
mating habits of dolphins

mating habits of dolphins are a fascinating aspect of their complex social behavior and biology.
Dolphins, known for their intelligence and social structures, exhibit diverse reproductive strategies
that vary by species and environment. Understanding the mating habits of dolphins provides insight
into their communication methods, courtship rituals, and social dynamics within pods. This article
explores the reproductive cycle, mating behaviors, and the role of social bonds in dolphin mating
systems. Additionally, it delves into the environmental and biological factors influencing dolphin
reproduction. The detailed examination covers the different mating strategies, the importance of
vocalizations and physical interactions, and the parental roles following conception.
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Dolphin Reproductive Biology
The reproductive biology of dolphins is central to understanding their mating habits. Dolphins are
mammals with internal fertilization, and their reproductive cycles are influenced by hormonal
changes and environmental conditions. Female dolphins typically reach sexual maturity between 5
and 13 years of age, depending on the species, while males mature slightly later. The estrous cycle
in female dolphins is not as overtly defined as in terrestrial mammals but involves periods when
females are receptive to mating.

Breeding Season and Fertility
Many dolphin species have specific breeding seasons, often timed with environmental factors such
as water temperature and food availability. For example, bottlenose dolphins generally breed year-
round but show peaks in mating activity during warmer months. Fertility in females is closely linked
to ovulation cycles, which can be influenced by social interactions within the pod. Males may
compete for access to females during these peak periods, demonstrating mating behaviors aligned
with reproductive timing.

Gestation and Birth
The gestation period in dolphins ranges from 10 to 12 months, after which a single calf is usually
born. The birthing process occurs underwater, and calves are born tail-first to prevent drowning.
Post-birth, the mother and calf maintain a close bond, critical for the calf’s survival and
development. The reproductive biology of dolphins ensures the continuation of the species while
adapting to their aquatic environment.



Courtship and Mating Behaviors
Courtship in dolphins involves a variety of behaviors that facilitate mate selection and bonding.
These behaviors are complex and can include vocalizations, physical displays, and social
interactions. The mating habits of dolphins are not solely reproductive acts but also serve to
reinforce social ties within pods.

Communication and Vocalizations
Dolphins use an array of vocalizations during courtship, including clicks, whistles, and burst pulses.
These sounds can signal readiness to mate, establish identity, and coordinate interactions between
potential mates. Vocal communication is essential in the often murky underwater environment,
allowing dolphins to convey information that influences mating success.

Physical Displays and Rituals
Physical contact plays a significant role in dolphin courtship. Behaviors such as gentle rubbing,
synchronized swimming, and playful chasing are common. Males may engage in displays of strength
or agility to impress females, while females may exhibit selective behaviors to indicate
receptiveness. These rituals help establish compatibility and reduce aggression during mating
attempts.

Cooperative Mating Strategies
In some dolphin species, males form alliances to increase their chances of mating with females.
These cooperative strategies involve coordinated efforts to guard and escort females, often
excluding rival males. Such alliances highlight the social complexity involved in dolphin mating
habits and the importance of group dynamics.

Social Structures and Mating Systems
The social structures of dolphins significantly influence their mating habits. Dolphins live in pods
that can range from small family groups to large aggregations, and these social units shape
reproductive interactions and strategies.

Monogamy and Polygyny
Dolphin mating systems vary between species and populations, ranging from monogamous pair
bonds to polygynous arrangements where dominant males mate with multiple females. The mating
system adopted impacts the social hierarchy and the distribution of reproductive opportunities
within the pod.

Male Alliances and Competition
Male dolphins often compete for access to females through displays of dominance, physical contests,
and alliance formations. Alliances can be temporary or long-term and serve as a strategy to
overcome competition by pooling strength and social influence. These behaviors influence mating
success and the genetic diversity of offspring.



Female Choice and Mate Selection
Female dolphins exhibit mate choice that can be based on male behavior, vocalizations, and social
status. Selective mating ensures that females choose genetically fit and socially compatible partners,
which enhances offspring viability. Female choice is a critical component of dolphin mating habits
and reproductive success.

Environmental Influences on Dolphin Mating
Environmental factors play a significant role in shaping the mating habits of dolphins. These include
habitat conditions, food availability, and human-induced changes to their ecosystems.

Habitat and Seasonal Changes
Dolphins adapt their mating behaviors to seasonal variations and habitat characteristics. Changes in
water temperature, salinity, and prey abundance can influence the timing and location of mating
activities. Coastal and offshore populations may exhibit different reproductive timings based on local
environmental cues.

Human Impact and Conservation Concerns
Human activities such as pollution, boat traffic, and habitat destruction affect dolphin populations
and their mating success. Noise pollution, in particular, can interfere with communication during
courtship, potentially reducing reproductive rates. Conservation efforts aim to mitigate these
impacts to preserve healthy dolphin populations and their natural mating behaviors.

Parental Care and Calf Development
After successful mating and birth, parental care is essential for calf survival and integration into the
pod. The mating habits of dolphins extend into nurturing behaviors that support the next generation.

Maternal Care and Protection
Female dolphins exhibit strong maternal instincts, nursing and protecting their calves for several
years. This prolonged care period allows calves to learn essential survival skills and social behaviors
from their mothers and pod members. Maternal care is a critical component of the reproductive
cycle.

Alloparental Care and Social Learning
In some dolphin pods, other members assist with calf care, a behavior known as alloparental care.
This cooperative approach enhances calf survival rates and facilitates social learning. Calves observe
and mimic adult behaviors, including communication and foraging techniques, which are vital for
their development.

Weaning and Independence
Weaning typically occurs between 1 to 3 years of age, after which calves gradually become



independent. During this transition, young dolphins continue to interact with pod members and
refine their social and survival skills. The success of this developmental phase is influenced by the
quality of parental and social care received.

Key Aspects of Dolphin Mating Habits

Complex courtship involving vocal and physical displays

Varied mating systems including monogamy and polygyny

Male alliances to increase mating opportunities

Female mate choice based on social and behavioral cues

Environmental factors impacting reproductive timing and success

Strong maternal and alloparental care for offspring development

Frequently Asked Questions

How do dolphins choose their mating partners?
Dolphins often choose their mating partners based on social bonds, physical displays, and sometimes
genetic compatibility. Males may compete for females, and females tend to select mates exhibiting
strength and social status.

What is the typical mating season for dolphins?
Dolphins do not have a strict mating season and can mate year-round. However, in some
populations, mating peaks during certain times of the year, often linked to environmental factors
and food availability.

How do dolphins engage in courtship behavior?
Dolphin courtship includes a variety of behaviors such as physical contact, vocalizations,
synchronized swimming, and playful activities. Males may also form alliances to compete for females
during courtship.

Do dolphins exhibit any unique mating rituals?
Yes, some dolphin species engage in unique mating rituals, including complex social interactions,
cooperative courting by male alliances, and even use of objects or swimming patterns to attract
mates.



How long is the gestation period in dolphins and how do they
care for their offspring?
The gestation period for dolphins typically lasts about 10 to 12 months. After birth, mothers provide
extensive care, nursing their calves for up to 18 months and teaching them essential survival skills.

Additional Resources
1. The Secret Lives of Dolphins: Understanding Their Mating Rituals
This book delves into the complex social behaviors and mating habits of dolphins. It explores how
dolphins use vocalizations, body language, and cooperative strategies to find and select mates. The
author provides detailed case studies from various dolphin species around the world, highlighting
their unique courtship displays.

2. Dolphin Courtship: An Intimate Look at Marine Mammal Relationships
Focusing on the nuances of dolphin courtship, this book examines the physical and behavioral traits
that contribute to successful mating. It discusses the role of intelligence and social bonding in
mating decisions and sheds light on the often misunderstood mating systems of these intelligent
creatures.

3. Love Beneath the Waves: Dolphin Mating and Social Dynamics
This comprehensive guide looks at the broader social context of dolphin mating, including how
group structures influence reproductive success. The author presents research on mating
competition, alliances, and the reproductive strategies dolphins use to thrive in their environment.

4. Echoes of Desire: Vocal Communication in Dolphin Mating
Exploring the importance of sound, this book investigates how dolphins use echolocation and vocal
calls during mating rituals. It discusses the significance of signature whistles and other acoustic
signals in attracting and courting mates.

5. The Dolphin's Dance: Courtship and Reproductive Behavior
This title offers a vivid portrayal of the elaborate mating behaviors exhibited by dolphins, including
synchronized swimming and playful interactions. The book combines scientific research with
captivating storytelling to illustrate how these behaviors contribute to successful reproduction.

6. Social Bonds and Sexual Selection in Dolphins
Examining the intersection of social relationships and reproductive strategies, this book highlights
how friendships and hierarchies affect mating outcomes. It provides insights into how dolphins
navigate complex social networks to maximize their reproductive success.

7. Reproductive Strategies of Dolphins: Survival in the Ocean
This book takes an evolutionary perspective on dolphin mating habits, explaining how various
reproductive strategies have developed to enhance survival. It covers topics such as mate choice,
competition, and parental investment, offering a thorough understanding of dolphin biology.

8. From Courtship to Calves: The Dolphin Mating Cycle
Tracking the entire mating cycle, this book documents the stages from initial courtship to birth and
calf rearing. It emphasizes the importance of maternal care and social learning in the development
of young dolphins.



9. Dolphin Mating Systems: A Comparative Analysis
Providing a comparative approach, this book contrasts the mating systems of different dolphin
species and populations. It discusses how environmental factors and social structures influence
mating behaviors, offering a broad perspective on the diversity of dolphin reproduction.
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  mating habits of dolphins: The Dusky Dolphin Bernd Würsig, Melany Wursig, 2009-07-17
The Dusky Dolphin: Master Acrobat Off Different Shores covers various topics about the dusky
dolphin, including its taxonomy, history and demography, ecology, and behavior. After introducing
the dusky dolphin as a member of the genus Lagenorhynchus under the family Delphinidae, the book
continues by describing its life history, its demographic patterns, and its role in the food web
considering predation, parasitism, and competition. The book also includes chapters that discuss the
interaction of the dusky dolphin with its habitats, such as the dusky dolphin's sound production, its
foraging at night and in daylight, its survival strategies in response to predator threats, the mating
habits of New Zealand duskies, calf rearing, sexual segregation, and genetic relationships. Other
chapters address the interaction of dusky dolphins with humans. This book offers information about
dusky dolphins off Southern Africa and discussions about the patterns of sympatry in
Lagenorhynchus and Cephalorhynchus. Finally, comparisons between dusky dolphins and great apes
as large-brained mammals are also reviewed in this book. - Only book fully devoted to the southern
hemisphere dusky dolphin - Heavily illustrated with charts, figures, tables, and all color photos -
Written by a cadre of experts intimately familiar with dolphin field work - Written in an accurate yet
accessible style for the scientist and natural historian alike
  mating habits of dolphins: Dolphin Communication and Cognition Denise L. Herzing,
Christine M. Johnson, 2023-10-31 Experts survey the latest research on dolphin communication and
cognition, offering a comprehensive reference to findings in the laboratory and from the field.
Dolphin researchers have collected an impressive amount of data over the last twenty years, thanks
to advances in technology for monitoring, recording, and analyzing dolphin behavior as well as
increasing interest in exploring and modeling dolphins' cognitive capacities. This volume offers a
comprehensive reference to the latest research on dolphin communication and cognition, reporting
on findings from both the laboratory and the field. The contributors review a wide range of topics,
including vocalization, abstract reasoning abilities, imitation and learning, social cognition,
echolocation, and ethical issues in working with cetaceans. The book begins by examining the
dolphin brain and its evolution, the anatomy of its unique sound production and reception systems,
and its sensory abilities. It next treats communication, reviewing the complexity of dolphins'
vocalization, and then describes research on cognition, from both experimental and developmental
perspectives. Finally, the book considers the future of dolphin research, including a series of
provocative questions that remain unanswered, posed by the volume's expert contributors.
Contributors Mats Amundin, Whitlow Au, Ted W. Cranford, Nicola Erdsack, John Ford, Wolf Hanke,
Louis M. Herman, Denise L. Herzing, Christine M. Johnson, Petr Krysl, Stan Kuczaj, Marc Lammers,
Lori Marino, Paul Nachtigall, Julie Oswald, Adam A. Pack, Heidi Pearson, Sam Ridgway, Jeanette
Thomas, Randall Wells, Thomas I. White, Hal Whitehead, Kelley Winship, Bernd Würsig
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  mating habits of dolphins: Sex in Cetaceans Bernd Würsig, Dara N. Orbach, 2023-09-25 Sex
in Cetaceans provides an up-to-date review of multi-faceted aspects related to mating and
reproduction in toothed and baleen whales. This open access book begins with discussions of sexual
selection and anatomical traits related to mating and diversity between the sexes. The functions of
non-conceptive copulations are reviewed as are different research techniques applied to explore sex
in cetaceans. Authors and editors build knowledge of female and male social, mating, and parental
strategies and tactics for several specific toothed dolphin/porpoise/whale species and baleen whale
species. It concludes with a discussion of potential conservation efforts and ways to help especially
beleaguered species and populations the world over. The volume is intended as a major primer of
cetacean sex for undergraduate and graduate students, new and established researchers in the field,
and the public wishing to learn more.
  mating habits of dolphins: Dolphins Jason Skog, 2008-07 Introduces dolphins, discussing the
different species, their unique communication skills, physical characteristics, eating habits, mating
rituals, habitats, and efforts being made to ensure their future.
  mating habits of dolphins: The Dolphins of Hilton Head Cara M. Gubbins, 2021-03-25 One
population of a truly fascinating species The Dolphins of Hilton Head introduces readers to the
unique population of bottlenose dolphins that inhabits the warm water and brackish salt marshes of
South Carolina's inland coastal waterways. Drawing on years of research in Hilton Head and the
latest discoveries of scientists throughout the world, Cara Gubbins describes this atypical habitat
and explains how the distinctive behaviors of Hilton Head dolphins distinguish them from other
populations. She identifies their particular behavior patterns, vocalizations, behavioral ecology, and
local traditions. Gubbins also offers practical suggestions on how best to view and understand these
animals while visiting the island. Framing her study with a general overview of dolphins and their
habits, Gubbins explores the natural history, ecology, and evolution of free-ranging Atlantic
bottlenose dolphins in South Carolina. She compares this population with others throughout the
world to reveal the South Carolina dolphins' innovative foraging techniques, novel social system, and
unconventional habitat use patterns. Gubbins debunks widely held myths about the animals,
addresses conservation issues that will affect their future in South Carolina waters, and discusses
environmental problems that threaten them worldwide. While Gubbins looks specifically at the
dolphins of Hilton Head, her guide helps readers understand these animals throughout the world.
She offers advice not only for spotting dolphins but also for interpreting such specific behaviors as
feeding, socializing, resting, traveling, and communication.
  mating habits of dolphins: Ethology and Behavioral Ecology of Odontocetes Bernd
Würsig, 2019-08-02 This book concentrates on the marine mammalian group of Odontocetes, the
toothed whales, dolphins, and porpoises. In 23 chapters, a total of 40 authors describe general
patterns of ethological concepts of odontocetes in their natural environments, with a strong bent
towards behavioral ecology. Examples are given of particularly well-studied species and species
groups for which enough data exist, especially from the past 15 years. The aim is to give a modern
flavor of present knowledge of ethology and behavior of generally large-brained behaviorally flexible
mammals that have evolved quite separately from social mammals on land. As well, the plight of
populations and species due to humans is described in multiple chapters, with the goal that an
understanding of behavior can help to solve or alleviate at least some human-made problems.
  mating habits of dolphins: Encyclopedia of Animal Behavior , 2019-01-21 Encyclopedia of
Animal Behavior, Second Edition, Four Volume Set the latest update since the 2010 release, builds
upon the solid foundation established in the first edition. Updated sections include Host-parasite
interactions, Vertebrate social behavior, and the introduction of ‘overview essays’ that boost the
book's comprehensive detail. The structure for the work is modified to accommodate a better
grouping of subjects. Some chapters have been reshuffled, with section headings combined or
modified. Represents a one-stop resource for scientifically reliable information on animal behavior
Provides comparative approaches, including the perspective of evolutionary biologists, physiologists,
endocrinologists, neuroscientists and psychologists Includes multimedia features in the online



version that offer accessible tools to readers looking to deepen their understanding
  mating habits of dolphins: Dolphin Tales: Secrets Of The Ocean Nicky Huys, Dive into
'Dolphin Tales: Secrets of the Ocean' and swim alongside the ocean's most charismatic inhabitants.
This book unravels the mysteries of dolphin communication, their social structures, and their crucial
role in marine ecosystems. Through stunning imagery and insightful commentary, readers will
discover how these intelligent creatures interact, play, and survive in the vast ocean. It's a journey
that reveals the intricate balance of life beneath the waves and the secrets that dolphins, as
sentinels of the sea, hold about the health of our planet. Join us on this deep dive into the lives of
dolphins and emerge with a newfound appreciation for these guardians of the deep.
  mating habits of dolphins: Dolphins and Porpoises Richard Ellis, 1989 Dolphins and
Porpoises captures the exuberance, the intelligence, the sheer charisma, of forty-three species of
small cetacean -- from the immensely popular bottlenose dolphin to the rare and attractive
spectacled porpoise to their awe-inspiring cousin, the killer whale. With 70 black-and-white
illustrations and 16 pages in color
  mating habits of dolphins: Reproductive Biology and Phylogeny of Cetacea: Whales,
Porpoises and Dolphins Debra Lee Miller, 2016-04-19 The order Cetacea comprises some amazing
species, representing some of the most evolved creatures that inhabit this earth. Yet, they also
represent a group of species for which much remains unknown. There are over 80 species of
cetaceans composed of porpoises, dolphins and whales. This volume represents the latest of
published and previously unpubl
  mating habits of dolphins: Psychology Led Astray Tomasz Witkowski, 2016-08-01 This book
shows how scientific and psychotherapeutic practices change into worthless rituals called by the
famous physicist, Richard Feynman, cargo cult. It is a must-read for everybody who is interested in
psychology, who is studying or intends to study it, but also for present and potential clients of
psychotherapists and parents of mentally-disabled children. Readers will learn which parts of
psychology and therapy are cargo-cult-like and which are reliable. This book is the second part of
trilogy devoted to the dark side of psychology. The first volume was published under the
titlePsychology Gone Wrong: The Dark Sides of Science and Therapy, also released by BrownWalker
Press.
  mating habits of dolphins: Is a 'menage a Trois' Important in Dolphin Mating Systems?
Tristen Louise Moors, 1997
  mating habits of dolphins: Whales, Dolphins & Porpoises Annalisa Berta, 2015-10-15 The
eighty-nine cetacean species that swim our seas and rivers are as diverse as they are intelligent and
elusive, from the hundred-foot-long, two-hundred-ton blue whale to the lesser-known tucuxi,
ginkgo-toothed beaked whale, and diminutive, critically endangered vaquita. The huge distances
these highly migratory creatures cover and the depths they dive mean we catch only the merest
glimpses of their lives as they break the surface of the water. But thanks to the marriage of science
and technology, we are now beginning to understand their anatomy, complex social structures,
extraordinary communication abilities, and behavioral patterns. In this beautifully illustrated guide,
renowned marine mammalogist Annalisa Berta draws on the contributions of a pod of fellow whale
biologists to present the most comprehensive, authoritative overview ever published of these
remarkable aquatic mammals. Opening with an accessible rundown of cetacean biology—including
the most recent science on feeding, mating, and communication—Whales, Dolphins, and Porpoises
then presents species-specific natural history on a range of topics, from anatomy and diet to
distribution and conservation status. Each entry also includes original drawings of the species and
its key identifiers, such as fin shape and color, tooth shape, and characteristic markings as they
would appear both above and below water—a feature unique to this book. Figures of myth and—as
the debate over hunting rages on—figures of conflict since long before the days of Moby-Dick,
whales, dolphins, and porpoises are also ecologically important and, in many cases, threatened.
Written for general enthusiasts, emergent cetacean fans, and biologists alike, this stunning, urgently
needed book will serve as the definitive guide for years to come.



  mating habits of dolphins: The Hawaiian Spinner Dolphin Kenneth S. Norris, Bernd
Wursig, Randall S. Wells, Melany Wursig, 1994-08-30 Twenty years in the making by a distinguished
dolphin expert and his associates, The Hawaiian Spinner Dolphin is the first comprehensive
scientific natural history of a dolphin species ever written. From their research camp at Kealakeakua
Bay in Hawaii, these scientists followed a population of wild spinner dolphins by radiotracking their
movements and, with the use of a windowed underwater vessel, observing the details of their
underwater social life. The authors begin with a description of the spinner dolphin species, its
morphology and systematics, and then examine the ocean environment, the organization of dolphin
populations, and the way this school-based society of mammals uses shorelines for rest and
instruction of the young. The dolphins' reproductive cycle, their vision, vocalization, hearing,
breathing, and feeding, and the integration of the school are carefully analyzed. The authors
conclude with a comprehensive evolutionary analysis of this marine cultural system, with its
behavioral flexibility and high levels of cooperation. This absorbing book is the richest source
available of new scientific insights about the lives of wild dophins and how their societies evolved at
sea.
  mating habits of dolphins: Power in the Wild Lee Alan Dugatkin, 2022-04-20 From the shell
wars of hermit crabs to little blue penguins spying on potential rivals, power struggles in the animal
kingdom are as diverse as they are fascinating, and this book illuminates their surprising range and
connections. The quest for power in animals is so much richer, so much more nuanced than who
wins what knock-down, drag-out fight. Indeed, power struggles among animals often look more like
an opera than a boxing match. Tracing the path to power for over thirty different species on six
continents, writer and behavioral ecologist Lee Alan Dugatkin takes us on a journey around the
globe, shepherded by leading researchers who have discovered that in everything from hyenas to
dolphins, bonobos to field mice, cichlid fish to cuttlefish, copperhead snakes to ravens, and meerkats
to mongooses, power revolves around spying, deception, manipulation, forming and breaking up
alliances, complex assessments of potential opponents, building social networks, and more. Power
pervades every aspect of the social life of animals: what they eat, where they eat, where they live,
whom they mate with, how many offspring they produce, whom they join forces with, and whom they
work to depose. In some species, power can even change an animal’s sex. Nor are humans
invulnerable to this magnificently intricate melodrama: Dugatkin’s tales of the researchers studying
power in animals are full of unexpected pitfalls, twists and turns, serendipity, and the pure joy of
scientific discovery.
  mating habits of dolphins: Dolphin Diaries Denise L. Herzing, 2011-07-05 Dr. Denise
Herzing began her research with a pod of spotted dolphins in the 1980s. Now, almost three decades
later, she has forged strong ties with many of these individuals, has witnessed and recorded them
feeding, playing, fighting, mating, giving birth and communicating. Dolphin Diaries is an account of
Herzing's research and her surprising findings on wild dolphin behavior, interaction, and
communication. Readers will be drawn into the highs and lows—the births and deaths, the discovery
of unique and personalized behaviors, the threats dolphins face from environmental changes, and
the many funny and wonderful encounters Denise painstakingly documented over many years. This
is the perfect book for anyone who loves these incredibly versatile and intelligent creatures and
wants to find out more than the dolphin show at the zoo can offer. Herzing is a true pioneer in her
field and deserves a place in the pantheon of naturalists and scientists next to Dian Fossey and Jane
Goodall.
  mating habits of dolphins: Dolphin Echo Sense Raina Mooncrest, AI, 2025-02-27 Dolphin
Echo Sense explores the fascinating world of dolphin echolocation, a sophisticated sensory system
enabling these marine mammals to see with sound. This remarkable ability allows dolphins to
navigate murky waters, hunt elusive prey, such as fish, and communicate effectively. One intriguing
aspect is how dolphins extract detailed information about objects â�� size, shape, distance, and
texture â�� solely from returning echoes, showcasing complex cognitive processes. The book
illustrates how this intricate system is a product of millions of years of evolution, blending physics,



neurology, and behavior. The book delves into the mechanics of sound production and reception,
highlighting specialized anatomical structures, such as the melon, and the biophysics of sound
propagation underwater. It also examines the neural pathways responsible for processing echo
information, providing insights into dolphin cognition. By presenting data from field studies, lab
experiments, and anatomical analyses, the book offers a comprehensive view of echolocation,
including its ecological significance and practical applications in sonar technology and conservation,
especially concerning the impact of noise pollution. Dolphin Echo Sense begins with fundamental
principles of acoustics and dolphin anatomy, progressing to the cognitive aspects of echolocation
and its broader implications. This interdisciplinary approach connects biology, physics, and cognitive
science, making it a valuable resource for understanding marine biology, animal behavior, and the
wonders of the natural world.
  mating habits of dolphins: In Defense of Dolphins Thomas I. White, 2009-05-18 Have humans
been sharing the planet with other intelligent life for millions of years without realizing it? In
Defense of Dolphins combines accessible science and philosophy, surveying the latest research on
dolphin intelligence and social behavior, to advocate for their ethical treatment. Encourages a
reassessment of the human-dolphin relationship, arguing for an end to the inhuman treatment of
dolphins Written by an expert philosopher with almost twenty-years of experience studying dolphins
Combines up-to-date research supporting the sophisticated cognitive and emotional capacities of
dolphins with entertaining first-hand accounts Looks at the serious questions of intelligent life,
ethical treatment, and moral obligation Engaging and thought-provoking
  mating habits of dolphins: Quantitative Behavioral Study of Bottlenose Dolphins in
Swim-with-the-dolphin Programs in the United States Amy Samuels, Trevor Spradlin, 1994
  mating habits of dolphins: Coastal Dolphins and Porpoises Thomas Allen Jefferson,
2024-12-08 Coastal Dolphins and Porpoises: Ridgway and Harrison's Handbook of Marine Mammals,
Volume One, the first volume in the Handbook of Marine Mammals series, covers some of the
world's most beautiful, intelligent, and highly adapted mammals that inhabit our seas and oceans. As
our knowledge of marine mammals grows, the need exists for a reliable and complete reference to
the ecology and biology of these fascinating creatures. Scientists, conservationists, and informed
laypersons will find books in this series to be a definitive review of all the world's living whales,
dolphins, porpoises, seals, sea lions, sea cows, and marine otters and bears.This volume consists of
species review chapters written by leading global experts on a variety of coastal marine species of
dolphins and porpoises. Each chapter includes a description of the species followed by sections on
distribution and abundance, anatomy, physiology, behavior, ecology, reproduction, parasites,
diseases, and the impacts of human activities on the species. - Provides in-depth reviews of
bottlenose, humpback, and other coastal dolphins, as well as the closely related porpoises -
Addresses the evolution, anatomy, ecology, distribution, and behavior of these marine mammal
species - Features numerous photos of live and specimen animals, skulls, and anatomical details,
along with distribution maps
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