inappropriate teacher student relationships

inappropriate teacher student relationships represent a serious breach of professional and ethical boundaries
in educational settings. These relationships may involve emotional, physical, or sexual misconduct that
compromises the safety, trust, and learning environment for students. Understanding the nature, causes,
and consequences of such relationships is crucial for educators, administrators, parents, and policymakers to
ensure student welfare and maintain educational integrity. This article explores the definition and types of
inappropriate teacher student relationships, examines the legal and ethical implications, discusses warning
signs and prevention strategies, and outlines the effects on students and educational institutions. By
addressing these critical aspects, the article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the challenges

and solutions related to inappropriate conduct between teachers and students.
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Definition and Types of Inappropriate Teacher Student
Relationships

Inappropriate teacher student relationships encompass any interactions between educators and students that
violate professional norms and ethical standards. These relationships can vary in nature and severity but
generally involve a misuse of power and authority by the teacher. Understanding the different types helps

in identifying and addressing these issues effectively.

Emotional and Psychological Boundaries

Emotional inappropriate relationships occur when a teacher develops a personal or romantic attachment to a
student beyond the professional context. This can include favoritism, excessive personal attention, or
sharing intimate details unrelated to academic matters. Such behavior often blurs the lines between teacher

and student roles, leading to confusion and emotional harm.



Sexual Misconduct and Abuse

Sexual inappropriate relationships involve any unwelcome or exploitative sexual advances, harassment, or
abuse by a teacher towards a student. This form of misconduct is not only unethical but also illegal in many

jurisdictions. It severely impacts the victim’s psychological well-being and educational experience.

Forms of Exploitation and Manipulation

Some inappropriate relationships may include manipulation or exploitation, where a teacher uses their
position to coerce or pressure a student into actions that serve the teacher’s interests. This can take many
forms, including academic favoritism in exchange for personal favors or emotional manipulation to create

dependency.

Legal and Ethical Implications

The consequences of inappropriate teacher student relationships extend beyond personal harm to encompass
significant legal and ethical violations. Educators are bound by codes of conduct and laws designed to protect

students and uphold the integrity of the educational system.

Relevant Laws and Regulations

Various federal and state laws prohibit sexual relationships or conduct between teachers and students,
especially minors. These laws often classify such behavior as child abuse, sexual assault, or professional

misconduct, carrying severe penalties including criminal charges, license revocation, and civil liabilities.

Professional Codes of Conduct

Educational institutions and professional bodies establish codes of ethics that explicitly forbid inappropriate
relationships between teachers and students. Violations can result in disciplinary actions such as suspension,
termination, or permanent banning from the profession. These codes emphasize the teacher’s responsibility

to maintain a safe and respectful learning environment.

Reporting and Accountability

Legal and ethical frameworks mandate that any suspicion or evidence of inappropriate teacher student
relationships be reported promptly to appropriate authorities. Institutions are required to investigate

allegations thoroughly and take corrective actions to protect students and uphold trust.



Warning Signs and Risk Factors

Recognizing early indicators of inappropriate teacher student relationships is vital for prevention and
intervention. Both educators and students can benefit from awareness of common warning signs and

underlying risk factors.

Behavioral Indicators in Teachers

Teachers engaging in inappropriate relationships may exhibit behaviors such as isolating a student from
peers, showing undue favoritism, maintaining secretive communications, or exhibiting possessiveness.

Other signs include frequent personal conversations outside class or inappropriate physical contact.

Student Responses and Vulnerabilities

Students may display signs of distress, anxiety, or changes in academic performance when involved in or
aware of inappropriate relationships. Vulnerable students, such as those with low self-esteem or unstable

home environments, are at higher risk of exploitation by authority figures.

Environmental and Institutional Risk Factors

Certain settings can increase the risk of inappropriate relationships, including lack of clear policies,
insufficient supervision, inadequate training on professional boundaries, and a school culture that neglects

reporting mechanisms.

Prevention Strategies and Institutional Policies

Effective prevention of inappropriate teacher student relationships requires comprehensive strategies that

promote awareness, accountability, and safe educational environments.

Training and Awareness Programs

Regular training for educators on professional boundaries, recognizing misconduct, and ethical
responsibilities helps reduce incidents. Awareness programs that educate students about appropriate

interactions and reporting options empower them to protect themselves.



Clear Policies and Enforcement

Schools must establish and communicate explicit policies prohibiting inappropriate relationships, including
definitions, consequences, and reporting procedures. Consistent enforcement reinforces the seriousness of

these policies and deters potential violations.

Support Systems and Reporting Mechanisms

Institutions should provide accessible channels for confidential reporting of concerns or incidents. Support
services such as counseling and legal assistance for affected students are essential components of a robust

prevention framework.

Impact on Students and Educational Institutions

The ramifications of inappropriate teacher student relationships extend deeply into the lives of students and

the broader educational community.

Emotional and Psychological Effects on Students

Victims often experience trauma, loss of trust in authority figures, depression, anxiety, and difficulties in
academic and social functioning. The breach of safety can have long-lasting consequences on their personal

development and mental health.

Damage to Institutional Reputation and Trust

Incidents of inappropriate relationships can undermine public confidence in educational institutions. Schools

may face legal challenges, loss of accreditation, and decreased enrollment as a result of reputational harm.

Broader Educational and Social Consequences

Such misconduct contributes to a toxic learning environment, affecting not only the individuals directly
involved but also peers and educators. It highlights the critical need for systemic vigilance and proactive

measures to uphold ethical standards in education.
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Frequently Asked Questions

‘What constitutes an inappropriate teacher-student relationship?

An inappropriate teacher-student relationship involves any interaction that violates professional boundaries,
such as romantic or sexual relationships, favoritism, or any behavior that exploits the power imbalance

between teacher and student.

Why are inappropriate teacher-student relationships considered
unethical?

They are unethical because they breach professional conduct, exploit the inherent power imbalance,
compromise the student's well-being and academic environment, and can lead to emotional and

psychological harm.

What are the potential consequences for teachers involved in

inappropriate relationships with students?

Teachers may face disciplinary actions including suspension, termination, loss of teaching credentials, legal

consequences, and damage to their professional reputation.

How can schools prevent inappropriate teacher-student relationships?

Schools can implement clear policies, provide training on professional boundaries, establish reporting

mechanisms, promote a culture of accountability, and monitor teacher-student interactions.

What signs might indicate an inappropriate teacher-student relationship?

Signs include secretive behavior, favoritism, excessive one-on-one meetings without clear educational
bl 5
purpose, inappropriate communication outside school hours, and changes in student behavior or

performance.



Are all close relationships between teachers and students inappropriate?

No, close relationships based on mentorship, support, and professional guidance are appropriate and

beneficial, as long as boundaries and professional ethics are maintained.

How should students report suspected inappropriate relationships with

teachers?

Students should report concerns to a trusted adult, school counselor, administrator, or use anonymous

reporting systems if available, ensuring their safety and confidentiality.

‘What legal protections exist for students against inappropriate teacher

conduct?

Many jurisdictions have laws prohibiting sexual relationships between teachers and students, mandatory

reporting requirements, and mechanisms for legal recourse and protection against retaliation.

Can inappropriate teacher-student relationships impact the learning

environment?

Yes, they can create discomfort, undermine trust, cause distractions, and negatively affect the academic

performance and emotional well-being of students and staff.

‘What role do parents play in addressing inappropriate teacher-student

relationships?

Parents should stay informed about school policies, maintain open communication with their children,

report concerns to school authorities, and advocate for a safe educational environment.

Additional Resources

1. Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov

This controversial novel tells the story of Humbert Humbert, a middle-aged literature professor who
becomes infatuated with Dolores Haze, a 12-year-old girl. The narrative explores the complexities of
obsession, manipulation, and the dark consequences of an inappropriate relationship. Nabokov’s lyrical prose

challenges readers to grapple with the moral ambiguities surrounding the characters.

2. The End of the Affair by Graham Greene
Set during World War II, this novel follows the illicit affair between Maurice Bendrix, a writer, and Sarah

Miles, who is married to a civil servant. Though not strictly a teacher-student relationship, the story delves



into themes of forbidden love, trust, and betrayal, capturing the emotional turmoil that arises from crossing

societal boundaries.

3. Notes on a Scandal by Zoé Heller

This psychological thriller centers on Barbara, a lonely teacher, who discovers that her colleague Sheba is
having an affair with a 15-year-old student. The novel explores the consequences of secrecy, obsession, and
the destructive power of inappropriate relationships within a school setting. The narrative is both a

character study and a critique of moral hypocrisy.

4. Damage by Josephine Hart

In this intense drama, a politician becomes entangled in a passionate and taboo relationship with his son’s
fiancée. Although not a teacher-student scenario, the novel examines the devastating effects of forbidden
desire and the ways in which such relationships can unravel lives. The story is a haunting exploration of

obsession and self-destruction.

5. The Reader by Bernhard Schlink

This novel tells the story of Michael, a teenager who has an affair with Hanna, an older woman who later
disappears from his life. Years later, as a law student, Michael encounters Hanna during a trial that forces
him to confront their past. The narrative explores themes of memory, guilt, and the complexities of power

dynamics in relationships.

6. An Education by Lynn Barber
This memoir recounts Barber’s teenage years when she was seduced by an older man who posed as a
teacher. The book provides a candid and reflective look at the vulnerabilities of youth and the impact of

manipulative relationships. It offers insight into the blurred lines between mentorship and exploitation.

7. Pretty Little Things by Jilliane Hoffman
In this psychological thriller, a school counselor becomes dangerously involved with a student, leading to a
series of dark and suspenseful events. The story highlights the abuse of power and the consequences of

crossing ethical boundaries in educational settings. It is a gripping tale of deception and moral conflict.

8. Notes from the Teacher’s Lounge by Various Authors

This anthology collects short stories and essays that explore taboo and inappropriate relationships between
teachers and students. The diverse perspectives shed light on the emotional, legal, and ethical challenges
surrounding these relationships. The collection aims to provoke thought and discussion about boundaries in

education.

9. The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie by Muriel Spark

This classic novel focuses on an unconventional and charismatic teacher, Miss Jean Brodie, who exerts a
powerful influence over her female students. While the relationships are not explicitly sexual, the story
examines the complexities of authority, admiration, and manipulation within the teacher-student dynamic.

It raises questions about the impact of boundary-crossing mentorship.
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inappropriate teacher student relationships: Teacher-Student Relationships Ernest J.
Zarra III, 2013-04-08 Why are so many public school teachers, administrators, and coaches choosing
to become romantically and sexually involved with teenage students and players? Since 2000,
numbers of intimate relationships between teachers and students have skyrocketed. Teacher arrests
are at all-time highs. Is there a correlation between these relationships and communication and
social technologies? The book explores: What is driving those in public and private education to have
romantic and sexual relationships with their students, and to jeopardize their careers, families,
reputations, and freedom? What roles do communication and social technologies play in feeding
teacher-student relationships?Who is protecting teenagers from predator-teachers and
predator-coaches, in our schools? Is there a new phenomenon in schools: The Predator Teenage
Student?What practical strategies can be put in place to protect teenagers from sexual predators on
our campuses?The appropriate educational use of communication technologies on high school
campuses. This book is provocative and relevant for educators at all levels, public and private. It is
also a must-read for professors, teachers-in training, athletic and academic coaches, school
administrators, and parents.

inappropriate teacher student relationships: America's Sex Culture Ernest J. Zarra III,
2020-08-04 America’s Sex Culture: Its Impact on Teacher-Student Relationships analyzes recent
trends. It includes teacher arrests and student false allegations, and why this culture has ensnared
teachers and students, and why it is one of the causes leading to arrests. This second edition adds
new material, including: An analysis of sex-trafficking and how this has impacted high schools and
colleges.Sex addiction and pornography and the effect each has on today’s students and
teachers.Social media and how it has eased its way into the lives of many.Furthermore, sex and
pornography are being debated at the state level. States are trying to determine whether teachers in
their off-hours can do whatever they want and still keep their teaching jobs. Anecdotal evidence
concerning teacher arrests and why our nation is more sexualized than ever.The impact of America’s
sex culture and its impact upon the developing brains of students and how they relate to teachers.

inappropriate teacher student relationships: Teaching as if Students Matter Jaye Zola,
John Zola, 2024-01-01 Teaching as if Students Matter supports the goal of new teachers to create
engaging classrooms where students want to learn. It provides concrete and specific methods for
building relationships with all students, managing their behaviors in positive ways, and planning for
engaged and authentic instruction. Throughout, the book emphasizes the critical role of culturally
responsive teachers in creating inclusive curriculum and meaningful relationships to help all
students learn and succeed. This book provides specific advice on how to build a classroom culture
where discussion can flourish, as well as ideas for working with colleagues, and maintaining a
healthy work-life balance. As one reviewer wrote after reading this book, I really [...] believe I can do
this!

inappropriate teacher student relationships: Classroom Behaviour Bill Rogers,
2015-03-17 This exciting new edition of the best-selling and beloved teacher’s companion looks at
the everyday behaviour issues facing teachers working in today’s classrooms. Describing real
situations and dilemmas, Bill Rogers provides theoretically sound strategies and best practices to
support you in meeting the challenges of the job, as well as building up a rapport with both students
and colleagues to enable positive and productive learning environments. Written jargon-free in Bill’s
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accessible and empathetic voice it includes in-depth strategies, practical examples, case studies and
pragmatic hints and tips to put in to practice. This will make for informative and inspiring reading to
all those involved in educating our children and young people. The new edition has been revised and
updated and now also includes access to an interactive website packed with a host of extra material
to take you further. Videos of Bill demonstrating his behaviour strategies in real classroom settings
Podcasts where Bill explains his ideas and ethos in more detail as well as answering teachers’ FAQs
Extra reading material for even more support on difficult subjects Behaviour Management Tool
Templates to use with students in the everyday classroom Role-play scenario cards to help
understand and prepare for challenging situations We often think of behaviour management in terms
of dealing with challenging behaviour, but Dr Rogers begins by looking at classroom organisation
and whole-class strategies. Alongside the theory, he provides examples that create a much deeper
understanding of exactly what works and what doesn’t. - Special magazine

inappropriate teacher student relationships: 25 Biggest Mistakes Teachers Make and
How to Avoid Them Carolyn Orange, 2014-11-18 Avoid common teaching mistakes and acquire
positive strategies and approaches! All teachers make mistakes, but when those missteps involve
students, they can have negative effects for years to come. This second edition of the bestseller by
Carolyn Orange offers reflective scenarios and insights to help teachers learn from examples of
undesirable teaching techniques and find better ways to address challenging or stressful classroom
situations. 25 Biggest Mistakes Teachers Make and How to Avoid Them, Second Edition, includes
newly updated scenarios containing real student voices and teacher vignettes, as well as the
author's prescriptions for better solutions. Drawn from many years of teaching experience, each
prescription is aligned with sound educational theory and provides a dash of humor to help the
solution stick. The book is organized into six sections, covering: * Discipline * Teacher-student
relations ¢ Classroom policy and practices * Classroom management and instruction ¢ Personality
and professionalism ¢ Teaching style and behavior Excellent for staff development workshops and
seminars, preservice and inservice teachers, and teacher leaders and mentors, this book’s real-life
examples offer valuable professional lessons while helping teachers better understand the responses
and feelings of their students.

inappropriate teacher student relationships: Social Media Wellness Ana Homayoun,
2017-07-27 Solutions for navigating an ever-changing social media world Today’s students face a
challenging paradox: the digital tools they need to complete their work are often the source of their
biggest distractions. Students can quickly become overwhelmed trying to manage the daily
confluence of online interactions with schoolwork, extracurricular activities, and family life. Written
by noted author and educator Ana Homayoun, Social Media Wellness is the first book to successfully
decode the new language of social media for parents and educators and provide pragmatic solutions
to help students: Manage distractions Focus and prioritize Improve time-management Become more
organized and boost productivity Decrease stress and build empathy With fresh insights and a
solutions-oriented perspective, this crucial guide will help parents, educators and students work
together to promote healthy socialization, effective self-regulation, and overall safety and wellness.
Ana Homayoun has written the very book I've yearned for, a must-read for teachers and parents. I
have been recommending Ana’s work for years, but Social Media Wellness is her best yet; a
thorough, well-researched and eloquent resource for parents and teachers seeking guidance about
how to help children navigate the treacherous, ever-changing waters of social media and the digital
world. —Jessica Lahey, New York Times Bestselling Author of The Gift of Failure This is the book
I've been waiting for. Ana Homayoun gives concrete strategies for parents to talk with their teens
without using judgment and fear as tools. This is a guidebook you can pick up at anytime, and which
your teen can read, too. I'll be recommending it to everyone I know. —Rachel Simmons, New York
Times Bestselling Author of The Curse of the Good Girl Read About Ana Homayoun in the news:
NYTimes, The Secret Social Media Lives of Teenagers Pacific Standard, Holier Than Thou IPO:
Snapchat and Effective Parenting Parenttoolkit.com, Emojis, Streaks, Stories, and Scores: What
Parents Need to Know About Snapchat Los Angeles Review of Books, Life and Death 2.0: When Your



Grandmother Dies Online

inappropriate teacher student relationships: Attachment Theory and the Teacher-Student
Relationship Philip Riley, 2010-09-13 Explains how adult attachment theory offers different ways to
examine professional teaching relationships, classroom management and collegial harmony. This
book highlights the key aspects of teacher-student relationships that teachers and teacher educators
should know.

inappropriate teacher student relationships: Excelling with Autism Brenda Smith Myles,
Kerry Mataya, Hollis Shaffer, 2018-04-02 Excelling with Autism: Obtaining Critical Mass Using
Deliberate Practice introduces a new way to optimize the progress of learners with ASD. Reaching
critical mass helps learners apply information in new ways spontaneous generalization. This book is
about doing things differently to positively impact individuals on the spectrum by supporting the
development of critical mass in areas that are necessary for successful functioning in home, work,
and community using the research-based elements of deliberate practice. In this book, the four
elements of deliberate practice -- developing specific goals, ensuring focus, moving out of the
comfort zone, and communicating outcomes -- are applied to teaching social, communication, and
daily living skills. Critical mass and the related science of deliberate practice will change the life
course of individuals with ASD. Incorporating the elements of deliberate practice is a critical step
toward helping individuals with ASD to reach their unlimited potential.

inappropriate teacher student relationships: After 3PM Kurt Michael Brundage, 2018-01-09
Across the United States, almost daily, a news story is reported about another teacher who was
recently arrested for having an inappropriate relationship with a student. And every time, principals
across the country do exactly the same thing: absolutely nothing. After 3PM is an exploration of this
damaging epidemic within the school systems — asking the question: “Why do teachers have
unlawful relationships with students?” ...by a teacher who did.

inappropriate teacher student relationships: Policy and Practice in Multicultural and
Anti-Racist Education Peter Foster, 2019-08-13 This fascinating case study, first published in 1990,
of how policies work out in a real school setting is placed in the context of the wider debate about
multi-cultural, anti-racist education. This book also makes suggestions for the shaping of future
policy. This book should be of interest to lecturers and students of education and sociology.

inappropriate teacher student relationships: Law and Ethics for Australian Teachers
Mark Butlin, Noeleen McNamara, Kerrie Anglin, 2021-06-28 Provides an overview of the
professional, legal and ethical issues teachers may encounter in the classroom and the school.

inappropriate teacher student relationships: The Oxford Handbook of School
Psychology Melissa A. Bray, Thomas J. Kehle, 2011-02-18 The Oxford Handbook of School
Psychology focuses on significant issues, new developments, and scientific findings that influence
current research and practice in the ever-growing field of school psychology. Additional sections
discuss building a cumulative knowledge base to better facilitate students' academic, social, and
personal competencies, including the promotion of positive mental health and subjective well-being.

inappropriate teacher student relationships: Student-Teacher Relationship Quality
Research: Past, Present and Future Matteo Angelo Fabris, Karine Verschueren, Debora Roorda,
Claudio Longobardi, 2022-11-24

inappropriate teacher student relationships: Highlights in Educational Psychology:
Teacher-student Relationship Claudio Longobardi, Alberto Crescentini, Elisabetta Sagone,
2024-12-16 We are pleased to introduce the collection Frontiers in Psychology -Highlights in
Educational Psychology: Teacher-student Relationship. This collection will welcome and showcase a
selection of articles about this timely topic, authored by leaders in the field. The work presented
here highlights the broad diversity of research performed across education and aims to put a
spotlight on the main areas of interest.

inappropriate teacher student relationships: Research Anthology on Racial Equity,
Identity, and Privilege Management Association, Information Resources, 2022-01-14 Past injustice
against racial groups rings out throughout history and negatively affects today’s society. Not only do




people hold onto negative perceptions, but government processes and laws have remnants of these
past ideas that impact people today. To enact change and promote justice, it is essential to recognize
the generational trauma experienced by these groups. The Research Anthology on Racial Equity,
Identity, and Privilege analyzes the impact that past racial inequality has on society today. This book
discusses the barriers that were created throughout history and the ways to overcome them and heal
as a community. Covering topics such as critical race theory, transformative change, and
intergenerational trauma, this three-volume comprehensive major reference work is a dynamic
resource for sociologists, community leaders, government officials, policymakers, education
administration, preservice teachers, students and professors of higher education, justice advocates,
researchers, and academicians.

inappropriate teacher student relationships: Routledge International Handbook of Social
Psychology of the Classroom Christine M. Rubie-Davies, Jason M. Stephens, Penelope Watson,
2015-05-22 The Routledge International Handbook of Social Psychology of the Classroom presents
the first comprehensive and integrated compilation of theory and research on topics related to the
social cohesion of the classroom. Many of these topics have been studied independently; for
example, motivation, self-concept, class management, class climate, and teacher expectations are
generally studied separately by different groups of researchers. This handbook brings the evidence
from different fields in social psychological classroom research together in one place for the first
time to explore how these topics relate and how each factor influences students and their learning.
With chapters by established international leaders in their fields, as well as emerging new talent,
this handbook offers cutting edge research and surveys the state of the art in the social psychology
of the classroom. Major areas covered include: Motivation Belief, self-concept, and personality
Emotional engagement Teacher-student relationships Teacher expectation Classroom management
Culture and identity The Routledge International Handbook of Social Psychology of the Classroom
provides a review of current theories related to the social psychology of the classroom, including
how these theories apply to classrooms and learners. Current evidence clearly shows that areas
explored by social psychology - and brought together for the first time in this volume - can have a
very significant impact on classroom learning and student achievement (J. Hattie, Visible Learning:
A Synthesis of over 800 Meta-Analyses Relating to Achievement, Routledge 2009). This handbook is
a must for all academics whose research relates to the social psychology of the classroom. It is also
an invaluable resource for teachers and teacher education students who want to understand why
they are effective instructors and yet still encounter students in their classes who are not responding
as expected.

inappropriate teacher student relationships: The Role of Teacher Interpersonal Variables in
Students’ Academic Engagement, Success, and Motivation Ali Derakhshan, Reza Pishghadam, Anna
Mystkowska-Wiertelak, 2022-07-05

inappropriate teacher student relationships: How To Fight, Lie, and Cry Your Way to
Popularity and a Prom Date Nikki Roddy, 2011-08-01 Teen movies are a tremendous part of our
culture. But does anyone really look at what these films are teaching us? Do black leather pants
really lead to instant popularity (as they do for Sandy in Grease)? Should you really stalk a girl to
win her over (as Lloyd Dobler does in Say Anything)? And if you steal your dad's car and solicit a
prostitute (like Joel in Risky Business), will you really get into an Ivy League school? This hilarious
read offers synopses from 50 classic teen movies and brings to light all the brilliant (well, maybe
not) advice offered up in each one. Includes quotes and quizzes.

inappropriate teacher student relationships: The Palgrave Handbook of Education Law
for Schools Karen Trimmer, Roselyn Dixon, Yvonne S. Findlay, 2018-06-30 This Handbook examines
the essential nature of the law within an educational context and asks why there is not greater
preparation for this aspect of a teacher’s role. Principals and teachers across the world now work in
increasingly uncertain and challenging environments involving complex legislative frameworks, with
their roles and responsibilities constantly changing to meet these demands: thus, it is imperative
that educators adapt and acquire new skills relating to child protection and criminal law. On a daily



basis, teachers and practitioners are being challenged to critically examine and evaluate the legal
rights and obligations of various stakeholders, including students, parents, educators and
administrators. However, if these skills are not developed, the implications will be significant:
particularly so if principals are deterred from pursuing innovative education strategies due to
potential litigation risks. Consequently, the chapters will empower principals and teachers in the
management of these concerns. This wide-ranging handbook, including case studies from around the
world, will be of interest and value to both scholars of education law and practitioners.

inappropriate teacher student relationships: From Exclusion to Excellence Michal Razer,
Victor J. Friedman, 2017-01-28 The authors draw on their 30 years of action-research activities
helping educators provide a meaningful education to at-risk/excluded students. They explain how
teacher well-being is a precondition for building the sorts of relationships that enable excluded
students to learn. They present in detail four concrete skills (non-abandonment, reframing,
connecting conversation, and emphatic limit-setting) for reaching children and at the same time
strengthening educators’ emotional resilience and professional pride. They address how schools can
rethink and reshape the way they relate to parents of excluded children, so as to allow both sides to
trust and empower each other. If you are a teacher, this book will help you make sense of the
difficulties you face daily and provide you with reliable methods for working more effectively. If you
are a principal or policymaker, it will show how the road to excellence begins with inclusion, and
with providing teachers the kind of support that enables them to succeed. I am not an education
expert, but you don’t have to be to want to implement the conclusions that Michal Razer and Victor
J. Friedman make about schools to societies as a whole. To produce a successful school serving the
needs of all of its students, you need to focus—before passing out any curriculum or teaching any
classes—on building that elusive thing called “trust”, or what the authors call “inclusion”. When
there is trust in the classroom, when every student believes that they and their aspirations matter to
a teacher, everything is possible and everything is easier—the most difficult students become more
educable and inspired and take more ownership over their success—and the best students soar even
higher. This book should be read by teachers, parents and politicians alike, because its incisive
recommendations for building more successful schools apply just as much to families and
parliaments. - Thomas L. Friedman, New York Times columnist /div
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