
medical coding self study

medical coding self study offers a flexible and cost-effective way for
aspiring professionals to gain expertise in the field of medical coding. This
approach enables individuals to learn at their own pace while mastering the
essential skills needed to accurately translate healthcare diagnoses,
procedures, and services into standardized codes. The process requires
dedication, access to quality resources, and a structured study plan to
ensure comprehensive understanding. Medical coding self study is ideal for
learners who prefer independent education or cannot commit to traditional
classroom settings. This article explores effective strategies, recommended
materials, challenges, and benefits associated with self-directed learning in
medical coding. Additionally, it covers certification pathways and career
opportunities to provide a complete overview for those interested in pursuing
this vital healthcare role.
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Benefits of Medical Coding Self Study

Medical coding self study offers numerous advantages that make it an
appealing option for many learners. Flexibility is a primary benefit,
allowing individuals to tailor their study schedule around personal and
professional commitments. This approach also reduces costs associated with
formal education, such as tuition fees and commuting expenses. Furthermore,
self-study encourages the development of self-discipline, critical thinking,
and time management skills, which are essential for success in the medical
coding profession. Another notable benefit is the ability to customize
learning materials and focus on areas requiring additional attention,
providing a more personalized educational experience.

Cost-Effectiveness

Compared to enrolling in a traditional medical coding program, self-study
significantly lowers financial barriers. Learners can purchase or access free
resources and only invest in certification exams or specific study guides as
needed. This affordability makes medical coding self study accessible to a
wider audience.



Flexible Learning Pace

Self-study allows learners to progress at a pace suited to their individual
needs and comprehension levels. This flexibility ensures a deeper
understanding of complex topics and reduces the pressure often associated
with rigid class schedules.

Essential Resources for Self-Study

Access to quality resources is crucial for successful medical coding self
study. Comprehensive textbooks, official coding manuals, online courses,
practice exams, and coding software all contribute to a well-rounded
education. Selecting up-to-date and reputable materials ensures that learners
are familiar with current coding standards and guidelines.

Medical Coding Textbooks and Manuals

Core resources include the ICD-10-CM (International Classification of
Diseases, 10th Revision, Clinical Modification), CPT (Current Procedural
Terminology), and HCPCS (Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System) manuals.
These publications provide the official coding guidelines and are essential
references for accurate coding practice.

Online Courses and Tutorials

Various online platforms offer structured courses tailored for medical coding
beginners and advanced learners. Many provide video tutorials, interactive
quizzes, and forums to facilitate understanding and engagement. Utilizing
these resources complements textbook learning and offers practical
application opportunities.

Practice Exams and Flashcards

Regular assessment through practice exams helps identify knowledge gaps and
prepare for certification tests. Flashcards are effective for memorizing
medical terminology, coding guidelines, and common codes, enhancing retention
and recall.

Effective Study Strategies

Implementing proven study techniques can enhance the efficiency and
effectiveness of medical coding self study. Establishing a consistent study
schedule, setting achievable goals, and actively engaging with the material
are key components of a successful learning plan.

Creating a Study Plan

A detailed study plan outlines daily or weekly objectives, allocates time for
different coding systems, and includes regular review sessions. This



structured approach helps maintain focus and track progress over time.

Active Learning Techniques

Engaging with the material through note-taking, summarizing content, and
teaching concepts to others reinforces understanding. Additionally,
performing coding exercises and case studies applies theoretical knowledge to
practical scenarios.

Utilizing Study Groups and Forums

Participating in online forums or local study groups can provide support,
clarify doubts, and expose learners to diverse perspectives. Collaborative
learning fosters motivation and deepens comprehension.

Understanding Medical Coding Systems

Familiarity with the primary coding systems is fundamental to medical coding
self study. Each system serves a specific purpose and follows distinct rules,
necessitating thorough study and practice to achieve proficiency.

ICD-10-CM

The ICD-10-CM system codes diagnoses and reasons for healthcare encounters.
It is maintained by the World Health Organization and adapted for clinical
use in the United States. Mastery of ICD-10-CM is essential for accurate
diagnosis coding and compliance with healthcare regulations.

CPT Coding

CPT codes describe medical, surgical, and diagnostic procedures. Developed by
the American Medical Association, CPT coding is critical for documenting
services provided and facilitating reimbursement processes.

HCPCS Coding

HCPCS codes supplement CPT codes by covering products, supplies, and services
not included in CPT. Understanding HCPCS levels is important for
comprehensive coding and billing in various healthcare settings.

Certification and Exam Preparation

Obtaining certification is a vital step for medical coders seeking
professional recognition and career advancement. Self-study candidates must
prepare thoroughly for credentialing exams offered by recognized
organizations.



Popular Medical Coding Certifications

Key certifications include the Certified Professional Coder (CPC) from the
AAPC and the Certified Coding Specialist (CCS) from AHIMA. Each certification
has specific eligibility requirements and exam formats that candidates should
review carefully.

Exam Preparation Tips

Effective exam preparation involves reviewing official coding manuals, taking
multiple practice exams, and focusing on weak areas identified during study.
Time management during the exam and familiarization with the test structure
also contribute to success.

Continuing Education

Maintaining certification requires ongoing education to stay current with
coding updates, healthcare regulations, and industry best practices. Engaging
in continuing education courses and workshops supports long-term career
growth.

Career Prospects in Medical Coding

Medical coding self study can lead to a rewarding career in healthcare
administration and information management. The demand for skilled medical
coders continues to grow due to the expanding healthcare industry and
increasing regulatory requirements.

Job Opportunities

Certified medical coders find employment in hospitals, physician offices,
insurance companies, government agencies, and consulting firms. Roles may
include coding specialist, billing coordinator, compliance auditor, and
coding instructor.

Salary Expectations

Salaries vary based on experience, certification, location, and employer
type. Generally, certified medical coders earn competitive wages with
opportunities for advancement into supervisory or specialized positions.

Skills for Career Advancement

Developing additional skills such as knowledge of electronic health records
(EHR), data analysis, and healthcare regulations enhances employability and
opens pathways to managerial roles within the healthcare sector.



Summary of Key Steps for Medical Coding Self
Study

Gather up-to-date coding manuals and resources.1.

Create a structured and consistent study schedule.2.

Use active learning methods and practice coding regularly.3.

Join study groups or online forums to enhance understanding.4.

Prepare rigorously for certification exams with practice tests.5.

Engage in continuing education to maintain and advance credentials.6.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is medical coding self study?

Medical coding self study refers to the process of learning medical coding
independently through various resources such as textbooks, online courses,
and practice exams without attending formal classroom training.

What are the best resources for medical coding self
study?

The best resources include the AAPC official study guides, AHIMA textbooks,
online courses from platforms like Coursera and Udemy, coding manuals like
ICD-10-CM, CPT, HCPCS, and practice exams.

How long does it typically take to learn medical
coding through self study?

The time varies depending on individual commitment, but generally, it takes
about 3 to 6 months of consistent study to acquire foundational knowledge for
entry-level certification.

Can I pass the CPC exam with self study alone?

Yes, many candidates successfully pass the CPC (Certified Professional Coder)
exam through dedicated self study by using official materials, practice
tests, and consistent review.

What are common challenges faced during medical
coding self study?

Common challenges include understanding complex medical terminology, staying
motivated without structured classes, interpreting coding guidelines
accurately, and practical application of coding rules.



Are there free medical coding self study materials
available?

Yes, free materials include online articles, YouTube tutorials, sample coding
quizzes, ICD-10 and CPT code lookup tools, and forums where coders share tips
and resources.

How can I stay motivated during medical coding self
study?

Setting clear goals, creating a study schedule, joining online coding
communities, tracking progress, and rewarding milestones can help maintain
motivation throughout self study.

Is self study enough to become a certified medical
coder?

Self study can be sufficient if combined with disciplined learning and
practice, but some learners may benefit from instructor support or formal
classes depending on their learning style.

What skills are essential to focus on during medical
coding self study?

Important skills include medical terminology, anatomy and physiology,
understanding coding manuals (ICD-10, CPT, HCPCS), attention to detail, and
familiarity with healthcare regulations.

How do I practice medical coding during self study?

Practice coding by using case studies, coding exercises in textbooks, online
coding simulators, and sample patient records to apply coding guidelines and
improve accuracy.

Additional Resources
1. Step-by-Step Medical Coding 2024 Edition
This comprehensive guide offers a clear and systematic approach to learning
medical coding. It covers ICD-10-CM, CPT, and HCPCS coding systems with
detailed explanations and practical examples. Ideal for beginners and those
preparing for coding certification exams.

2. Medical Coding Workbook for CPC Certification
Designed to accompany medical coding courses, this workbook provides numerous
practice exercises to reinforce coding skills. It emphasizes real-world
scenarios and includes answer keys for self-assessment. This resource is
perfect for self-study and exam preparation.

3. ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS Coding Handbook
This handbook delivers an in-depth look at the ICD-10 coding system, focusing
on accurate diagnosis and procedure coding. It includes guidelines,
conventions, and case studies to help readers master complex coding rules. A
valuable tool for coders aiming to improve their accuracy and efficiency.



4. Understanding CPT and HCPCS Coding
This book breaks down the complexities of CPT and HCPCS coding with clear
explanations and examples. It teaches how to navigate coding manuals and
apply codes correctly for various medical services. Suitable for self-
learners and professionals seeking to update their coding skills.

5. Medical Coding Fundamentals: A Practical Approach
Offering a practical introduction to medical coding, this book covers
essential concepts and terminology. It includes coding exercises and real-
life case studies to build confidence and proficiency. The text is user-
friendly and designed for independent study.

6. Certified Professional Coder (CPC) Exam Prep
Focused on exam readiness, this guide provides comprehensive review materials
and practice tests for the CPC certification. It highlights common pitfalls
and coding scenarios that frequently appear on the exam. This book is an
excellent resource for self-directed learning and exam success.

7. The Complete Guide to Medical Coding
This all-inclusive guide covers every aspect of medical coding from
foundational knowledge to advanced techniques. It integrates coding
standards, compliance tips, and industry updates to ensure thorough
understanding. The book is suitable for both novices and experienced coders.

8. Medical Coding Made Easy
A simplified approach to learning medical coding, this book uses
straightforward language and step-by-step instructions. It features quizzes
and review sections to reinforce learning outcomes. Perfect for individuals
new to the field who prefer a less technical introduction.

9. Essentials of Medical Coding
This concise resource covers the critical elements of medical coding,
including the latest coding guidelines and procedures. It emphasizes accuracy
and ethical coding practices through practical examples. Ideal for students
and professionals seeking a quick yet effective study aid.
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  medical coding self study: Medical Coding Speedy Study Guides Speedy Publishing,
2014-07-15 Medical coding is a process where you enter abbreviations on medical charts. A
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that these study guides tend to incorporate a lot of helpful material, including: medical and anatomy
terminology reviews, testing techniques for the exam, questions that parallel the CPC certification
exam, practical examples, review questions designed to test the student's knowledge of important
coding concepts, and many more.
  medical coding self study: Independent Medical Coding Donna Avila-Weil, Rhonda Regan,
2007
  medical coding self study: Medical Coding and Billing - The Comprehensive Guide
VIRUTI SHIVAN, Dive into the world of medical coding and billing with Medical Coding and Billing -
The Comprehensive Guide. This essential resource provides a thorough understanding of the crucial
role these fields play in healthcare administration. Whether you're a student, a healthcare
professional, or simply interested in the administrative side of healthcare, this guide offers
comprehensive coverage of the latest coding systems, billing procedures, and regulatory
requirements. Written by experts in the field, the book navigates through complex coding systems,
including ICD-10, CPT, and HCPCS, ensuring you're up-to-date with current practices. Beyond the
codes, it delves into the practical aspects of billing, claims processing, and the nuances of insurance.
Essential topics like compliance, ethics, and the impact of coding on revenue cycle management are
covered in depth. This guide also addresses the ever-evolving landscape of healthcare legislation,
providing insights into how these changes affect medical coding and billing. Furthermore, to ensure
a clear focus on content, this book does not include images or illustrations for copyright purposes.
Whether you're aiming for certification or looking to enhance your professional skills, Medical
Coding and Billing - The Comprehensive Guide is your indispensable resource in mastering the
intricacies of this vital healthcare industry role.
  medical coding self study: Insurance Handbook for the Medical Office - E-Book Marilyn
Fordney, 2015-12-08 Stay up on the latest in insurance billing and coding with Marilyn Fordney’s
Insurance Handbook for the Medical Office, 14th Edition. Trusted for more than 30 years, this
market-leading handbook equips you to succeed as medical insurance specialist in any of today’s
outpatient settings. Coverage emphasizes the role of the medical insurance specialist in areas such
as diagnostic coding, procedural coding, Medicare, HIPAA, and bill collection strategies. As with
previous editions, all the plans that are most commonly encountered in clinics and physicians’ offices
are incorporated into the text, as well as icons for different types of payers, lists of key
abbreviations, and numerous practice exercises that assist you in accurately filling out claim forms.
This new edition also features expanded coverage of ICD-10, electronic medical records, electronic
claims submission, and the HIPAA 5010 — keeping you one step ahead of the latest practices and
protocols of the profession. Key terms are defined and emphasized throughout the text to reinforce
understanding of new concepts and terminology. Separate chapter on HIPAA Compliance in
Insurance Billing, as well as Compliance Alerts throughout the text highlights important HIPAA
compliance issues to ensure readers are compliant with the latest regulations. Emphasis on the
business of running a medical office and the importance of the medical insurance specialist details
the importance of the medical insurance specialist in the business of the medical office. Increased
focus on electronic filing/claims submission prepares readers for the industry-wide transition to
electronic claims submission. Separate chapter on documentation in the medical office covers the
principles of medical documentation and the rationales for it. Service to Patient features in most
chapters offer examples of good customer service. User resources on the Evolve companion website
feature performance checklists, self-assessment quizzes, the Student Software Challenge (with cases
on different payer types and an interactive CMS-1500 (02-12) form to fill in). NEW! Expanded
coverage of ICD-10 prepares users to code ICD-10 with the planned effective date of October 2015.
NEW! Added information on the electronic medical record and electronic claims submission —
including information on the HIPAA 5010 — equips users for the transition between paper and
electronic methods of medical records and links the CMS-1500 (02-12) form to the electronic
submissions process. NEW! SimChart for the Medical Office (SCMO) application activities on the
companion Evolve website adds additional functionality to the insurance module on the SCMO



roadmap.
  medical coding self study: Step-by-Step Medical Coding, 2017 Edition - E-Book Carol J.
Buck, 2016-11-08 Take your first step toward a successful career in medical coding with guidance
from the most trusted name in coding education! From Carol J. Buck, the bestselling Step-by-Step
Medical Coding is a practical, easy-to-use resource that shows you exactly how to code using all
current coding sets. Practice exercises follow each 'step' of information to reinforce your
understanding of important concepts. In-depth coverage includes reimbursement, ICD-10-CM, CPT,
HCPCS, and inpatient coding, with an Evolve website that includes 30-day access to TruCode®
Encoder Essentials. No other text so thoroughly covers all coding sets in one source! - 30-day access
to TruCode® Encoder Essentials (in addition to separate encoder practice exercises on the Evolve
companion website) help you understand how to utilize an encoder. - A step-by-step approach makes
it easier to build skills and remember the material. - UNIQUE! Real-world coding reports (cleared of
any confidential information) simulate the reports you will encounter as a coder and help you apply
coding principles to actual cases. - Over 500 illustrations include medical conditions and procedures
to help you understand the services being coded. - Exercises, Quick Checks, and Toolbox features
reinforce coding rules and concepts, and emphasize key information. - Valuable tips and advice are
offered in features such as From the Trenches, Coding Shots, Stop!, Caution!, Check This Out, and
CMS Rules. - UNIQUE! Four coding-question variations develop your coding ability and critical
thinking skills, including one-code or multiple-code answers. - Official Guidelines for Coding and
Reporting boxes allow you to read the official guidelines wording for inpatient and outpatient coding
alongside in-text explanations. - UNIQUE! Coders' Index makes it easy to quickly locate specific
codes. - Sample Electronic Health Record screenshots in the appendix provide examples similar to
the EHRs you will encounter in the workplace. - Online practice activities on Evolve include
questions such as multiple choice, matching, fill-in-the-blank, and coding reports. - A workbook
corresponds to the textbook and offers review and practice with more than 1,200 theory, practical,
and report exercises (odd-numbered answers provided in appendix) to reinforce understanding of
medical coding. Available separately. - Medical Coding Online uses animations, photographs,
drawings, narrated slide shows, case-based exercises, pop-up definitions, and professional insights
to reinforce coding concepts from the Step-by-Step text. Available separately.
  medical coding self study: The Next Step: Advanced Medical Coding and Auditing, 2013
Edition - E-Book Carol J. Buck, 2012-12-14 - Stronger focus on auditing cases prepares you to assign
correct codes to complicated records, as well as audit records for accuracy. - Updated content
presents the latest coding information so you can practice with the most current information
available.
  medical coding self study: The Next Step: Advanced Medical Coding and Auditing, 2013
Edition Carol J. Buck, 2013 Learning advanced medical coding concepts is easy with Carol J. Buck's
proven, step-by-step method! The Next Step: Advanced Medical Coding and Auditing, 2013 Edition
provides an in-depth understanding of physician-based medical coding and coding services such as
medical visits, diagnostic testing and interpretation, treatments, surgeries, and anesthesia. Patient
cases reflect actual medical records - with personal details changed or removed - and give you
real-world experience coding from physical documentation with advanced material. Enhance your
clinical decision-making skills and learn to confidently pull the right information from documents,
select the right codes, determine the correct sequencing of those codes, properly audit cases, and
prepare for the transition to ICD-10-CM with the help of Carol J. Buck! Auditing cases in every
chapter offer realistic experience with auditing coded reports. UNIQUE! Evaluation and
Management (E/M) Audit Forms, developed to determine the correct E/M codes, simplify the coding
process and help you ensure accuracy. Dual Coding prepares you for the switch to ICD-10 by
accompanying all ICD-9 answers with corresponding codes from ICD-10-CM. Realistic patient cases
simulate the professional coding experience by using actual medical records (with personal patient
details changed or removed), allowing you to practice coding with advanced material. UNIQUE!
Netter anatomy plates in each chapter help you understand anatomy and how it affects coding. From



the Trenches boxes in each chapter highlight real-life medical coders and provide practical tips,
advice, and encouragement. More than 175 illustrations and a full-color design make advanced
concepts more accessible and visually engaging. Stronger focus on auditing cases prepares you to
assign correct codes to complicated records, as well as audit records for accuracy. Updated content
presents the latest coding information so you can practice with the most current information
available.
  medical coding self study: The Palgrave Handbook of Autoethnographic and Self-Study
Education Research Methods Deborah L. Mulligan, Meg Forbes, Emilio A. Anteliz, Patrick Alan
Danaher, 2025-07-21 This edited handbook focuses on the methodological design of
autoethnography and self-study. Contributions delve into the diverse usage of these novel
methodologies, providing the reader with a range of applications, and researchers are presented
with a full discussion of the challenges and the successes of the contributors’ experiences. Beginning
with the important developments in contemporary philosophy and theory in autoethnography and
self-study, the book goes on to examine critiques and misunderstanding surrounding these methods,
how researchers can engage effectively and ethically with them, their impact on researcher identity,
and how researchers design the methodology involved in their autoethnographic and self-study
writings. Drawing on research conducted in the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada,
Continental Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia, the book will appeal to academics and researchers
applying or researching autoethnography and/or self-study,as well as students deploying these
approaches in their work and counsellors, psychologists and social workers who use self-narrative
techniques with their clients.
  medical coding self study: Fordney's Medical Insurance and Billing - E-Book Linda M.
Smith, 2024-08-07 Gain the skills you need to succeed in insurance coding and billing! Fordney's
Medical Insurance and Billing, 17th Edition helps you master the insurance billing specialist's role
and responsibilities in areas such as diagnostic coding, procedural coding, HCPCs coding, medical
documentation, billing, and collection. Using clear explanations, this book covers all types of
insurance coverage commonly encountered in hospitals, physicians' offices, and clinics. Step-by-step
guidelines lead you through the submission of electronic claims and paper claims, as well as the job
search and professional advancement. Written by coding specialist and educator Linda M. Smith,
this market-leading text is a complete guide to becoming an efficient insurance billing specialist. -
NEW HCPCs Coding chapter covers ambulance billing, supply billing, and certificates of medical
necessity. - NEW! Content on professionalism includes customer service, conflict management,
diversity awareness, leadership, and other competencies to help you become an effective, engaged,
and highly functioning employee. - NEW! Additional content on medical decision making helps you
select the appropriate evaluation and management codes under the current documentation
guidelines. - NEW! Additional examples of CMS claims include those from Blue Shield and
Automobile Insurance. - NEW! Updates to credentialing include those specific to Medicare,
Medicaid, and Workers' Compensation. - Coverage of medical documentation, diagnostic coding, and
procedural coding provides you with the foundation and skills needed to work in a physician's office
as well as ambulatory and inpatient settings. - Coverage of the role and responsibilities of the
insurance billing specialist emphasizes advanced job opportunities and certification. - Chapter on
HIPAA compliance as well as Compliance Alerts highlight important HIPAA compliance issues and
the latest regulations. - Step-by-step procedures detail common responsibilities of the insurance
billing specialist and coder. - Key terms and abbreviations are defined and emphasized, reinforcing
your understanding of new concepts and terminology. - Color-coded icons denote and clarify
information, rules, and regulations for each type of payer. - Insights From The Field includes more
interviews with experienced insurance billing specialists, providing a snapshot of their career paths
and offering advice to the new student. - Scenario boxes help you apply concepts to real-world
situations. - Quick Review sections summarize chapter content and also include review questions. -
Student Software Challenge on the Evolve website allows you to practice filling out interactive
CMS-1500 forms.



  medical coding self study: The National Guide to Educational Credit for Training
Programs American Council on Education, 2005 Highlights over 6,000 educational programs
offered by business, labor unions, schools, training suppliers, professional and voluntary
associations, and government agencies.
  medical coding self study: Medical Insurance in a Flash! Alice Anne Andress, 2011-01-04
Mastering medical insurance and coding made fun and simple. This easy-to-follow, traditional
approach meets the needs of all learning styles with a visually rich text with perorated/tear out flash
cards,.
  medical coding self study: Workbook for Insurance Handbook for the Medical Office - E-Book
Marilyn Fordney, 2016-01-12 Gain real-world practice in insurance billing and coding with Fordney’s
Workbook for Insurance Handbook for the Medical Office, 14th Edition. This user-friendly workbook
features realistic, hands-on exercises to help you apply concepts and develop critical thinking skills.
Study tools include performance objectives, key terms, abbreviation lists, study outlines, critical
thinking assignments, and more. Performance objectives are carried throughout the chapter to help
users identify what needs to be accomplished for that chapter. Critical thinking assignments
contains questions in the form of short, real-world vignettes to assist users in applying theory
learned from the textbook. Self-study exercises include fill-in-the-blank, mix-and-match,
multiple-choice, and true/false questions. Key terms and abbreviations lists at beginning of each
chapter help to teach and reinforce new concepts and terminology. Study outlines covering the key
points for each chapter in the textbook guide effective note taking during classroom lecture. NEW!
Updated content reflects changes in the main text.
  medical coding self study: Step-by-Step Medical Coding, 2015 Edition - E-Book Carol J.
Buck, 2014-11-18 Take your first step toward a successful career in medical coding with in-depth
coverage from the most trusted name in coding education! From Carol J. Buck, Step-by-Step Medical
Coding, 2015 Edition is a practical, easy-to-use resource that shows you exactly how to code using
all current coding systems. Explanations of coding concepts are followed by practice exercises to
reinforce your understanding. In addition to coverage of reimbursement, ICD-9-CM, CPT, HCPCS,
and inpatient coding, this edition fully covers ICD-10-CM in preparation for the transition to ICD-10.
No other text on the market so thoroughly covers all coding sets in one source! - A step-by-step
approach makes it easier to build skills and remember the material. - Dual coding addresses the
transition to ICD-10 by providing coding answers for both ICD-10 and ICD-9. - Over 500 illustrations
include medical procedures and conditions that help you understand the services being coded, and
images from Carol J. Buck's professional ICD and HCPCS manuals that familiarize you with the
format of professional coding manuals. - Real-life coding reports simulate the reports you will
encounter as a coder and help you apply coding principles to actual cases. - Complete coverage of
ICD-10-CM prepares you for the transition to ICD-10. - A workbook corresponds to the textbook and
offers review and practice with more than 1,500 questions, activities, and terminology exercises to
reinforce your understanding of medical coding. Available separately. - Official Guidelines for Coding
and Reporting boxes allow you to read the official wording for inpatient and outpatient coding
alongside in-text explanations. - Four coding question variations develop your coding ability and
critical thinking skills, including one-code or multiple-code answer blanks. - From the Trenches,
Coding Shots, Stop!, Caution!, Check This Out!, and CMS Rules boxes offer valuable tips and helpful
advice for working in today's medical coding field. - Coder's Index makes it easy to quickly locate
specific codes. - Appendix with sample EHR (Electronic Health Record) screenshots provides
examples similar to the EHRs you will encounter in the workplace. - Exercises, Quick Checks, and
Toolbox features reinforce coding rules and concepts, and emphasize key information. - NEW!
Encoder practice exercises on the companion Evolve website provide added practice and help you
understand how to utilize an encoder product. - UPDATED content includes the latest coding
information available, promoting accurate coding and success on the job.
  medical coding self study: Step-by-step Medical Coding 2006 Carol J. Buck, 2005-12
Designed specifically for individuals studying coding on their own, the Self-Study Edition of Medical



Coding Online (online program + text) represents a complete self-study course on coding, combining
content, practice, and self-assessment into one product that can be used at home (or anywhere else
with an Internet connection). The course book provides all the content in detail while the online
component reinforces the important concepts in concise lessons incorporating figures, photographs,
audio narrated slide shows, and links to relevant web sites. As learners are guided through each
lesson, they encounter focused learning objectives and a range of pages to read in the text, followed
by a lecture on what they just read, including periodic self-comprehension questions and learning
activities with answer feedback. Each lesson ends with a self-assessment quiz. Evolve course
management software includes automatic scoring and gradebook and offers learner immediate
access to their grade. Self-comprehension questions, learning activities, and lesson quizzes are
interspersed throughout the online content to allow learners to check their comprehension and learn
from feedback (performance on these is not recorded in the gradebook). Interactive end-of-chapter
review and self-assessment exercises include a specially created case-based coding activity, as well
as matching, fill-in-the-blank, and multiple choice engage learners and reinforces learning through
practice (performance on these is not recorded in the gradebook). Approximately 18 SlideShows
present a series of stills synced with audio narration to explain the clinical procedures being
demonstrated. Engaging full-color art program uses approximately 100 figures throughout to
visually reinforce learning. Lessons contain hypertext links opening pop-up boxes with further
explanations and/or definitions of concepts or terms to enable students to dig deeper into the
content. Links to relevant web sites provide additional resources to enhance learning. Lesson
quizzes and chapter exams allow students to demonstrate their mastery of the content by completing
the assessment questions at the end of each chapter. These assessments are automatically scored
and their grade calculated to allow learners to evaluate their comprehension and know their grade
at any time during their progress through the course. Learners can check their work on the
exercises printed in the text against the answers posted within the course, which allows self-study
learners, who don't have an instructor with an answer key, to check their own work and take
advantage of all the exercises printed in the text. Extensive glossary provides definitions of
approximately 650 key terms. All content has been updated to current industry standards and for
use with Step-by-Step Medical Coding, 2006 edition The entire design has been updated to make the
course more easy-to-use
  medical coding self study: Coding Practice Supplement to Accompany Mastering Medical
Coding Marsha Diamond, 2003-10 Includes additional exercises similar to those in the workbook
portion of the text that allow students to further develop their coding skills.
  medical coding self study: How to Open & Operate a Financially Successful Medical Billing
Service Laura Gater, 2010 Book & CD-ROM. If you are detail-oriented, want to be your own boss,
and would like to act on the behalf of physicians all over the country, the medical billing service
business could be a right fit for you. Whether you will be operating out of your home or you are
looking to buy or rent office space, this book can help you with a wealth of start-up information, from
how to form and name your business to deciding if this will be a joint venture or if you would rather
work solo. Valuable information on forming a Partnership, LLC, Corporation, or becoming a Sole
Proprietor, the four types of business formation, is included, as well as the legal implications of each.
A complete list of all of the start-up equipment that you will need is provided, as well as a sample
budgeting sheet to allow you to gauge start-up costs. You will learn about potential risks that you
take in opening a medical billing service and why it is important to have business insurance. You will
find information on the operations side of running your business from filling medical billing claims to
receiving payments, along with privacy information that you will need to know such as HIPPA.
Included is a glossary with all of the medical billing terms that you will need in order to
knowledgeably run your business, alongside a complete listing of procedural codes and a directory
of insurance carriers. You will learn about each of the covered services in the medical field, along
with other major medical industries such as, psychiatric, dental, durable medical equipment, and
pharmacy. This complete manual will arm you with everything you need, including sample business



forms; contracts; worksheets and checklists for planning, opening, and running day-to-day
operations; lists; plans and layouts; and dozens of other valuable, timesaving tools of the trade that
no business owner should be without. A special chapter on the different types of billing software that
you should buy is included, as well as how much it will cost you and how to set up and use the
software to save time and money. While providing detailed instruction and examples, the author
leads you through every detail that will bring success. You will learn how to draw up a winning
business plan (the companion CD-ROM has the actual business plan you can use in Microsoft Word)
and about basic cost control systems, copyright and trademark issues, branding, management, legal
concerns, sales and marketing techniques, and pricing formulas. You will learn how to hire and keep
a qualified professional staff, how to meet IRS requirements, how to manage and train employees,
how to generate high profile public relations and publicity, and how to implement low cost internal
marketing ideas. You will learn how to build your business by using low and no cost ways to satisfy
customers, as well as ways to increase sales, have customers refer others to you, and thousands of
great tips and useful guidelines.
  medical coding self study: Train at Home to Work at Home Michelle McGarry, 2003-07
Begin a Work-at-Home Career with the Training and Education You Need! Train at Home to Work at
Home This unique guide provides comprehensive resources on more than 200 distance-learning
programs that can teach you 27 of the most popular and profitable work-at-home careers.
Distance-learning programs have exploded in the last few years---courses are now available online,
via e-mail, via teleclass, through the mail, on audiotape, on videotape, and even on CD-ROM. You can
learn: graphic design at UCLA professional writing at Washington State University life coaching at
CoachU Web site design at Penn State financial planning at University of Alabama interior design at
the Art Institute International medical transcription at the Health Professions Institute and many
more. Plus, extensive resource lists (organizations, books, and Web sites) complete each section.
Full contact information, tuition rates, and course descriptions make comparisons and contrasts a
breeze.
  medical coding self study: Slee's Health Care Terms Debora Slee, Vergil Slee, Joachim
Schmidt, 2008 This healthcare dictionary contains more than 8,000 nonmedical words, phrases, and
acronyms related to the healthcare industry.
  medical coding self study: Handbook of Home Health Care Administration Marilyn D.
Harris, 2005 Nursing
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