
mechanical engineering salary illinois
mechanical engineering salary illinois is a key consideration for professionals pursuing a career
in this dynamic and essential field within the state. Mechanical engineering offers diverse
opportunities across industries such as manufacturing, automotive, aerospace, and energy, all of
which contribute to Illinois's robust industrial landscape. Understanding the salary landscape in Illinois
helps engineers evaluate their career prospects, negotiate compensation, and plan for future growth.
This article provides an in-depth analysis of mechanical engineering salary trends in Illinois, factors
influencing compensation, comparisons with national averages, and insights into career advancement
and benefits. Additionally, it explores regional differences within the state and the impact of
education and experience on earnings. The comprehensive overview aims to equip current and
aspiring mechanical engineers with valuable information about their potential financial outcomes in
Illinois.
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Average Mechanical Engineering Salary in Illinois
The average mechanical engineering salary in Illinois reflects the state's strong industrial base and
demand for skilled engineers. According to recent data, the median annual salary for mechanical
engineers in Illinois ranges between $70,000 and $85,000, depending on the source and specific
location. Entry-level mechanical engineers typically earn salaries in the lower end of this range, while
experienced professionals and those in specialized roles can command higher pay. The salary figures
are influenced by factors such as company size, industry, and the complexity of projects handled.

Illinois's mechanical engineering sector spans a variety of industries, which also affects earning
potential. For instance, engineers working in aerospace or automotive manufacturing may receive
higher wages compared to those in smaller manufacturing firms or general engineering services.

Factors Affecting Mechanical Engineering Salaries
Several elements impact the mechanical engineering salary Illinois professionals can expect.



Understanding these factors is crucial for evaluating job offers and career opportunities.

Industry and Employer Type
The industry sector plays a significant role in compensation. Mechanical engineers employed in
aerospace, automotive, and energy sectors often receive higher salaries due to the technical
complexity and critical nature of their work. Large corporations and multinational firms typically offer
more competitive pay and benefits compared to small or medium-sized enterprises.

Location Within Illinois
Salary levels vary across different regions in Illinois. Urban centers like Chicago, which have a higher
cost of living and greater concentration of engineering firms, tend to offer higher wages. Conversely,
smaller cities and rural areas may have lower average salaries but also reduced living expenses.

Experience and Skill Set
Experience significantly affects mechanical engineering salary Illinois professionals can earn. Entry-
level engineers receive lower compensation, but salaries increase with years of experience,
certifications, and specialized skills such as CAD proficiency, project management, or knowledge of
emerging technologies. Advanced skills and leadership roles contribute to higher earning potential.

Comparison with National Mechanical Engineering
Salaries
When compared to the national average, mechanical engineering salary Illinois figures generally align
closely with or slightly exceed the median U.S. salary. The national average mechanical engineer
salary hovers around $75,000 to $80,000 annually. Illinois, particularly in metropolitan areas, offers
competitive wages thanks to its industrial diversity and demand for engineering talent.

However, some states with a heavy concentration of tech industries or oil and gas operations may
offer higher salaries than Illinois. Despite this, Illinois remains an attractive location due to a balanced
cost of living and broad industry opportunities.

Regional Salary Variations within Illinois
Mechanical engineering salaries in Illinois are not uniform across the state. The following regions
illustrate typical variations:

Chicago Metropolitan Area: The highest salary range due to dense engineering job markets
and corporate headquarters.

Peoria and Rockford: Mid-range salaries reflecting manufacturing hubs with moderate living
costs.



Springfield and Southern Illinois: Generally lower salaries aligned with smaller industrial
presence.

These regional differences correlate with economic activity, cost of living, and availability of
engineering roles.

Impact of Education and Experience
Education level and professional experience are critical determinants of mechanical engineering
salary Illinois professionals receive. A bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering is typically the
minimum requirement, but advanced degrees can lead to higher pay and leadership opportunities.

Bachelor’s Degree
Most mechanical engineers in Illinois start their careers with a bachelor's degree, which provides
foundational knowledge and access to entry-level positions. Salaries at this stage are moderate, with
growth potential linked to gaining experience and skills.

Master’s and Doctoral Degrees
Engineers holding a master’s or doctoral degree often qualify for specialized roles, research positions,
or management tracks that offer increased compensation. Advanced education can also facilitate
transitions into emerging fields such as robotics, renewable energy, or advanced manufacturing
technologies.

Professional Experience
Years of professional experience directly correlate with salary growth. Mechanical engineers with five
to ten years of experience frequently see significant salary increases. Those with over a decade of
experience, especially in managerial or senior engineering roles, can earn well above the state
average.

Career Advancement and Salary Growth
Career progression plays a vital role in mechanical engineering salary Illinois professionals can
achieve. Advancement opportunities include moving into project management, senior engineering,
consulting, or executive roles.

Project Manager: Overseeing engineering projects can increase salary due to added
responsibilities.

Senior Mechanical Engineer: Technical leadership roles typically come with higher pay.



Engineering Manager or Director: Management positions offer substantial salary growth and
benefits.

Specialized Consultant: Experts with niche skills may command premium rates.

Continued professional development, certifications such as Professional Engineer (PE) licensure, and
networking within the industry contribute to upward mobility and improved compensation.

Additional Benefits and Compensation
Beyond base salary, mechanical engineers in Illinois often receive a range of additional benefits that
enhance total compensation packages. These benefits can vary by employer and industry sector but
commonly include:

Health insurance coverage

Retirement plans such as 401(k) with company match

Performance bonuses and profit sharing

Paid time off and holidays

Continuing education and professional development support

Flexible work schedules or remote work options

These supplementary benefits contribute to overall job satisfaction and financial well-being, making
them important considerations alongside mechanical engineering salary Illinois figures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average salary of a mechanical engineer in
Illinois?
The average salary of a mechanical engineer in Illinois is approximately $75,000 to $85,000 per year,
depending on experience and location.

How does the salary of mechanical engineers in Illinois
compare to the national average?
Mechanical engineers in Illinois typically earn salaries that are close to or slightly above the national
average, which is around $80,000 per year.



Which cities in Illinois offer the highest mechanical
engineering salaries?
Cities like Chicago, Naperville, and Schaumburg tend to offer higher mechanical engineering salaries
due to higher living costs and demand for skilled engineers.

What factors influence mechanical engineering salaries in
Illinois?
Factors include level of experience, education, industry sector, company size, and geographic location
within Illinois.

Are there any industries in Illinois that pay mechanical
engineers more than average?
Yes, industries such as aerospace, manufacturing, and energy often offer higher salaries to
mechanical engineers in Illinois.

How can mechanical engineers in Illinois increase their
earning potential?
Mechanical engineers can increase their earning potential by gaining specialized certifications,
pursuing advanced degrees, gaining experience in high-demand industries, and developing project
management skills.

Additional Resources
1. Mechanical Engineering Salaries in Illinois: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth analysis of mechanical engineering salaries across various industries in
Illinois. It covers factors influencing pay scales such as experience, education, and location within the
state. Readers will find valuable insights for negotiating salaries and planning career growth.

2. Engineering Your Paycheck: Salary Trends for Mechanical Engineers in Illinois
Focusing on current and historical salary trends, this book helps mechanical engineers in Illinois
understand how their compensation compares to national averages. It includes detailed statistics and
explains the economic factors driving salary changes. The guide is ideal for engineers seeking to
maximize their earning potential.

3. Career Paths and Compensation: Mechanical Engineering in Illinois
This title explores different career trajectories within mechanical engineering and how each impacts
salary levels in Illinois. It discusses roles in manufacturing, automotive, aerospace, and energy
sectors. The book also provides tips on certifications and skills that can boost income.

4. Negotiating Your Mechanical Engineering Salary in Illinois
Focused on practical strategies, this book teaches mechanical engineers how to effectively negotiate
their salaries in Illinois. It covers preparation techniques, market research, and communication skills
needed to secure better pay. Real-life examples and role-playing scenarios help readers build



confidence.

5. The Illinois Mechanical Engineer’s Salary Handbook
A detailed reference guide, this handbook compiles salary data for mechanical engineers at different
career stages in Illinois. It highlights regional differences, industry-specific wages, and the impact of
advanced degrees. The book is an essential tool for both job seekers and employers.

6. Economic Factors Affecting Mechanical Engineering Salaries in Illinois
This book analyzes how economic conditions in Illinois influence mechanical engineering salaries. It
looks at trends in manufacturing, technology development, and infrastructure projects. Readers gain
a broader understanding of the job market and salary fluctuations.

7. Maximizing Mechanical Engineering Income in Illinois: Tips and Case Studies
Combining theory and practice, this book offers actionable advice for mechanical engineers aiming to
increase their earnings in Illinois. It includes case studies of successful professionals and practical
recommendations for skill development and job selection. The content is tailored to the unique Illinois
job market.

8. Illinois Mechanical Engineering Salary Survey and Analysis
This publication presents the results of a comprehensive survey of mechanical engineering salaries
throughout Illinois. It breaks down data by city, experience level, and industry sector. Readers can use
the survey findings to benchmark their own salaries and career progress.

9. Future Outlook: Mechanical Engineering Salaries in Illinois and Beyond
Looking ahead, this book discusses projected changes in mechanical engineering salaries within
Illinois over the next decade. It considers technological advancements, economic shifts, and
educational trends. The book is valuable for engineers planning long-term career strategies in Illinois.
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