
indian words in english language

indian words in english language have played a significant role in enriching the vocabulary of English

over the centuries. As a result of historical interactions, trade, colonization, and cultural exchange,

numerous Indian-origin words have found their way into everyday English usage. These words reflect

diverse aspects of Indian culture, geography, cuisine, and society, making them an integral part of the

global English lexicon. Exploring the origin and meaning of these words offers fascinating insights into

the cultural fusion between India and English-speaking communities. This article delves into the

history, categories, and examples of Indian words in English language, illustrating their impact and

continuing relevance. The following sections will guide readers through the background, notable words,

and their usage in modern English.

Historical Background of Indian Words in English Language

Categories of Indian Words Adopted into English

Common Indian Words in English and Their Meanings

Influence of Indian Words on English Vocabulary and Culture

Challenges and Misinterpretations of Indian Words in English

Historical Background of Indian Words in English Language

The integration of Indian words into the English language dates back to the period of British colonial

rule in India, which lasted from the 17th century until the mid-20th century. During this time, British

administrators, traders, and missionaries encountered numerous Indian languages, including Hindi,



Sanskrit, Tamil, Bengali, and others. Interaction with these languages led to the adoption of many

Indian terms into English, especially those describing unfamiliar items, concepts, foods, and cultural

practices. The English language gradually assimilated these words, often modifying their pronunciation

and spelling to suit English phonetics.

Colonial Influence and Language Exchange

British colonization facilitated extensive cultural and linguistic exchange, making India a significant

source of novel vocabulary for English. Words related to flora, fauna, food, clothing, and social

customs were commonly borrowed. The East India Company, which dominated trade between Britain

and India, was instrumental in introducing many Indian words to English speakers. Additionally, British

literature and scholarly works on India contributed to popularizing these terms globally.

Post-Colonial Continuation

Even after India's independence in 1947, Indian words continued to influence English, particularly

through diaspora communities, popular culture, and globalization. Indian cuisine, yoga, spirituality, and

technology have introduced new terms and popularized existing ones in English-speaking countries

worldwide.

Categories of Indian Words Adopted into English

Indian words in English language can be broadly categorized based on their origin and usage. These

categories reflect the wide range of cultural and linguistic influences from different regions of India.

Understanding these categories helps in appreciating the diversity and richness of Indian vocabulary

embedded in English.



Food and Culinary Terms

Many Indian culinary terms have been absorbed into English, reflecting the global popularity of Indian

cuisine. These words denote specific dishes, spices, and cooking methods unique to Indian

gastronomy.

Flora and Fauna

English has borrowed several names of plants, animals, and natural phenomena native to India. These

terms often describe species unfamiliar to Europeans before contact with India.

Clothing and Textiles

Traditional Indian garments and textile-related terms have entered English to describe distinctive

clothing items and fabrics.

Social and Cultural Terms

Words related to Indian social structures, religious practices, and cultural concepts have been adopted

into English, enriching its expression of these ideas.

Miscellaneous Terms

This category includes words that do not fit neatly into the above groups but have Indian origins,

including terms related to geography, everyday objects, and administrative titles.



Common Indian Words in English and Their Meanings

A number of Indian words have become commonplace in English, often without speakers realizing

their origin. Below is a selection of widely recognized Indian words along with their definitions and

context of use.

Examples of Indian Words in English

Jungle: Originally from the Hindi word jangal, meaning forest or wilderness.

Pajamas: Derived from the Hindi and Urdu pāyjāma, referring to loose trousers tied at the waist.

Shampoo: Comes from the Hindi chāmpo, meaning to massage or knead.

Bungalow: Taken from the Hindi banglā, meaning a type of single-story house.

Loot: From Hindi lūṭ, meaning to steal or plunder.

Thug: Originates from the Hindi thag, meaning a swindler or thief.

Cashmere: Named after the Kashmir region, referring to fine wool from that area.

Guru: From Sanskrit, meaning a teacher or spiritual guide.

Avatar: Sanskrit origin, meaning the incarnation or manifestation of a deity.

Bandana: Derived from Hindi bāndhnā, meaning to tie, referring to a type of colorful scarf.



Influence of Indian Words on English Vocabulary and Culture

The adoption of Indian words into English has had a lasting impact on vocabulary and cultural

perceptions. These terms have facilitated communication about Indian customs and concepts while

also enriching English with new expressions and ideas. The influence extends beyond language,

affecting literature, cuisine, fashion, and spiritual discourse in English-speaking societies.

Contribution to English Lexicon

Indian words have introduced unique concepts and objects that had no direct English equivalents, thus

expanding the expressive capacity of the language. Many of these terms are now standard in English

dictionaries and everyday usage.

Cultural Exchange and Awareness

The presence of Indian words in English promotes cultural awareness and appreciation. It reflects

historical ties and ongoing interactions between India and the English-speaking world, encouraging

cross-cultural understanding.

Global Spread through Media and Diaspora

Indian communities worldwide and the global popularity of Indian culture, including Bollywood and

yoga, have further popularized Indian-origin words in international English usage.

Challenges and Misinterpretations of Indian Words in English

While Indian words have enriched English, their adoption has sometimes led to challenges, including

mispronunciation, altered meanings, and cultural misunderstandings. These issues highlight the

complexities of language borrowing and adaptation.



Pronunciation and Spelling Variations

Many Indian words have been anglicized, resulting in pronunciation and spelling that differ significantly

from their original forms. This can obscure their Indian origins and sometimes cause confusion.

Semantic Shifts and Usage Differences

Some Indian words in English have undergone changes in meaning or usage compared to their

original context. For example, the word thug in English broadly means a violent criminal, while in India

it historically referred to a member of a specific group.

Cultural Sensitivity and Respect

Awareness of the cultural significance of Indian words is essential to avoid stereotypes or insensitive

usage. Proper understanding fosters respect for the source culture and promotes accurate

communication.

Summary List of Challenges

Anglicized spelling and pronunciation

Loss or change of original meaning

Potential cultural misinterpretation

Lack of awareness of origins by English speakers



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common Indian words used in the English language?

Common Indian words used in English include 'pyjamas', 'bungalow', 'chai', 'guru', 'pundit', 'loot', and

'thug'.

How did Indian words enter the English language?

Indian words entered English primarily during the British colonial period in India, when British

administrators, traders, and missionaries adopted local terms for unfamiliar concepts, objects, and

cultural practices.

What is the origin of the word 'bungalow' in English?

The word 'bungalow' comes from the Hindi word 'bangla', referring to a type of house built in the

Bengal style, which was adopted into English during the British colonial era.

Why is the word 'pyjamas' of Indian origin?

'Pyjamas' originates from the Hindi and Urdu word 'pāyjāma', meaning 'leg garment', which was

introduced to English through British contact with India.

Are there any Indian words in English related to food?

Yes, several Indian words related to food have entered English, such as 'curry', 'masala', 'chai' (tea),

and 'biryani'.

What does the word 'guru' mean, and how is it used in English?

Derived from Sanskrit, 'guru' means a spiritual teacher or guide. In English, it is used more broadly to

describe an expert or influential teacher in any field.



How has the word 'loot' evolved in English from its Indian origins?

The English word 'loot', meaning stolen goods or to rob, comes from the Hindi word 'lūt', which means

to plunder or steal, and was adopted during British rule in India.

Are Indian words commonly used in British or American English?

Indian words are more commonly found in British English due to historical ties, but many have also

been adopted into American English, especially those related to food and culture.

Can you name Indian-origin words in English that describe clothing?

Indian-origin words in English related to clothing include 'pyjamas', 'churidar', and 'bandana', all of

which have been borrowed from Indian languages.

Additional Resources

1. “From Curry to Pajamas: The Indian Roots of English Words”

This book explores the fascinating journey of Indian words that have entered the English language

through history, trade, and cultural exchange. It delves into the etymology of popular terms like "curry,"

"pajamas," and "bungalow," revealing their origins and how they evolved over time. Readers will gain

insight into the linguistic and cultural connections between India and the English-speaking world.

2. “Words of the Raj: Indian Influence on English Vocabulary”

Set against the backdrop of British colonial India, this book examines how the colonial era shaped the

English lexicon with Indian words. It highlights terms related to food, clothing, governance, and

everyday life that originated in India but became commonplace in English. The book also discusses

the social and historical contexts that facilitated this linguistic blending.

3. “Lingua Indica: Tracing Indian Words in English”

“Lingua Indica” is a comprehensive study of Indian loanwords in English, tracing their roots from

ancient Sanskrit, Hindi, Tamil, and other Indian languages. It offers detailed linguistic analysis and



examples of how these words have been adapted and used globally. The book is ideal for language

enthusiasts, historians, and anyone interested in the cross-cultural evolution of language.

4. “Spices and Speech: How Indian Words Flavor English”

This engaging book focuses on the culinary and cultural words borrowed from Indian languages into

English. It discusses how words like "masala," "chai," and "tandoori" have enriched English vocabulary,

reflecting India’s rich culinary heritage. The narrative also explores how these words have influenced

global food culture.

5. “Bungalow to Bandana: Everyday Indian Words in English”

Explore the Indian origins of common English words used in daily life through this accessible and

informative book. It covers a diverse range of words from architecture, clothing, and household items,

explaining their meanings and transformations. The book combines linguistic history with cultural

anecdotes to make the subject lively and relatable.

6. “Echoes of India: The Sanskrit Legacy in English”

This scholarly work investigates the deep influence of Sanskrit on the English language, particularly

through religious, philosophical, and scientific terminology. It traces how ancient Indian concepts made

their way into English discourse and continue to shape modern vocabulary. Readers will discover the

profound intellectual exchanges between Indian and Western traditions.

7. “Chai, Chutney, and Chat: Indian Words That Spiced Up English”

Focusing on the vibrant and colorful aspects of Indian culture, this book highlights words associated

with food, social customs, and daily interactions that have entered English. It provides fascinating

stories behind each word, illustrating the cultural significance and adaptation processes. Ideal for

readers interested in language, culture, and history.

8. “From Yoga to Jungle: Indian Words in English Usage”

This book covers a wide spectrum of Indian-origin words that have become an integral part of English,

from spiritual terms like "yoga" to natural world terms like "jungle." It explains their meanings and

traces their journey into English, showing how Indian culture and environment have influenced English



vocabulary. The book is richly illustrated with examples from literature and media.

9. “The Indian Lexicon: A Cultural and Linguistic Bridge”

“The Indian Lexicon” presents an in-depth exploration of Indian words that serve as bridges between

cultures through language. It highlights the historical, social, and linguistic factors that led to the

adoption of Indian terms in English. Through detailed case studies, the book reveals how language

fosters cross-cultural understanding and exchange.

Indian Words In English Language

Find other PDF articles:
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-009/Book?dataid=AUC30-2966&title=2003-ta
hoe-rear-window-washer-diagram.pdf

  indian words in english language: Indian Words in English G. Subba Rao, 1954
  indian words in english language: Indian Words in English Language: a Concise Dictionary
with Origins and Definitions Student World, 2017-01-12 Hundreds of worlds in English language
have been borrowed from Hindi, Urdu, and Sanskrit languages. Several of the Hindi and Urdu words
have originally come from Sanskrit. These words got included in the English lexicon without being
translated or altered, following almost the same sound and spelling. Several Hindi words entered
English during the British Raj in India. The borrowed words which entered English language from
India during the colonial period are called Anglo-Indian words.In this concise dictionary we have
included hundreds of Hindi words with their origins and their definitions.All the best
  indian words in english language: Indian Writing in English EduGorilla Prep Experts,
2024-09-25 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to
empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive
exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content
tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.
  indian words in english language: A Glossary of Colloquial Anglo-Indian Words And
Phrases A. C. Burnell, Henry Yule, 2018-10-24 Reprint of the second (1939) edition of the work that
is still the standard source-book of the Anglo-Indian language.
  indian words in english language: Semantics and Syntax Satya Deo Sharma, 1990
  indian words in english language: Indian English Raja Ram Mehrotra, 1998-03-15 Indian
English, or rather, the forms of English used in India, have long been a topic of interest for laymen
and scholars. For generations, the ‘exotic’ nature of the transplanted language was commented on,
often ridiculed as a matter of unintentional comic. It was only from the 1960s onwards that the local
forms of English were recognized for what they are — adaptations of the world language to local
needs, and varying to an enormous degree, depending on the speakers’ (and writers’) education and
the uses they make of the language. This acknowledgement came mainly from abroad (and still
does); Indians are much less willing to admit to the variation and its communicative functions in the
country. Therefore, standard English (if possible in its classical British form) is generally favoured,

https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-410/files?dataid=wou96-8740&title=indian-words-in-english-language.pdf
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-009/Book?dataid=AUC30-2966&title=2003-tahoe-rear-window-washer-diagram.pdf
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-009/Book?dataid=AUC30-2966&title=2003-tahoe-rear-window-washer-diagram.pdf


together with formal written uses often based on the stylistic models provided by English literature
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  indian words in english language: Keywords for Modern India Craig Jeffrey, John Harriss,
2014-08-28 What have English terms such as 'civil society', 'democracy', 'development' or
'nationalism' come to mean in an Indian context and how have their meanings and uses changed
over time? Why are they the subjects of so much debate - in their everyday uses as well as amongst
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These are the sorts of questions that are addressed in this book. Keywords for Modern India is
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Keywords, is not a dictionary or an encyclopaedia. Williams said that his was 'an inquiry into a
vocabulary', and Keywords for Modern India presents just such an inquiry into the vocabulary
deployed in writing in and about India in the English language - which has long been and is
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readers.



  indian words in english language: The Cambridge History of the English Language: English
in North America Richard M. Hogg, Norman Francis Blake, John Algeo, R. W. Burchfield, 1992 The
volumes of The Cambridge history of the English language reflect the spread of English from its
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overview of how archaeology, genes, and language can be combined to shed light on the human
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linguistics, The Oxford Handbook of Archaeology and Language sets the agenda for future research
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