
in a short story the problem that
moves
in a short story the problem that moves the narrative forward is a
fundamental element of storytelling. This problem, often referred to as the
central conflict or main dilemma, serves as the driving force behind the
plot, compelling characters into action and engaging readers throughout the
story. Understanding the problem that moves a short story is essential for
both writers and critics to analyze how tension is built and resolved within
a limited word count. This article explores the nature of the problem in
short stories, its types, how it influences character development, and its
role in maintaining narrative momentum. Additionally, it examines practical
examples and techniques to effectively incorporate this problem into short
story writing. The following sections provide a structured overview to deepen
comprehension of this critical literary concept.

Understanding the Concept of the Problem in a Short Story

Types of Problems That Drive Short Stories

The Role of the Problem in Character Development

How the Problem Moves the Plot Forward

Techniques for Crafting an Effective Problem in Short Stories

Understanding the Concept of the Problem in a
Short Story
The problem that moves a short story refers to the central conflict or
challenge faced by the protagonist or other key characters. It acts as the
catalyst for action, creating tension and interest that compel the narrative
to unfold. Unlike novels, where multiple subplots may exist, short stories
typically focus on a singular problem to maintain clarity and intensity
within a concise format. This problem can be internal, external, or a
combination of both, but it always serves as the primary force influencing
the characters’ decisions and the story’s progression.

Definition and Importance
In literary terms, the problem is the obstacle or issue that a character must
confront or resolve. This challenge is crucial because it gives the story
purpose and direction. Without a problem, there is no conflict, and without



conflict, there is no story. The problem’s importance lies in its ability to
engage readers emotionally and intellectually by presenting a situation that
demands resolution.

Difference Between Problem and Theme
It is important to distinguish the problem that moves the story from its
theme. The problem is the specific conflict or challenge within the
narrative, while the theme refers to the underlying message or universal idea
conveyed by the story. The problem drives the plot, whereas the theme offers
insight or reflection.

Types of Problems That Drive Short Stories
Short stories employ various types of problems to create conflict, each
serving to challenge characters in unique ways. Recognizing these types helps
in understanding how different narratives function and what emotional
responses they aim to evoke.

Internal Problems
Internal problems involve psychological or emotional conflicts within a
character. These may include struggles with identity, guilt, fear, or moral
dilemmas. Internal conflicts are particularly effective in short stories
because they allow deep exploration of character in a limited space.

External Problems
External problems arise from outside forces acting upon the character. These
can be interpersonal conflicts, societal pressures, natural disasters, or
physical obstacles. External problems often create immediate tension and
clear stakes, which are essential in short story narratives.

Combined Conflicts
Many short stories feature a combination of internal and external problems,
where a character’s inner turmoil is complicated or triggered by external
circumstances. This layered conflict enriches the story and provides multiple
angles for tension and resolution.

Common Examples of Problems in Short Stories



Man versus self: struggles with personal fears or desires

Man versus man: conflicts between characters

Man versus society: challenges to social norms or laws

Man versus nature: survival against natural forces

Man versus fate or supernatural: confronting destiny or unknown forces

The Role of the Problem in Character
Development
The problem that moves a short story is not only a plot device but also a
critical tool for character development. How characters react to and engage
with the problem reveals their traits, motivations, and growth, making the
narrative more compelling and meaningful.

Revealing Character Traits
Characters’ responses to the problem showcase their personalities, values,
and weaknesses. For example, a character facing a moral dilemma may reveal
integrity, cowardice, or complexity through their choices and actions.

Driving Transformation
The problem often forces characters to change, grow, or confront hidden
aspects of themselves. This transformation is a key element of many short
stories, where the resolution of the problem coincides with a shift in the
character’s perspective or situation.

Creating Emotional Engagement
By presenting characters with relatable or compelling problems, writers can
evoke empathy and emotional investment from readers. The intensity of the
problem’s impact on the character deepens the story’s resonance and
memorability.

How the Problem Moves the Plot Forward
The problem functions as the engine of a short story’s plot, propelling the
sequence of events and maintaining narrative momentum. It introduces tension,



prompts action, and ultimately leads to a resolution that provides closure or
insight.

Initiation of Conflict
The problem typically emerges early in the story, presenting a conflict or
challenge that disrupts the status quo. This disruption is essential for
engaging readers and setting the stage for the unfolding drama.

Escalation and Complications
As the story progresses, the problem may intensify or become more complex,
raising stakes and increasing suspense. These complications keep the reader
invested in how the characters will address the issue.

Resolution and Impact
The resolution of the problem provides the story’s climax and denouement.
Whether the problem is solved, transformed, or remains unresolved, its
outcome shapes the story’s meaning and emotional effect.

Plot Movement Overview

Introduction of the problem1.

Development through rising action2.

Climax or turning point3.

Resolution or conclusion4.

Techniques for Crafting an Effective Problem in
Short Stories
Writers can employ various techniques to create a problem that effectively
moves a short story, ensuring the narrative remains engaging and tightly
focused.



Clarity and Focus
The problem should be clearly defined and central to the story’s purpose.
Avoiding unnecessary subplots or distractions helps maintain narrative
economy and impact.

Relatability and Stakes
Problems that resonate with readers’ experiences or evoke universal themes
tend to be more compelling. Additionally, establishing clear stakes—what the
character stands to lose or gain—heightens reader investment.

Conflict and Tension
Effective problems generate conflict and tension by pitting opposing forces
or desires against each other. This tension drives the story’s momentum and
keeps readers engaged.

Integration with Character and Theme
The problem should align with character motivations and support the story’s
thematic concerns. This integration enriches the narrative and enhances its
coherence.

Use of Surprise and Complexity
Introducing unexpected twists or multifaceted problems can add depth and
intrigue, encouraging readers to think critically and remain curious about
the outcome.

Define the problem early and clearly

Ensure the problem is significant to the character

Raise the stakes progressively

Link the problem to the story’s theme

Use conflict to build tension

Allow the problem to drive character growth

Craft a resolution that feels earned and meaningful



Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'the problem that moves' mean in a short
story?
'The problem that moves' refers to the central conflict or issue in a short
story that drives the plot forward and motivates the characters' actions.

Why is identifying 'the problem that moves'
important in analyzing a short story?
Identifying 'the problem that moves' helps readers understand the main
conflict and the story’s purpose, making it easier to analyze character
development and plot progression.

How can the problem that moves in a short story
affect the story’s resolution?
The problem that moves establishes the stakes and tension, guiding the
narrative toward a resolution that addresses or resolves the central
conflict.

Can a short story have more than one problem that
moves the plot?
While a short story typically centers on a primary problem that moves the
plot, it can contain secondary conflicts that support or complicate the main
issue.

How does the problem that moves influence character
development in a short story?
Characters often grow or change in response to the problem that moves the
plot, as they confront challenges and make decisions based on that central
conflict.

What are some examples of common problems that move
short story plots?
Common problems include internal conflicts like fear or guilt, external
conflicts such as a struggle against nature, or interpersonal conflicts like
betrayal or misunderstanding.



How can a writer effectively introduce the problem
that moves in a short story?
A writer can introduce the problem early through dialogue, character
thoughts, or events that immediately present conflict or tension to engage
the reader.

Does the problem that moves always have to be
dramatic in a short story?
No, the problem that moves can be subtle or internal, such as an emotional
dilemma or moral question, as long as it propels the story forward.

How does the problem that moves relate to the theme
of a short story?
The problem that moves often highlights the story’s theme by illustrating the
core issue or message the author wants to convey.

In what ways can understanding the problem that
moves enhance creative writing skills?
Understanding this concept helps writers craft focused, compelling narratives
with clear conflicts, making their stories more engaging and coherent.

Additional Resources
1. The Moving Problem
This collection of short stories explores the complexities and emotional
challenges of relocating to a new place. Each tale delves into the
characters’ personal growth as they face the uncertainty and excitement of
change. Themes of identity, belonging, and resilience are woven throughout
the narratives, making it a poignant read for anyone who has ever moved.

2. When the Walls Shift
A gripping anthology that centers on the upheaval caused by moving homes. The
stories examine the disruption of familiar spaces and how it forces
characters to confront their past and future. Through vivid storytelling,
readers experience the bittersweet nature of leaving behind the known and
stepping into the unknown.

3. Boxes and Breakthroughs
This book focuses on the symbolic and literal act of packing up one’s life.
The short stories reveal how sorting through belongings can unearth memories
and emotions, prompting characters to reassess their relationships and
aspirations. It’s a heartfelt exploration of transition and self-discovery.



4. Crossing Thresholds
An evocative compilation of short stories that portray moving as both a
physical and metaphorical journey. Characters in these tales grapple with the
challenges of adapting to new environments while seeking a sense of home. The
narratives highlight the courage it takes to start over and the hope that
accompanies new beginnings.

5. The Distance Between Doors
This book explores the emotional distances created by moving and the effort
required to bridge them. Each story delves into the connections lost and
found when characters change their surroundings. It’s a thoughtful
examination of how place shapes relationships and personal identity.

6. Leaving Lines
A series of short stories that focus on the moments leading up to and
following a move. The narratives capture the anticipation, anxiety, and
reflection that accompany leaving a familiar place. Through intimate
character portraits, the book reveals the complex feelings tied to saying
goodbye and embracing change.

7. Unpacked Memories
This collection delves into the memories stirred up by moving from one home
to another. The stories reveal how physical relocation can trigger emotional
reckonings and nostalgia. Readers are invited to reflect on their own
experiences of memory and movement through these poignant tales.

8. Shifting Ground
An anthology that highlights the instability and transformation associated
with moving. Characters confront upheaval in their lives and surroundings,
leading to moments of revelation and growth. The stories emphasize resilience
and the human capacity to adapt to shifting circumstances.

9. New Roots
This book centers on the theme of planting oneself in a new place after a
move. The short stories celebrate the process of building community, finding
comfort, and creating a sense of belonging. It’s an uplifting exploration of
hope and renewal in the face of change.
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Reacher! ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: Los Angeles Times, The Guardian, Suspense
magazine • Stephen King calls Jack Reacher “the coolest continuing series character”—and now he’s
back in this masterly new thriller from Lee Child. “Why is this town called Mother’s Rest?” That’s all
Reacher wants to know. But no one will tell him. It’s a tiny place hidden in a thousand square miles
of wheat fields, with a railroad stop, and sullen and watchful people, and a worried woman named
Michelle Chang, who mistakes him for someone else: her missing partner in a private investigation
she thinks must have started small and then turned lethal. Reacher has no particular place to go,
and all the time in the world to get there, and there’s something about Chang . . . so he teams up
with her and starts to ask around. He thinks: How bad can this thing be? But before long he’s
plunged into a desperate race through LA, Chicago, Phoenix, and San Francisco, and through the
hidden parts of the internet, up against thugs and assassins every step of the way—right back to
where he started, in Mother’s Rest, where he must confront the worst nightmare he could imagine.
Walking away would have been easier. But as always, Reacher’s rule is: If you want me to stop,
you’re going to have to make me.
  in a short story the problem that moves: Write Source Two Thousand Patrick Sebranek,
1990
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  in a short story the problem that moves: New Sky Station: A Short Story Collection Krista D.
Ball, 2021-07-29 Making a living in space is tough. Doesn't matter if you're a human, a troll, or a
pixie. Everyone's gotta pay the rent.
  in a short story the problem that moves: Illustrated American Magazine , 1890
  in a short story the problem that moves: The Chap-Book , 1898
  in a short story the problem that moves: Conflict and Communication Fred E. Jandt,
2016-03-22 Conflict and Communication introduces students to important theories, key concepts,
and essential research in the study of conflict, along with practical skills for managing conflict in
their daily lives. Author Fred E. Jandt illustrates how effective communication can be used to
manage conflict in relationships and within organizational and group contexts. Along with
foundational coverage of conflict styles, mediation, and negotiation skills, the text also features new
and emerging models of conflict management, including chapters examining the challenges of
conflict between cultures, a chapter on family and organizations, information on both face-to-face
and online bullying, a detailed step-by-step guide for mediation, and more emphasis on online
dispute resolution.
  in a short story the problem that moves: Women Writers at Work Paris Review, 1998-07-21
Sixteen of the world's great women writers speak about their work, their colleagues, and their lives.
For More Than Forty Years, the acclaimed Paris Review interviews have been collected in the
Writers at Work series. The Modern Library relaunches the series with the first of its specialized
collections -- interviews with sixteen women novelists, poets, and playwrights, all offering rich
commentary on the art of writing and on the opportunities and challenges a woman writer faces in
contemporary society.
  in a short story the problem that moves: The Dance of the Machines Edward Joseph O'Brien,
1929 In the present volume, I have endeavored to analyze the qualities of a machine and to show
how the machine has so far influenced life and art.--Pref. note.
  in a short story the problem that moves: Agriculture, Rural Development, and Related
Agencies Appropriations for 1983: Food and agriculture programs United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, and Related
Agencies, 1982
  in a short story the problem that moves: A Critical Rationalist Aesthetics Joseph Agassi,
Ian Charles Jarvie, 2008 This book is a first attempt to cover the whole area of aesthetics from the
point of view of critical rationalism. It takes up and expands upon the more narrowly focused work of
E. H. Gombrich, Sheldon Richmond, and Raphael Sassower and Louis Ciccotello. The authors
integrate the arts into the scientific world view and acknowledge that there is an aesthetic aspect to



anything whatsoever. They pay close attention to the social situatedness of the arts. Their aesthetics
treats art as emerging from craft in the form of luxurious and playful challenge to the audience. In
developing it they place emphasis on the number of questions and claims that can be settled by
appeal to empirical facts; on the historical character of aesthetic judgements; and on the connection
of aesthetic truth to true love and true friendship, i.e. fidelity and integrity, not to informative truth.
  in a short story the problem that moves: The Essential Guide to Prompt Engineering
Vladimir Geroimenko, 2025-03-17 This book provides a concise yet comprehensive guide to
mastering the entire spectrum of prompt engineering, from fundamental concepts to pro-level
techniques and essential security considerations. Filled with practical examples and detailed
explanations, it delivers actionable knowledge that can be directly applied to AI projects. The guide
includes dedicated chapters on key challenges and security issues, equipping readers to overcome
significant obstacles they may encounter. It outlines a clear pathway to the art and science of
prompt engineering, offering the tools and insights for a successful journey into the rapidly evolving
world of generative AI. With its holistic approach and coherent structure, this book is an
indispensable resource for AI developers, professionals in related fields, enthusiasts, graduate and
undergraduate students, and anyone keen to enhance the efficiency of their interactions with AI
models.
  in a short story the problem that moves: Agriculture, Rural Development, and Related
Agencies Appropriations for 1983 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations.
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, and Related Agencies, 1982
  in a short story the problem that moves: Being, Freedom, and Method John A. Keller,
2017 John Keller presents a set of new essays on ontology, time, freedom, God, and philosophical
method. Our understanding of these subjects has been greatly advanced, since the 1970s, by the
work of Peter van Inwagen. In this volume leading philosophers engage with his work, and van
Inwagen himself offers selective responses.
  in a short story the problem that moves: The SAGE Handbook of Modern Japanese Studies
James D Babb, 2014-12-15 A welcome addition to any reading list for those interested in
contemporary Japanese society. - Roger Goodman, Nissan Professor of Modern Japanese Society,
University of Oxford I know no better book for an accessible and up-to-date introduction to this
complex subject than The SAGE Handbook of Modern Japan Studies. - Hiroko Takeda, Associate
Professor, Organization for Global Japanese Studies, University of Tokyo Pioneering and nuanced in
analysis, yet highly accessible and engaging in style. - Yoshio Sugimoto, Emeritus Professor, La
Trobe University The SAGE Handbook of Modern Japanese Studies includes outstanding
contributions from a diverse group of leading academics from across the globe. This volume is
designed to serve as a major interdisciplinary reference work and a seminal text, both rigorous and
accessible, to assist students and scholars in understanding one of the major nations of the world.
James D. Babb is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Geography, Politics and Sociology at Newcastle
University.
  in a short story the problem that moves: Why Docudrama? Alan Rosenthal, 1999 Defining
and examining the rationale of docudrama, the nine essayists in the first part discuss the history and
development of docudrama on TV and in film; they also consider the place of truth in docudrama, the
main critiques of the form, and the audience's susceptibilities and expectations. In investigating the
actual filmmaking process, the eight essays in the second part focus on how docudrama as a
'commodity' is created in the United States and England. Part essay, part case study, and part
interview, this section also explores how Hollywood and the commercial networks as well as
producers and writers work and think. The final part presents an in-depth critique of a number of
controversial docudramas that have helped form and shape public opinion, including Battleship
Potemkin, Roots, Reds, JFK, Mississippi Burning, Schindler's List, and In the Name of the Father.
  in a short story the problem that moves: Rethinking Popular Culture Chandra Mukerji,
Michael Schudson, 1991-07-09 Rethinking Popular Culture presents some of the most important
current scholarship analyzing popular culture. Drawing upon recent developments in cultural theory



and exciting new methods of critical analysis, the essays in this volume break down disciplinary
boundaries and offer fresh insight into popular culture.
  in a short story the problem that moves: A Different Path G.A. Mendoza, 2008-09-05 After
graduating from the United States Military Academy and being commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant,
Neal Creighton spent his first five years in the Army in troop assignments in the United States and in
Germany. When his Armored Cavalry Regiment returned to the United States in the fall of 1957,
they found themselves at Fort Knox, Kentucky. It is at this point that the author begins his story of a
26-year period covered in the pages of this book. At Fort Knox, he meets Jo Ann Hicks, an employee
of the U.S. Army Armored School. They become engaged three months after meeting. The marriage
ceremony takes place on August 1st, 1958, at Jo Anns familys church. After a month long honeymoon
Neal and Jo Ann return to Fort Knox where they live in their first government supplied family
quarters, Jo Ann goes back to her job, and Neal becomes a student for a nine months long class at
the Armored School. In the chapter on their time at Fort Knox, the author describes the life style of
the typical young Army family living on a military post in the 1950s. Not long into the school year,
they are told they will be going to Spain for a year where Neal will study Spanish in preparation for
then returning to West Point where he will teach the language. Once in Spain, both Creightons
initially attend a university in north Spain. In the fall, they return to Madrid where Neal continues as
a student and Jo Ann takes a job with a U.S. Central Intelligence Agency office. During the year, they
travel extensively throughout Spain and Portugal. At the end of their time in Spain, they make a
month long trip beginning in North Africa, passing through France, Italy, Austria and both East and
West Germany. From 1960 to 1963, Neal has his tour as a member of the Military Academy faculty.
The Superintendent of the Academy is Major General William Westmoreland and Neal becomes one
of Westmorelands tennis playing partners. Jo Ann returns to work as a government employee.
However, after a year, she becomes pregnant and leaves the workforce. Unfortunately, she loses the
baby while Neal is traveling in Mexico. After she recovers, the Creightons decide to adopt. Shortly
before their three years at West Point are up, they succeed in adopting a six-week old daughter
whom they name Linda. Several months later, they are informed that their next assignment will be
to the Dominican Republic where Neal will be tasked with helping the Dominicans start a Military
Academy. Not long before they depart, Jo Ann learns she is once again pregnant. Arriving in the
Dominican Republic in the summer of 1963, the Creightons quickly find a house to rent and Neal
begins his work. At this time, the Dominican Republic is trying to recover from decades of
domination of dictator Raphael Trujillo, who had been assassinated in 1961. Neal has an early
meeting with Dominican President Juan Bosch. In September, a worried Bosch consults Neal about
the situation at San Isidro where the Academy is located. Shortly after that, Bosch is overthrown by
Neals Dominican boss. The U.S. breaks relations with the new Dominican Government and orders all
its diplomats and military out of the country. Before this evacuation takes place, Neal becomes
seriously ill and is evacuated to the U.S. Army hospital in Puerto Rico. Jo Ann accompanies Neal
because of the seriousness of his illness. Meanwhile, back in the Dominican Republic, the Americans
are evacuated by boat, leaving little nine months old Linda in the Creighton house in Santo Domingo
alone with the two maids. Jo Ann returns to reclaim her daughternow not an easy process. Finally,
Linda and Jo Ann do get aboard a plane for Puerto Rico where they meet Puerto Rican baseball
legend Roberto Clementewho then helps the Creightons while they remain in San Juan. The next
stop for the Creightons is the Panama Canal Zone. They are soon caught up in the serious anti-US
riots of January 9, 1964 and are lucky to escape without injury. At work, Ne
  in a short story the problem that moves: Inside Prime Time Todd Gitlin, 2005-08-12 Prime
time: those precious few hours every night when the three major television networks garner millions
of dollars while tens of millions of Americans tune in. Inside Prime Time is a classic study of the
workings of the Hollywood television industry, newly available with an updated introduction. Inside
Prime Time takes us behind the scenes to reveal how prime-time shows get on the air, stay on the
air, and are shaped by the political and cultural climate of their times. It provides an ethnography of
the world of American commercial television, an analysis of that world's unwritten rules, and the



most extensive study of the industry ever made.
  in a short story the problem that moves: The Effects of the High Cost of Natural Gas on
Small Businesses and Future Energy Technologies United States. Congress. House. Committee
on Small Business. Subcommittee on Tax, Finance, and Exports, 2006
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SHORT | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary SHORT definition: 1. small in length,
distance, or height: 2. used to say that a name is used as a shorter form of. Learn more
Short - definition of short by The Free Dictionary 1. Abruptly; quickly: stop short. 2. In a rude
or curt manner. 3. At a point before a given boundary, limit, or goal: a missile that landed short of
the target. 4. At a disadvantage: We were caught
short - Wiktionary, the free dictionary 3 days ago  (having a small distance between ends or
edges): Short is often used in the positive vertical dimension and used as is shallow in the negative
vertical dimension; in the horizontal
SHORT Synonyms: 391 Similar and Opposite Words - Merriam-Webster Synonyms for
SHORT: little, small, low, tiny, slight, low-lying, low-slung, compact; Antonyms of SHORT: tall, high,
lofty, towering, lifted, elevated, large, uplifted
SHORT | meaning - Cambridge Learner's Dictionary SHORT definition: 1. having a small
distance from one end to the other: 2. continuing for a small amount of time. Learn more
Martin Short - Wikipedia Short is known as an energetic comedian who gained prominence for his
roles in sketch comedy. He has also acted in numerous films and television shows. His awards
include two Primetime
Short Definition & Meaning | YourDictionary Short definition: Having little length; not long
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