
in the sphere project handbook key
indicators
in the sphere project handbook key indicators are essential tools for humanitarian organizations
and practitioners to monitor, evaluate, and improve the effectiveness of their interventions. The
Sphere Project Handbook is widely regarded as a benchmark in humanitarian standards, emphasizing
accountability and quality in disaster response and development programs. Key indicators within the
handbook provide measurable criteria that help ensure aid is delivered efficiently, transparently, and
in a manner that respects the dignity and rights of affected populations. This article delves into the
core concepts behind these key indicators, their classification, and how they are applied across
various sectors such as water, sanitation, food security, and shelter. Understanding these indicators
helps organizations align their activities with global best practices, enhance program impact, and
meet donor and community expectations effectively. The following sections will explore the definition
and importance of key indicators, their categorization within the Sphere framework, and practical
guidance for implementation and monitoring.
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Understanding Key Indicators in the Sphere Project
Handbook
The Sphere Project Handbook key indicators are quantifiable measures designed to assess whether
humanitarian actions meet established minimum standards of quality and accountability. They serve
as benchmarks to evaluate performance in delivering essential services such as water supply,
sanitation, nutrition, shelter, and health care. These indicators are integral to the humanitarian
sector’s commitment to improving the lives of disaster-affected populations through evidence-based
decision-making. By using key indicators, organizations can systematically track progress, identify
gaps, and adjust interventions accordingly to optimize outcomes.

Definition and Purpose
Key indicators within the Sphere framework represent specific, observable, and measurable elements
that reflect the success or failure of a humanitarian program in meeting established standards. Their
primary purpose is to provide objective evidence on program performance, ensuring that aid is
appropriate, timely, and effective. These indicators facilitate transparency and accountability to



affected communities, donors, and other stakeholders by providing clear criteria against which
activities can be evaluated.

Importance in Humanitarian Response
Incorporating key indicators into the planning and implementation stages of humanitarian projects
ensures that interventions are aligned with the Sphere minimum standards. This alignment enhances
the credibility of aid organizations and promotes uniformity in service delivery across different
contexts. Furthermore, key indicators support continuous improvement by highlighting areas in need
of attention and enabling organizations to learn from past experiences.

Classification of Key Indicators
The Sphere Project Handbook organizes key indicators into specific categories that correspond to the
various sectors of humanitarian assistance. These classifications help practitioners focus on the
critical aspects of each sector while maintaining a comprehensive overview of program quality.
Understanding the different types of indicators is essential for effective monitoring and reporting.

Input Indicators
Input indicators measure the resources invested in a humanitarian intervention, such as personnel,
equipment, and materials. They provide insight into the availability and adequacy of resources
necessary to implement planned activities. Monitoring input indicators ensures that sufficient inputs
are allocated to meet the agreed standards.

Process Indicators
Process indicators track the activities and procedures carried out during program implementation.
They assess whether interventions are being delivered as intended and according to established
guidelines. These indicators are crucial for ensuring fidelity to project plans and identifying
operational bottlenecks.

Output Indicators
Output indicators quantify the immediate results of humanitarian activities, such as the number of
households receiving clean water or the quantity of food distributed. They demonstrate the direct
products of interventions and are often used for reporting progress to stakeholders.

Outcome Indicators
Outcome indicators evaluate the short to medium-term effects of humanitarian programs on the
target population. These may include improvements in health status, nutritional levels, or living
conditions. Outcome indicators offer a deeper understanding of the impact of aid beyond mere



activity completion.

Application of Key Indicators Across Sectors
The Sphere Project Handbook key indicators are applied across multiple sectors, each with tailored
standards and indicators. Their systematic use helps ensure that humanitarian responses are holistic
and address the diverse needs of affected populations.

Water Supply and Sanitation
Key indicators in this sector focus on the availability, quality, and accessibility of water and sanitation
facilities. Examples include the liters of water provided per person per day, the percentage of
population with access to safe latrines, and the prevalence of waterborne diseases. Monitoring these
indicators helps prevent disease outbreaks and promotes hygiene.

Food Security and Nutrition
Indicators in food security assess the adequacy, diversity, and sustainability of food aid programs.
Nutritional indicators measure rates of malnutrition among vulnerable groups, such as children under
five and pregnant women. These key indicators guide the design of interventions to prevent hunger
and malnutrition effectively.

Shelter and Settlement
In the shelter sector, key indicators evaluate the adequacy, safety, and durability of housing provided
to displaced or disaster-affected populations. They also consider factors such as protection from
environmental hazards and access to essential services. These indicators ensure that shelter solutions
contribute to long-term wellbeing.

Health Services
Health sector indicators measure the availability and quality of medical care, including the coverage
of immunization programs, access to primary health care, and the capacity to respond to epidemics.
These indicators are vital for reducing morbidity and mortality in crisis settings.

Monitoring and Evaluation Using Key Indicators
The effective use of key indicators requires a structured approach to monitoring and evaluation
(M&E). This process involves the systematic collection, analysis, and reporting of data to inform
program management and stakeholder communication.



Data Collection Methods
Reliable data collection is critical for accurate indicator measurement. Common methods include
household surveys, direct observation, focus group discussions, and administrative records. Selecting
appropriate tools depends on the context, available resources, and the specific indicators being
tracked.

Data Analysis and Reporting
Once data is collected, it must be analyzed to identify trends, gaps, and areas for improvement.
Reporting should be clear, objective, and tailored to the needs of different audiences, including
affected communities, donors, and partner agencies. Visual aids such as charts and graphs often
enhance comprehension.

Feedback and Program Adjustment
The ultimate goal of monitoring key indicators is to enable timely feedback that informs program
adjustments. This adaptive management approach ensures that humanitarian interventions remain
relevant and effective in dynamic environments.

Challenges and Best Practices in Utilizing Key
Indicators
While key indicators are invaluable for improving humanitarian response, their implementation is not
without challenges. Recognizing these obstacles and adopting best practices can enhance their utility
and impact.

Common Challenges

Limited access to affected populations due to security or logistical constraints.

Insufficient capacity or training among staff to collect and analyze data accurately.

Variability in data quality and reliability, leading to potential misinterpretation.

Balancing the need for comprehensive data with the burden on beneficiaries and field teams.

Cultural and linguistic barriers that affect communication and data collection.



Best Practices for Effective Use

Integrate indicator monitoring into the program design from the outset.

Provide regular training and capacity building for staff involved in M&E.

Engage affected communities in indicator development and data collection to enhance
relevance and ownership.

Use technology where feasible to streamline data collection and analysis.

Ensure transparency and timely sharing of findings with all stakeholders.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Sphere Project Handbook?
The Sphere Project Handbook is a comprehensive guide that outlines minimum standards in
humanitarian response to ensure quality and accountability in disaster relief efforts.

What are key indicators in the Sphere Project Handbook?
Key indicators in the Sphere Project Handbook are measurable signs used to assess whether the
minimum standards in humanitarian response are being met effectively.

Why are key indicators important in the Sphere Project
Handbook?
Key indicators are important because they provide benchmarks for evaluating the performance and
impact of humanitarian interventions, ensuring that aid reaches those in need appropriately.

How are key indicators used in humanitarian assessments?
Key indicators are used to monitor and evaluate the progress of humanitarian programs, guide
decision-making, and improve the quality of aid delivery based on specific, measurable outcomes.

Can you give an example of a key indicator from the Sphere
Project Handbook?
An example of a key indicator is the percentage of a population with access to safe drinking water,
which helps measure the effectiveness of water supply interventions.



Are the key indicators in the Sphere Handbook universal for
all contexts?
While the key indicators provide a universal framework, they may be adapted to fit specific contexts
and local conditions to ensure relevance and effectiveness.

How frequently should key indicators be measured according
to the Sphere Handbook?
The Sphere Handbook recommends regular monitoring of key indicators throughout the humanitarian
response to track progress and make timely adjustments.

Who uses the key indicators outlined in the Sphere Project
Handbook?
Humanitarian organizations, field workers, donors, and government agencies use the key indicators to
plan, implement, and evaluate relief programs.

How do key indicators contribute to accountability in
humanitarian projects?
Key indicators enable transparent reporting and evidence-based evaluation, holding humanitarian
actors accountable to affected populations and donors by demonstrating whether standards are met.

Additional Resources
1. Humanitarian Response Handbook: Key Indicators and Best Practices
This comprehensive guide explores essential indicators used to measure the effectiveness of
humanitarian aid. It offers practical tools for monitoring and evaluation, ensuring that responses meet
the Sphere Project’s minimum standards. The book also includes case studies that highlight
successful implementation in various crisis contexts.

2. Sphere Project Companion: Understanding and Applying Key Indicators
Designed as a companion to the Sphere Handbook, this book breaks down the core indicators into
understandable components. It provides detailed explanations on how to collect, analyze, and
interpret data to improve humanitarian programming. Readers will find step-by-step guidance and
practical examples for field application.

3. Monitoring and Evaluation in Humanitarian Settings: A Sphere-Based Approach
Focusing on the integration of Sphere standards into M&E frameworks, this book helps practitioners
design effective monitoring systems. It emphasizes the use of key indicators to track progress and
improve accountability in emergency responses. Tools and templates for data collection are included
to support field practitioners.

4. Indicators for Humanitarian Quality and Accountability
This title discusses the importance of quality and accountability in humanitarian aid, centered around
Sphere key indicators. It explores methodologies to assess performance and impact, ensuring that aid



reaches those in need effectively. The book also covers the challenges of indicator selection and data
reliability in complex emergencies.

5. Practical Guide to Sphere Standards and Indicators in Disaster Response
Providing a hands-on approach, this guide helps practitioners apply Sphere standards through
relevant indicators during disaster response. It includes checklists, sample indicators, and tips for
adapting measures to different contexts. The book aims to enhance the quality and consistency of
humanitarian interventions.

6. Data-Driven Humanitarian Action: Utilizing Sphere Key Indicators
This book highlights the role of data and evidence in improving humanitarian aid effectiveness by
leveraging Sphere indicators. It covers techniques for data collection, analysis, and reporting tailored
to emergency contexts. The author also discusses the ethical considerations and challenges inherent
in humanitarian data management.

7. Emergency Nutrition Assessment and Sphere Indicators
Specializing in nutrition, this book delves into Sphere’s nutrition-related indicators and their
application in emergencies. It guides readers through the process of conducting rapid assessments,
interpreting nutritional data, and making informed program decisions. Case studies illustrate
successful use of indicators in diverse nutritional crises.

8. Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) Indicators in the Sphere Handbook
Focused on WASH, this resource explains the key indicators used to assess water, sanitation, and
hygiene interventions in humanitarian settings. It provides practical advice on monitoring water
quality, sanitation facilities, and hygiene promotion activities. The book is ideal for WASH practitioners
seeking to align their work with Sphere standards.

9. Health Sector Indicators: Aligning with Sphere Project Standards
This book outlines the health-related indicators recommended by the Sphere Project to ensure quality
healthcare in emergencies. It covers areas such as morbidity, mortality, and service coverage,
offering guidance on data collection and interpretation. Health professionals will find this resource
valuable for planning and evaluating emergency health programs.
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Project, 2004-02-01 This new pack features excellent training materials, developed and field-tested
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  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Oxford Handbook of Humanitarian
Medicine Amy Kravitz, 2019-02-07 The Oxford Handbook of Humanitarian Medicine is a practical
guide covering all aspects of the provision of care in humanitarian situations and complex
emergencies. It includes evidence-based clinical guidance, aimed specifically at resource limited
situations, as well as essential non-clinical information relevant for people working in field
operations and development. The handbook provides clear recommendations, from the experts, on
the unique challenges faced by health providers in humanitarian settings including clinical
presentations for which conventional medical training offers little preparation. It provides guidance
for syndromic management approaches, and includes practical guidance on the integration of
context specific mental health care. The handbook goes beyond the clinical domain, however, and
also provides detailed information on the contextual issues involved in humanitarian operations,
including health systems design, priorities in displacement, security and logistics. It outlines the
underlying drivers at play in humanitarian settings, including economics, gender based inequities,
and violence, guiding the reader through the epidemiological approaches in varied scenarios. It
details the relevance of international law, and its practical application in complex emergencies, and
covers the changing picture of humanitarian operations, with increasingly complicated and chaotic
contexts and the escalation of violence against humanitarian providers and facility. The Oxford
Handbook of Humanitarian Medicine draws on the accumulated experience of humanitarian
practitioners from a variety of disciplines and contexts to provide an easily accessible source of
information to guide the reader through the complicated scenarios found in humanitarian settings.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Humanitarianism and the Quantification of
Human Needs Joël Glasman, 2019-12-06 This book provides a historical inquiry into the
quantification of needs in humanitarian assistance. Needs are increasingly seen as the lowest
common denominator of humanity. Standard definitions of basic needs, however, set a minimalist
version of humanity – both in the sense that they are narrow in what they compare, and that they set
a low bar for satisfaction. The book argues that we cannot understand humanitarian governance if
we do not understand how humanitarian agencies made human suffering commensurable across
borders in the first place. The book identifies four basic elements of needs: As a concept, as a system
of classification and triage, as a material apparatus, and as a set of standards. Drawing on a range of
archival sources, including the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR), Médecins sans Frontières
(MSF), and the Sphere Project, the book traces the concept of needs from its emergence in the
1960s right through to the present day, and United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s call for
“evidence-based humanitarianism.” Finally, the book assesses how the international governmentality
of needs has played out in a recent humanitarian crisis, drawing on field research on Central African
refugees in the Cameroonian borderland in 2014–2016. This important historical inquiry into the
universal nature of human suffering will be an important read for humanitarian researchers and
practitioners, as well as readers with an interest in international history and development. The
Introduction, Conclusion, and Chapers 1, 4, 5, and 6 of this book are freely available as
downloadable Open Access PDFs at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Health in Humanitarian Emergencies David
Townes, Mike Gerber, Mark Anderson (Physician), 2018-05-31 A comprehensive, best practices
resource for public health and healthcare practitioners and students interested in humanitarian
emergencies.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Public Health Humanitarian Responses
to Natural Disasters Emily Ying Yang Chan, 2017-02-10 The pressure of climate change,
environmental degradation, and urbanisation, as well as the widening of socio- economic disparities
have rendered the global population increasingly vulnerable to the impact of natural disasters. With
a primary focus on medical and public health humanitarian response to disasters, Public Health
Humanitarian Responses to Natural Disasters provides a timely critical analysis of public health
responses to natural disasters. Using a number of case studies and examples of innovative disaster



response measures developed by international agencies and stakeholders, this book illustrates how
theoretical understanding of public health issues can be practically applied in the context of
humanitarian relief response. Starting with an introduction to public health principles within the
context of medical and public health disaster and humanitarian response, the book goes on to
explore key trends, threats and challenges in contemporary disaster medical response. This book
provides a comprehensive overview of an emergent discipline and offers a unique multidisciplinary
perspective across a range of relevant topics including the concepts of disaster preparedness and
resilience, and key challenges in human health needs for the twenty-first century. This book will be
of interest to students of public health, disaster and emergency medicine and development studies,
as well as to development and medical practitioners working within NGOs, development agencies,
health authorities and public administration.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Rosen's Emergency Medicine - Concepts and
Clinical Practice E-Book Ron Walls, Robert Hockberger, Marianne Gausche-Hill, 2017-03-09 Since
its revolutionary first edition in 1983, Rosen's Emergency Medicine set the standard for reliable,
accessible, and comprehensive information to guide the clinical practice of emergency medicine.
Generations of emergency medicine residents and practitioners have relied on Rosen’s as the source
for current information across the spectrum of emergency medicine practice. The 9th Edition
continues this tradition of excellence, offering the unparalleled clarity and authority you’ve come to
expect from the award-winning leader in the field. Throughout the text, content is now more concise,
clinically relevant, and accessible than ever before – meeting the needs of today’s increasingly busy
emergency medicine practitioner. Delivers clear, precise information, focused writing and
references; relevant, concise information; and generous use of illustrations provide definitive
guidance for every emergency situation. Offers the most immediately relevant content of any
emergency medicine reference, providing diagnostic and treatment recommendations with clear
indications and preferred actions. Presents the expertise and knowledge of a new generation of
editors, who bring fresh insights and new perspectives to the table. Includes more than 550 new
figures, including new anatomy drawings, new graphs and algorithms, and new photos. Provides
diligently updated content throughout, based on only the most recent and relevant medical
literature. Provides improved organization in sections to enhance navigation and six new chapters:
Airway Management for the Pediatric Patient; Procedural Sedation and Analgesia for the Pediatric
Patient; Drug Therapy for the Pediatric Patient; Co-Morbid Medical Emergencies During Pregnancy;
Drug Therapy in the Geriatric Patient; and Global and Humanitarian Emergency Medicine. Expert
ConsultTM eBook version included with purchase. This enhanced eBook experience allows you to
search all of the text, figures, Q&As, and references from the book on a variety of devices.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Transitional Settlement Tom Corsellis,
Antonella Vitale, 2005 Included on CD-ROM: Shelter training : a training tool complementling the
Transitional settlement: displaced populations guidelines; Shelter library : key documents for the
transitional settlement and shelter sector.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Humanitarian Crises, Intervention and
Security Liesbet Heyse, Andrej Zwitter, Rafael Wittek, Joost Herman, 2014-10-10 This book
presents a new framework of analysis to assess natural and man-made disasters and humanitarian
crises, and the feasibility of interventions in these complex emergencies. The past half-century has
witnessed a dramatic increase in such crises - such as in Haiti, Iraq and Sudan - and this volume
aims to pioneer a theory-based, interdisciplinary framework that can assist students and
practitioners in the field to acquire the skills and expertise necessary for evidence-based
decision-making and programming in humanitarian action. It has four major objectives: To provide a
tool for diagnosing and understanding complex emergencies, and build on the concepts of state
security and human security to provide a ‘Snap-Shot Analysis’ of the status quo; To provide a tool for
analysing the causes of crises as well as the related stakeholder field; To provide a frame to
structure and analyse the information required to evaluate, monitor and/or design interventions for
different actors on a project and/or programme level; To combine concepts used in the humanitarian



field with underlying theory in a practically relevant way. The book will be of much interest to
students of humanitarian intervention, human security, peacebuilding, development studies, peace
studies and IR in general.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Imagining Pathways for Global Cooperation
Freistein, Katja, Mahlert, Bettina, Quack, Sigrid, Unrau, Christine, 2022-09-08 This is an open
access title available under the terms of a CC BY-SA 4.0 License. It is free to read, download and
share on Elgaronline.com. This book examines the role of imagination in initiating, contesting, and
changing the pathways of global cooperation. Building on carefully contextualized empirical cases
from diverse policy fields, regions, and historical periods, it highlights the agency of a wide range of
actors in reflecting on past and present experiences and imagining future ways of collective problem
solving.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: The Handbook of Displacement Peter Adey,
Janet C. Bowstead, Katherine Brickell, Vandana Desai, Mike Dolton, Alasdair Pinkerton, Ayesha
Siddiqi, 2020-12-11 This Handbook provides the knowledge and tools needed to understand how
displacement is lived, governed, and mediated as an unfolding and grounded process bound up in
spatial inequities of power and injustice. The handbook ensures, first, that internal displacements
and their everyday (re)occurrences are not overlooked; second, it questions ‘who counts’ by
including ‘displaced’ people who are less obviously identifiable and a clearly circumscribed or
categorised group; third, it stresses that while displacement suggests mobility, there are also
periods and spaces of enforced stillness that are not adequately reflected in the displacement
literature; and fourth, it re-evokes and explores the ‘place’ in displacement by critically interrogating
peoples’ ‘right to place’ and the significance of placemaking, unmaking, and remaking in the
contemporary world. The 50-plus chapters are organised across seven themes designed to further
develope interdisciplinary study of the technologies, journeys, traces, governance,
more-than-human, representation, and resisting of displacement. Each of these thematic sections
begin with an intervention which spotlights actions to creatively and strategically intervene in
displacement. The interventions explore myriad meanings and manifestations of displacement and
its contestation from the perspective of displaced people, artists, writers, activists, scholar-activists,
and scholars involved in practice-oriented research. The Handbook will be an essential companion
for academics, students, and practitioners committed to forging solidarity, care, and home in an era
of displacement.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: The Good Project Monika Krause,
2024-05-31 NGOs set out to save lives, relieve suffering, and service basic human needs. They are
committed to serving people across national borders and without regard to race, ethnicity, gender,
or religion, and they offer crucial help during earthquakes, tsunamis, wars, and pandemics. But with
so many ailing areas in need of assistance, how do these organizations decide where to go—and who
gets the aid? In The Good Project, Monika Krause dives into the intricacies of the decision-making
process at NGOs and uncovers a basic truth: It may be the case that relief agencies try to help
people but, in practical terms, the main focus of their work is to produce projects. Agencies sell
projects to key institutional donors, and in the process the project and its beneficiaries become
commodities. In an effort to guarantee a successful project, organizations are incentivized to help
those who are easy to help, while those who are hardest to help often receive no assistance at all.
The poorest of the world are made to compete against each other to become projects—and in
exchange they offer legitimacy to aid agencies and donor governments. Sure to be controversial, The
Good Project offers a provocative new perspective on how NGOs succeed and fail on a local and
global level.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Integrating Environmental Safeguards
Into Disaster Management: Tools, techniques, and relevant resources , 2008
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Introduction to International
Development Cooperation Changrok Soh, Kyungyon Moon, 2017-06-20 개발원조와 빈곤퇴치라는 국제적 이슈에 대한 이
해를 돕고자 하는 『Introduction to International Development Cooperation』은 세 측면에서 논의를 진행하고 있다. 첫째, 빈곤문제와 대



외원조문제가 어떻게 해서 세계적인 주요 의제로 떠올랐는지를 규명하고자 한다. 이를 위해 역사적인 맥락을 먼저 살피는데 제2차 세계대전부터 시작된 대외원조의 변화 추이를 원조
국과 수혜국의 입장에서 분석한다. 둘째는, 지난 50여 년간 국제사회가 이룩한 구호활동과 빈곤퇴치 등의 업적을 객관적으로 평가하고 앞으로 해결해야 할 과제들을 고찰한다. 끝으
로, 그간 국제사회의 이러한 활동에는 여러 복잡한 문제와 관행, 그리고 여러 계층의 사람들이 관여하게 되어 도정되는 문제들도 있었다. 이러한 문제해결을 위한 글로벌거버넌스 프
레임 워크 구축은 매우 중요하며, 대외원조 효과를 극대화하기 위해서는 여러 관계자 간의 협력 네트워크 구축이 필요함을 강조한다.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Routledge Handbook of Environmental
Hazards and Society Tara K. McGee, Edmund C. Penning-Rowsell, 2022-06-30 This Handbook
provides a state-of-the-science review of research and practice in the human dimensions of hazards
field. The Routledge Handbook of Environmental Hazards and Society reviews and assesses existing
knowledge and explores future research priorities in this growing field. It showcases the work of
international experts, including established researchers, future stars in the field, and practitioners.
Organised into four parts, all chapters have an international focus, and many include case studies
from around the world. Part I explains geophysical and hydro-meteorological/climatological hazards,
their impacts, and mitigation. Part II explores vulnerability, resilience, and equity. Part III explores
preparedness, responses during environmental hazard events, impacts, and the recovery process.
Part IV explores policy and practice, including governments, support provided during and after
environmental hazard events, and provision of information. This Handbook will serve as an
important resource for students, academics, practitioners, and policymakers working in the fields of
environmental hazards and disaster risk reduction.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Exploring the Role of International
Humanitarian Organizations in Providing Mental and Health Psychosocial Support Larissa Kodama,
2025-01-28 This book offers a comprehensive analysis of the role of international organizations in
providing mental health psychosocial support (MHPSS) in humanitarian settings. Giving examples of
organizations such as the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the UN and Doctors
Without Borders, the work examines how these actors act in the midst of crises and catastrophes,
providing support to populations affected by disasters, conflicts and emergencies. From an approach
centered on the right to mental health as a human right, the book discusses international
conventions, protocols and State duties, in addition to exploring the cultural, religious and political
challenges that hinder the implementation of effective mental health and psychosocial support. The
work also addresses the lack of investment in the area and the stigma that still surrounds the topic
in different parts of the world. Based on concrete data and case studies, the book details research
methodologies and presents results that illustrate both the difficulties faced and the successes
achieved. It is essential reading for health, law, and humanitarian assistance professionals, as well
as scholars interested in the intersection between mental health and human rights in crisis contexts.
This work is an adaptation of the master's thesis of the international relations course at Middlesex
University Dubai.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Humanitarian Intelligence Andrej
Zwitter, 2016-10-12 Humanitarian aid workers are faced with many challenges, from possible
terrorist attacks to dealing with difficult stakeholders and securing operational space free from
violence. To do their work properly and safely, they need effective intelligence. Humanitarian
intelligence refers to the use of investigative and analytical techniques in service of rapid and
continuous assessment, project and program development, impact evaluation, and learning. It
focuses just as much on how to use early warning indicators to assess risks, evaluate trends, and
write early warning analyses as it does provide guidance on the operational design of humanitarian
relief efforts. Further, operational security depends on the intelligence analysis. Unlike
governments, NGOs’ resources are very limited. Humanitarian intelligence officers hardly have any
literature detailing useful current standards and important tools for their analysis needs.
Humanitarian Intelligence is the first to provide an overview and a practical guide to the tools and
methods of data gathering and assessment, standards of measurement in humanitarian action,
interpretation strategies, and operational planning tools. Short hypothetical cases and practical
examples illustrate and explain the tools detailed in each chapter. Additional resources including
case studies and teaching tools are available online at http://humanitarianintelligence.net .



  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Disaster Health Management Gerry
FitzGerald, Mike Tarrant, Marie Fredriksen, Peter Aitken, 2016-09-13 Disaster health is an emerging
field that focuses on developing prevention, preparation, response and recovery systems for dealing
with health problems that result from a disaster. As disasters worldwide differ in their nature, scope
and cultural context, a thorough understanding of the fundamental tenets of sound disaster health
management is essential for both students and practitioners to participate confidently and
effectively in the field. Disaster Health Management is the first comprehensive textbook to provide a
standard guide to terminology and management systems across the entire spectrum of disaster
health. Authored by experienced educators, researchers and practitioners in disaster health
management, this textbook provides an authoritative overview of: The conceptual basis for disaster
management Systems and structures for disaster management Managing disasters through the
continuum of preparedness, response and recovery The variations associated with both natural and
technological disasters The strategic considerations associated with leadership, research, education
and future directions. Using Australasian systems and structures as examples of generic principles
which will find application globally, Disaster Health Management is an essential text for both
undergraduate and postgraduate students, as well as for professionals involved in all aspects of
disaster management.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Conflict and Catastrophe Medicine James
M. Ryan, Adriaan P.C.C. Hopperus Buma, Charles W. Beadling, Aroop Mozumder, David M. Nott,
Norman M. Rich, Walter Henny, David MacGarty, 2014-01-13 The first edition of conflict and
catastrophe was produced in 2002 and a second, successful edition, followed in 2009. The decision
to produce these works sprung from painful problems experienced by colleagues and authors
themselves during many humanitarian and related deployments. The guide for both editions was to
provide, in one volume, an entry level text covering all aspects of deployment, with an emphasis on
medicine and healthcare in these environments. This third revised, expanded and updated edition of
Conflict and Catastrophe Medicine: A Practical Guide follows its successful predecessors in
providing a framework for use by health professionals visiting a resource constrained environment.
Encompassing problems brought about by local conflict or natural disasters, the book covers
preparation, organisation, logistics, treatment of major trauma and medical emergencies, and the
special problems of delivering medicine in a hostile environment. This book comprehensively
tackles: Self-preparation of health professionals to face a range of medical and related problems
which occur in hostile and remote environments; War and disaster medicine, covering acute
management, rehabilitation, reconstruction and prevention; Bridging the fields of medicine, nursing,
international relations, history, politics and economics. The book also touches on nutrition, infection,
trauma, psychiatry and psychological medicine and training.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: The International Legal Protection of
Persons in Humanitarian Crises Dug Cubie, 2017-04-20 The instinctual desire to support those in
need, irrespective of geographic, cultural or religious links, is both facilitated and overwhelmed by
the extent of information now available about the multiple humanitarian crises which occur on a
daily basis around the world. Behind the images of devastating floods and earthquakes, or massive
forced displacements resulting from armed conflicts, is the all too real suffering faced by individuals
and families. From the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami to the on-going conflict in Syria, recent years
have seen an increasing debate regarding the international legal mechanisms to protect persons in
such humanitarian crises. The International Legal Protection of Persons in Humanitarian Crises
argues that an acquis humanitaire is identifiable through the interconnected web of existing and
emerging international, regional and national laws, policies and practices for the protection of
persons caught up in humanitarian crises. Indeed, the humanitarian imperative to alleviate suffering
wherever it may be found permeates various branches of international law, and is reflected in the
extensive humanitarian activities undertaken by States and other actors in times of armed conflict,
population displacement and disaster. Dug Cubie argues that by clarifying the conceptual framework
and normative content of the acquis humanitaire, gaps and lacunae can be identified and the overall



protection of persons strengthened.
  in the sphere project handbook key indicators: Handbook of Refugee Health Miriam
Orcutt, Clare Shortall, Sarah Walpole, Aula Abbara, Sylvia Garry, Rita Issa, Alimuddin Zumla,
Ibrahim Abubakar, 2021-12-17 This book helps to recognize the rights of refugees and provides a
framework to identify and approach health needs, from basic elements like service mapping and
initial interventions to more complex elements of ongoing healthcare and support and broader topics
such as migration public health, migration policy and health systems. Beyond biomedical
frameworks, it draws on socio-ecological models to inform assessments and integrated models of
care to improve health and health equity. Set out in three comprehensive sections: public health
theory (Part 1), applied public health (Part 2), and clinical approaches (Part 3), this book draws on
multiple disciplines and insights from humanitarians, academics, policy experts, and clinicians from
diverse contexts, with expertise in forced migration, to create an accessible reference tool to inform
healthcare professionals’ interactions with forcibly displaced individuals and populations in all
contexts for both high and low resource countries. Apart from providing information across the
spectrum of health issues, clinical specialties and global contexts, it discusses associated areas,
including human rights and law, public health, medical anthropology and cultural awareness. Key
Features: Bridges the gap between existing academic literature on refugee health and guidelines for
health management in humanitarian emergencies Helps to develop an integrated approach to
healthcare provision, allowing healthcare professionals and humanitarians to adapt their specialist
knowledge for use in forced migration contexts and with refugees. Recognizes the complex and
interconnected needs in displacement scenarios and identifies holistic and systems-based
approaches. Covers public health theory, applied public health and clinical aspects of forced
migration.
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