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indian education by sherman alexie is a poignant and thought-provoking short
story that delves into the experiences of Native American students within the
American education system. Written by Sherman Alexie, a prominent Native
American author, this narrative captures the challenges, stereotypes, and
cultural conflicts faced by Indigenous youth in schools. The story blends
humor with harsh realities, offering readers a unique perspective on
identity, assimilation, and resilience. This article explores the themes,
literary devices, and cultural significance of "Indian Education," providing
a comprehensive analysis for students, educators, and literary enthusiasts
interested in Native American literature. The discussion also includes an
overview of Sherman Alexie’s background and his impact on contemporary
literature. Below is a detailed table of contents guiding the exploration of
these topics.
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Overview of Indian Education by Sherman Alexie

"Indian Education" is a short story from Sherman Alexie's collection titled
The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven, first published in 1993. The
story is structured as a series of vignettes, each representing a grade from
first through twelfth, chronicling the narrator’s schooling experience as a
Native American boy on the Spokane Indian Reservation and in off-reservation
schools. Through these snapshots, Alexie illustrates the systemic racism,
cultural misunderstandings, and personal struggles that define the
protagonist's education journey.

The story begins with innocent, sometimes humorous memories of early grades
and gradually shifts to more serious and painful experiences as the narrator
grows older. Alexie’s narrative voice is candid and often sarcastic, which
helps to underscore the absurdities and injustices faced by Native American
students in predominantly white educational institutions. The episodic
structure allows readers to see the cumulative effect of discrimination and
stereotyping on the narrator’s identity and self-esteem.



Themes in Indian Education

Indian Education by Sherman Alexie explores several critical themes that
reflect the complex realities of Native American life, particularly in
relation to education. These themes provide a framework to understand the
narrative’s deeper social and cultural commentary.

Racism and Stereotyping

The story vividly portrays the pervasive racism and stereotyping that Native
American students encounter. From teachers who expect failure to classmates
who mock Indigenous identity, the narrator faces constant prejudice. Alexie
exposes how these attitudes damage students’ self-worth and limit their
opportunities for success.

Identity and Assimilation

The conflict between maintaining Indigenous cultural identity and
assimilating into mainstream American society is central to the story. The
narrator struggles with the pressure to conform to non-Native expectations
while preserving his heritage. This theme highlights the broader historical
context of Native American assimilation policies and their ongoing impact.

Resilience and Survival

Despite the hardships, the narrator demonstrates resilience and determination
to survive and succeed. The story celebrates the strength of Native American
youth who navigate hostile environments while holding onto their identity and
dreams. This theme underscores the importance of hope and perseverance.

Educational Inequality

Alexie critiques the systemic educational inequalities that affect Native
American communities. The story illustrates how underfunded schools, low
expectations, and cultural misunderstandings contribute to a cycle of
disadvantage. This theme calls attention to the need for educational reform
and culturally responsive teaching.

Racism and Stereotyping



Identity and Assimilation

Resilience and Survival

Educational Inequality

Literary Devices and Style

Sherman Alexie employs a variety of literary techniques in Indian Education
to enhance the narrative’s impact and engage readers effectively. His
distinctive style combines humor, irony, and stark realism to depict complex
issues with clarity and emotional depth.

Structure and Form

The story’s episodic structure, organized by school grade levels, allows
Alexie to present a chronological progression of the narrator’s experiences.
This format emphasizes the cumulative nature of the challenges faced and
creates a rhythm that balances lighthearted moments with serious commentary.

Use of Irony and Humor

Despite the heavy themes, Alexie’s use of irony and humor provides a coping
mechanism for the narrator and a means to critique societal injustices. This
approach makes the story accessible while highlighting the absurdity of
racism and discrimination.

Symbolism and Imagery

Throughout Indian Education, Alexie uses symbolic language and vivid imagery
to evoke the emotional landscape of the narrator. For example, references to
physical injuries, academic failures, and social interactions symbolize
deeper wounds caused by cultural alienation and prejudice.

Voice and Perspective

The first-person narrative voice is authentic and conversational, allowing
readers to connect intimately with the protagonist’s thoughts and feelings.



Alexie’s perspective as a Native American author adds credibility and
insight, enriching the story’s cultural context.

Sherman Alexie’s Biography and Influence

Sherman Alexie is a critically acclaimed Native American writer known for his
poetry, fiction, and screenplays that explore Indigenous identity and
contemporary Native American life. Born in 1966 on the Spokane Indian
Reservation in Washington State, Alexie draws heavily on his personal
experiences in his work. His writing often addresses themes such as poverty,
alcoholism, cultural survival, and the legacy of colonialism.

Alexie’s literary contributions have significantly shaped Native American
literature and brought greater visibility to Indigenous voices in mainstream
American culture. His works, including Indian Education, have been widely
studied in academic settings and have inspired discussions about
representation, cultural authenticity, and social justice. Alexie’s ability
to blend humor with serious social critique has earned him numerous awards
and a lasting reputation as a leading figure in contemporary literature.

Notable Works

The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven (1993)

Reservation Blues (1995)

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian (2007)

War Dances (2009)

Contributions to Native American Literature

Alexie’s storytelling challenges stereotypes and offers nuanced portrayals of
Native American experiences. His work has opened doors for other Indigenous
authors and has been instrumental in expanding the literary canon to include
diverse perspectives.



Cultural Significance and Impact

Indian Education by Sherman Alexie holds substantial cultural significance as
it sheds light on the educational and social challenges faced by Native
American communities. The story has become an essential text in discussions
about multicultural education, Indigenous rights, and cultural preservation.

Educational Awareness

The story is frequently used in classrooms to raise awareness about the
historical and ongoing effects of colonization on Native American education.
It encourages critical reflection on how education systems can either oppress
or empower marginalized groups.

Representation and Voice

By centering Native American perspectives, Alexie provides representation for
a community often marginalized in literature and media. Indian Education
amplifies Indigenous voices and contributes to a broader understanding of
cultural diversity in America.

Inspiration for Social Change

The narrative’s frank depiction of inequality and resilience inspires
dialogue about social justice and the need for policy reforms. It highlights
the importance of culturally relevant curricula and supportive educational
environments for Native American students.

Promotes multicultural education

Enhances Native American representation

Encourages social justice discussions

Supports cultural preservation efforts



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Indian Education' by
Sherman Alexie?
'Indian Education' explores themes of identity, racism, and the struggles of
Native American students within the American education system.

Who is the narrator in 'Indian Education'?
The narrator is a Native American boy named Victor who recounts his
experiences through each grade in school.

How does Sherman Alexie portray the education system
in 'Indian Education'?
Alexie portrays the education system as largely oppressive and discriminatory
towards Native American students, highlighting systemic racism and cultural
misunderstandings.

What literary style is used in 'Indian Education'?
'Indian Education' uses a vignette-style narrative, with short, episodic
sections representing each grade from first to twelfth.

How does 'Indian Education' reflect Sherman Alexie's
own experiences?
The story is semi-autobiographical, reflecting Alexie's own struggles growing
up as a Native American student facing prejudice and cultural challenges.

What is the significance of the title 'Indian
Education'?
The title highlights the focus on the education of Native American children
and critiques the systemic issues within that education.

How does the story depict the relationship between
Native American identity and education?
'Indian Education' shows a complex relationship where education often
conflicts with cultural identity but also offers a path to empowerment.

Are there any moments of hope or resilience in



'Indian Education'?
Yes, despite challenges, Victor's journey shows moments of personal growth,
resilience, and eventual success, emphasizing hope.

What role does humor play in 'Indian Education'?
Humor is used by Alexie to cope with pain and critique serious issues, making
the story both poignant and accessible.

Why is 'Indian Education' important for
understanding Native American experiences?
'Indian Education' provides insight into the systemic challenges Native
Americans face in education, fostering awareness and empathy.

Additional Resources
Sherman Alexie is a renowned Native American author known for his works that
explore Native American identity, culture, and experiences. However, he is
not specifically known for books related to Indian education in the context
of India. Instead, his works often touch upon Native American education and
the challenges faced by Indigenous communities in the U.S.

Here is a list of 9 notable works by Sherman Alexie that relate to Native
American education and experiences, along with brief descriptions:

1. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
This semi-autobiographical novel follows Junior, a Native American teenager
who transfers from his reservation school to an all-white high school. The
book explores themes of identity, poverty, friendship, and the struggle for a
better education. It highlights the challenges Native students face within
and outside their communities.

2. Indian Education
A collection of short stories that recount the experiences of a Native
American boy growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. The stories detail
the educational system’s impact on Native children, addressing issues such as
racism, cultural conflict, and resilience. It provides a raw and honest look
at the trials of Native American students.

3. The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven
This linked collection of short stories delves into the lives of Native
Americans in the Pacific Northwest, addressing identity, history, and
cultural survival. Though not solely focused on education, it portrays the
social and educational struggles of Indigenous people. The stories explore
how education affects personal and communal identity.

4. Reservation Blues



A novel about a group of Native American musicians trying to find success
beyond their reservation. The book touches on education indirectly by
portraying characters’ backgrounds and the systemic barriers they face. It
reflects on the broader social issues including those related to schooling
and cultural preservation.

5. War Dances
A collection of poems and short stories that examine Native American life,
including themes of family, culture, and education. Alexie’s sharp wit and
poignant insights provide a multifaceted view of Native experiences,
including the impact of education on self-worth and identity. The work
highlights the complexities of growing up Native in America.

6. Flight
This novel follows a troubled Native American teenager who embarks on a
journey through historical moments and identities. Education is a subtle
theme as the protagonist grapples with understanding his heritage and place
in the world. The book addresses how history and education shape personal
growth.

7. The Toughest Indian in the World
A collection of short stories exploring contemporary Native American life,
including the challenges of cultural assimilation and education. Alexie’s
stories reveal the tension between traditional values and modern educational
opportunities. The narratives often highlight the struggle for cultural
survival within educational contexts.

8. The Business of Fancydancing
This novel centers on an educated Native American poet returning to his
reservation, confronting issues of identity and education. It contrasts
formal education with cultural knowledge, showing the protagonist’s internal
conflict. The book explores the complexities of navigating two worlds.

9. One Stick Song
A collection of poems that reflect on Native American heritage, history, and
contemporary life. Education emerges through themes of storytelling and the
passing down of knowledge. Alexie uses poetry to emphasize the importance of
cultural education and remembrance.

These titles by Sherman Alexie provide insight into Native American
educational experiences and the broader cultural contexts that shape them.

Indian Education By Sherman Alexie
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  indian education by sherman alexie: Understanding Sherman Alexie Daniel Grassian,
2005 In this first book-length examination of Native American poet, novelist, filmmaker, and short
story writer Sherman Alexie, Daniel Grassian offers a comprehensive look at a writer immersed in
traditional Native American, as well as mainstream American, culture. Grassian explores Alexie¿s
ability to counteract lingering stereotypes of Native Americans, his challenges to the dominant
American history, and his suspicion of the New Age movement.
  indian education by sherman alexie: Indian Education for All John P. Hopkins, 2020 John P.
Hopkins critiques recent efforts to reform Indigenous education in public schools. He centers his
critique on Montana State’s innovative and bold multicultural education policy called Indian
Education for All (IEFA), and demonstrates why Indigenous education reforms must decolonize the
curriculum and pedagogy to address the academic inequalities facing Native students. Using tribal
critical race theory and culturally sustaining and revitalizing pedagogy, Indian Education for All
proposes a shift in the ways teacher candidates learn about Indigenous education and instruct
Native students. It explains why teachers and schools need to privilege Indigenous knowledge and
explicitly integrate decolonization concepts into teaching and learning to address the academic gaps
in Native education. This book will also help non-Native educators to engage in productive and
authentic conversations with tribal communities about what Indigenous education reform should
entail. “A must-read for educational justice across Indian Country.” —K. Tsianina Lomawaima,
School of Social Transformation, Arizona State University “This important, highly accessible book
provides a needed shift in stance whereby anti-colonialism becomes a vital education project for all.”
—Teresa L. McCarty, GF Kneller Chair in Education and Anthropology, University of California, Los
Angeles “Hopkins offers important insights into the problems of paradigms of inclusion as an
approach to educational policy change.” —Megan Bang, Northwestern University
  indian education by sherman alexie: American Indian Education Matthew L. M. Fletcher,
2010-04-15 America Indian culture and traditions have survived an unusual amount of oppressive
federal and state educational policies intended to assimilate Indian people and destroy their cultures
and languages. Yet, Indian culture, traditions, and people often continue to be treated as objects in
the classroom and in the curriculum. Using a critical race theory framework and a unique
counternarrative methodology, American Indian Education explores a host of modern educational
issues facing American Indian peoples—from the impact of Indian sports mascots on students and
communities, to the uses and abuses of law that often never reach a courtroom, and the
intergenerational impacts of American Indian education policy on Indian children today. By
interweaving empirical research with accessible composite narratives, Matthew Fletcher breaches
the gap between solid educational policy and the on-the-ground reality of Indian students,
highlighting the challenges faced by American Indian students and paving the way for an honest
discussion about solutions.
  indian education by sherman alexie: Journal of American Indian Education , 2015
  indian education by sherman alexie: American Indian Workforce Education Carsten
Schmidtke, 2016-03-10 In this collection of original essays, contributors critically examine the
pedagogical, administrative, financial, economic, and cultural contexts of American Indian vocational
education and workforce development, identifying trends and issues for future research in the fields
of vocational education, workforce development, and American Indian studies.
  indian education by sherman alexie: The Broadview Anthology of Expository Prose - Third
Edition Laura Buzzard, Don LePan, Nora Ruddock, Alexandria Stuart, 2016-08-29 The third edition
of this anthology has been substantially revised and updated for a contemporary American audience;
a selection of classic essays from earlier eras has been retained, but the emphasis is very much on
twenty-first-century expository writing. Works of different lengths and levels of difficulty are
represented, as are narrative, descriptive and persuasive essays—and, new to this edition, lyric
essays. For the new edition there are also considerably more short pieces than ever before; a
number of op-ed pieces are included, as are pieces from blogs and from online news sources. The



representation of academic writing from several disciplines has been increased—and in some cases
the anthology also includes news reports presenting the results of academic research to a general
audience. Also new to this edition are essays from a wide range of the most celebrated essayists of
the modern era—from James Baldwin, Susan Sontag, Joan Didion, and Annie Dillard to Eula Biss and
Ta-Nehisi Coates. The anthology remains broad in its thematic coverage, but certain themes receive
special emphasis—notably, issues of race, class, and culture in twenty-first century America. For the
new edition the headnotes have been expanded, providing students with more information as to the
context in which each piece was written. Questions and suggestions for discussion have been moved
online to the instructor website.
  indian education by sherman alexie: Sherman Alexie Jeff Berglund, Jan Roush, 2011-10-31
A collection of critical essays on the writing and films of American Indian author Sherman Alexie.
  indian education by sherman alexie: The Broadview Anthology of Expository Prose - Third
Canadian Edition Laura Buzzard, Don LePan, Nora Ruddock, Alexandria Stuart, 2017-08-08 The
third Canadian edition of this anthology has been substantially revised and updated for a
contemporary audience; a selection of classic essays from earlier eras has been retained, but the
emphasis is very much on twenty-first-century expository writing. There is also a focus on issues of
great importance in twenty-first-century Canada, such as climate change, the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, the Jian Ghomeshi trial, Facebook, police discrimination, trans rights,
and postsecondary education in the humanities. Works of different lengths and levels of difficulty are
represented, as are narrative, descriptive and persuasive essays—and, new to this edition, lyric
essays. For the new edition there are also considerably more short pieces than ever before; a
number of op-ed pieces are included, as are pieces from blogs and from online news sources. The
representation of academic writing from several disciplines has been increased—and in some cases
the anthology also includes news reports presenting the results of academic research to a general
audience. Also new to this edition are essays from a wide range of the most celebrated prose writers
of the modern era—from Susan Sontag, Eula Biss, and Michel Foucault to Anne Carson and
Ta-Nehisi Coates. The anthology also offers increased diversity of representation—including, for
example, a larger proportion of First Nations writers and women writers than previous Canadian
editions. Unobtrusive explanatory notes appear at the bottom of the page, and each selection is
preceded by a headnote that provides students with information regarding the context in which the
piece was written. Each reading is also followed by questions for discussion. A unique feature is the
inclusion of a set of additional notes on the anthology’s companion website—notes designed to be of
particular help to EAL students and/or students who have little familiarity with Canadian culture.
The anthology is accompanied by two companion websites. The student website features additional
readings and interactive writing exercises (as well as the additional notes). The instructor website
provides additional discussion questions and, for a number of the anthology selections, background
information that may be of interest.
  indian education by sherman alexie: A Cultural History of Education in the Modern Age
Judith Harford, Tom O’Donoghue, 2023-04-20 A Cultural History of Education in the Modern Age
presents essays that examine the following key themes of the period: church, religion and morality;
knowledge, media and communications; children and childhood; family, community and sociability;
learners and learning; teachers and teaching; literacies; and life histories. The twentieth century
brought profound and far-reaching changes to education systems globally in response to significant
social, economic, and political transformation. This volume draws together work from leading
historians of education to present a tapestry of seminal and enduring themes that characterize the
many educational developments since 1920. An essential resource for researchers, scholars, and
students in history, literature, culture, and education.
  indian education by sherman alexie: A Study Guide for Sherman Alexie's "The Lone
Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for
Sherman Alexie's The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author



biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
  indian education by sherman alexie: Warm Springs Millennium Michael Baughman,
Charlotte Hadella, 2010-01-01 Established in 1855 on an area one-fifteenth the size of the lands
relinquished in return for it, the Warm Springs Reservation in north central Oregon is home to some
3,600 Warm Springs, Wasco, and Paiute Indians, half of whom are under twenty. This book seeks to
understand the reservation's inhabitants as a viable people who are both visible and vocal as they
reflect on their daily lives, their struggles and successes, and their hopes for the future. Michael
Baughman and Charlotte Hadella present extended interviews with seven Indian and two non-Indian
members of the community. They discuss issues such as the difficulty of maintaining traditional
lifeways centered around hunting, fishing, and gathering; the disruptions caused by alcoholism and
diseases such as diabetes; and the need for culturally appropriate education for the young. The
authors frame the interviews with explanatory material that covers the reservation's history and
relations with white society and its efforts to transmit native languages and cultural traditions to its
children.
  indian education by sherman alexie: Twenty Writing Assignments in Context Melissa
Bender, Karma Waltonen, 2017-01-11 Twenty original, classroom-tested assignments: This
innovative collection of college writing assignments explores the practical applications of each
lesson. Drawing upon current best practices, each chapter includes a discussion of the rationale
behind the assignment, along with supplemental elements such as guidelines for evaluation,
prewriting exercises and tips for avoiding common pitfalls. The assignments are designed for a
range of courses, from first-year composition to upper-division writing in various disciplines.
  indian education by sherman alexie: American Tensions William Reichard, 2011-04-26 This
anthology of contemporary American poetry, short fiction, and nonfiction, explores issues of identity,
oppression, injustice, and social change. Living American writers produced each piece between 1980
and the present; works were selected based on literary merit and the manner in which they address
one or more pressing social issues. William Reichard has assembled some of the most respected
literary artists of our time, asking whose voices are ascendant, whose silenced, and why. The work
as a whole reveals shifting perspectives and the changing role of writing in the social justice arena
over the last few decades.
  indian education by sherman alexie: Teach Writing with Growth Mindset Sara Joy Hoeve,
2022-03-08 Set students up for a lifetime of writing success with activities and strategies for
supercharging creativity, supporting engagement, and boosting confidence in an easy-to-use
resource made just for busy teachers. Created for busy classroom teachers, this resource provides
classroom strategies and writing activities you can immediately adapt and integrate into any
classroom routine. Following a foreword by bestselling author of The Growth Mindset Coach Annie
Brock, each chapter provides new tips and tricks to transform the culture of a writing classroom and
convince students to finally let go of the “bad writer” label! Inside you’ll find: Writing exercises to
build confidence and skill Teaching tips for inspiring successful young writers Lesson plans for
integrating the growth mindset into your classroom And much more! This resource provides
teachers with both the research-based pedagogy and the specific growth mindset strategies to foster
positive writing identities in students of all ages. Let Teach Writing with Growth Mindset inspire you
to make positive change in your students!
  indian education by sherman alexie: Teaching Indigenous Students Jon Reyhner, 2015-04-29
Teaching Indigenous Students puts culturally based education squarely into practice. The volume,
edited and with an introduction by leading American Indian education scholar Jon Reyhner, brings
together new and dynamic research from established and emerging voices in the field of American
Indian and Indigenous education.
  indian education by sherman alexie: Be Honest Nínive Calegari, 2009-07-14 Students speak
up about American education in this book from 826 National, the celebrated tutoring center founded
by Dave Eggers and Nínive Calegari. This unique volume collects personal essays, letters, and



stories by dozens of high school students who were given the chance to speak their minds about
their own education. From letters to their teachers to essays and vignettes inspired by the works of
James Baldwin and Sherman Alexie, this collection of student writing contains startling insights for
educators, parents, and anyone invested in our future. Be Honest includes writing from students
across the country, of every ethnic group and financial bracket: A girl from an immigrant family is
put in an ESL class even though her English is fluent; an African American boy talks about the social
pressures that prevent him from asking his teacher for help; and a privileged private school student
describes his transition to public school—and reports that he was able to learn more with the
increased freedom it brought. The newest book from 826 National, the celebrated organization
founded by Dave Eggers and Nínive Calegari, coauthors of the bestselling Teachers Have It Easy—is
a much-needed addition to the current national conversation about our schools. “826 helps young
people learn that language can be play, that work can be joyful, and that they themselves can be the
inventors and caretakers of their world. I have seen it with my own eyes.” —Michael Chabon,
Pulitzer Prize–winning author of The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay
  indian education by sherman alexie: Indigenous Education W. James Jacob, Sheng Yao
Cheng, Maureen K. Porter, 2015-01-20 Indigenous Education is a compilation of conceptual chapters
and national case studies that includes empirical research based on a series of data collection
methods. The book provides up-to-date scholarly research on global trends on three issues of
paramount importance with indigenous education—language, culture, and identity. It also offers a
strategic comparative and international education policy statement on recent shifts in indigenous
education, and new approaches to explore, develop, and improve comparative education and policy
research globally. Contributing authors examine several social justice issues related to indigenous
education. In addition to case perspectives from 12 countries and global regions, the volume
includes five conceptual chapters on topics that influence indigenous education, including policy
debates, the media, the united nations, formal and informal education systems, and higher
education.
  indian education by sherman alexie: Children's Literature in Second Language Education
Janice Bland, Christiane Lütge, 2013-03-28 Bringing together leading scholars and teacher
educators from across the world, from Europe and the USA to Asia, this book presents the latest
research and new perspectives into the uses of children's literature in second language teaching for
children and young adults. Children's Literature in Second Language Education covers such topics
as extensive reading, creative writing in the language classroom, the use of picturebooks and
graphic novels in second language teaching and the potential of children's literature in promoting
intercultural education. The focus throughout the book is on creative approaches to language
teaching, from early years through to young adult learners, making this book an essential read for
those studying or embarking on second language teaching at all levels.
  indian education by sherman alexie: James Bay Cree Students and Higher Education
Christopher Darius Stonebanks, 2008-01-01 This book examines the continuing challenges of
lingering colonial cultural imperialism on the James Bay Cree, through an examination of the
relationship between Cree students and the current “mainstream higher education” system. Culture
shock and identity formation are central themes as the book investigates the uneven relationship
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous authority in North America, dispelling notions of living in a
“post-colonial” context. Well suited to a number of interests, such as Multiculturalism,
Native/Indigenous studies, Sociology, Curriculum Studies, Cultural Comparative Education,
Qualitative Research and more, readers will gain an understanding or simply benefit from a
confirmation and validation of the complexities regarding “Native education”.
  indian education by sherman alexie: The American Indian Mind in a Linear World Donald
Fixico, 2013-07-04 Currently, there are three approaches to studying American Indians: from how
white Americans approach Indian studies, from the dynamics or exchange of Indian-white relations
and from the Indian point of view. Donald Fixico, an American Indian, has been teaching and writing
history for a quarter of a century. This book is the direct result of his experience as a scholar who



'thinks like an Indian' in an academic environment created predominantly by non-Indian thinkers.
This book addresses current approaches to studying Native American traditional knowledge and
acknowledges an Indian intellectualism that has up until now been ignored in studying Native
American history. Written primarily from inside the Native world, but fully cognizant of the
American cultures outside of that world, his unique voice speaks to a need for understanding the
interior Native world: a world in which linear thinking is atypical and circularity is preferable.
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