in this economy origin

in this economy origin is a phrase that has gained significant attention in recent years, especially
as economic challenges become more prominent globally. Understanding the origin of this
expression can provide insights into how economic conditions influence language and popular
discourse. This article explores the historical context, cultural significance, and the semantic
evolution of the phrase "in this economy." By tracing its roots, the article will shed light on why it
has become a common expression in discussions about financial hardship, job markets, and
consumer behavior. Additionally, the article will examine how the phrase is used in marketing,
media, and everyday conversations to convey economic realities. The comprehensive analysis aims
to offer a clear understanding of the phrase's origin and its relevance in today's economic climate.
The following sections will guide the reader through the background, usage, and implications of "in
this economy origin."

 Historical Background of the Phrase

e Cultural and Social Context

e Economic Factors Influencing the Phrase
e Usage in Media and Marketing

e Semantic Evolution and Modern Interpretation

Historical Background of the Phrase

The phrase "in this economy" emerged as a colloquial expression reflecting the challenges and
conditions of a particular economic period. Its origin can be traced back to times of economic
downturns, recessions, or crises when people commonly referenced the prevailing financial
difficulties to explain behaviors, decisions, or trends. The exact point of origin is difficult to pinpoint,
but linguistic research suggests that it gained popularity during the late 20th century, coinciding
with economic recessions in the United States and other parts of the world.

Early Usage Examples

Early documented uses of "in this economy" appeared in media reports, political speeches, and
everyday conversations where economic hardship was a central theme. The phrase was often used to
justify cautious spending, job insecurity, or reluctance to make significant investments. For example,
during the economic recessions of the 1970s and 1980s, the phrase began to surface as a succinct
way to reference the broader financial context affecting individual and collective behavior.



Linguistic Roots

The phrase combines the prepositional phrase "in this" with the noun "economy," referring to the
current state of financial affairs. Its simplicity and directness made it an effective way to frame
discussions around economic conditions without the need for elaborate explanations. This linguistic
construction allowed the phrase to enter common parlance and become a staple in economic
discourse.

Cultural and Social Context

The phrase "in this economy" resonates culturally because it encapsulates shared experiences of
economic uncertainty and adaptation. It often functions as a shorthand for expressing the
constraints and realities faced by individuals, families, and businesses in tough financial times. The
phrase's social utility lies in its ability to communicate a complex economic situation in a relatable
manner.

Impact on Social Behavior

In times described by "in this economy," social behaviors such as consumer spending, job seeking,
and investment decisions tend to be more conservative. People often cite the phrase to explain a
preference for saving over spending, reluctance to change jobs, or postponement of major life events
like buying a home or starting a family. This behavior reflects a collective response to economic
pressures.

Role in Public Discourse

Politicians, media personalities, and commentators frequently use the phrase to frame economic
narratives. It serves as a rhetorical device to highlight challenges or justify policy decisions. Public
discourse around economic hardship often hinges on the shared understanding evoked by the
phrase, making it a powerful tool for communication.

Economic Factors Influencing the Phrase

The rise in popularity of "in this economy" correlates strongly with periods of economic instability,
such as recessions, inflation spikes, and job market fluctuations. These factors create an
environment where the phrase becomes a relevant and widely used descriptor of the financial
climate.

Recession and Unemployment

During recessions, unemployment rates often rise, leading to increased financial insecurity among
the population. The phrase "in this economy" gains traction as people seek to contextualize their
struggles and decisions. It becomes a common explanation for challenges in finding employment or
maintaining financial stability.



Inflation and Cost of Living

Inflationary periods contribute to the phrase's usage by highlighting the increased cost of goods and
services. When prices rise but wages do not keep pace, individuals frequently invoke "in this
economy" to express the difficulty of managing expenses. This economic pressure reinforces the
phrase's relevance in everyday conversation.

Globalization and Market Changes

Global economic shifts, including outsourcing, technological advancements, and trade dynamics,
also influence the phrase's prominence. As economies become interconnected, the phrase "in this
economy" reflects not only local but also international financial conditions affecting livelihoods.

Usage in Media and Marketing

The phrase "in this economy" has been extensively adopted in media and marketing to tap into
consumer sentiments and economic realities. It is often used to create relatability, urgency, or
empathy in messaging targeted at audiences facing financial challenges.

Advertising Strategies

Marketers frequently use the phrase to emphasize affordability, value, or necessity. Campaigns
might highlight how products or services offer savings "in this economy," aiming to appeal to cost-
conscious consumers. This strategy leverages the widespread recognition of economic difficulties to
drive purchasing decisions.

Media Framing

News outlets and commentators use "in this economy" to frame stories about financial trends, policy
changes, or personal finance advice. The phrase acts as a narrative anchor, helping audiences
understand the broader economic context of specific events or issues.

Entertainment and Popular Culture

Beyond formal media, the phrase appears in movies, television shows, and social media as a cultural
reference point. It often serves a humorous or ironic function, reflecting common frustrations or
realities related to economic hardship.

Semantic Evolution and Modern Interpretation

Over time, the phrase "in this economy" has evolved from a straightforward economic descriptor to a
multifaceted expression embedded with social and emotional connotations. Its modern usage
encompasses not only factual economic conditions but also attitudes and perceptions about financial



security and opportunity.

From Literal to Figurative Use

Initially used to describe the actual state of the economy, the phrase has taken on figurative
meanings, often employed to justify decisions or express skepticism. It can imply caution,
resignation, or even satire depending on the context. This semantic shift illustrates the dynamic
nature of language in response to societal changes.

Common Contexts Today

Today, "in this economy" frequently appears in conversations about employment challenges, housing
affordability, education costs, and retirement planning. It serves as a concise way to acknowledge
economic pressures without delving into detailed analysis, making it a versatile phrase in daily
discourse.

Examples of Contemporary Usage

1. Explaining cautious spending habits: "I'm not buying a new car in this economy."
2. Justifying career decisions: "Switching jobs is risky in this economy."
3. Highlighting budget constraints: "Dining out is a luxury in this economy."

4. Expressing skepticism: "Promises of quick wealth don’t hold up in this economy."

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of the phrase 'in this economy' origin?

The phrase 'in this economy' originated as a way to comment on the current economic conditions,
often implying that due to financial hardships or economic downturns, certain actions or behaviors
are understandable or necessary.

When did the phrase 'in this economy' become popular?

The phrase gained popularity around the late 2000s and early 2010s, especially following the 2008
financial crisis when economic challenges became a common topic of discussion.

Is 'in this economy' used sarcastically?

Yes, 'in this economy' is often used sarcastically to highlight how difficult or expensive something



has become due to economic conditions.

How did social media influence the spread of 'in this
economy'?

Social media platforms helped popularize the phrase by enabling users to share memes, jokes, and
commentary about economic struggles, making 'in this economy' a widely recognized expression.

Does 'in this economy' refer to a specific country’s economy?

Not necessarily; the phrase can refer to the economic situation of any country but is most often used
in contexts where economic hardship is widely felt, such as the United States during downturns.

What types of situations is the phrase 'in this economy'
typically used for?

It’s typically used when discussing high prices, job scarcity, financial struggles, or any scenario
where economic conditions negatively affect decisions or lifestyle.

Has 'in this economy' been used in popular culture?

Yes, the phrase has appeared in TV shows, movies, and internet memes as a way to humorously or
critically comment on economic hardships.

Are there any variations of the phrase 'in this economy'?

Variations include 'in this economy, who can afford that?' or 'you can’t do that in this economy," all
emphasizing economic difficulty.

Why do people use 'in this economy' frequently in
conversation?

People use it to express frustration or resignation about financial challenges, making it a relatable
shorthand for economic hardship.

Can 'in this economy' be used positively?

While usually negative or sarcastic, it can be used positively to acknowledge resilience or cleverness
in navigating tough economic times.

Additional Resources

1. The Origins of Economic Growth: Understanding the Foundations

This book explores the historical and theoretical foundations of economic growth, tracing how early
economies evolved and the key factors that spurred development. It delves into technological
innovation, institutional changes, and cultural influences that have shaped modern economies.



Readers gain insight into the roots of prosperity and the challenges faced by emerging economies.

2. Economic Origins: From Barter to Global Markets

"Economic Origins" examines the transformation from primitive barter systems to complex global
trade networks. It highlights the role of trade, specialization, and market formation in economic
development. The book also discusses how economic institutions evolved to support increasingly
interconnected economies.

3. The Birth of Capitalism: Economic Origins and Evolution

Focusing on the rise of capitalism, this text investigates the social, political, and economic changes
that gave birth to capitalist economies. It covers the transition from feudalism, the emergence of
private property rights, and the growth of markets. The author provides a comprehensive overview
of capitalism's historical roots and its impact on contemporary economic systems.

4. Institutions and Economic Origins: The Role of Governance

This book emphasizes the critical role institutions play in economic development. It analyzes how
legal frameworks, property rights, and governance structures have influenced economic outcomes
throughout history. Case studies illustrate how different institutional setups have led to divergent
economic paths.

5. The Agricultural Revolution and Economic Origins

Focusing on the agricultural revolution, this book discusses how the shift from foraging to farming
laid the groundwork for economic complexity. It explores the impact of agriculture on population
growth, urbanization, and social stratification. The author argues that this transition was a pivotal
moment in economic history.

6. Trade Networks and the Economic Origins of Civilization

This volume explores the development of early trade networks and their role in the economic origins
of civilizations. It examines how trade facilitated cultural exchange, technological diffusion, and
wealth accumulation. The book offers insights into the economic underpinnings of ancient societies.

7. The Industrial Revolution: Economic Origins and Consequences

This book provides a detailed account of the Industrial Revolution, emphasizing its economic origins
and transformative effects. It discusses technological innovations, capital accumulation, and labor
market changes. Readers will understand how the Industrial Revolution reshaped economic
structures and living standards.

8. Economic Origins of Inequality: Historical Perspectives

This book investigates the roots of economic inequality throughout history, linking it to economic
origins and development patterns. It explores factors such as land distribution, labor systems, and
institutional frameworks. The work offers a nuanced understanding of how inequality has evolved
alongside economic growth.

9. Monetary Systems and Economic Origins

Focusing on the emergence of money, this book traces the origins of monetary systems and their
influence on economic development. It discusses the transition from barter to currency, the role of
money in facilitating trade, and the evolution of banking institutions. The book highlights how
monetary innovations have shaped economic history.
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in this economy origin: Socio Economic Origin of Women Managers Dr. Nasrin Parvez
Khan, 2017-03-23 This book is a study of socio economic origin of women managers in service sector
industries particularly Banks, Insurance and Business Process Outsourcing Industries. It is rightly
said that an individual develops a particular behavior and attitude from an environment. Thus a
study of socio economic origin of women managers was conducted to find out how family
background influences women'’s performance on job. A study on family’s education, income, status,
type etc., was studied in order to know how socio economic aspects affect the contribution of women
managers on job. At times women sacrifices a top level position in order to create a balance in
professional life and family life. But a strong understanding and supportive family. This book is a
study of socio economic origin of women managers in service sector industries particularly Banks,
Insurance and Business Process Outsourcing Industries. It is rightly said that an individual develops
a particular behavior and attitude from an environment. Thus a study of socio economic origin of
women managers was conducted to find out how family background influences women'’s
performance on job. A study on family’s education, income, status, type etc., was studied in order to
know how socio economic aspects affect the contribution of women managers on job. At times
women sacrifices a top level position in order to create a balance in professional life and family life.
But a strong understanding and supportive family motivates women managers to accept
responsibilities and achieve greater heights.

in this economy origin: Natural Law and the Origin of Political Economy Arild Saether,
2017-06-26 Samuel Pufendorf’s work on natural law and political economy was extensive and has
been cited by several important figures in the history of economic thought. Yet his name is rarely
mentioned in textbooks on the history of economic thought, the history of political science or the
history of philosophy. In this unprecedented study, Arild Seether sheds new light both on Pufendorf’s
own life and work, as well as his influence on his contemporaries and on later scholars. This book
explores Pufendorf ’s doctrines of political economy and his work on natural law, which was
translated into several major European languages. Natural Law and the Origin of Political Economy
considers the influence he had on the writings on political economy of John Locke, Charles
Montesquieu, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Francis Hutcheson and Adam Smith, amongst others. If Smith
can be called the father of modern economics, this book claims that Pufendorf can be called the
grandfather. This volume is of great importance to those who study Pufendorf ’s extensive works, as
well as those interested in history of economic thought, political economy and political philosophy.

in this economy origin: The Origins of Neoliberalism Dotan Leshem, 2016-06-04 Dotan
Leshem recasts the history of the West from an economic perspective, bringing politics, philosophy,
and the economy closer together and revealing the significant role of Christian theology in shaping
economic and political thought. He begins with early Christian treatment of economic knowledge
and the effect of this interaction on ancient politics and philosophy. He then follows the
secularization of the economy in liberal and neoliberal theory. Leshem draws on Hannah Arendt's
history of politics and Michel Foucault's genealogy of economy and philosophy. He consults
exegetical and apologetic tracts, homilies and eulogies, manuals and correspondence, and Church
canons and creeds to trace the influence of the economy on Christian orthodoxy. Only by relocating
the origins of modernity in Late Antiquity, Leshem argues, can we confront the full effect of the
neoliberal marketized economy on contemporary societies. Then, he proposes, a new political
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philosophy that re-secularizes the economy will take shape and transform the human condition.

in this economy origin: Documentary Sources in Ancient Near Eastern and
Greco-Roman Economic History Heather D. Baker, Michael Jursa, 2014-08-31 This volume breaks
new ground in approaching the Ancient Economy by bringing together documentary sources from
Mesopotamia and the Greco-Roman world. Addressing textual corpora that have traditionally been
studied separately, the collected papers overturn the conventional view of a fundamental divide
between the economic institutions of these two regions. The premise is that, while controlling for
differences, texts from either cultural setting can be brought to bear on the other and can shed light,
through their use as proxy data, on such questions as economic mentalities and market
development. The book also presents innovative approaches to the quantitative study of large
corpora of ancient documents. The resulting view of the Ancient Economy is much more variegated
and dynamic than traditional ‘primitivist’ views would allow. The volume covers the following topics:
Babylonian house size data as an index of urban living standards; the Old Babylonian archives as a
source for economic history; Middle Bronze Age long distance trade in Anatolia; long-term economic
development in Babylonia from the 7th to the 4th century BC; legal institutions and agrarian change
in the Roman Empire; papyrological evidence for water-lifting technology; money circulation and
monetization in Late Antique Egypt; the application of Social Network Analysis to Babylonian
cuneiform archives; price trends in the ancient Near East and Mediterranean in the Hellenistic and
Roman periods, as well as the effects of locust plagues on prices.

in this economy origin: Economics, Anthropology and the Origin of Money as a
Bargaining Counter Patrick Spread, 2022-12-29 For many decades economists have disputed with
economic anthropologists over the origins of money. Economists claim that money emerged from
barter exchange; anthropologists claim that it originated as a “unit of account’ in the temples and
palaces of ancient Mesopotamia. This book argues that money originated as a bargaining counter in
a system of money-bargaining, emerging almost seamlessly from barter-bargaining. This is not the
‘money’ of mainstream economic conception - a ‘veil’ cast over a system of resource allocation
defined in mathematical terms. Confidence in the bargaining counter is sustained through
‘support-bargaining,” a process in which individuals seek the support of their associates but seek at
the same time to advance their own interests. A comprehensive ‘Introduction to Support-Bargaining
and Money-Bargaining’ is provided by the work. The arrival of coin-money is recognised by many as
a crucial event in the history of mankind, and it is argued here that the distinctive character of
support-bargaining in ancient Greek city states made possible the introduction of coin-money. The
dependence of coin-money on a particular form of support-bargaining also suggests the reason why
coin-money was not introduced much earlier, given that the technology for producing coins was
available long before their adoption. This book will be of great interest to researchers in the history
and origins of money, banking and economic theory more broadly.

in this economy origin: The Oxford Encyclopedia of Economic History Joel Mokyr, 2003
What were the economic roots of modern industrialism? Were labor unions ever effective in raising
workers' living standards? Did high levels of taxation in the past normally lead to economic decline?
These and similar questions profoundly inform a wide range of intertwined social issues whose
complexity, scope, and depth become fully evident in the Encyclopedia. Due to the interdisciplinary
nature of the field, the Encyclopedia is divided not only by chronological and geographic boundaries,
but also by related subfields such as agricultural history, demographic history, business history, and
the histories of technology, migration, and transportation. The articles, all written and signed by
international contributors, include scholars from Europe, Latin America, Africa, and Asia. Covering
economic history in all areas of the world and segments of ecnomies from prehistoric times to the
present, The Oxford Encyclopedia of Economic History is the ideal resource for students,
economists, and general readers, offering a unique glimpse into this integral part of world history.

in this economy origin: Cyclopaedia of Political Science, Political Economy, and of the Political

History of the United States John Joseph Lalor, 1884
in this economy origin: Studies in Economic History R. H. Tawney, 2019-05-23 First published




in 1927, this important collection contains a selection from the unpublished papers left by the late
Professor George Unwin, together with certain of the chapters and articles contributed by him to
books and periodicals. Part I is concerned with 'The Study and Teaching of Economic History'. Par 1,
'Essays and Lectures on Historical Subjects’, ranges over such topics as The Mediaeval City,
Commerce and Coinage in Shakespeare's England, Indian Factories in the Eighteenth Century, and
ends with a selection of his more important reviews of books. Part III contains six Miscellaneous
Papers on varied topics and the Appendix gives an indispensable list of the published works of
George Unwin.

in this economy origin: Origins of the Magdalene Laundries Rebecca Lea McCarthy,
2010-03-08 The convents, asylums, and laundries that once comprised the Magdalene institutions
are the subject of this work. Though originally half-way homes for prostitutes in the Middle Ages,
these homes often became forced-labor institutions, particularly in Ireland. Examining the laundries
within the context of a growing world capitalist economy, the work argues that the process of
colonization, and of defining a national image, determined the nature and longevity of the
Magdalene Laundries. This process developed differently in Ireland, where the last laundry closed in
1996. The book focuses on the devolution of the significance of Mary Magdalene as a metaphor for
the organization: from an affluent, strong supporter of Jesus to a simple, fallen woman.

in this economy origin: Studies in Economic and Social History Michael Oliver,
2017-11-01 This title was first published in 2002: There are few students of European economic
history who will not have come across the writings of Derek H. Aldcroft. His contributions to the
field of economic and social history are vast and distinguish him as one of the most prolific economic
historians of the 20th century. This volume honours Derek's contribution to the literature of
economic and social history and its contents reflect his wide-ranging interests, particularly on issues
relating to transport history and the growth and structural change in economies. From transport in
the Industrial Revolution to late 20th-century international financial architecture, the essays in this
book, contributed by leading economic historians, are a tribute to a remarkable scholar.

in this economy origin: Routledge Handbook of Major Events in Economic History
Randall E. Parker, Robert Whaples, 2013 This book aims to introduce readers to the important
macroeconomic events of the past two hundred years. It explains what went on and why during the
most significant economic epochs of the nineteenth, twentieth and early twenty-first centuries and
how where we are today fits in this historical timeline.

in this economy origin: Money and Its Origins Shahzavar Karimzadi, 2013 The concept of
the origin of money has been a topic of interest and discussion to almost all schools of economic
thought. However, in spite of minor differences of interpretation, most views share an underlying
core principal about the rise and origin of money, implicit in which is the central belief that barter
exchange preceded the money economy. This new book offers a challenge to this belief, and argues
that it is only by making this challenge that we will be in the position to accurately trace the roots of
money. In an ambitious undertaking, the book has gathered and classified the major theories of the
origin of money and assessed each at length, before presenting an innovative, alternative theoretical
framework for the formation and the rise of money. It blends the objections made against the
principal explanations of the origins of money and presents a terminological clarification between
what can or cannot be classified as money. This study has wide-ranging implications, in terms of
both the operation of the economy and the implementation of monetary policy, and will be of interest
to all those working in the areas of finance, monetary economics, economic theory and the history of
economic thought.

in this economy origin: History of Economic Theory T. Negishi, 2014-06-28 This volume
aims to interest students of modern economic theory in the history of economics. For this purpose,
past economic theories are considered from the point of view of current economic theories and
translated, if possible and necessary, into mathematical models. It is emphasized that the currently
dominating mainstream theory is not the only possible theory, and that there are many past theories
which have important significance to the advancement of economic theory in the present situation,



or will have it in the near future.After a brief discussion on the history of economics from the point
of view of contemporary economic theory, a bird's-eye view of the historical development of
economics is given so that readers can see the significance of topics to be discussed in subsequent
chapters in a proper historical perspective. These topics are carefully chosen to show not only what
great economists in the past contributed to the development of economics, but also what
suggestions for solving our own current problems we can obtain by reworking problems they had to
face. The book can be used in advanced undergraduate as well as graduate classes on the history of
economics. Mathematical techniques used can easily be understood by advanced undergraduates of
economics major, since some models constructed originally by contemporary mathematical
economists are carefully reformulated without losing the essence, basic calculus and the rudiments
of linear algebra being sufficient for understanding.

in this economy origin: Quarterly Calendar University of Chicago, 1892

in this economy origin: Normative Economics in the History of Economic Thought Sina
Badiei, 2024-06-21 This book examines the role of normative economics in the writings of Karl Marx,
Ludwig von Mises, Milton Friedman and Karl Popper. The book shows that while distinguishing
positive from normative economics can be helpful, this distinction should not minimize the
importance of normative economics or reject the possibility of offering objective evaluations of social
phenomena and policies in normative economics. The book offers a critical assessment of the
attempts by Marx, Mises and Friedman to reduce scientific economics to the positive analysis of
social phenomena alone. Through a meticulous analysis of their work, the book shows that their
positive theories fail to justify their evaluations of economic phenomena and policies. The book then
draws on the writings of Popper to maintain that we should place normative economics at the center
of economics. The book argues that normative economics can choose the norms underlying its
evaluations of social situations and policies objectively and relies on some of Popper’s ideas to offer
some criteria that can facilitate the selection of these norms. The book will be of interest to
economists, historians of economic thought, philosophers of economics and political theorists and
philosophers.

in this economy origin: Talcott Parsons on Economy and Society (RLE Social Theory)
Bryan S. Turner, Robert J. Holton, 2014-08-27 'In this remarkable collection of essays, Holton and
Turner demonstrate that Parsonian sociology addresses the most central problems of our time -
issues of sickness and health, power and inequality, the nature of capitalism and its possible
alternatives. They develop a mature and original perspective on Parsons as the only classical theorist
who avoided crippling nostalgia. Holton and Turner not only talk about Parsonian sociology in a
profound and insightful way, they do it, and do it well. As sociology moves away from the rigid
dichotomies of earlier debate, this book will help point the way.' - Jeffrey Alexander, Professor and
Director of Graduate Studies in Sociology, UCLA

in this economy origin: Origins of Increasing Returns Theodore W. Schultz, 1993-12-08
ORIGINS OF INCREASING RETURNS Nobel Laureate Theodore W.Schultz has made highly
important contributions to the fields of agriculture and natural resource economics, and to human
capital theory. This is the second of two volumes which encompass and combine the passions and
interests of this eminent economist. Origins of Increasing Returns is mainly devoted to investments
in specialized forms of capital, consisting in large part of human capital that produce increasing
rates. The resulting tensions between politics and economics are critically examined.

in this economy origin: Background Material on Economy in Government--1967 Ray Ward,
1967

in this economy origin: Bibliography of European Economic and Social History Derek Howard
Aldcroft, Richard Rodger, 1993 This bibliographical guide contains 10,000 references to the
economic and social history of 30 European countries during the period 1700-1939. More than 3000
periodicals have been consulted to obtain references, as well as books, edited collections and
conference proceedings. The information is listed in categories such as industry, agriculture,
finance, migration, labour conditions, urban communities and organizations. Full publication details




are included, so that references may be located easily.
in this economy origin: Annual Register University of Chicago, 1894
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