it utilizes the S-O-A-P (Subjective-Objective-Assessment-Plan) format.
Additionally, the authors explore complex chronic disease management, health promotion across the
lifespan, and professional and legal issues such as reimbursement, billing, and the legal scope of
practice. The Fourth Edition has a keen focus on gerontology to accommodate the AGNP specialty
and to better assist the student or clinician in caring for the aging population. The authors follow the
across the life span approach and focus on common complete disorders. Certain chapters have been
revised and new chapters have been added which include:Health Maintenance for Older Adults;
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section)
  medicine for cold sores cvs: Runner's World , 2008
  medicine for cold sores cvs: Body & Soul , 2008
  medicine for cold sores cvs: Body and Soul , 2008-07
  medicine for cold sores cvs: Smart Medicine William Hanson, 2011-06-07 We're a nation in
love with the drama of the medical world—from fast-paced hospital life to the race to discover cures
for diseases. In Smart Medicine, William Hanson brings to life the fascinating true world of doctors
and nurses and reveals the revolutionary changes that will soon be sweeping through the medical
community: pharmacies that double as walk-in clinics; health services that will be delivered online;
electronic records that hold the history of every drug or blood test you ever took. You might go to a
genome specialist to identify the ticking time bomb in your genes, or you might show a rash to your
doctor via videophone from thousands of miles away. The plethora of new options will change the
way you and your doctor make decisions. Sophisticated yet written in easily accessible language,
this is a penetrating look at the new world of medicine.
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Manglik, 2024-07-30 A comprehensive guide to medical terminology and human body systems, this
book helps students and professionals understand the language of healthcare, with detailed
explanations of anatomical structures and physiological functions.
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Niedzwiecki, Julie Pepper, 2019-10-08 More than any other product on the market, the most
successful Medical Assistants begin their careers with Kinn. Trusted for more than 60 years, Kinn's
The Medical Assistant: An Applied Learning Approach, 14th Edition teaches you real-world clinical
skills essential for a career in the modern medical office- always with a focus on application through
unfolding case scenarios, critical thinking questions, procedure videos, and interactive exercises.
The reorganized 14th edition features new authors and a chapter reviewing medical terminology and
anatomy. With an easy-to-read format and full continuum of separately sold adaptive solutions,
real-world simulations, EHR documentation experience, and HESI remediation and assessment —
you'll learn the leading skills of modern medical assisting to prepare for certification and a
successful career in the dynamic and growing Medical Assisting profession. - Comprehensive
coverage of all clinical procedures prepares you for a wide variety of Medical Assisting careers. -
115 step-by-step illustrated procedures with rationales break down how to perform critical skills for
practice. - Applied approach to learning helps you use what you've learned in the clinical setting,
including case scenarios, critical thinking exercises, procedures videos, and interactive online
activities. - Access to hands-on activities incorporates use of SimChart® for the Medical Office
software (sold separately) to prepare you for documentation of clinical encounters. - Patient
education and legal and ethical features help relate content to practical use. - Key vocabulary terms
and definitions are presented at the beginning of each chapter and highlighted in text discussions. -
Summary of Learning Objectives serves as a checkpoint and study tool. - Robust companion website
includes chapter quizzes, certification practice exams, procedure videos, and interactive exercises. -
NEW! Chapter reviews medical terminology, anatomy and physiology, and pathology to help you
build a solid medical foundation. - NEW! Artwork focused on the workings of a modern medical
office, includes updated illustrations and photographs of procedures and medical records. - NEW!
Expanded and updated sample certification exams help you practice and prepare for certification. -
NEW! Streamlined presentation refines organization and writing for easy comprehension. - NEW!
Patient-centered care is emphasized throughout. - NEW! Improved test bank includes rationales for
correct and incorrect answers, cognitive leveling for questions, and mapping to chapter objectives
and exam blueprints.
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Complete Home Medical Guide Donald F. Tapley, 1995 Now in its third edition and thoroughly
updated and redesigned, The Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons Complete
Home Medical Guide is the most comprehensive, cutting edge, and convenient health guide. This
book can help you and your family live a longer, healthier life. The third edition includes new
information about different treatments for men and women, a guide to alternative therapies and
medicines, as well as a complete chart of commonly prescribed drugs. Packed with illustrations and
useful information on every stage of human development, The Home Medical Guide weighs the pros
and cons of different health insurance plans and explains medical vocabulary in terms a layman can
understand. From medical emergencies to everyday health care, the guide can provide you with the
information you need in an instant. Complete with an 8-page color atlas to the human body, dozens
of helpful charts, graphs, and tables, a glossary of medical terms, a table of commonly prescribed
drugs, a lifelong Family Medical Record, and a complete and easy-to-use index, this third revised
edition of The Columbia College of Physicians and Surgeons Complete Home Medical Guide is the
medical encyclopedia every family needs: medical awareness is the best medicine of all.--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
  medicine for cold sores cvs: Herbal Notes Michele Iannuzzi-Sucich, Cynthia Sanoski,



2011-06-07 The scientific information and clinical evidence you need to assess the benefits and risks
of herbal and alternative medicines for your patients—now in one easy-to-use reference! For 124
substances, you’ll find concisely structured, but thorough coverage of indications for use, dosage,
adverse reactions/interactions, supporting studies, and more!
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  medicine for cold sores cvs: The Gale Encyclopedia of Medicine Donna Olendorf, Christine
Jeryan, Karen Boyden, 1999 Contains articles that provide medical information about a wide variety
of common diseases, disorders, tests, and treatments; arranged alphabetically from T-to-Z; and
includes cross-references, definitions of terms, lists of resources, and a comprehensive general
index.
  medicine for cold sores cvs: Consumer Health Information Source Book Alan Rees,
2000-01-27 How can an award-winning source book that helps consumers find health information be
improved? Health expert Alan Rees has done just that in his sixth edition by providing practical
advice on using the Internet, tips on where to find Spanish-language health pamphlets, and
recommendations on what's most important in the world of alternative medicine. The sixty edition
provides users with an annotated guide to health-related resources—hotlines, newsletters,
pamphlets, Web sites, CD-ROMS, magazines, books, and more! Readers are given a description on
each resource and how to best use it.
  medicine for cold sores cvs: Nelson Essentials of Pediatrics - E-Book O P Misra, Shakuntala
Prabhu, Surjit Singh, 2016-09-19 The resource of choice for pediatric residencies, clerkships, and
exams, this renowned Pediatric text continues to provide a focused overview of the core knowledge
in the subject. Succinct, targeted coverage of normal childhood growth and development, as well as
the diagnosis, management, and prevention of common pediatric diseases and disorders, make this
an ideal medical reference book for students, pediatric residents, nurse practitioners, and physician
assistants.• Efficiently review essential, concise pediatric content with this popular extension of the
Nelson Textbook of Pediatrics.• Focus on the core knowledge needed for your pediatric rotation with
coverage that follows the MCI curriculum guidelines.• Easily visualize complex aspects with
full-color layout and images, as well as numerous tables throughout the text.• Accomplish the
learning with four new Sections – Community Pediatrics, Pediatric Surgery, Ophthalmology and
Otorhinolaryngology.• Enjoy complimentary access to enhanced e-book with videos and other digital
resources.• Access online select decision-making algorithms from Pediatric Decision-Making
Strategies by Pomeranz et al. (ISBN: 978-0-323-29854-4).
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