
incongruity examples in literature
incongruity examples in literature demonstrate how authors use unexpected contrasts and
contradictions to create humor, emphasize themes, or provoke thought. Incongruity, a literary
device rooted in the clash between expectations and reality, plays a significant role in shaping
narratives and characterizations. Writers often employ incongruity to surprise readers, highlight
absurdities, or challenge conventional norms. This article explores various forms of incongruity
found in literature, including verbal, situational, and dramatic incongruity. Through detailed
examples from classic and contemporary works, readers gain insight into how incongruity enriches
storytelling and deepens understanding. Additionally, the article examines the functions and effects
of this device, illustrating its importance in literary analysis.
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Understanding Incongruity in Literature
Incongruity in literature refers to the presence of elements that are out of place or inconsistent with
their surroundings, leading to a clash between what is expected and what actually occurs. This
concept is closely linked to the broader theory of incongruity in humor and rhetoric, where surprise
and contradiction generate a cognitive shift in the audience. In literary contexts, incongruity often
emerges through contrasts in tone, character behavior, setting, or plot developments. Recognizing
incongruity examples in literature requires an understanding of narrative conventions and reader
expectations, as the effect depends on the disruption of these norms. This literary device serves
multiple purposes, from eliciting laughter to exposing social critique or deepening thematic
complexity.

Definition and Literary Context
In literary terms, incongruity occurs when there is a discrepancy between what is said and what is
meant, or between what happens and what seems appropriate. This can manifest as irony, paradox,
satire, or absurdity. These forms often overlap, but incongruity specifically focuses on the clash that
surprises or puzzles the reader. It is a powerful tool for engaging audiences and encouraging them
to question underlying assumptions.



Types of Incongruity in Literature
Several types of incongruity appear in literary texts, including:

Verbal incongruity: When language contradicts itself or the situation.

Situational incongruity: When the events or circumstances defy logical expectations.

Dramatic incongruity: When the audience knows critical information that characters do not.

Verbal Incongruity Examples in Literature
Verbal incongruity occurs when the words spoken are at odds with the context or expected meaning,
often resulting in irony or humor. This form of incongruity is frequently found in dialogue, narration,
or poetic expression, where language subverts conventional meaning to create surprise or highlight
contradictions.

Irony and Paradox as Verbal Incongruity
Irony is a classic example of verbal incongruity, where the literal meaning of words contrasts with
the intended meaning. Paradox also involves contradictory statements that reveal a deeper truth.
Both devices depend on incongruity to engage readers and provoke reflection.

Examples from Notable Literary Works
William Shakespeare’s plays offer numerous instances of verbal incongruity. In “Julius Caesar,”
Mark Antony’s famous speech contains verbal irony when he repeatedly calls Brutus “an honorable
man” while clearly undermining his honor. Similarly, Oscar Wilde’s “The Importance of Being
Earnest” abounds with paradoxical statements that reveal the absurdity of Victorian social norms.

Situational Incongruity in Literary Works
Situational incongruity arises when events unfold in unexpected or illogical ways, defying readers’
or characters’ expectations. This type of incongruity highlights the unpredictability of life or the
absurdity embedded within social structures and human behavior.

Unexpected Outcomes and Absurd Situations
Situational incongruity often drives plot twists or comedic sequences. When the outcome contradicts
what reason or prior events suggest, the surprise can underscore a theme or provide comic relief.
Absurdist literature heavily relies on this form of incongruity to challenge rationality and traditional
narrative coherence.



Classic Examples of Situational Incongruity
Franz Kafka’s “The Metamorphosis” presents situational incongruity through Gregor Samsa’s
inexplicable transformation into a giant insect. This shocking and illogical event contrasts starkly
with the mundane setting, emphasizing themes of alienation and identity. Similarly, in Mark Twain’s
“The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,” Huck’s moral dilemmas and the societal contradictions he
encounters create numerous situational incongruities that critique social injustice.

Dramatic Incongruity: When Audience Knows More
Dramatic incongruity, also known as dramatic irony, occurs when the audience possesses knowledge
that characters lack, creating tension, anticipation, or humor. This form of incongruity manipulates
audience expectations and emotional responses by revealing discrepancies between perception and
reality within the narrative.

Mechanisms of Dramatic Incongruity
This device builds suspense or comedic effect by allowing the audience to foresee consequences
unknown to the characters. It often appears in tragedies, comedies, and thrillers, enhancing
engagement and thematic depth.

Prominent Dramatic Incongruity Examples
A quintessential example is found in Sophocles’ “Oedipus Rex,” where the audience is aware of
Oedipus’s true origins long before he uncovers the truth himself, amplifying the tragic impact. In
Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet,” the audience’s knowledge that Juliet is not truly dead while
Romeo believes she is leads to the catastrophic ending, illustrating dramatic incongruity’s power.

Functions and Effects of Incongruity in Literature
Incongruity serves several critical functions in literature, influencing both narrative structure and
thematic expression. Understanding these effects sheds light on why authors employ this device so
frequently and effectively.

Creating Humor and Satire
One primary function of incongruity is to generate humor by juxtaposing incompatible elements.
Satirical works use incongruity to expose folly, hypocrisy, or societal flaws, often prompting readers
to question established norms.



Enhancing Thematic Complexity
Incongruity adds layers of meaning by highlighting contradictions within characters, settings, or
ideologies. This complexity invites readers to engage critically with the text and uncover deeper
insights.

Engaging Reader Attention
By subverting expectations, incongruity maintains reader interest and encourages active
interpretation, making literary works more dynamic and memorable.

Summary of Incongruity Functions

Provokes laughter or amusement

Undermines established beliefs

Reveals character contradictions

Creates suspense and dramatic tension

Invites critical reflection on societal norms

Notable Authors and Their Use of Incongruity
Many renowned authors have mastered the use of incongruity to enrich their literature, employing it
in diverse ways to suit their narrative goals and styles.

William Shakespeare
Shakespeare’s works frequently incorporate all three types of incongruity. His use of verbal irony,
situational twists, and dramatic irony contributes to the enduring appeal and complexity of his plays.

Mark Twain
Twain’s novels utilize situational and verbal incongruity to satirize social issues and human nature.
His sharp wit and ability to expose contradictions have cemented his place in American literature.



Franz Kafka
Kafka’s exploration of absurd and surreal scenarios exemplifies situational incongruity, emphasizing
themes of existential anxiety and alienation.

Oscar Wilde
Wilde’s witty dialogue and paradoxes showcase verbal incongruity, often used to critique Victorian
society and its moral pretensions.

Additional Examples

Jane Austen’s use of social incongruities to highlight class tensions

George Orwell’s employment of dramatic incongruity in dystopian narratives

Samuel Beckett’s absurdist plays filled with situational and verbal incongruities

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of incongruity in literature?
An example of incongruity in literature is in Jonathan Swift's "A Modest Proposal," where he
ironically suggests solving poverty by eating babies, creating a shocking contrast between the
serious subject and the absurd proposal.

How does Shakespeare use incongruity in his plays?
Shakespeare often uses incongruity for comic relief, such as the gravediggers' scene in "Hamlet,"
where dark themes are contrasted with humorous dialogue, highlighting the absurdity of death.

Why is incongruity important in literary humor?
Incongruity is important in literary humor because it creates surprise by presenting ideas or
situations that sharply contrast with expectations, triggering amusement or laughter.

Can you give an example of incongruity in modern literature?
Incongruity in modern literature appears in Kurt Vonnegut’s "Slaughterhouse-Five," where the
absurdity of war is highlighted through the protagonist’s time travel and non-linear narrative.



What role does incongruity play in satire?
Incongruity in satire exposes social or political flaws by presenting exaggerated or mismatched
scenarios that reveal the ridiculousness of the subject being criticized.

How is incongruity used in poetry?
In poetry, incongruity can be used to juxtapose contrasting images or ideas, creating a layered
meaning, as seen in Emily Dickinson’s use of unexpected metaphors.

Is incongruity always used for humor in literature?
No, incongruity is not always used for humor; it can also provoke thought, highlight absurdity, or
create tension, depending on the writer’s intent.

What is an example of incongruity in children’s literature?
Dr. Seuss’s books often use incongruity, like talking animals and nonsensical scenarios, to engage
children while delivering moral lessons.

How does incongruity differ from irony in literature?
Incongruity refers broadly to a mismatch or contrast between elements, while irony specifically
involves a difference between appearance and reality or expectation and outcome.

Can incongruity be found in classic novels?
Yes, classic novels like Jane Austen’s "Pride and Prejudice" use incongruity in character behavior
and social situations to critique societal norms and add humor.

Additional Resources
1. The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde
This classic play is renowned for its use of incongruity through witty dialogue and absurd situations.
Wilde employs mistaken identities and social satire to highlight the contradictions in Victorian
society. The humor arises from characters taking trivial matters with utmost seriousness, creating a
rich tapestry of irony and incongruity.

2. A Modest Proposal by Jonathan Swift
Swift’s satirical essay presents an outrageous solution to poverty and famine in Ireland, suggesting
that poor families sell their children as food. The incongruity between the serious tone and the
absurd proposal sharply criticizes social and political issues. This work is a prime example of using
incongruity to provoke thought and highlight injustice.

3. Catch-22 by Joseph Heller
This novel is famous for its depiction of absurdity and contradictory logic within military
bureaucracy. The term "Catch-22" itself represents an impossible situation created by incongruous
rules. Heller’s use of dark humor and paradox exposes the irrationality of war and the human



condition.

4. Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes
Cervantes’ masterpiece features a protagonist whose idealistic chivalry clashes with the harsh
realities of the world. The incongruity between Don Quixote’s fantasies and the actual events creates
both comedic and tragic effects. This novel explores themes of illusion versus reality through its
playful narrative.

5. Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut
Vonnegut blends science fiction, autobiography, and anti-war satire, creating incongruous shifts in
time and tone. The nonlinear narrative and absurd events emphasize the chaotic nature of war and
human existence. The incongruity between the serious subject matter and the novel’s playful style
deepens its impact.

6. The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka
Kafka’s story about a man who inexplicably transforms into a giant insect is a prime example of
incongruity in literature. The bizarre premise contrasts with the mundane reactions of the
character’s family and society. This incongruity highlights themes of alienation, identity, and
absurdity.

7. Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett
This absurdist play features two characters waiting endlessly for someone named Godot, who never
arrives. The incongruity lies in the lack of a conventional plot and the existential dialogue filled with
contradictions. Beckett uses incongruity to explore themes of meaninglessness and human hope.

8. Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift
Swift’s satirical travel narrative uses incongruous settings and characters to critique politics and
human nature. Gulliver encounters fantastical societies that reflect exaggerated human follies. The
incongruity between the absurd worlds and Gulliver’s earnest observations creates sharp social
commentary.

9. One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey
This novel contrasts the oppressive environment of a mental institution with the rebellious spirit of
its protagonist. The incongruity between the rigid control and the chaotic human emotions reveals
deeper truths about conformity and freedom. Kesey’s work uses this tension to challenge societal
norms and authority.
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world to its fullest? This book gives pre-service primary teachers an in-depth guide to each major
type of children′s book, examining the form, structure and approach of each. From fairy tales and
non-fiction to picture books and digital texts, learn what qualities underpin outstanding children′s
literature and how you can use this to inspire rewarding learning experiences in your classroom. Key
features: Each chapter is full of key book recommendations to help you select excellent
age-appropriate texts for your learners An international focus across English-language publishing,
covering key books from Australian, US and UK authors A special focus on Australian indigenous
children′s literature Busting popular myths about children′s literature to give you a deeper
understanding of the form Evaluation criteria for every genre, helping you to recognise the qualities
of high quality books This is essential reading for anyone training to teach in primary schools and
qualified teachers looking to improve their professional knowledge. Matthew Zbaracki is State Head
of Victoria in the National School of Education at ACU, Melbourne.
  incongruity examples in literature: cambridge readings in literature in five books George
Sampson, 1931
  incongruity examples in literature: Theory of Literature and Other Critical Writings
Sōseki Natsume, 2009 The Theory of Literature foreshadows the ideas and concepts that would later
form the critical foundations of formalism, structuralism, reader-response theory, cognitive science,
and postcolonialism. It remains an unprecedented work of literary theory, unmistakably modern yet
also clearly (and self-consciously) non-Western. In a later series of lectures and essays, Soseki
continued to develop his ideas. This material, some of it never before translated into English, is also
included in the volume. The editors offer a critical introduction that contextualizes Soseki's
theoretical project historically and explores its contemporary legacy.--BOOK JACKET.
  incongruity examples in literature: Encyclopædia Britannica; Or, a Dictionary of Arts,
Sciences, and Miscellaneous Literature ... Illustrated with Near Four Hundred
Copperplates , 1791
  incongruity examples in literature: Humour in Anglo-Saxon Literature Jonathan Wilcox,
2000 Essays lay the groundwork for a theory of humour in Old English literature. Humour is rarely
seen to raise its indecorous head in the surviving corpus of Old English literature, yet the value of
reading that literature with an eye to humour proves considerable when the right questions are
asked. Humourin Anglo-Saxon Literature provides the first book-length treatment of the subject. In
all new essays, eight scholars employ different approaches to explore humor in such works as
Beowulf and The Battle of Maldon, the riddles of the Exeter Book, and Old English saints' lives. An
introductory essay provides a survey of the field, while individual essays push towards a distinctive
theory of Anglo-Saxon humour. Through its unusual focus, this collection will provide an appealing
introduction to both famous and lesser-known works for those new to Old English literature, while
those familiar with the usual contours of Old English literary criticism will find here the value of a
fresh approach. Contributors: JOHN D. NILES, T.A. SHIPPEY, RAYMOND P. TRIPP JR, E.L. RISDEN,
D.K. SMITH, NINA RULON-MILLER, SHARI HORNER, HUGH MAGENNIS. JONATHAN WILCOX is
Associate Professor of English at the University of Iowa and editor of the Old English Newsletter.
Although the question of humour in the surviving corpus of Old English literature has rarely been
discussed, the potential for analyzing this literature in terms of its humor is in fact considerable. In
the essays especially commissioned for this volume, the first book-length treatment of Anglo-Saxon
humor, eight of the foremost scholars in the field use different approaches to explore humor in the
surviving literature of Anglo-Saxon England, in such works as Beowulf and The Battle of Maldon, the
riddles of the Exeter book, and Old English saints' lives. The articles are prefaced with an
introduction surveying the field. Through its unusual focus, this collection will provide an appealing
introduction to both famous and lesser-known works for those new to Old English literature, while
those familiar with theusual contours of Old English literary criticism will find here the value of a
fresh approach. JONATHAN WILCOX is Associate Professor of English at the University of Iowa and
editor of the Old English Newsletter.
  incongruity examples in literature: The Routledge Handbook of Language and Humor



Salvatore Attardo, 2017-02-17 The Routledge Handbook of Language and Humor presents the first
ever comprehensive, in-depth treatment of all the sub-fields of the linguistics of humor, broadly
conceived as the intersection of the study of language and humor. The reader will find a thorough
historical, terminological, and theoretical introduction to the field, as well as detailed treatments of
the various approaches to language and humor. Deliberately comprehensive and wide-ranging, the
handbook includes chapter-long treatments on the traditional topics covered by language and humor
(e.g., teasing, laughter, irony, psycholinguistics, discourse analysis, the major linguistic theories of
humor, translation) but also cutting-edge treatments of internet humor, cognitive linguistics,
relevance theoretic, and corpus-assisted models of language and humor. Some chapters, such as the
variationist sociolinguistcs, stylistics, and politeness are the first-ever syntheses of that particular
subfield. Clusters of related chapters, such as conversation analysis, discourse analysis and
corpus-assisted analysis allow multiple perspectives on complex trans-disciplinary phenomena. This
handbook is an indispensable reference work for all researchers interested in the interplay of
language and humor, within linguistics, broadly conceived, but also in neighboring disciplines such
as literary studies, psychology, sociology, anthropology, etc. The authors are among the most
distinguished scholars in their fields.
  incongruity examples in literature: Encyclopædia Britannica: Or, a Dictionary of Arts,
Sciences, and Miscellaneous Literature; Enlarged and Improved. Vol. 1. [- 20.] , 1823
  incongruity examples in literature: Exploring Dark Comedy in Ecological Literature
Mohammad Rahmatullah, Tanu Gupta, Nagendra Kumar, 2025-09-30 In this textbook, ‘dark comedy’
is re-imagined as an ecological instrument: a volatile compound of irony, grotesquerie, and
mischievous insight that exposes the carbonised scaffolding of late-capitalist life. Rather than
sneering at catastrophe, the chapters anatomise the mechanics—defamiliarising punch line, carnival
inversion, affective whiplash—by which humour slips past guard-dogs and rouses an anaesthetised
public. The horizon against which this inquiry unfolds is the Capitalocene: a name that indicts
capitalism, not “Man,” as the principal geological agent of ruin. Moving from Aristophanes to
Atwood, from street theatre to streaming satire, each text shows laughter doing intellectual lifting.
In one moment it fractures complacent common sense; in the next it stitches together circuits of
feeling in which eco-grief can transmute into civic resolve. Juxtaposed with the authority of tragic
form, dark comedy proves the more permeable solvent: it dissolves cultural defences, lets paradox
breathe, and leaves readers wondering how ecosystems became punch-lines. Methodologically the
book is multidisciplinary. Literary tangles with environmental philosophy; humour theory quarrels
with eco-Marxism; cultural studies supplies the ethnographic grit that keeps abstraction honest. By
braiding those strands the argument departs from standard ecocritical curricula, insisting that jokes
are not side-shows but catalytic sites where ethics, affect, and political economy collide. Designed
for advanced undergraduates yet hospitable to researchers, the volume refuses the consolations of
easy optimism even as it gestures toward actionable hope. Its wager is simple: teach readers to hear
the subversive crackle inside dark laughter and they may also learn to re-script the damaged world
that provokes it.
  incongruity examples in literature: Posthumanism and Phenomenology Calley A. Hornbuckle,
Jadwiga S. Smith, William S. Smith, 2022-11-24 This volume investigates the intersection of
phenomenology and posthumanism by rethinking the human and nonhuman specifically with regard
to boredom, isolation, loneliness, and solitude. By closely examining these concepts from
phenomenological, philosophical, and literary perspectives, this diverse collection of essays offers
insights into the human and nonhuman in the absence of the Other and within the postapocalyptic.
Topics of interest include modalities of presence and absence with regard to body, time, beast, and
things; the phenomenology of corporeity; ontopoiesis and the sublime; alienation, absurdity, and
phenomenology of existence; memory, posthistoricity, posthuman nihilism, and posthumanity;
speculative cosmology, cosmic holism, and consciousness; ecophenomenology; and the philosophy of
the aesthetic. These essays parse and probe distinct aspects of the posthuman condition and what it
means to exist in a posthuman world, thereby furthering the vast, rich scope of phenomenological



research and study. This text appeals to students and researchers working in these topics and fields.
  incongruity examples in literature: Studies in Canadian Literature , 1978
  incongruity examples in literature: Encyclopaedia Britannica; Or, A Dictionary Of Arts,
Sciences, And Miscellaneous Literature; Constructed on a Plan, By Which The Different
Sciences And Arts Are Digested Into the Form of Distinct Treatises Or Systems,
Comprehending The History, Theory, and Practice, of Each, According to the Latest
Discoveries and Improvements; And Full Explanations Given Of The Various Detached Parts
of Knowledge, Whether Relating To Natural and Artificial Objects, Or to Matters
Ecclesiastical, Civil, Military, Commercial, [et]c. Including Elucidations of the Most
Important Topics Relative to Religion, Morals, Manners, and the Oeconomy Of Life:
Together With A Description of All the Countries, Cities, Principal Mountains, Seas, Rivers,
[et]c. Throughout the World; A General History, Ancient and Modern, of the Different
Empires, Kingdoms, and States; And An Account of the Lives of the Most Eminent Persons
in Every Nation, from the Earliest Ages Down to the Present Times , 1797
  incongruity examples in literature: Encyclopaedia Britannica; Or, a Dictionary of Arts,
Sciences, and Miscellaneous Literature , 1797
  incongruity examples in literature: Humour in Old English Literature Jonathan Wilcox,
2023-10-02 Humour in Old English Literature deploys modern theories of humour to explore the
style and content of surviving writing from early medieval England. The book analyses Old English
riddles, wisdom literature, runic writing, the deployment of rhymes, and humour in heroic poetry,
hagiography, and romance. Drawing on a fine-tuned understanding of literary technique, the book
presents a revisionist view of Old English literature, partly by reclaiming often-neglected texts and
partly by uncovering ironies and embarrassments within well-established works, including Beowulf.
Most surprisingly, Jonathan Wilcox engages the large body of didactic literature, pinpointing humour
in two anonymous homilies along with extensive use in saints’ lives. Each chapter ends by revealing
a different audience that would have shared in the laughter. Wilcox suggests that the humour of Old
English literature has been scantily covered in past scholarship because modern readers expect a
dour and serious corpus. Humour in Old English Literature aims to break that cycle by highlighting
works and moments that are as entertaining now as they were then.
  incongruity examples in literature: World Literature in Theory David Damrosch, 2014-01-28
World Literature in Theory provides a definitive exploration of the pressing questions facing those
studying world literature today. Coverage is split into four parts which examine the origins and
seminal formulations of world literature, world literature in the age of globalization, contemporary
debates on world literature, and localized versions of world literature Contains more than 30
important theoretical essays by the most influential scholars, including Johann Wolfgang von Goethe,
Hugo Meltzl, Edward Said, Franco Moretti, Jorge Luis Borges, and Gayatri Spivak Includes
substantive introductions to each essay, as well as an annotated bibliography for further reading
Allows students to understand, articulate, and debate the most important issues in this rapidly
changing field of study
  incongruity examples in literature: Neurobehavior of Language and Cognition Martin L.
Albert, Lisa Tabor Connor, Loraine K. Obler, 2000-07-31 The intersection of neurolinguistics and
neuropsychology lies at the core of the cognitive neurosciences. Recent advances in our
understanding of how language and other cognitive abilities relate to each other and to the brain
have complemented the prior research on frank brain damage in the aphasias. The editors have
invited senior scholars in the field to present a state-of-the-art volume on a range of language and
non-language cognitive phenomena in normals and in brain damage from the perspective of
neurobehavior, including neurochemistry. This volume should appeal to neuropsychologists,
speech/language pathologists, behavioral neurologists, and neuropsychiatrists.
  incongruity examples in literature: Social and Emotional Development in Infancy and
Early Childhood Janette B. Benson, Marshall M. Haith, 2010-05-21 Research is increasingly
showing the effects of family, school, and culture on the social, emotional and personality



development of children. Much of this research concentrates on grade school and above, but the
most profound effects may occur much earlier, in the 0-3 age range. This volume consists of focused
articles from the authoritative Encyclopedia of Infant and Early Childhood Development that
specifically address this topic and collates research in this area in a way that isn't readily available
in the existent literature, covering such areas as adoption, attachment, birth order, effects of day
care, discipline and compliance, divorce, emotion regulation, family influences, preschool, routines,
separation anxiety, shyness, socialization, effects of television, etc. This one volume reference
provides an essential, affordable reference for researchers, graduate students and clinicians
interested in social psychology and personality, as well as those involved with cultural psychology
and developmental psychology. - Presents literature on influences of families, school, and culture in
one source saving users time searching for relevant related topics in multiple places and literatures
in order to fully understand any one area - Focused content on age 0-3- save time searching for and
wading through lit on full age range for developmentally relevant info - Concise, understandable,
and authoritative for immediate applicability in research
  incongruity examples in literature: Guilty Pleasures Laura Little, 2018-11-12 Few people
associate law books with humor. Yet the legal world--in particular the American legal system--is
itself frequently funny. Indeed, jokes about the profession are staples of American comedy. And
there is actually humor within the world of law too: both lawyers and judges occasionally strive to be
funny to deal with the drudgery of their duties. Just as importantly, though, our legal system is a
strong regulator of humor. It encourages some types of humor while muzzling or punishing others.
In a sense, law and humor engage a two-way feedback loop: humor provides the raw material for
legal regulation and legal regulation inspires humor. In Guilty Pleasures, legal scholar Laura Little
provides a multi-faceted account of American law and humor, looking at constraints on humor (and
humor's effect on law), humor about law, and humor in law. In addition to interspersing amusing
episodes from the legal world throughout the book, the book contains 75 New Yorker cartoons about
lawyers and a preface by Bob Mankoff, the cartoon editor for the New Yorker.
  incongruity examples in literature: Inside Jokes Matthew M. Hurley, Daniel C. Dennett,
Reginald B. Adams, Jr., 2013-02-08 This evolutionary and cognitive theory of humor seeks to reveal
the complex science behind why we crack up. “A sophisticated analysis . . . written with clarity, good
cheer, and, of course, wit.” ―Steven Pinker, author of How The Mind Works Some things are
funny—jokes, puns, sitcoms, Charlie Chaplin, The Far Side, Malvolio with his yellow garters
crossed—but why? Why does humor exist in the first place? Why do we spend so much of our time
passing on amusing anecdotes, making wisecracks, watching The Simpsons? In Inside Jokes,
Matthew Hurley, Daniel Dennett, and Reginald Adams offer an evolutionary and cognitive
perspective. Humor, they propose, evolved out of a computational problem that arose when our
long-ago ancestors were furnished with open-ended thinking. Mother Nature—aka natural
selection—cannot just order the brain to find and fix all our time-pressured misleaps and
near-misses. She has to bribe the brain with pleasure. So we find them funny. This wired-in source of
pleasure has been tickled relentlessly by humorists over the centuries, and we have become
addicted to the endogenous mind candy that is humor.
  incongruity examples in literature: Incongruity in Aristophanes ... Charlton Coney Jernigan,
1939
  incongruity examples in literature: The use of 'spoudaiogeloion' in Greek and Roman
literature Lawrence Giangrande, 2019-01-14 No detailed description available for The use of
'spoudaiogeloion' in Greek and Roman literature.
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