
importance of evidence based practice
in nursing
importance of evidence based practice in nursing is a critical aspect of
modern healthcare that significantly enhances patient outcomes and the
overall quality of care. This approach involves the integration of the best
current research evidence with clinical expertise and patient values to make
informed decisions in nursing care. Understanding the importance of evidence
based practice in nursing is essential for healthcare professionals to keep
pace with advancements, ensure safety, and implement effective interventions.
This article explores the fundamental reasons why evidence based practice is
indispensable in nursing, including its impact on patient safety, clinical
decision-making, and healthcare efficiency. Additionally, it will cover the
challenges nurses face in adopting evidence based practice and strategies to
overcome these barriers. By delving into these topics, the article aims to
provide a comprehensive overview that underscores the transformative role of
evidence based practice in nursing today.
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Enhancing Patient Outcomes through Evidence
Based Practice
One of the primary reasons for emphasizing the importance of evidence based
practice in nursing is its direct influence on improving patient outcomes.
Evidence based practice enables nurses to apply the most current and valid
research findings to their clinical care, which leads to more effective
treatments and interventions. This approach reduces variability in care and
ensures that patients receive treatments proven to be beneficial. Moreover,
it facilitates personalized care by incorporating patient preferences and
values alongside scientific evidence, thus optimizing recovery and
satisfaction.



Integration of Research and Clinical Expertise
Evidence based practice in nursing bridges the gap between research and
clinical application. Nurses utilize scientific studies, clinical data, and
their professional judgment to tailor care plans that best suit individual
patient needs. This integration ensures that nursing interventions are not
solely based on tradition or intuition but grounded in solid evidence that
has undergone rigorous evaluation.

Examples of Improved Outcomes
Studies have demonstrated that evidence based nursing practices can reduce
hospital-acquired infections, lower rates of patient readmission, and enhance
chronic disease management. For example, the implementation of evidence based
protocols in wound care has significantly decreased healing times and
complication rates.

Improving Clinical Decision-Making in Nursing
The importance of evidence based practice in nursing extends to enhancing
clinical decision-making processes. Nurses often face complex situations
requiring timely and accurate judgments. By relying on evidence based
practice, nurses gain access to a repository of validated information that
informs their choices, thereby minimizing errors and improving care quality.

Access to Current Best Evidence
Evidence based practice ensures that nurses use the most recent and relevant
data when making clinical decisions. This dynamic approach keeps nursing care
aligned with advancements in medical research, technologies, and treatment
methodologies.

Reduction of Subjectivity and Bias
By grounding decisions in evidence, nurses reduce reliance on personal biases
or outdated practices. This objective framework helps standardize care while
allowing for clinical flexibility based on patient conditions.

Promoting Patient Safety and Quality Care
Patient safety is a cornerstone of healthcare, and the importance of evidence
based practice in nursing is closely linked to enhancing safety and quality.
Evidence based guidelines and protocols help identify potential risks and
establish preventive measures that protect patients from harm.



Standardization of Care Procedures
Evidence based practice promotes the development of standardized care
procedures that reduce variability and errors. Protocols based on evidence
help ensure consistency in nursing care across different providers and
settings.

Improved Risk Management
Nurses can anticipate and mitigate risks more effectively by applying
evidence based strategies such as infection control measures, medication
administration guidelines, and patient monitoring protocols. These practices
contribute to lowering adverse events and improving overall safety profiles.

Barriers to Implementing Evidence Based
Practice
Despite its recognized importance, there are several challenges that hinder
the widespread adoption of evidence based practice in nursing. Identifying
these barriers is crucial to developing solutions that facilitate evidence
based care.

Lack of Time and Resources
Nurses often face heavy workloads and time constraints, limiting their
ability to search for and appraise research evidence. Limited access to
databases and insufficient institutional support can further impede
implementation.

Insufficient Training and Knowledge
Many nurses may lack the necessary skills to critically evaluate research or
may be unfamiliar with evidence based practice methodologies. This knowledge
gap can inhibit effective application.

Resistance to Change
Established routines and cultural resistance within healthcare settings can
slow the adoption of new, evidence based practices. Change management is
essential to overcome skepticism and encourage acceptance.



Strategies to Foster Evidence Based Practice in
Nursing
Enhancing the adoption of evidence based practice requires concerted efforts
at individual, organizational, and educational levels. Implementation
strategies focus on equipping nurses with the tools, knowledge, and
motivation necessary to apply evidence based care consistently.

Education and Training Programs
Providing comprehensive education on evidence based practice principles,
research appraisal, and clinical application is vital. Workshops, continuing
education, and academic curricula should emphasize these competencies.

Access to Resources and Support
Healthcare institutions must ensure that nurses have access to current
research databases, journals, and decision-support tools. Leadership support
and dedicated time for evidence based activities enhance feasibility.

Creating a Culture of Evidence Based Practice
Promoting a workplace culture that values research, continuous learning, and
quality improvement encourages nurses to embrace evidence based practice.
Recognition, mentorship, and interdisciplinary collaboration further support
this culture.

Utilization of Clinical Practice Guidelines
Integrating evidence based clinical practice guidelines into daily nursing
routines helps standardize care and reinforces the use of validated
interventions. These guidelines serve as practical tools to translate
evidence into action.

Provide ongoing education and training on evidence appraisal

Ensure easy access to research databases and journals

Allocate time within work schedules for evidence based activities

Encourage leadership to champion evidence based initiatives

Develop and implement evidence based clinical guidelines



Foster interprofessional collaboration and knowledge sharing

Frequently Asked Questions

What is evidence-based practice in nursing?
Evidence-based practice in nursing is the integration of the best available
research evidence with clinical expertise and patient values to guide
healthcare decisions and improve patient outcomes.

Why is evidence-based practice important for patient
care?
Evidence-based practice ensures that nursing interventions are based on the
most current and valid research, leading to improved patient safety, higher
quality care, and better health outcomes.

How does evidence-based practice contribute to
professional nursing development?
It promotes continuous learning and critical thinking among nurses by
encouraging the use of up-to-date research, which enhances clinical skills
and supports informed decision-making.

What role does evidence-based practice play in
healthcare cost management?
By using interventions proven to be effective, evidence-based practice can
reduce unnecessary treatments, prevent complications, and shorten hospital
stays, thereby lowering overall healthcare costs.

How can nurses implement evidence-based practice in
their daily work?
Nurses can implement evidence-based practice by staying current with research
literature, critically appraising evidence, collaborating with colleagues,
and applying validated interventions tailored to individual patient needs.

Additional Resources
1. Evidence-Based Practice in Nursing & Healthcare: A Guide to Best Practice
This comprehensive book offers a detailed overview of evidence-based practice
(EBP) principles and their application in nursing and healthcare. It guides



readers through the process of integrating clinical expertise with the best
available research evidence. The text emphasizes critical appraisal skills,
implementation strategies, and evaluation of outcomes to improve patient
care.

2. Essentials of Evidence-Based Practice in Nursing
Focused on the fundamentals, this book introduces nurses to the essential
concepts and steps involved in evidence-based practice. It highlights the
importance of using research to inform clinical decisions and improve patient
outcomes. Practical examples and case studies help bridge the gap between
theory and practice.

3. Evidence-Based Nursing: The Research-Practice Connection
This title explores the relationship between nursing research and clinical
practice, stressing the importance of evidence-based care. It offers
strategies for nurses to critically evaluate research findings and apply them
effectively in various healthcare settings. The book also addresses barriers
to EBP and ways to overcome them.

4. Promoting Evidence-Based Practice: A Guide for Nurses and Healthcare
Professionals
Designed to support nurses in advocating for and implementing evidence-based
practice, this book provides tools and techniques for successful change
management. It discusses the role of leadership, teamwork, and organizational
culture in fostering a practice environment that values evidence. Readers
learn how to translate research into actionable practice improvements.

5. Evidence-Based Practice in Nursing: A Guide to Successful Implementation
This practical guide focuses on the steps required to implement evidence-
based practice effectively in nursing settings. It covers assessment of
current practices, identification of relevant evidence, and strategies for
integration and evaluation. The book also addresses common challenges and
solutions in the EBP implementation process.

6. Clinical Decision Making and Judgement in Nursing: Evidence-Based Practice
This book emphasizes the role of critical thinking and clinical judgment in
applying evidence-based practice. It provides frameworks for decision-making
that integrate patient preferences, clinical expertise, and the best
available evidence. Case scenarios illustrate how to make informed decisions
in complex clinical situations.

7. Evidence-Based Practice: An Integrative Approach to Research,
Administration, and Practice
Offering a multidisciplinary perspective, this book discusses how evidence-
based practice connects research, administration, and clinical care. It
underlines the importance of collaboration among healthcare professionals to
improve patient outcomes. The text includes practical advice for integrating
EBP into nursing leadership and policy-making.

8. Making Sense of Evidence: How to Apply Research to Nursing Practice
This user-friendly book helps nurses understand and interpret research



findings for practical use. It demystifies research terminology and
methodologies, making evidence more accessible. The book encourages critical
appraisal and guides readers in applying evidence to enhance patient care
quality.

9. Transforming Nursing Through Evidence-Based Practice
This inspiring book showcases how evidence-based practice can revolutionize
nursing and healthcare delivery. It presents real-world examples of
successful EBP initiatives that have led to improved patient safety and
outcomes. The text motivates nurses to become change agents by adopting and
promoting evidence-based approaches in their practice.
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Medicine's book, Health Professions Education: A Bridge to Quality. McInyk and Fineout-Overholt's
book should be required reading in all graduate programs. Their text has provided a blueprint for
the future of nursing practice and a rigorously substantiated and clearly described means for
clinicians, educators, and administrators to participate in improving quality of care. Janet D. Allan,
PhD, RN, FAAN Dean and Professor University of Maryland School of Nursing Evidence-based
Practice in Nursing & Healthcare: A Guide to Best Practice has been instrumental in developing a
culture of evidence-based practice at Barnes-Jewish Hospital. It is fundamental to our curriculum
provided to all levels of staff, from new graduate nurses to the highest levels of hospital leadership.
Dr. Patricia Potter, RN, PhD, FAAN, Dr. Gail Rea, RN, PhD, CNE, Dr. Karen Balakas, RN, PhD, CNE,
Jennifer Williams, MSN, RN, ACNS-BC, Elizabeth Pratt, MSN, RN, ACNS-BC Evidence Equals
Excellence group at Barnes-Jewish Hospital and Barnes-Jewish School of Nursing at Goldfarb
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systematic review, meta-analysis, best practice guideline, or outcomes management report. Students
learn how to utilize multiple complex databases and websites as they move through each chapter.
And, they experience dissemination of evidence through the development of presentations,
publications, posters, and grants. This is truly a remarkable book that embraces evidence as the
basis for nursing practice and patient-centered care and safety. Having used this text with more
than 1000 students over the past five years, I can honestly say that I have found no other text that
facilitates learning and development of clinical judgment that is grounded in valid, reliable, and
applicable evidence. This is a keeper! Alice E. Dupler, JD, APRN-BC Clinical Associate Professor
Washington State University College of Nursing I have used the book since I developed the
Evidence-based Practice course for our College of Nursing in Fall 2007. It was the first course of its
kind at Indiana State University. It has been well received and the preferred course for all nursing
graduate students for completion of their final scholarly projects. The text was essential in
developing the course and provides the foundation and guidance that the students need to develop
their Evidence Based Practice projects...the students love the text! Susan Eley PhD, RN, FNP-BC
Assistant Professor Director FNP Program Indiana State University
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NINR grant application, and a must-have Toolkit on a CD-ROM, containing a treasure-trove of
exemplary research tools (e.g., consent forms, a demographic questionnaire, statistical table
templates)--all in easily-adapted Word documents to meet individual research needs. A watershed
edition! Student Resource Manual with Toolkit, ISBN: 978-0-7817-7052-1.
  importance of evidence based practice in nursing: An Introduction to Evidence-based
Practice in Nursing & Healthcare Alison Pooler, 2014-05-12 The beginners guide to
Evidence-based Practice for Nursing, Health and Social Care. An Introduction to Evidence-based
Practice in Nursing & Health aims to help students, educators, mentors and professionals to make
sense of knowledge derived from research and how to use it as a basis for making sound decisions
about patient care. Covering everything from basic terminology to the application of Evidence-based



Practice in your everyday routine, this text is the guide to better practice. Written in a accessible
and interactive style, An Introduction to Evidence-based Practice in Nursing & Health clearly sets
out what Evidence-based Practice is, why it is important and how you can use it successfully to
improve patient care. Key Features for success in Evidence-based Practice: Simply and quickly
shows you what Evidence-based Practice is and how you can use it. Helps you to develop an
understanding of the policies driving Evidence-based Practice and professional development.
Regular reinforcement of your learning through integrated Activities and end-of-chapter self
assessment. Extensive references and suggestions for further reading and online research.
Integrated Glossary keeps you up-to-date with the latest jargon.
  importance of evidence based practice in nursing: Evidence-Based Practice in Nursing
Thomas L. Christenbery, 2017-12-28 A fundamental, reader-friendly guide to evidence-based
practice (EBP) for BSN, MSN, and DNP nursing students, Evidence-Based Practice in Nursing
explains the conceptual underpinnings of EBP and demonstrates how nurses can put EBP concepts
into practice. Replete with critical knowledge, skills, tools, and scholarly development to enable
nurses to fully and confidently deliver the highest-quality EBP care, this book eschews a
one-size-fits-all approach unique systematic guidelines for understanding and applying EBP. Building
blocks of information grow progressively more complex to apply to any point along nursing’s
academic trajectory. Thoughtfully organized to fit a variety of EBP-related course objectives,
Evidence Based Practice in Nursing easily adapts for standalone EBP courses at any level as well as
advanced practice specialty courses that integrate EBP content. This book addresses the needs of all
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conceptualizing, implementing, and evaluating EBP projects; conducting translational research and
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Jean V. Craig, Dawn Dowding, 2019-08-10 The Evidence-Based Practice Manual successfully breaks
down the skills required for evidence-based nursing into manageable components. The reader will
learn how to find, critically read and interpret a range of research studies, and will discover optimal
approaches towards helping patients reach decisions that are informed by the best-available
evidence. The more-strategic concepts of developing an organisational evidence-based culture and
making evidence-based changes at the organisational level are addressed in the final chapter. This
popular book comes with helpful online exercises including NCLEX questions for the US readership.
- Helps students learn to read and understand research results as a foundation for evidence-based
practice - Easy writing style makes a potentially difficult subject accessible and enjoyable - Explains
how to search the literature and rank it according to the strength of its evidence - Case studies,
scenarios and exercises 'bring the subject to life' - Clearly explains the process of critical appraisal –
quality of the study, interpretation of the results, and applicability of the findings to individual
patients - Explains the various means of applying data from population studies to the individual -
Offers practical advice on how to communicate risks and benefits to patients - Contains a glossary of
useful terms - New editorship brings an international dimension to the content - Includes a new
chapter on mixed methods studies - Expanded discussion of the evaluation of qualitative systematic
reviews - Updated information on the implementation of guidelines and the current role of evidence
in healthcare organisational policy - Now published in full colour throughout
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Abbott, Robert Mc Sherry, Maxine Simmons, 2013-05-13 This introductory text to evidence-based
practice provides nurses and other health professionals with a clear idea of why they should use
research information as a basis for high-quality patient care and how they should use that
information in the clinical setting. In a logical progression which helps the student build knowledge
systematically the text looksat: *the rationale for evidence-based care *what research is and
approaches to it *the benefits of research to clinical practice *critical appraisal skills *reflective
practice and decision-making *how to put research into practice *the importance of research
dissemination A summary of essential points to remember is included at the end of each chapter and
the text is firmly grounded in the clinical context. This book provides an indispensible reference
guide suitable for use at all levels of training and practice.
  importance of evidence based practice in nursing: Evidence-Based Practice for Nurses
Janet Barker, 2009-11-17 Janet Barker understands the learning needs of her targeted readership.
The text is a straight-forward yet comprehensive approach to evidence-based practice and it would
be a valuable resource for students undertaking undergraduate nursing programmes. - Dr. Jennifer
Craig, University of York A critically important text written with a clarity that communicates
considerable knowledge, experience and enthusiasm. 'Evidence-based Practice for Nurses' is not
only for students, practitioners and teachers but for every one of us committed to the development
of nursing in the 21st century. - Dr. Elizabeth Mason-Whitehead, University of Chester What is
evidence-based nursing? How can I ensure my practice is based on the best evidence?
Understanding what is evidence, how to appraise it and apply it to practice, are essential skills for
all nurses. Taking a step-by-step approach, this practical book shows how to identify and evaluate
the different types of evidence available and to critically appraise the studies that lie behind them. It
also looks at the ways in which findings are integrated into practice, showing how research evidence
can be applied to clinical-decision making and the delivery of patient care. Key features include: -
reflective and problem-solving exercises - chapter summaries - further reading sections - self-test
exercises and - glossary of key terms. Evidence-based Practice for Nurses is an engaging and easy to
use book that will help the reader to enhance or change their professional practice. It has been
designed to map onto the pre-registration curriculum and will be invaluable reading for all nursing
students, as well as practitioners.
  importance of evidence based practice in nursing: Tabbner's Nursing Care Gabby
Koutoukidis, Rita Funnell, Karen Lawrence, Jodie Hughson, Kate Stainton, 2009 Tabbner's Nursing
Care: Theory and Practice is the only Australian and New Zealand textbook written specifically for
the enrolled nurse student. The new 5th edition of this best-selling text has been fully revised and
updated throughout to reflect the content of the new National Curriculum. Unit 1 The evolution of
nursing Unit 2 The health care environment Unit 3 Cultural diversity and nursing practice Unit 4
Promoting psychosocial health in nursing practice Unit 5 Nursing individuals throughout the
lifespan Unit 6 The nursing process Unit 7 Assessing health Unit 8 Important component of nursing
care Unit 9 Health promotion and nursing care of the individual Appendices.--Provided by publisher.
  importance of evidence based practice in nursing: Evidence-Based Practice for Nursing
and Healthcare Quality Improvement Geri LoBiondo-Wood, Judith Haber, Marita G. Titler,
2018-07-25 **Selected for Doody's Core Titles® 2024 with Essential Purchase designation in Quality
Improvement** 2019 AJN Book of the Year Award Recipient in the Advanced Practice Nursing
category. Equip yourself to expertly conduct EBP or quality improvement projects. Written by
renowned EBP experts LoBiondo-Wood, Haber, & Titler, Evidence-Based Practice for Nursing and
Healthcare Quality Improvement provides a straightforward yet comprehensive guide to planning
and conducting EBP and quality improvement projects This brand-new, full-color, richly illustrated
textbook begins with foundational content and then works through the processes of developing and
exploring clinical questions, implementing results, and disseminating information. The book's
content and approach have been developed specifically with the adult learner in mind, with multiple
full-text appendix articles referenced throughout as examples, along with unique pedagogical aids
including EBP Tips and EBP Key Points to ground concepts in a real-life context. - NEW! Written by



renowned EBP experts LoBiondo-Wood, Haber, & Titler to provide a straightforward yet
comprehensive guide to planning and conducting EBP and QI projects. - NEW! A straightforward,
practical approach begins with foundational content and then works through the processes of
developing and exploring clinical questions, implementing results, and disseminating information. -
NEW! Developed specifically with the adult learner in mind, with multiple full-text appendix articles
referenced throughout as examples, along with unique pedagogical aids including EBP Tips and EBP
Key Points to ground concepts in a real-life context.
  importance of evidence based practice in nursing: Evidence-Based Practice for Nurses:
Appraisal and Application of Research with Navigate Advantage Access Nola A. Schmidt,
Janet M. Brown, 2024-02-06 Evidence-Based Practice for Nurses: Appraisal and Application of
Research continues to be an essential resource for teaching students how to translate research into
practice in an updated sixth edition. Built upon the foundation of the five step IDP process
(knowledge, persuasion, decision, implementation, and confirmation), this comprehensive resource
guides students through the hierarchy of evidence while interweaving concepts such as the
evolution of nursing science, quality improvement projects and how they relate to evidence-based
practice, as well as search strategies and how to choose a specific research design. Both students
and instructors alike praise the organization and presentation of content from authors, Schmidt and
Brown. They divided chapters into ‘bites', breaking down larger core concepts into smaller, easily
digestible parts of the whole, ensuring nursing students grasp a key concept before progressing to
the next.
  importance of evidence based practice in nursing: Evidence-Based Practice Heather R.
Hall, Linda A. Roussel, 2016-08-04 Quantitative research -- Qualitative research -- Mixed methods
research -- Data analysis -- Navigating the institutional review board (IRB) -- Critical appraisal of
research-based evidence -- Scholarship of administrative practice -- Evidence-based leadership
practices -- Evaluating organizational frameworks for systems change -- The nature of the evidence:
microsystems, macrosystems, and mesosystems -- Quality improvement and safety science :
historical and future perspectives -- Improvement science : impact on quality and patient safety --
Health policy and evidence-based practice : the quality, safety, and financial -- Incentive link --
Scholarship of clinical practice -- Philosophical and theoretical perspectives guiding inquiry --
Introduction to evidence-based research -- Technology supporting the search for evidence -- A doctor
of nursing practice systems change project : educating for early -- Intervention in
methamphetamine-exposed children and families -- Integrating research-based evidence into clinical
practice -- Evidence-based practice in the global community : building bridges -- Barriers to
evidence-based practice in developing countries -- Dissemination of the evidence
  importance of evidence based practice in nursing: Evidence Based Practice for Nurses
Mr. Rohit Manglik, 2024-07-30 This book introduces the principles and processes of evidence-based
nursing, helping nurses use research to improve patient care and clinical decision-making.
  importance of evidence based practice in nursing: Evidence-Based Practice for Nurses
Nola A. Schmidt, Janet M. Brown, 2014-07-22 This text on the application of best practices to
improve nursing patient care covers the fundamentals of evidence-based practice, identifying
research questions and evidence, methods for collecting evidence, evaluation of evidence and
decision-making, and evaluating applications.
  importance of evidence based practice in nursing: The Doctor of Nursing Practice: A
Guidebook for Role Development and Professional Issues Lisa Astalos Chism, 2009-05-05 The Doctor
of Nursing Practice provides information regarding the DNP degree and related role and
professional topics. This unique reference includes chapters on the discussion of the evolution of
doctoral education in nursing and the development of the DNP, rationale for the development of the
DNP degree including relevant discussion of the American Association of Colleges of Nurse's (AACN)
Essentials of Doctoral Education for Advanced Practice Nursing, the AACN's Position Paper on the
DNP, and the Institute of Medicine's Report calling for higher education among health care
professionals. This book also discusses the various roles of the DNP prepared advanced practice



nurse including researcher, health policy advocate and nurse leader.
  importance of evidence based practice in nursing: Essentials of Nursing Research Denise F.
Polit, Cheryl Tatano Beck, 2010 Essentials of Nursing Research is designed to teach students how to
read, understand, analyze, and evaluate research reports in nursing practice. The Seventh Edition
has been updated with stronger coverage of evidence-based practice, including content on how to
read, interpret, and critique systematic reviews, which are considered by many to be a cornerstone
of evidence-based practice. Also included in the Seventh Edition: a more balanced presentation of
medical and social science methods and nomenclature; enhanced coverage of qualitative research;
and more.
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