
immigration court practice manual
immigration court practice manual serves as an essential resource for
attorneys, legal representatives, and individuals involved in immigration
proceedings. This comprehensive guide provides detailed instructions on
navigating the complex procedures of immigration courts, emphasizing best
practices for case preparation, filing motions, and courtroom conduct. By
understanding the nuances of the immigration court system, practitioners can
enhance their effectiveness in advocating for clients facing removal
proceedings. The manual also addresses the latest legal developments,
procedural updates, and strategic considerations critical to successful
litigation. This article will explore the structure and purpose of the
immigration court practice manual, key procedural components, common
challenges, and tips for effective use. The following sections outline the
main topics covered in this comprehensive overview.

Understanding the Immigration Court Practice Manual

Key Procedural Elements in Immigration Court

Filing and Litigation Strategies

Common Challenges and How to Address Them

Utilizing the Manual for Effective Case Management

Understanding the Immigration Court Practice
Manual

The immigration court practice manual is a detailed document designed to
assist legal professionals and respondents in navigating the immigration
court system. It consolidates procedural rules, evidentiary standards, and
judicial expectations into a single reference. The manual aims to clarify
complex processes involved in immigration adjudications, making it easier to
comply with regulations and deadlines. It typically includes guidance on
filing petitions, motions, and appeals, as well as protocols for hearings and
case management conferences.

Purpose and Scope

The primary purpose of the immigration court practice manual is to promote
uniformity and fairness in immigration proceedings. It serves as a



standardized guide to ensure all parties understand the procedural
requirements and court expectations. The scope covers a wide range of topics,
including initial filings, bond hearings, eligibility for relief, and removal
procedures. Additionally, the manual addresses ethical considerations and the
role of legal representation in immigration court.

Audience and Application

The manual is intended for immigration judges, attorneys, accredited
representatives, and respondents. Its application extends to all stages of
immigration court proceedings, from the initial notice to appear through
final decisions. By providing clear instructions and procedural checklists,
the manual helps reduce errors and delays, thereby improving the efficiency
and accuracy of immigration adjudications.

Key Procedural Elements in Immigration Court

Understanding the procedural framework outlined in the immigration court
practice manual is crucial for effective case handling. The manual delineates
the sequence of steps involved in immigration removal proceedings and
highlights critical deadlines and filing requirements.

Filing the Notice to Appear (NTA)

The Notice to Appear initiates removal proceedings and must include specific
information such as the respondent's identity, alleged grounds for removal,
and hearing dates. The manual details the proper service of the NTA and the
consequences of defective or missing notices.

Master Calendar Hearings

Master calendar hearings are preliminary sessions where procedural issues are
addressed, and case scheduling is determined. The manual provides guidance on
preparing for these hearings, including submitting applications for relief
and filing motions to change venue or terminate proceedings.

Individual Merits Hearings

Individual hearings involve a full presentation of evidence and testimony



regarding the respondent’s eligibility for relief. The manual highlights
evidentiary standards, witness preparation, and best practices for presenting
a persuasive case before the immigration judge.

Filing and Litigation Strategies

The immigration court practice manual emphasizes strategic considerations to
optimize case outcomes. Effective filing and litigation strategies are
critical in managing case timelines and ensuring compliance with procedural
rules.

Preparing and Submitting Applications for Relief

Applications for relief, such as asylum, cancellation of removal, or
adjustment of status, must be meticulously prepared and timely submitted. The
manual outlines the necessary documentation, evidentiary support, and filing
protocols to avoid procedural dismissals.

Motion Practice

Motions serve as vital tools for addressing procedural issues or seeking
court intervention. The manual covers common motions, including motions to
reopen, reconsider, or terminate proceedings, specifying filing requirements
and grounds for relief.

Responding to Government Evidence and Arguments

Effectively challenging government evidence requires thorough preparation and
understanding of evidentiary rules. The manual advises on cross-examination
techniques, objections, and presenting counter-evidence to support the
respondent’s claims.

Common Challenges and How to Address Them

Immigration court proceedings often present unique challenges that require
careful navigation. The immigration court practice manual provides practical
solutions to frequent obstacles encountered by practitioners and respondents.



Dealing with Incomplete or Defective Notices

One common issue involves notices that lack critical information or are
improperly served. The manual explains how to file motions to dismiss based
on defective Notices to Appear and the potential impact on case outcomes.

Managing Deadlines and Continuances

Strict adherence to deadlines is essential to avoid adverse rulings. The
manual offers guidance on requesting continuances, extensions, and ensuring
timely submission of documents while maintaining compliance with court rules.

Addressing Language Barriers and Representation
Issues

Ensuring effective communication is vital in immigration proceedings. The
manual discusses the availability of interpreters, the importance of
competent legal representation, and resources for unrepresented respondents.

Utilizing the Manual for Effective Case
Management

The immigration court practice manual is a dynamic resource that supports
comprehensive case management throughout removal proceedings. Proper
utilization enhances procedural compliance and advocacy effectiveness.

Organizing Case Files and Documentation

Maintaining organized case files with all relevant documents, evidence, and
correspondence is critical. The manual recommends systematic record-keeping
practices to facilitate quick access and review during hearings.

Tracking Court Dates and Deadlines

Effective case management requires diligent tracking of all court dates,
filing deadlines, and status updates. The manual suggests using calendars,
reminders, and case management software to prevent missed deadlines.



Continuing Legal Education and Updates

Immigration law and procedures evolve frequently. The manual encourages
ongoing education and awareness of regulatory changes, precedential
decisions, and policy updates to maintain current knowledge and effective
practice.

Regularly review updates to the immigration court practice manual.

Attend training sessions and legal seminars.

Engage with professional networks and legal organizations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of an immigration court practice
manual?
An immigration court practice manual serves as a comprehensive guide for
attorneys, judges, and court staff on procedures, rules, and best practices
within immigration court proceedings.

Where can I find the most recent immigration court
practice manual?
The most recent immigration court practice manual is typically available on
the official website of the Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR),
which oversees immigration courts in the United States.

How does the immigration court practice manual help
attorneys in preparing cases?
The manual provides detailed instructions on filing motions, submitting
evidence, courtroom decorum, and procedural timelines, helping attorneys
navigate complex immigration court processes effectively.

Are there any recent updates or changes to the
immigration court practice manual?
Yes, the EOIR periodically updates the practice manual to reflect changes in
immigration law, policy updates, and procedural improvements. It is important
to refer to the latest version for current guidelines.



Does the immigration court practice manual cover
representation rights for immigrants?
Yes, the manual outlines the rights of immigrants to be represented by
attorneys or accredited representatives and provides guidance on ethical
considerations and representation procedures.

Can non-attorneys access and use the immigration
court practice manual?
Yes, the manual is publicly available and can be used by non-attorneys such
as accredited representatives, immigration advocates, and individuals seeking
to understand court procedures.

How does the immigration court practice manual
address expedited removal and detention procedures?
The manual includes sections detailing the processes and standards related to
expedited removal cases and detention hearings, ensuring consistent
application of the law and procedural fairness in such situations.

Additional Resources
1. Immigration Court Practice Manual: A Comprehensive Guide
This manual offers an in-depth overview of immigration court procedures,
providing practitioners with step-by-step guidance on case preparation,
filing motions, and effective courtroom strategies. It covers the latest
updates in immigration law and includes sample forms and checklists to
streamline case management. Ideal for both new and experienced immigration
attorneys.

2. Essentials of Immigration Court Litigation
Designed for practitioners facing immigration court cases, this book breaks
down complex litigation processes into manageable parts. It highlights key
legal standards, evidentiary requirements, and best practices for presenting
asylum claims, removal defense, and appeals. The text is supplemented with
real-world examples and practical tips.

3. Immigration Court Defense: Strategies and Tactics
Focusing on defense strategies in immigration court, this book guides
attorneys through the nuances of defending clients against removal
proceedings. It addresses common challenges, such as credible fear interviews
and bond hearings, while emphasizing effective advocacy and client
communication. The author shares insights from years of courtroom experience.

4. Federal Immigration Court Practice and Procedure
This title provides a detailed look at the procedural rules governing federal
immigration courts. It includes analysis of the Immigration and Nationality



Act (INA), Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) decisions, and relevant federal
regulations. The book is a valuable resource for understanding motion
practice, appeals, and judicial review.

5. Asylum and Immigration Court Practice Manual
Specializing in asylum law, this manual offers comprehensive guidance for
attorneys handling asylum applications and hearings in immigration court. It
covers eligibility criteria, credible fear assessments, and strategies for
presenting compelling testimony. The book also discusses recent policy
changes affecting asylum seekers.

6. Immigration Court Procedures: A Practitioner’s Handbook
This handbook serves as a practical toolkit for immigration attorneys,
detailing the step-by-step procedures from initial filings to final hearings.
It includes tips on managing client documentation, preparing witnesses, and
navigating bond and removal proceedings. The clear format makes it easy to
reference during casework.

7. Immigration Court Practice: Forms, Motions, and Briefs
Providing a collection of essential forms and sample motions, this book helps
practitioners draft effective legal documents for immigration court. It
includes templates for motions to reopen, motions to suppress evidence, and
waivers, along with guidance on tailoring arguments to specific case facts.
The resource aims to improve filing accuracy and efficiency.

8. Representing Clients in Immigration Court: A Practical Guide
This guide emphasizes client-centered representation in immigration court
settings. It discusses ethical considerations, client interviewing
techniques, and cultural competency, alongside substantive legal advocacy.
Attorneys will find strategies for building trust and effectively
communicating complex legal issues to clients.

9. Immigration Court Advocacy: Winning Strategies and Case Management
Focusing on advocacy skills, this book provides insights into effective
courtroom presentation, witness examination, and persuasive argumentation in
immigration court. It also covers case management techniques to keep track of
deadlines, evidence, and client communication. The book is designed to
enhance both the strategic and organizational aspects of immigration
practice.
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  immigration court practice manual: Immigration Court Practice Manual (Revised August,
2018) U.S. Department of Justice, 2019-03-17 The Practice Manual is a comprehensive guide that
sets forth uniform procedures, recommendations, and requirements for practice before the
Immigration Courts. The requirements set forth in this manual are binding on the parties who
appear before the Immigration Courts, unless the Immigration Judge directs otherwise in a
particular case. The Practice Manual does not limit the discretion of Immigration Judges to act in
accordance with law and regulation. The Practice Manual is intended to be a living document, and
the Office of the Chief Immigration Judge updates it in response to changes in law and policy, as well
as in response to comments by the parties using it. We welcome suggestions and encourage the
public to provide comments, to identify errors or ambiguities in the text, and to propose revisions.
Information regarding where to send your correspondence is included in Chapter 13 of the Practice
Manual.
  immigration court practice manual: Approaching the Bench from Inside the Immigration
Court William K. Zimmer, 2013-04-09 This is a book about the immigration court seasoned with
observations and some anecdotal humor. The book also serves as a practical guide for attorneys and
laymen who are interested in immigration matters within the jurisdiction of the United States
immigration courts. In addition, this book provides a historical overview of the evolution of
immigration law in relation to the role of the Immigration Judge, including suggestions for
improvements in the institutions that enforce and administer United States immigration law.
  immigration court practice manual: Board of Immigration Appeals Practice Manual (Revised:
October, 2018) U.S. Department of Justice, 2019-03-17 Role. - The Board of Immigration Appeals is
the highest administrative body for interpreting and applying immigration laws. The Board is
responsible for applying the immigration and nationality laws uniformly throughout the United
States. Accordingly, the Board has been given nationwide jurisdiction to review the orders of
Immigration Judges and certain decisions made by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and
to provide guidance to the Immigration Judges, DHS, and others, through published decisions. The
Board is tasked with resolving the questions before it in a manner that is timely, impartial, and
consistent with the Immigration and Nationality Act and regulations, and to provide clear and
uniform guidance to Immigrations Judges, DHS, and the general public on the proper interpretation
and administration of the Immigration and Nationality Act and its implementing regulations. 8 C.F.R.
§ 1003.1(d)(1).
  immigration court practice manual: Immigration Court Practice Manual United States.
Department of Justice. Executive Office for Immigration Review, 2011-07-15 Immigration Court
Practice Manual in paperback format.
  immigration court practice manual: Immigration Court Practice Manual Department of
Department of Justice, 2017-11-02 El Tribunal de Inmigración November 2, 2017 The Immigration
Court Practice Manual is a comprehensive guide that sets forth uniform procedures,
recommendations, and requirements for practice before the Immigration Courts. The requirements
set forth in this manual are binding on the parties who appear before the Immigration Courts unless
the Immigration Judge directs otherwise in a particular case. With everything that has been going on
in the news recently regarding immigration reform, we thought it a good idea to publish this so the
general public would have a better understanding of the process the Immigration Court goes
through. In fact, we decided to translate the first chapter into Spanish for the benefit of those about
to go through the process. If we receive enough positive feedback, we will go ahead and translate
the rest of the manual as well. Este manual se proporciona para la información y la conveniencia del
público en general y de las partes que comparecen ante los Tribunales de Inmigración. El manual
describe procedimientos, requisitos y recomendaciones para la práctica ante los Tribunales de
Inmigración. Los requisitos establecidos en este manual son vinculantes para las partes que
comparecen ante los Tribunales de Inmigración, a menos que el Juez de Inmigración indique lo
contrario en un caso particular. This manual is not intended, nor should it be construed in any way,
as legal advice. Why buy a book you can download for free? We print this book so you don't have to.



First you gotta find a good clean (legible) copy and make sure it's the latest version (not always
easy). Some documents found on the web are missing some pages or the image quality is so poor,
they are difficult to read. We look over each document carefully and replace poor quality images by
going back to the original source document. We proof each document to make sure it's all there -
including all changes. If you find a good copy, you could print it using a network printer you share
with 100 other people (typically its either out of paper or toner). If it's just a 10-page document, no
problem, but if it's 250-pages, you will need to punch 3 holes in all those pages and put it in a 3-ring
binder. Takes at least an hour. It's much more cost-effective to just order the latest version from
Amazon.com This book includes original commentary which is copyright material. Note that
government documents are in the public domain. We print these large documents as a service so you
don't have to. The books are compact, tightly-bound, full-size (8 1⁄2 by 11 inches), with large text and
glossy covers. If you like the service we provide, please leave positive review on Amazon.com. For
more titles, visit www.usgovpub.com
  immigration court practice manual: Immigration Practice - 15th Edition Robert C.
Divine, 2014-06-01 Immigration Practice guides readers through all aspects of immigration law in
one volume, complete with over 3,000 footnote citations to the wide range of statutes, regulations,
court and administrative cases, policy memos, operations instructions, agency interpretive letters,
and internet sites that a lawyer needs for complete understanding of a particular problem. No other
source merges the practical with commentary and analysis so helpfully. The book explains in
understandable language and meaningful and dependable detail the substantive issues and the
practical procedures a lawyer needs to handle a specific immigration matter, complete with
checklists of forms, supporting evidence, and other strategies needed for application/petition
packages. The book has unparalleled coherence, integration and consistency. * Liberally cross
references to other sections in the book where related topics are discussed (because so many topics
are interrelated). * Line-by-line instructions on how to complete the most commonly used forms to
avoid embarrassing mistakes. * Lists the contents of packages to file with government agencies:
forms and fees, detailed support letters, and other supporting evidence. * Explanations of potentially
applicable visa options organized according to the attributes of the foreign national (and the
employer), rather than classifications in alphabetical order, so that practitioners can make sense of
options in light of the client in the office. * Comparisons and charts of attributes and procedures of
such topics as nonimmigrant visa classifications, procedures to permanent residence, and standards
of extreme hardship. * Citations throughout the book, and collection in the extensive CD-ROM
Appendix, to primary source materials and the most useful Internet site URLs with explanation of
the increasingly helpful free databases and tools available through each one. • Internet Links:
Constantly increased and updated links to government web sites containing current contact
information, forms, primary law sources of all types, case status information, and processing and
substantive guides--all referenced by pinpoint citations in the text. See Chapter 5 explaining sources
of law, Appendix C and D-1 showing web links, and the CD-ROM in the back cover providing
one-click access! Readers are strongly encouraged to review and use the CD-ROM and to consider
saving Appendix C, D-1, and E-1 into their hard drives or saving the links to their internet browser
favorites or bookmarks for ready reference all the time. • Upgraded removal-related treatment:
significant improvements to Chapters 10, 11, and 16 by attorney who has worked for immigration
courts several years. • Supreme Court decisions: effects of limited marijuana distribution offense as
aggravated felony (§ 10-6(b)(1)(vi)); tax offenses as aggravated felonies (§ 10-6(b)(1)(vi)); rejection of
comparable grounds rule for 212(c) eligibility (§ 10-6(b)(1)(vii)); modified categorical approach
applies only to divisible statutes (§ 10-6(b)(2)(i)); non-retroactivity of Padilla decision (§
10-6(b)(2)(vi)); rejection of the statutory counterpart rule for § 212(c) waivers (§ 11-5(f)); invalidation
of the Defense of Marriage Act § 14-7(a)(2)(i)); non-imputation to child of firm resettlement of
parents (§ 16-4(c)). • Lower federal court decisions: concerning such issues as: recognizing a
beneficiary to have standing to challenge a USCIS petition denial (§ 2-2(a)(1)(I)); reviewability of
good moral character determinations and other (§ 2-2(a)(1)(I)); court order of USCIS to speed up



FOIA certain responses (§ 4-2); CBP FOIA process (§ 4-2); DOL case disclosure data (§ 4-5); need to
exhaust remedies under DHS TRIP to challenge inclusion on watch list (§ 10-3); CIMT crime
determinations (§ 10-6(b)(1)(iii)); effect of a single firearm sale (§ 10-6(b)(1)(vi)); 212(h) waiver
eligibility in regard to post-entry adjustment but not as to stand alone request (§ 10-6(b)(3));
interference with police helicopter using laser light as CIMT (§ 10-6(c)); whether post-entry
adjustment is an admission for § 212(h) waivers (§ 10-6(b)(3)); whether there is an involuntariness or
duress exception to the terrorism support bar (§ 10-6(c)); enforcement of I-864 financial support
obligations (§ 10-6(d)(2)); mandatory bond hearing after six months of detention (§ 11-3(f)); ICE
detainers found to lack authority (§ 11-3(g)); representation in immigration court at government
expense for aliens with serious mental disabilities (§ 11-4(g)); stop-time and petty offense exceptions
relating to cancellation of removal (§ 11-5(f)); revelation of the BIA's erroneous reliance for decades
on nonexistent provisions of Mexican Constitution affecting legitimation issues (§ 12-3(d)(3));
rejection of BIA's rule against nunc pro tunc adoption orders (§ 14-7(b)(3)); invalidation of FSBPT
efforts to restrict applicants from certain countries to sit for physical therapy exams (§ 15-2(c)(2));
use of impeachment evidence only to terminate asylum (16-2(b)); asylum claims of German
homeschoolers, and mixed motive cases (§ 16-4(a)(3)); social group asylum claims (§ 16-4(a)(3));
expansive implications of inconsistencies in testimony (§ 16-4(a)(4)); particularly serious crimes
barring asylum claims (§ 16-4(c)); special asylum procedures for unaccompanied children (§ 16-4(c));
adjustment eligibility of alien who entered without inspection and then obtained TPS (§ 16-7(a)(6));
eligibility of after-acquired spouse under Cuban Adjustment Act (§ 16-7(e)); preempted state law
provisions aimed at aliens, employers, and landlords (§ 19-4(l)(3)). • BIA decisions on such issues as:
what constitutes a drug trafficking crime (§ 10-6)(b)(1)(iv); implications of child pornography
conviction (§ 10-6(b)(1)(vi)); possession of ammunition by a convicted felon (§ 10-6(b)(1)(vi));
availability of stand-alone § 212(h) waiver without adjustment application (§ 10-6(b)(3)); service of
NTA on a minor (§ 11-3(b)); service of NTA and other safeguards for aliens with serious mental
conditions (§ 11-4(g)); approval of administrative closure of removal cases (§ 11-5(d)); termination of
asylum, then removal and relief in proceedings (§16-2(b)); relocation issues in asylum claims (§
16-4(a)(3)). • Regulations, government policy memorandums, other decisions, and government web
site enhancements concerning such matters as: differing government renderings of single name for
certain persons (§ 1-6(a)(3)); USCIS refusal to accept stamped signatures for attorneys on G-28
(§1-6(a)(3)); USCIS use of bar codes for forms, and danger of making marginal notes on forms
(§1-6(a)(3)); USCIS use of customer-completed e-Request Service inquiries (§ 2-2(a)(1)(F));
movement of all visa processing to the electronic CEAC system (§ 2-3(a)); replacement of the CBP
Inspectors Field Manual with the Officer's Reference Tool and the beginning effort to replace the
USCIS Adjudicators Field Manual with the online Policy Manual (§ 5-4); replacement of the paper
I-94 card for air and sea entries with an automated online I-94 record (§ 7-4(b) and other sections);
new section on Other Redress for Adverse Results (on visas and admissions, § 7-4(c)(14)); the radical
implications of Matter of Arrabally and Yerrabelly concerning the effects of departure under advance
parole (§§ 8-7(d)(2)(i) and 10-6(f)); modernization of the immigrant visa process (§ 8-8); new
Provisional Unlawful Presence Waivers within the U.S. using Form I-601A (§ 10-6(f)); exception to
false claim to U.S. citizenship inadmissibility if claim made before individual was age 18 (§ 10-6(g));
EOIR Online representative registration system (§ 11-3(e)); ICE Parental Interests Directive and ICE
eBOND online bonding process (§ 11-3(f)); ICE non-renewal of 287(f) agreements (§ 11-3(g));
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (§ 11-3(h)(3)); ICE recognition and implementation of statute
allowing post-removal challenges (§11-8(b)); new USCIS Policy Manual provisions on naturalization
eligibility and process, including residence, selective service, § 319(b) special rules, and other
issues, and new N-400 form and instructions (Chapter 12); Government-side implementation of the
Supreme Court's recognition of same-sex marriage (various chapters); exceptional circumstances
allowing foreign-country filing of I-130 petitions where no USCIS office is located (§ 14-5(a));
implications of a withdrawn I-140 (§ 15-1(h)); various policy developments concerning EB-5 investors
(§ 15-2(f)); numerous BALCA cases and DOL positions affecting the PERM labor certification process



and the publication of data about applications (§ 15-3); updated Affirmative Asylum Procedures
Manual (§ 16-3(a)); USCIS memo on exceptional circumstances for failure to appear at asylum
interview (§ 16-3(a)(1)(iii)); litigation settlement agreements to share asylum officer interview notes
in FOIA (§ 16-3(a)(2)), concerning asylum applicant work authorization process and Clock (§ 16-3(c)),
and failure to appear at I-730 interview (§ 16-3(f)); bundling of related L-1 petitions (§ 17-3(b)(4)(i));
presumed L-1 visa validity for maximum reciprocity duration but sometimes more limited stays from
CBP (§ 17-3(b)(7)); filing I-129 petition for Canadian TN, and duration of Mexican TN separate from
visa validity (§ 17-4(c)(2)(ii)); H-1B and H-2A flip-flopping administrative and congressional positions
(§ 17-4(d) and 17-5(e)(1)); B-1 in lieu of H in effect but under review (§ 18-3(1)(2)(B)); accreditation
requirements for F-1 language training programs (§ 18-4(d)(1)); cessation of CBP stamping of I-20
forms (§ 18-4(d)(3)); use of electronic ELIS system for certain changes of status (§ 18-4(d)(4)); new
cap gap and STEM OPT extension policies (§ 18-4(d)(9)(iii); possible need for separate waivers for
different J experiences subject to § 212(e) (§ 18-5(b)(2)(ix)); revisions to M-274 Handbook for
Employers for I-9, USCIS I-9 Central web site, and IRS tightening of ITIN application process (§
19-4(b)); ICE policies about auditing electronically generated I-9 forms (§ 19-4(h)); OCAHO
reductions of ICE I-9 fines on employers (§ 19-4(j)); ICE definition of technical and procedural errors
subject to correction under good faith rules (§ 19-4(j)); USCIS revision of E-Verify MOU and new
notice to workers about TNC resolution, expansion of E-Verify photo tool, and lock out of suspect
SSNs from E-Verify (§ 19-4(l)(1)).
  immigration court practice manual: The Slow Violence of Immigration Court Maya Pagni
Barak, 2023-03-14 The arduous, confusing and fraught journey that immigrants take through
immigration court Each year, hundreds of thousands of migrants are moved through immigration
court. With a national backlog surpassing one million cases, court hearings take years and most
migrants will eventually be ordered deported. The Slow Violence of Immigration Court sheds light on
the experiences of migrants from the “Northern Triangle” (Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador)
as they navigate legal processes, deportation proceedings, immigration court, and the immigration
system writ large. Grounded in the illuminating stories of people facing deportation, the family
members who support them, and the attorneys who defend them, The Slow Violence of Immigration
Court invites readers to question matters of fairness and justice and the fear of living with the threat
of deportation. Although the spectacle of violence created by family separation and deportation is
perceived as extreme and unprecedented, these long legal proceedings are masked in the mundane
and are often overlooked, ignored, and excused. In an urgent call to action, Maya Pagni Barak deftly
demonstrates that deportation and family separation are not abhorrent anomalies, but are a routine,
slow form of violence at the heart of the U.S. immigration system.
  immigration court practice manual: Mental Health Evaluations in Immigration Court
Virginia Barber-Rioja, Adeyinka M. Akinsulure-Smith, Sarah Vendzules, 2022-08-16 PROSE Award-
Psychology Finalist A timely and important contribution to the study of immigration court from a
psychological perspective Every day, large numbers of immigrants undertake dangerous migration
journeys only to face deportation or “removal” proceedings once they arrive in the U.S. Others who
have been in the country for many years may face these proceedings as well, and either group may
seek to gain lawful status by means of an application to USCIS, the benefits arm of the immigration
system. Mental Health Evaluations in Immigration Court examines the growing role of mental health
professionals in the immigration system as they conduct forensic mental health assessments that are
used as psychological evidence for applications for deportation relief, write affidavits for the court
about the course of treatment they have provided to immigrants, help prepare people emotionally to
be deported, and provide support for immigrants in detention centers. Many immigrants appear in
immigration court—often without an attorney if they cannot afford one—as part of deportation
proceedings. Mental health professionals can be deeply involved in these proceedings, from helping
to buttress an immigrant’s plea for asylum to helping an immigration judge make decisions about
hardship, competency or risks for violence. There are a whole host of psycho-legal and forensic
issues that arise in immigration court and in other immigration applications that have not yet been



fully addressed in the field. This book provides an overview of relevant issues likely to be addressed
by mental health and legal professionals. Mental Health Evaluations in Immigration Court corrects a
serious deficiency in the study of immigration law and mental health, offering suggestions for future
scholarship and acting as a vital resource for mental health professionals, immigration lawyers, and
judges.
  immigration court practice manual: Developments in administrative law and regulatory
practice, 2007-2008 , 2009
  immigration court practice manual: Practicing Asylum Kimberly Gauderman, 2023-06-06 A
free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of California Press's Open
Access publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more. This multidisciplinary volume
brings together experienced expert witnesses and immigration attorneys to highlight best practices
and strategies for giving expert testimony in asylum cases. As the scale and severity of violence in
Latin America has grown in the last decade, scholars and attorneys have collaborated to defend the
rights of immigrant women, children, and LGBTQ+ persons who are threatened by gender-based,
sexual, and gang violence in their home countries. Researchers in anthropology, history, political
science, and sociology have regularly supported the work of immigration lawyers and contributed to
public debates on immigration reform, but the academy contains untapped scholarly expertise that,
guided by the resources provided in this handbook, can aid asylum seekers and refugees and
promote the fair adjudication of asylum claims in US courts. As the recent refugee crisis of
immigrant mothers and children and unaccompanied minors has made clear, there is an urgent need
for academics to work with other professionals to build a legal framework and national network that
can respond effectively to this human rights crisis.
  immigration court practice manual: Immigration Court Practice Manual , 2009
  immigration court practice manual: Conducting Psychological Assessments for U.S.
Immigration Cases Robert S. Meyers, 2020-09-15 This book focuses on the psychologist’s role in
assessing immigration cases and serving as an expert witness in these situations. It provides
extensive background information on the history of immigration law in the U.S. and the legal
precedents that establish professional qualifications for testifying in court, covering a range of
forensic evaluations including spousal abuse, cognitive deficits, and hardship consequences of
deportation. Additionally, the book offers practical strategies for: Writing a clinical report acceptable
in court Preparing the required waivers for an accurate evaluation Qualifying as an expert witness
Conducting Psychological Assessments for U.S. Immigration Cases is a useful guide for
psychologists serving a critical role carrying out evaluations that determine an immigrant’s status
and future in the country.
  immigration court practice manual: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services United
States. Congress. House. Committee on the Judiciary, 2014
  immigration court practice manual: Oversight of the U.S. Department of Justice United
States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 2011
  immigration court practice manual: The Homeland Security Department's Budget
Submission for Fiscal Year 2016 United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs, 2016
  immigration court practice manual: Executive Office for Immigration Review United States.
Congress. House. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizenship, Refugees,
Border Security, and International Law, 2009
  immigration court practice manual: Adjudicating Refugee and Asylum Status Benjamin N.
Lawrance, Galya Ruffer, 2015-02-26 A comprehensive study offering the first comparative account of
the increasing dependence on expertise in the asylum and refugee status determination process.
  immigration court practice manual: Securing the Borders and America's Points of Entry
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Immigration,
Refugees, and Border Security, 2010
  immigration court practice manual: Saving the Freedom of Information Act Margaret B.



Kwoka, 2021-10-14 The Freedom of Information Act is vital for democratic accountability.
Understanding who uses it is key to re-centering its oversight purposes.
  immigration court practice manual: Cultural Expertise Livia Holden, 2025-04-17 This book
provides a comprehensive examination of the subject of cultural expertise, addressing its theoretical
developments, ethical debates, regulatory frameworks, and practices. Elaborating the theory and
practice of cultural expertise as it crosscuts legal systems and disciplinary boundaries, the book
offers a thorough understanding of the scope, application, and impact of cultural expertise in various
socio-legal contexts. The book offers theoretical and practical tools to those with academic or
professional interests in cultural expertise, detailing its scope, application, and impact. Throughout,
cultural expertise is positioned as a vital interdisciplinary concept, bridging the gap between
theoretical frameworks and practical solutions for complex social problems that transcend
jurisdictional boundaries, legal fields, and disciplinary categories. This book will appeal to academics
and students in the areas of the socio-legal studies, international and comparative law, and cultural
anthropology, as well as members of the legal professions and policy-makers who engage with the
analysis of laws and cultures.
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