math ideas for bulletin boards

math ideas for bulletin boards can transform classroom walls into engaging,
educational, and visually appealing spaces that enhance student learning and
enthusiasm for mathematics. Effective bulletin boards not only display
relevant content but also stimulate curiosity, reinforce concepts, and
provide interactive opportunities for students to practice skills. This
article explores a variety of creative and practical math ideas for bulletin
boards suitable for different grade levels and math topics. From number sense
and geometry to problem-solving and math history, these ideas aim to enrich
the classroom environment and support diverse learning styles. Additionally,
strategies for designing eye-catching displays and incorporating student
participation will be discussed. By implementing these math ideas for
bulletin boards, educators can create dynamic learning tools that complement
instruction and foster a positive math culture. The following sections
provide detailed suggestions and examples organized by theme and
instructional focus.

Number Concepts and Operations

Geometry and Spatial Reasoning

Problem Solving and Critical Thinking

Math Vocabulary and Symbols

Interactive and Seasonal Math Displays

Number Concepts and Operations

Number concepts and operations form the foundation of mathematics education.
Bulletin boards focused on this area can help students visualize number
relationships, practice arithmetic skills, and deepen their understanding of
mathematical operations. Using math ideas for bulletin boards that highlight
these topics encourages active engagement and reinforces classroom
instruction.

Place Value and Number Sense

Place value is a fundamental concept that students must master to comprehend
larger numbers and perform operations accurately. Bulletin boards dedicated
to place value can feature charts illustrating ones, tens, hundreds, and
beyond, often using colorful blocks or digit cards.

Displaying number lines, base-ten blocks, or interactive flaps where students



can build numbers physically promotes hands-on learning. Including challenges
such as “Number of the Day” or “Build a Number” activities encourages
students to apply place value concepts regularly.

Operations and Fact Families

Bulletin boards showcasing addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division facts help students memorize and understand operations. Fact family
triangles or houses visually link related operations, reinforcing the
relationships between addition and subtraction or multiplication and
division.

Such boards can incorporate timed challenges, flashcards, or student-
generated problems, making the display both informative and interactive.
Incorporating strategies like skip counting or using arrays supports diverse
learning preferences.

Fractions and Decimals

Fractions and decimals often present challenges for students. Bulletin boards
that use visual models such as pie charts, fraction bars, or number lines can
clarify these concepts. Highlighting equivalent fractions, comparing
fractions, and converting between fractions and decimals offers valuable
reinforcement.

Interactive fraction walls or decimal grids enable students to manipulate
representations and deepen understanding. Including real-world examples, such
as recipes or measurements, helps contextualize abstract ideas.

Geometry and Spatial Reasoning

Geometry and spatial reasoning are critical components of mathematics that
involve understanding shapes, sizes, positions, and properties of figures.
Bulletin boards centered on these topics can provide clear visuals and
opportunities for students to explore geometric concepts actively.

Shapes and Their Properties

Displaying common two-dimensional and three-dimensional shapes along with
their attributes (e.g., number of sides, angles, faces) aids recognition and
classification skills. Colorful cutouts and labeled diagrams can make this
information accessible and memorable.

Including examples of shapes found in everyday objects connects classroom
learning to real life, fostering relevance and interest. Sorting activities
or shape identification challenges can be part of the display.



Symmetry and Transformations

Bulletin boards illustrating symmetry, reflections, rotations, and
translations engage students in understanding how shapes can change position
or orientation while maintaining certain properties. Mirrors or foldable
paper elements can demonstrate lines of symmetry interactively.

Presenting transformation sequences or asking students to predict outcomes
based on given rules encourages analytical thinking. Incorporating art and
design elements can enhance appeal.

Measurement and Geometry Tools

Boards highlighting tools such as rulers, protractors, compasses, and grids
teach students about measurement and construction techniques. Visual guides
on how to measure angles, draw lines, or calculate perimeter and area provide
practical references.

Including real-life measurement challenges or puzzles fosters application
skills and problem-solving.

Problem Solving and Critical Thinking

Encouraging problem solving and critical thinking through bulletin boards
helps students develop essential skills for mathematical reasoning. Displays
that pose challenges or puzzles invite students to think deeply and
collaborate.

Math Puzzles and Riddles

Boards featuring math puzzles, logic problems, or brainteasers stimulate
curiosity and perseverance. Rotating puzzles weekly or monthly maintains
interest and provides ongoing practice.

Examples include number patterns, Sudoku, magic squares, or word problems
tailored to grade level and curriculum. Providing space for student solutions
or explanations promotes active participation.

Word Problems and Application

Word problem bulletin boards connect math to real-world scenarios. Displaying
problems that require multi-step reasoning and various operations enhances
comprehension and application skills.

Encouraging students to create their own word problems or to illustrate
solutions builds communication and creativity alongside mathematical
thinking.



Math Challenges and Competitions

Organizing math challenges or competitions displayed on bulletin boards
fosters motivation and healthy competition. Leaderboards, achievement
trackers, or “Problem of the Week” sections recognize effort and progress.

Involving students in setting challenges or voting on favorite problems
increases ownership and engagement.

Math Vocabulary and Symbols

Understanding math vocabulary and symbols is essential for fluency and
success in mathematics. Bulletin boards dedicated to terminology and notation
support language development and conceptual clarity.

Key Terms and Definitions

Displaying important math vocabulary with clear definitions and examples
reinforces language acquisition. Grouping terms by topic (e.g., geometry,
algebra, number operations) helps organize knowledge.

Using visuals, such as diagrams or concept maps, supports comprehension for
diverse learners.

Symbols and Notation

Math symbols can be confusing without explicit instruction. Bulletin boards
that list common symbols (e.g., +, —, x, +, =, <, >) alongside their meanings
and usage examples clarify their purpose.

Including practice activities where students match symbols to operations or
solve problems can make learning interactive.

Language of Math in Context

Integrating math vocabulary into real-world contexts and word problems
displayed on bulletin boards helps students connect terms to practical use.
Highlighting synonyms and related words enriches understanding.

Interactive and Seasonal Math Displays

Incorporating interactive and seasonal themes into math bulletin boards
enhances student engagement and keeps content fresh and relevant throughout
the school year. These displays can be tailored to align with holidays,
seasons, or special events.



Interactive Math Centers

Bulletin boards designed as interactive centers invite students to manipulate
pieces, solve puzzles, or contribute to ongoing projects. Examples include
movable number lines, fraction puzzles, or geometry shape sorting.

These hands-on elements encourage exploration and collaboration, making math
learning dynamic and enjoyable.

Seasonal Themes and Holidays

Seasonal math ideas for bulletin boards use themes such as pumpkins for fall,
snowflakes for winter, or flowers for spring to present math problems and
concepts. Incorporating holiday motifs can make math relatable and fun.

Examples include counting and pattern activities with themed objects,
measurement tasks using seasonal items, or holiday-themed math challenges.

Student-Created Content

Encouraging students to contribute math problems, artwork, or explanations to
bulletin boards fosters ownership and pride. Rotating displays to feature
student work keeps content current and reflects classroom learning.

Recognition of creative efforts supports motivation and reinforces math
skills.

Use colorful and clear visuals to attract attention and aid
comprehension.

Incorporate interactive elements such as flaps, movable pieces, or QR
codes linking to digital resources.

Align bulletin board content with current curriculum topics for
relevance.

Encourage student participation to increase engagement and investment.

Regularly update displays to maintain interest and reflect new learning.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some creative math ideas for classroom



bulletin boards?

Creative math ideas for bulletin boards include displaying math puzzles and
riddles, showcasing famous mathematicians with fun facts, creating
interactive number lines or geometric shape galleries, and featuring student
work on problem-solving strategies.

How can I make a math bulletin board engaging for
students?

To make a math bulletin board engaging, use bright colors and visuals,
incorporate interactive elements like movable parts or QR codes linking to
math games, include real-life math applications, and update the content
regularly to keep it fresh and relevant.

What themes work well for math bulletin boards
throughout the school year?

Effective themes include 'Math in Nature' focusing on patterns and symmetry,
'Math Around the World' highlighting global contributions, 'Problem-Solving
Strategies', 'Math Careers', and seasonal math challenges like 'Geometry in
Winter' or 'Fractions in Fall Recipes'.

Can math bulletin boards help improve students' math
skills?

Yes, math bulletin boards can improve skills by providing visual aids that
reinforce concepts, sparking curiosity through challenges and puzzles,
encouraging collaborative learning, and offering continual exposure to math
vocabulary and ideas outside of direct instruction.

What materials are best for creating durable and
attractive math bulletin boards?

Durable and attractive materials include colorful bulletin board paper or
fabric as a background, laminated printouts for longevity, magnetic or
velcro-backed pieces for interactivity, foam or cardstock for 3D elements,
and clear labels or headings for easy readability.

Additional Resources

1. The Number Devil: A Mathematical Adventure

This imaginative book follows a boy named Robert who dreams about a whimsical
"Number Devil" who introduces him to fascinating math concepts like prime
numbers, Fibonacci sequences, and infinity. It's a playful exploration that
makes abstract ideas accessible and engaging for young readers. Perfect for
sparking curiosity about numbers and patterns on a classroom bulletin board.



2. Sir Cumference and the First Round Table

A clever tale set in medieval times, this story introduces basic geometry
through the adventures of Sir Cumference and his friends. The book explores
the concepts of circles, radius, and diameter in a fun and memorable way.
It’s a great resource for visualizing geometric ideas and encouraging
students to see math in everyday life.

3. Math Curse

In this humorous book, a student wakes up feeling like everything around them
is a math problem, from counting objects to measuring time. It demonstrates
how math is embedded in daily routines and decisions, making it relatable and
entertaining. This title encourages students to appreciate the math all
around them, perfect for a bulletin board theme about math in the real world.

4. The Greedy Triangle

This story follows a triangle that becomes bored with its shape and
transforms into other polygons, each with different properties and angles.
It’s an engaging way to introduce shapes, sides, and angles while
highlighting the diversity of geometric figures. Ideal for a bulletin board
focusing on shapes and their characteristics.

5. Anno's Mysterious Multiplying Jar

Through a story about a jar that multiplies creatures exponentially, this
book introduces the concept of exponential growth and powers of numbers. It's
an intriguing narrative that visually and conceptually explains how numbers
can grow rapidly. This book is excellent for illustrating multiplication and
powers on a math bulletin board.

6. Zero: The Biography of a Dangerous Idea

This book provides a historical and mathematical journey of the number zero,
exploring its origins, significance, and impact on mathematics and science.
It shows how zero is more than just a number—it's a revolutionary concept
that changed the way we understand math. Great for a bulletin board that
highlights important math discoveries and ideas.

7. The Man Who Counted: A Collection of Mathematical Adventures

This collection of stories follows a traveling mathematician who solves
problems using logic, arithmetic, and clever thinking. The tales blend
culture and math, making problem-solving exciting and accessible. It's a
wonderful addition to a bulletin board emphasizing critical thinking and the
joy of puzzles in math.

8. G 1is for Googol: A Math Alphabet Book

An alphabet book that introduces a wide range of math concepts from A to Z,
including geometry, graphs, and great circles. Each letter is paired with an
engaging explanation and fun illustrations, making it a perfect resource for
younger students. Use this book to create an educational and colorful math
alphabet display.

9. Math Adventures with Python: An Illustrated Guide to Exploring Math with
Code



This book combines math and computer programming to explore concepts like
algebra, geometry, and probability through Python coding projects. It
encourages hands-on learning and creativity by solving math problems with
technology. Ideal for a bulletin board that promotes STEM learning and the
intersection of math and coding.
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math ideas for bulletin boards: The Math Teacher's Book Of Lists Judith A. Muschla, Gary R.
Muschla, 2005-04-11 This is the second edition of the bestselling resource for mathematics teachers.
This time-saving reference provides over 300 useful lists for developing instructional materials and
planning lessons for middle school and secondary students. Some of the lists supply teacher
background; others are to copy for student use, and many offer new twists to traditional classroom
topics. For quick access and easy use, the lists are numbered consecutively, organized into sections
focusing on the different areas of math, and printed in a large 8-1/2 x 11 lay-flat format for easy
photocopying. Here's an overview of the ready-to-use lists you'll find in each section: I. NUMBERS:
THEORY AND OPERATIONS presents 40 lists including classification of real numbers, types of
fractions, types of decimals, rules for various operations, big numbers, and mathematical signs and
symbols. II. MEASUREMENT contains over 30 lists including, things that measure, measurement
abbreviations, the English and Metric Systems, and U.S. money3/4coins and bills. III. GEOMETRY
offers more than 50 lists covering topics such as lines and planes, types of polygons, types of
quadrilaterals, circles, Pythagorean triples, and formulas for finding area and volume. IV. ALGEBRA
gives you over 40 lists including how to express operations algebraically, powers and roots, common
factoring formulas, quadratic functions, and types of matrices. V. TRIGONOMETRY AND CALCULUS
provides more than 30 lists including the quadrant signs of the functions, reduction formulas,
integration rules, and natural logarithmic functions. VI. MATH IN OTHER AREAS offers more than
30 lists that tie math to other content areas, such as descriptive statistics, probability and odds,
numbers in popular sports, and some mathematical facts about space. VII. POTPOURRI features 16
lists that explore the various aspects of math including, famous mathematicians through history,
world firsts, math and superstition, and the Greek alphabet. VIII. SPECIAL REFERENCE LISTS FOR
STUDENTS provides 10 lists of interest to students such as overcoming math anxiety, steps for
solving word problems, and math web sites for students. IX. LISTS FOR TEACHERS’ REFERENCE
contains 25 lists such as how to manage a cooperative math class, sources of problems-of-the-day,
how to have a parents’ math night, and math web sites for teachers. X. REPRODUCIBLE TECHING
AIDS contains an assortment of helpful reproducibles including number lines, fraction strips, algebra
tiles, and various nets for making 3-D geometric shapes.
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Mathematics Seaton E. Smith, 1977-01-01

math ideas for bulletin boards: Big & Easy Patterns: Themes Loralyn Radcliffe, 1999-08

math ideas for bulletin boards: Math Bulletin Board Ideas K-8 Addison Wesley,

math ideas for bulletin boards: Fast Ideas for Busy Teachers: Math, Grade 4 Armstrong,
2009-01-04 Mingle in some math to everyday teaching! Fast Ideas for Busy Teachers: Math has
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hundreds of ideas that will fit into a hectic schedule and enliven fourth-grade students' exploration
of mathematics. The book is organized by math skills, which makes it easy to find a topic when it's
needed. Open-ended lessons allow adaptation of activities to meet students' needs. The lessons are
perfect for substitutes, rainy-day activities, homework, and in-class assignments. The book includes
tips for managing a classroom, getting organized, getting to know students, and implementing
behavior management. This 80-page book also includes reproducibles and aligns with Common Core
State Standards, as well as state and national standards.

math ideas for bulletin boards: Bulletin Board Ideas for the Secondary Mathematics
Classroom Peter J. Ketchum, 1985

math ideas for bulletin boards: The Weekly Curriculum Barbara Backer, 2003 What's your
plan? If you're not sure, this great big book has the answer! With 52 weekly plans, it's easy to come
up with appropriate learning experiences that children will love. This essential classroom resource
covers special holidays, seasonal topics, everyday plans, and other things you've probably never
thought of, such as National Pretzel Month or National Pancake Day!

math ideas for bulletin boards: Bulletin Board Ideas for Elementary & Middle School
Mathematics National Council of Teachers of Mathemat, 1977-12-01

math ideas for bulletin boards: Teaching Math with Favorite Picture Books Judi
Hechtman, Deborah Ellermeyer, Sandra Ford Grove, 1998 Provides literature-based activities for
teaching math to students in grades one through three, each with activities, reproducible patterns,
and recording sheets.

math ideas for bulletin boards: Math Insights S4 S/e Th, 2008

math ideas for bulletin boards: Guided Math Laney Sammons, 2009-04-20 Use a practical
approach to teaching mathematics that integrates proven literacy strategies for effective instruction.
This professional resource will help to maximize the impact of instruction through the use of
whole-class instruction, small-group instruction, and Math Workshop. Incorporate ideas for using
ongoing assessment to guide your instruction and increase student learning, and use hands-on,
problem-solving experiences with small groups to encourage mathematical communication and
discussion. Guided Math supports the Common Core State Standards. 264pp.

math ideas for bulletin boards: Math Teacher's Survival Guide: Practical Strategies,
Management Techniques, and Reproducibles for New and Experienced Teachers, Grades
5-12 Judith A. Muschla, Gary R. Muschla, Erin Muschla, 2010-03-08 Classroom-tested strategies to
help new and experienced math teachers thrive Math teachers must not only instruct their students
in basic mathematical skills and concepts, they must also prepare them for standardized tests,
provide instruction in the use of technology, and teach problem-solving and critical-thinking skills.
At the same time, they must also manage their other responsibilities - taking attendance, planning,
grading, record-keeping, disciplining, and communicating with parents and administrators. This
book provides efficient and practical information on the management skills necessary to succeed in
this most challenging profession. Offers realistic suggestions and strategies for planning and
delivering effective math instruction Helps math teachers achieve excellence and continue to be
enthusiastic and successful in their teaching careers Includes reproducible forms to help math
teachers stay on top of everything they need to do The Math Teacher's Survival Guide contains a
wealth of useful tools and strategies that can help any math teacher succeed in the classroom.

math ideas for bulletin boards: Fostering Children's Mathematical Power Arthur
Baroody, Arthur J. Baroody, Jesse L.M. Wilkins, Ronald T. Coslick, 1998-09-01 Teachers have the
responsibility of helping all of their students construct the disposition and knowledge needed to live
successfully in a complex and rapidly changing world. To meet the challenges of the 21st century,
students will especially need mathematical power: a positive disposition toward mathematics
(curiosity and self confidence), facility with the processes of mathematical inquiry (problem solving,
reasoning and communicating), and well connected mathematical knowledge (an understanding of
mathematical concepts, procedures and formulas). This guide seeks to help teachers achieve the
capability to foster children's mathematical power - the ability to excite them about mathematics,



help them see that it makes sense, and enable them to harness its might for solving everyday and
extraordinary problems. The investigative approach attempts to foster mathematical power by
making mathematics instruction process-based, understandable or relevant to the everyday life of
students. Past efforts to reform mathematics instruction have focused on only one or two of these
aims, whereas the investigative approach accomplishes all three. By teaching content in a
purposeful context, an inquiry-based fashion, and a meaningful manner, this approach promotes
chilren's mathematical learning in an interesting, thought-provoking and comprehensible way. This
teaching guide is designed to help teachers appreciate the need for the investigative approach and
to provide practical advice on how to make this approach happen in the classroom. It not only
dispenses information, but also serves as a catalyst for exploring, conjecturing about, discussing and
contemplating the teaching and learning of mathematics.

math ideas for bulletin boards: Visible Learning for Mathematics, Grades K-12 John Hattie,
Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey, Linda M. Gojak, Sara Delano Moore, William Mellman, 2016-09-15
Selected as the Michigan Council of Teachers of Mathematics winter book club book! Rich tasks,
collaborative work, number talks, problem-based learning, direct instruction...with so many possible
approaches, how do we know which ones work the best? In Visible Learning for Mathematics, six
acclaimed educators assert it’s not about which one—it’s about when—and show you how to design
high-impact instruction so all students demonstrate more than a year’s worth of mathematics
learning for a year spent in school. That’s a high bar, but with the amazing K-12 framework here,
you choose the right approach at the right time, depending upon where learners are within three
phases of learning: surface, deep, and transfer. This results in visible learning because the effect is
tangible. The framework is forged out of current research in mathematics combined with John
Hattie’s synthesis of more than 15 years of education research involving 300 million students.
Chapter by chapter, and equipped with video clips, planning tools, rubrics, and templates, you get
the inside track on which instructional strategies to use at each phase of the learning cycle: Surface
learning phase: When—through carefully constructed experiences—students explore new concepts
and make connections to procedural skills and vocabulary that give shape to developing conceptual
understandings. Deep learning phase: When—through the solving of rich high-cognitive tasks and
rigorous discussion—students make connections among conceptual ideas, form mathematical
generalizations, and apply and practice procedural skills with fluency. Transfer phase: When
students can independently think through more complex mathematics, and can plan, investigate, and
elaborate as they apply what they know to new mathematical situations. To equip students for
higher-level mathematics learning, we have to be clear about where students are, where they need
to go, and what it looks like when they get there. Visible Learning for Math brings about powerful,
precision teaching for K-12 through intentionally designed guided, collaborative, and independent
learning.

math ideas for bulletin boards: Answers to Your Biggest Questions About Teaching
Elementary Math John J. SanGiovanni, Susie Katt, Latrenda D. Knighten, Georgina Rivera,
2021-09-09 Your guide to grow and learn as a math teacher! Let’s face it, teaching elementary math
can be hard. So much about how we teach math today may look and feel different from how we
learned it. Today, we recognize placing the student at the center of their learning increases
engagement, motivation, and academic achievement soars. Teaching math in a student-centered way
changes the role of the teacher from one who traditionally “delivers knowledge” to one who fosters
thinking. Most importantly, we must ensure our practice gives each and every student the
opportunity to learn, grow, and achieve at high levels, while providing opportunities to develop their
agency and authority in the classroom which results in a positive math identity. Whether you are a
brand new teacher or a veteran, if you find teaching math to be quite the challenge, this is the guide
you want by your side. Designed for just-in-time learning and support, this practical resource gives
you brief, actionable answers to your most pressing questions about teaching elementary math.
Written by four experienced math educators representing diverse experiences, these authors offer
the practical advice they wish they received years ago, from lessons they've learned over decades of



practice, research, coaching, and through collaborating with teams, teachers and
colleagues—especially new teachers—every day. Questions and answers are organized into five
areas of effort that will help you most thrive in your elementary math classroom: 1. How do I build a
positive math community? 2. How do I structure, organize, and manage my math class? 3. How do I
engage my students in math? 4. How do I help my students talk about math? 5. How do I know what
my students know and move them forward? Woven throughout, you'll find helpful sidebar notes on
fostering identity and agency; access and equity; teaching in different settings; and invaluable
resources for deeper learning. The final question—Where do I go from here?— offers guidance for
growing your practice over time. Strive to become the best math educator you can be; your students
are counting on it! What will be your first step on the journey?

math ideas for bulletin boards: Plants Thematic Unit Mary Ellen Sterling, 1995-05
Literature-based; across the curriculum--Cover.

math ideas for bulletin boards: We Care Bertie Kingore, 2002 Hundreds of proven hands-on
activities, carefully outlined and using inexpensive materials, emphasize learning by doing,
encourage creativity, and afford opportunities to develop responsibility. Organized into 19 thematic
units (from Marvelous Me to Summertime and the Sun) and correlated to the school-year calendar,
the activities cover key curriculum areas such as language arts, math, and science; they also involve
art, music, cooking, movement, block play, and role plays. Jargon-free and clearly written, the book
is also a great resource for parents. Grades preK-K. 302 pages. Good Year Books. Second Edition.

math ideas for bulletin boards: Guide to Math Materials Phyllis ]. Perry, 1997-02-15 Now
it's easy to locate the materials you need to implement the new NCTM math standards. Organized by
such math topics as problem solving, estimation, number sense and numeration, and geometry and
spatial relationships, this book shows users where to find manipulatives and materials, such as
attribute blocks, pattern blocks, clocks, scales, multilink cubes and prisms, calculators, and sorting
toys. It also lists specialized math books, computer software, and a host of other learning materials
(e.g., activity cards, puzzles, posters, games, reproducibles). The author briefly describes each
product, cites grade level when given, and explains possible applications. Products of exceptional
quality and value are highlighted, and the addresses of publishers and suppliers are given. A real
time-saver! Grades K-4.

math ideas for bulletin boards: Seasons to Celebrate: August to December (ENHANCED
eBook) Ann Richmond Fisher, 2003-03-01 Celebrate special days and themes August to December
with the creative ideas in this 320-page book--bulletin boards, teacher helps, reproducible student
activities, resource lists, parents' letters and much, much more! Plus a CD-ROM (print books) or .zip
file (eBooks) chock-full of clip art. A valuable resource to keep close at all times!

math ideas for bulletin boards: Seasons to Celebrate: January to Summer (ENHANCED
eBook) Ann Richmond Fisher, 2003-03-01 Celebrate special days and themes with the creative
ideas in this 320-page book--bulletin boards, reproducible student activities, resource lists, parents’
letters and much, much more! Features a CD-ROM (print books) or .zip file (eBooks) chock-full of
color and black & white clip art images. A valuable resource to keep close at all times!
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