
indiana board of physical therapy
indiana board of physical therapy serves as the primary regulatory authority overseeing the
practice of physical therapy within the state of Indiana. This board is responsible for licensing
physical therapists and physical therapist assistants, ensuring compliance with state laws, and
maintaining high standards of professional conduct and clinical competence. The Indiana Board of
Physical Therapy plays a crucial role in safeguarding public health by regulating the education,
examination, and practice requirements for physical therapy professionals. Additionally, it handles
disciplinary actions and provides guidance on ethical and legal issues within the profession. This
article will explore the structure, functions, licensing process, continuing education requirements,
and disciplinary procedures managed by the Indiana Board of Physical Therapy. The comprehensive
overview aims to inform practitioners, students, and the public about the essential role this board
plays in maintaining quality physical therapy services throughout Indiana.
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Overview and Structure of the Indiana Board of
Physical Therapy
The Indiana Board of Physical Therapy operates under the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency
and is tasked with regulating the physical therapy profession to ensure that practitioners meet
established standards of competence and ethics. The board comprises licensed physical therapists
appointed by the governor, along with public members who represent consumer interests. This
composition ensures a balanced perspective between professional expertise and public protection.

The board's primary responsibilities include establishing rules and regulations, reviewing licensure
applications, investigating complaints, and enforcing disciplinary actions when necessary. It meets
regularly to discuss regulatory issues, review applications, and address concerns related to physical
therapy practice in the state.

Board Composition and Governance
The Indiana Board of Physical Therapy consists typically of seven members, including five licensed
physical therapists and two public members. Board members serve staggered terms to maintain
continuity and are required to have a thorough understanding of physical therapy laws and
regulations. The board operates according to Indiana Code Title 25, Article 27, which outlines the



legal framework for physical therapy practice.

Mission and Regulatory Authority
The mission of the Indiana Board of Physical Therapy is to protect the health, safety, and welfare of
the public by ensuring that licensed physical therapists and physical therapist assistants provide
competent and ethical care. The board enforces compliance with the Physical Therapy Practice Act
and related administrative rules, granting it authority to issue, renew, suspend, or revoke licenses as
appropriate.

Licensing Requirements and Procedures
Obtaining licensure through the Indiana Board of Physical Therapy is mandatory for anyone wishing
to legally practice physical therapy in Indiana. The licensing process verifies that applicants have
met educational, examination, and ethical standards necessary to deliver safe and effective physical
therapy services.

Educational Prerequisites
Applicants must graduate from an accredited physical therapy education program recognized by the
Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE). For physical therapist
assistants, graduation from a CAPTE-accredited PTA program is required. The board evaluates
transcripts and verifies that the educational credentials meet Indiana’s standards.

Examinations and Application Process
Prospective licensees must pass the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE) administered by
the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT). In addition to the NPTE, applicants
must complete and submit an application form, provide proof of education, pass a jurisprudence
exam covering Indiana laws and regulations, and pay the applicable fees. Background checks and
fingerprinting may also be required.

Licensure by Endorsement and Temporary Permits
The Indiana Board of Physical Therapy allows licensure by endorsement for practitioners already
licensed in another state, provided they meet Indiana’s requirements. Temporary permits may be
issued to graduates awaiting NPTE results or during the application review period, enabling them to
practice under supervision for a limited time.

Continuing Education and Professional Development
To maintain licensure, physical therapists and physical therapist assistants in Indiana must comply
with continuing education (CE) requirements set by the board. These requirements ensure that



practitioners remain current with evolving clinical practices and maintain high professional
standards.

Continuing Education Requirements
Licensees are required to complete a minimum of 20 contact hours of continuing education every
two years as part of their license renewal process. Of these, at least 10 hours must be in courses
related to clinical practice, while the remainder may cover ethics, jurisprudence, or other relevant
topics. The board approves providers and courses to ensure quality and relevance.

Documentation and Audit Process
Licensees must retain certificates of completion for all CE activities and submit documentation upon
request during random audits conducted by the board. Failure to meet continuing education
requirements can result in license suspension or other disciplinary actions.

Regulatory Compliance and Practice Standards
The Indiana Board of Physical Therapy establishes clear practice standards and ethical guidelines to
ensure that physical therapists provide safe, effective, and professional care. Compliance with these
standards is mandatory for all licensed practitioners within the state.

Scope of Practice
The board defines the scope of physical therapy practice, including patient evaluation, treatment
interventions, and discharge planning. Physical therapists must adhere to evidence-based practices
and comply with state laws governing patient confidentiality, informed consent, and documentation.

Ethical and Professional Conduct
Licensees are expected to maintain high ethical standards, including honesty, integrity, and respect
for patients. The board enforces rules against fraudulent billing, boundary violations, and other
unethical behaviors. It also provides guidance on conflict of interest and professional responsibility.

Disciplinary Actions and Complaint Process
The Indiana Board of Physical Therapy is responsible for investigating complaints and taking
disciplinary action against licensees who violate laws or rules. This process helps protect the public
and uphold the integrity of the profession.



Filing a Complaint
Any individual may file a complaint against a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant
licensed in Indiana. Complaints typically involve allegations of unprofessional conduct,
incompetence, substance abuse, or violation of state regulations. The board reviews all complaints
and initiates investigations as warranted.

Investigation and Hearing Procedures
Upon receiving a complaint, the board may conduct an investigation involving interviews, document
review, and expert consultation. If sufficient evidence is found, formal disciplinary proceedings are
initiated. Licensees have the right to a hearing where they can present their defense before the
board makes a final determination.

Possible Disciplinary Actions
Disciplinary measures can range from reprimands and fines to suspension or revocation of licensure.
The board may also impose probationary conditions, require additional education, or mandate
treatment for substance abuse. All disciplinary actions are recorded and accessible to the public to
promote transparency.

License suspension or revocation

Probation with specific conditions

Monetary fines and penalties

Mandatory continuing education or training

Reprimands or formal warnings

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary role of the Indiana Board of Physical
Therapy?
The primary role of the Indiana Board of Physical Therapy is to regulate the practice of physical
therapy in Indiana by licensing practitioners, enforcing professional standards, and ensuring public
safety.



How can I apply for a physical therapy license in Indiana?
To apply for a physical therapy license in Indiana, you must submit an application to the Indiana
Board of Physical Therapy, provide proof of education and passing scores on required exams such as
the NPTE, and pay the applicable fees.

What are the continuing education requirements for physical
therapists in Indiana?
Physical therapists in Indiana are required to complete 20 hours of continuing education every two
years to maintain their license, including at least 1 hour in professional ethics.

How do I file a complaint against a physical therapist in
Indiana?
Complaints against physical therapists can be filed with the Indiana Board of Physical Therapy by
submitting a written complaint form detailing the allegations, which the board will then investigate.

Where can I verify if a physical therapist is licensed in
Indiana?
You can verify a physical therapist’s license status by searching the Indiana Professional Licensing
Agency’s online license lookup tool.

What is the process for renewing a physical therapy license in
Indiana?
To renew a physical therapy license in Indiana, licensees must complete the required continuing
education, submit a renewal application, and pay the renewal fee before the license expiration date.

Are there any recent changes to Indiana physical therapy
regulations I should be aware of?
Recent changes to Indiana physical therapy regulations include updates to telehealth practice
guidelines and modifications to continuing education requirements; practitioners should consult the
Indiana Board of Physical Therapy website for the latest information.

Additional Resources
1. Indiana Physical Therapy Licensing Exam Prep Guide
This comprehensive guide is tailored specifically for candidates preparing for the Indiana Board of
Physical Therapy licensing exam. It covers state-specific regulations, exam formats, and includes
practice questions to enhance test readiness. Readers will find detailed explanations of key concepts
and practical tips to succeed. Ideal for both first-time test takers and those seeking licensure
reinstatement.



2. Rules and Regulations of the Indiana Board of Physical Therapy
An essential resource for practicing physical therapists in Indiana, this book provides a thorough
overview of the current rules, statutes, and ethical guidelines mandated by the state board. It
explains licensure requirements, continuing education standards, and disciplinary procedures. This
guide helps practitioners stay compliant with state laws and maintain professional standards.

3. Clinical Practice Standards for Indiana Physical Therapists
Focused on clinical best practices, this book outlines the standards expected by the Indiana Board of
Physical Therapy. It addresses patient care protocols, documentation requirements, and quality
assurance measures specific to Indiana. The text is designed to assist physical therapists in
delivering high-quality, board-compliant care.

4. Study Strategies for the Indiana Physical Therapy Jurisprudence Exam
This book is dedicated to helping candidates master the jurisprudence exam required by the Indiana
Board of Physical Therapy. It includes summaries of legal concepts, sample questions, and practical
study techniques. The guide aims to build confidence and a clear understanding of the legal
framework governing physical therapy in Indiana.

5. Continuing Education Essentials for Indiana Physical Therapists
Continuing education is crucial for maintaining licensure, and this book provides a roadmap for
Indiana physical therapists to meet these requirements. It highlights approved courses,
documentation tips, and how to select relevant educational opportunities. The book also discusses
the importance of lifelong learning in professional development.

6. Ethical Practices in Indiana Physical Therapy
This text explores the ethical considerations and dilemmas commonly faced by physical therapists
licensed in Indiana. It references the Indiana Board’s code of ethics and provides case studies to
illustrate best practices. The book encourages reflective practice and ethical decision-making to
uphold the profession’s integrity.

7. Indiana Physical Therapy Board Disciplinary Actions: Case Studies and Lessons
This book reviews real-life disciplinary cases reviewed by the Indiana Board of Physical Therapy,
providing insights into common violations and consequences. It serves as a cautionary guide to help
practitioners avoid pitfalls and understand the board’s enforcement process. Each case study is
analyzed for lessons on compliance and professional conduct.

8. Preparing for the Indiana Physical Therapy Practical Exam
Specifically designed for candidates facing the practical component of the Indiana licensure exam,
this book offers detailed preparation strategies, skill checklists, and simulated scenarios. It
emphasizes hands-on techniques and patient interaction skills evaluated by the board. The guide
supports candidates in building competence and confidence for practical assessments.

9. Licensure Renewal Handbook for Indiana Physical Therapists
This handbook provides step-by-step instructions for renewing a physical therapy license in Indiana.
It outlines deadlines, required documentation, fees, and continuing education verification processes.
The book is an invaluable tool to ensure timely and successful license renewal without
administrative issues.
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therapists who want to expand their knowledge.
  indiana board of physical therapy: Functional Movement Development Across the Life
Span - E-Book Donna Joy Cech, Suzanne Tink Martin, 2023-11-20 Providing a solid foundation in
the normal development of functional movement, Functional Movement Development Across the Life
Span, 4th Edition helps you recognize and understand typical functional movement in individuals

https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-410/Book?dataid=rQa23-6435&title=indiana-board-of-physical-therapy.pdf
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-209/pdf?trackid=ttO48-7684&title=cyber-security-intelligence-analyst.pdf
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-209/pdf?trackid=ttO48-7684&title=cyber-security-intelligence-analyst.pdf


from infancy to older adulthood, providing a framework from which to identify movement disorders
and effectively manage patients with abnormal motor function. Divided into three units, this edition
describes 1) theoretical frameworks of development, motor control/motor learning, and
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  indiana board of physical therapy: Legal Aspects of Health Care Administration George D.
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and practicing clinicians with a guide to the application of therapeutic exercise across the
continuum of care. Written by 2 seasoned clinicians with more than 40 years of combined PTA
education experience, Principles of Therapeutic Exercise for the Physical Therapist Assistant focuses
on developing the learner’s ability to create effective therapeutic exercise programs, as well as to
safely and appropriately monitor and progress the patient within the physical therapy plan of care.
The content is written in a style conducive to a new learner developing comprehension, while still
providing adequate depth as well as access to newer research. Included in Principles of Therapeutic
Exercise for the Physical Therapist Assistant are: • Indications, contraindications, and red flags
associated with various exercise interventions • Documentation tips • Easy-to-follow tables to aid in
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Research sections throughout the text dedicated to current research and evidence-based practices
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guidebook that encompasses the principles of therapeutic science across the entire continuum of
care.
  indiana board of physical therapy: Indianapolis Monthly , 1997-01 Indianapolis Monthly is the
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