
impact factor academic medicine

impact factor academic medicine is a critical metric used to evaluate the influence and prestige of scholarly
journals in the field of medical research and practice. It reflects the average number of citations received by
articles published in a journal within a specific period, typically two years. Understanding the impact factor's
role in academic medicine is essential for researchers, clinicians, and institutions aiming to assess the quality
and reach of medical publications. This article explores the significance of impact factor academic medicine, its
calculation methods, benefits, limitations, and the broader implications for research dissemination and career
advancement. Additionally, it examines alternative metrics and evolving perspectives in the academic community.
The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of the impact factor's role and influence in academic
medicine.

Understanding Impact Factor in Academic Medicine

Calculation and Interpretation of Impact Factor

Significance of Impact Factor in Medical Research

Limitations and Criticisms of Impact Factor

Alternative Metrics and Future Trends

Understanding Impact Factor in Academic Medicine

The impact factor is a bibliometric indicator that quantifies the average number of citations received by
articles published in a journal during a given timeframe, usually two years. In academic medicine, it serves as a
benchmark for evaluating the influence and visibility of medical journals. The impact factor academic medicine
metric is widely used by researchers, institutions, and funding agencies to gauge the scientific merit and
dissemination potential of medical research.

Historical Background

The concept of the impact factor was introduced in the 1960s by Eugene Garfield, the founder of the Institute
for Scientific Information (ISI). Since then, it has become a standard tool for assessing journal quality across
various scientific disciplines, including academic medicine. The metric has evolved to influence publishing
strategies, research evaluation, and academic promotion.

Role in Academic Medicine

In academic medicine, impact factor plays a pivotal role in guiding manuscript submission decisions, influencing
library acquisitions, and evaluating research productivity. High-impact journals are often perceived as more
prestigious, attracting high-quality submissions and wider readership. Consequently, impact factor academic
medicine remains a key consideration in the dissemination and validation of medical knowledge.

Calculation and Interpretation of Impact Factor

The impact factor academic medicine is calculated by dividing the number of citations in a given year to articles
published in the journal during the two preceding years by the total number of citable articles published in those



years. This calculation provides an average citation rate per article, serving as a proxy for journal influence.

Formula for Calculation

The formula for the impact factor in academic medicine is:

Count the total citations in year X to articles published in years X-1 and X-2.1.

Count the total number of citable articles published in years X-1 and X-2.2.

Divide the total citations by the total citable articles to obtain the impact factor.3.

Interpretation and Context

While a higher impact factor generally indicates greater journal prestige, it is essential to interpret the metric
within the context of the specific medical field. Citation behaviors vary across specialties, and some areas
inherently generate fewer citations. Therefore, impact factor academic medicine should be considered alongside
other qualitative and quantitative indicators to assess journal quality comprehensively.

Significance of Impact Factor in Medical Research

The impact factor academic medicine significantly influences various aspects of medical research, including
publication decisions, academic promotions, and funding allocation. It acts as a surrogate marker of research
quality and visibility, affecting how medical knowledge is disseminated and utilized.

Influence on Publication Choices

Researchers often target high-impact journals to maximize the reach and recognition of their work. Publishing in
journals with a high impact factor academic medicine can enhance the perceived value of research findings and
increase citation potential. This dynamic shapes the competitive landscape of medical publishing.

Academic and Institutional Implications

Academic institutions and funding bodies frequently use impact factor academic medicine as a criterion for
evaluating researcher performance and productivity. Promotion and tenure committees may consider
publications in high-impact journals as evidence of significant scholarly contribution, influencing career
advancement and resource allocation.

Enhancing Research Visibility

Publishing in journals with a strong impact factor academic medicine helps ensure that research reaches a broad
audience, including clinicians, policymakers, and other researchers. This visibility facilitates knowledge
translation and can accelerate the implementation of evidence-based medical practices.



Limitations and Criticisms of Impact Factor

Despite its widespread use, the impact factor academic medicine faces several criticisms related to its
calculation, interpretation, and potential for misuse. Understanding these limitations is crucial for responsible
application in academic medicine.

Bias and Variability

The impact factor can be influenced by factors unrelated to journal quality, such as self-citations, citation
stacking, and editorial policies favoring review articles, which tend to attract more citations. Additionally,
citation patterns vary by specialty, making cross-disciplinary comparisons problematic.

Focus on Journal Rather Than Article Quality

Impact factor academic medicine reflects the average citation rate of a journal, not the merit of individual
articles. High-impact journals may publish some low-impact articles, while lower-impact journals can contain
highly influential research. Relying solely on impact factor can obscure the true value of specific studies.

Encouragement of Citation Gaming

The emphasis on impact factor academic medicine has led to practices aimed at artificially boosting citation
counts, such as excessive self-citation or preferential citation of certain articles. These behaviors can
distort the metric's accuracy and undermine its validity as an objective measure.

Alternative Metrics and Future Trends

Given the limitations of impact factor academic medicine, the academic community has increasingly embraced
alternative metrics and comprehensive evaluation approaches to assess research impact more holistically.

Altmetrics and Article-Level Metrics

Altmetrics capture the attention research receives on social media, news outlets, and policy documents,
providing real-time insights into public engagement and societal impact. Article-level metrics focus on
individual publication performance rather than journal averages, offering a more granular assessment.

h-Index and Author-Level Metrics

The h-index measures an individual researcher’s productivity and citation impact, complementing journal-based
metrics. These author-level indicators help evaluate researcher contributions more accurately within academic
medicine.

Emerging Evaluation Frameworks

Institutions and publishers are adopting multidimensional evaluation frameworks that integrate peer review,
qualitative assessments, and diverse quantitative indicators. This trend reflects a growing recognition of the
complexity of research impact beyond impact factor academic medicine alone.



Key Advantages of Alternative Metrics

Broader assessment of research influence beyond citations

Inclusion of public and clinical engagement indicators

Reduction in reliance on journal prestige

Encouragement of transparent and responsible evaluation practices

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the impact factor in academic medicine?

The impact factor is a metric that reflects the yearly average number of citations to recent articles published
in a particular journal within the field of academic medicine, indicating the journal's influence and prestige.

How is the impact factor calculated for medical journals?

The impact factor is calculated by dividing the number of citations in a given year to articles published in the
previous two years by the total number of citable articles published in those two years.

Why is the impact factor important in academic medicine?

The impact factor is often used to assess the reputation and quality of medical journals, influencing
researchers' decisions on where to publish and affecting funding, promotions, and academic recognition.

What are the limitations of using impact factor in academic medicine?

Limitations include its focus on journal-level metrics rather than individual articles, potential citation
manipulation, bias towards certain fields, and the inability to fully represent research quality or societal
impact.

How does the impact factor affect the careers of medical researchers?

Publishing in high impact factor journals can enhance a medical researcher's visibility, credibility, and career
advancement opportunities, as institutions and funding bodies often consider journal impact factors during
evaluations.

Are there alternatives to the impact factor in evaluating academic medicine
research?

Yes, alternatives include metrics like the h-index, Eigenfactor, article-level metrics, and qualitative
assessments such as peer review and societal impact evaluations.

Has the impact factor changed the way medical research is published?

Yes, the emphasis on impact factor has sometimes led to prioritizing studies likely to be highly cited, potentially
influencing research topics, study designs, and publication strategies in academic medicine.



What role does the impact factor play in medical journal ranking?

Impact factor is a primary criterion in ranking medical journals, helping libraries, researchers, and institutions
identify leading journals within various specialties of academic medicine.

Can the impact factor be manipulated in academic medicine journals?

Yes, some journals may engage in practices like excessive self-citation or preferentially publishing review
articles to artificially inflate their impact factor, raising concerns about the metric's reliability.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Impact Factor in Academic Medicine: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the impact factor metric and its role in academic medicine. It covers
the history, calculation methods, and implications of impact factors on medical research and publishing.
Readers will gain insights into the strengths and limitations of using impact factors to evaluate journals and
researchers.

2. The Role of Impact Factor in Medical Journal Publishing
Focusing on the publishing industry, this book examines how impact factors influence editorial decisions, author
submissions, and readership in academic medicine. It also discusses ethical considerations and the pressure impact
factors place on researchers and institutions. Case studies from leading medical journals provide practical
examples.

3. Metrics and Medicine: Evaluating Research Quality through Impact Factor
This volume delves into various research metrics with a special emphasis on impact factor and its application in
medical fields. It compares impact factor with alternative metrics and suggests best practices for assessing
research quality. The book is a valuable resource for academic administrators and researchers alike.

4. Impact Factor and Its Influence on Academic Career Advancement in Medicine
Exploring the career aspects, this book discusses how impact factor affects hiring, promotion, and funding
decisions in academic medicine. It offers advice on navigating the publication landscape and maximizing the
visibility of medical research. The book also critiques the overreliance on impact factors in career evaluations.

5. Challenges and Controversies Surrounding Impact Factor in Medical Research
This title addresses the debates and criticisms related to the use of impact factor in medical research
assessment. Topics include manipulation of metrics, bias against certain specialties, and the impact on research
diversity. The author proposes alternative approaches for a more equitable evaluation system.

6. Improving Journal Impact Factor: Strategies for Medical Editors and Authors
Designed for editors and authors, this practical guide outlines strategies to enhance a medical journal’s impact
factor. It covers content selection, citation practices, and marketing techniques to increase journal visibility.
The book also emphasizes ethical standards and the importance of quality over quantity.

7. Beyond Impact Factor: Emerging Metrics in Academic Medicine
This book explores new and evolving metrics that complement or challenge the traditional impact factor in
academic medicine. It introduces altmetrics, citation distributions, and other tools for a multidimensional
assessment of research impact. The discussion includes implications for future publishing trends.

8. Impact Factor and Research Funding in Academic Medicine
Focusing on the intersection between impact factor and funding, this book investigates how impact factors
influence grant allocations and research priorities. It analyzes funding agency policies and the consequences
for medical research innovation. Strategies for aligning research goals with funding expectations are also
provided.

9. Ethics and Integrity in Impact Factor Reporting for Medical Journals
This book highlights the ethical responsibilities of medical journals in reporting and utilizing impact factors. It



discusses transparency, avoidance of manipulation, and maintaining trust in academic publishing. The author
presents guidelines and case studies to promote integrity in impact factor practices.

Impact Factor Academic Medicine

Find other PDF articles:
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-609/files?docid=VcH40-6071&title=pretty-lad
y-in-spanish-language.pdf

  impact factor academic medicine: How to Practice Academic Medicine and Publish
from Developing Countries? Samiran Nundy, Atul Kakar, Zulfiqar A. Bhutta, 2021-10-23 This is an
open access book. The book provides an overview of the state of research in developing countries –
Africa, Latin America, and Asia (especially India) and why research and publications are important in
these regions. It addresses budding but struggling academics in low and middle-income countries. It
is written mainly by senior colleagues who have experienced and recognized the challenges with
design, documentation, and publication of health research in the developing world. The book
includes short chapters providing insight into planning research at the undergraduate or
postgraduate level, issues related to research ethics, and conduct of clinical trials. It also serves as a
guide towards establishing a research question and research methodology. It covers important
concepts such as writing a paper, the submission process, dealing with rejection and revisions, and
covers additional topics such as planning lectures and presentations. The book will be useful for
graduates, postgraduates, teachers as well as physicians and practitioners all over the developing
world who are interested in academic medicine and wish to do medical research.
  impact factor academic medicine: Clinical Academic Medicine Forum on Academic Medicine
(Great Britain), Royal College of Physicians of London, 2004 Academic medicine in the UK faces
serious and immediate problems. It is essential that that the number of clinical academics in all
disciplines be increased in order to teach the doctors of the future, and to maintain high-quality
medical research which can translate scientific and clinical discoveries into real benefits for
patients. This report brings together all 14 Medical Royal Colleges to consider how best to address
these issues and to propose solutions. Part 1 considers the challenges that are common to all the
Colleges, and makes recommendations designed to increase the recruitment and retention of
academic staff, by making an academic career path a more attractive and achievable option.
  impact factor academic medicine: Roberts Academic Medicine Handbook Laura Weiss
Roberts, 2019-12-31 This authoritative, updated and expanded title serves as the gold-standard
resource to assist physicians, clinicians, and scientists in developing effective and satisfactory
careers in academic medicine. Covering such critical topics as finding one's path in academic
medicine, getting established at an institution, approaching work with colleagues, writing and
reviewing manuscripts, conducting empirical research, developing administrative skills, advancing
one's academic career, and balancing one's professional and personal life, each chapter includes
valuable career pointers and best practice strategies, as well as pithy words to the wise and
questions to ask a mentor or colleague. Building on the success of the first edition, the Roberts
Academic Medicine Handbook: A Guide to Achievement and Fulfillment for Academic Faculty, 2nd
Edition includes new case examples and updated references, as well as many new and timely
chapters on topics such as public speaking, working with the media, working with community-based
organizations, philanthropy, and finding meaning and a sense of belonging in one's work. The
Roberts Academic Medicine Handbook, 2nd Edition is an indispensable resource for all professionals

https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-408/files?title=impact-factor-academic-medicine.pdf&trackid=MxP58-7613
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-609/files?docid=VcH40-6071&title=pretty-lady-in-spanish-language.pdf
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-609/files?docid=VcH40-6071&title=pretty-lady-in-spanish-language.pdf


entering or already established in academic medicine who wish to achieve a fulfilling career.
  impact factor academic medicine: Succeeding in Academic Medicine John P. Sánchez,
2020-01-14 This first-of-its-kind book for underrepresented racial and ethnic minorities (URM),
women, and sexual and gender minorities in medicine offers the core knowledge and skills needed to
achieve a well-planned, fulfilling career in academic medicine. The knowledge and skills provided by
the esteemed co-authors, successful diverse pre-faculty, and junior and senior academicians, are
complemented by their inspirational and motivational stories. Increasing diversity in the academic
medicine workforce has been identified and embraced as a core value of institutional excellence at
nearly all academic institutions and professional associations. Despite this established core value,
certain groups such as Black/African-American, Latino/Hispanic, American Indian/Alaska
Native-identified individuals, women, and sexual and gender minorities, are still present in lower
proportions compared with the general population and lack inclusion. In 12 chapters and with a
unique focus on a practical approach to increasing diversity and inclusion in academic medicine, this
book demystifies the often-insular world of academic medicine. It comprehensively outlines career
opportunities and associated responsibilities, how to transform academic-related work to
scholarship, and offers a clear and transparent look into the academic appointment and promotion
process. By focusing on the practical steps described in this handy book, students and residents can
develop a strong foundation for an academic medicine career and succeed in becoming the next
generation of diverse faculty and administrators.
  impact factor academic medicine: Academic Medicine:A Guide for Clinicians Robert B.
Taylor, 2007-01-15 Robert B. Taylor, MD, has edited this book that introduces physicians and
clinicians to an academic career in the health professions. Written from the clinician’s viewpoint, it
guides readers who are considering or who have recently embarked upon such a career through the
essentials. Taylor’s approach is practical and well rounded. He integrates evidence-based
information from the medical literature with anecdotes from contributors noted for their success in a
spectrum of disciplines at top academic medical centers. Taylor addresses the career
decision-making process, job hunting, and life in academia. He also focuses on skills for
success—from teaching to grant writing. Advice on clinical practice, career management, and the
work/life balance is plentiful. The book dispels common myths and outlines errors to avoid.
Differences in expectations and culture among teaching hospitals, medical schools, and academic
medical centers are considered throughout. Sources for more information are provided as well.
  impact factor academic medicine: Cumulated Index Medicus , 1968
  impact factor academic medicine: Index Medicus , 2004 Vols. for 1963- include as pt. 2 of
the Jan. issue: Medical subject headings.
  impact factor academic medicine: Mentorship in Academic Medicine Sharon E. Straus,
David L. Sackett, 2013-09-27 Mentorship in Academic Medicine is an evidence-based guide for
establishing and maintaining successful mentoring relationships for both mentors and mentees.
Drawing upon the existing evidence-base on academic mentoring in medicine and the health
sciences, it applies a case-stimulus learning approach to the common challenges and opportunities
in mentorship in academic medicine. Each chapter begins with cases that take the reader into the
evidence around specific issues in mentorship and provides actionable messages and
recommendations for both correcting and preventing the problems presented in the cases.
Accompanying the text is an interactive, online learning resource on mentorship. This e-tool provides
updated resources for mentors and mentees, including video clips and podcasts with effective
mentors who share their mentorship tips and strategies for effective mentorship. It also provides
updated departmental and institutional strategies for establishing, running, and evaluating effective
mentoring programs. Mentorship in Academic Medicine provides useful strategies and tactics for
overcoming the common problems and flaws in mentoring programs and fostering productive and
successful mentoring relationships and is a valuable guide for both mentors and mentees.
  impact factor academic medicine: What Every Medical Writer Needs to Know Robert B.
Taylor, 2015-08-29 This book presents must-know facts generally not covered in “How To” books



about medical writing. Every medical writer, whether a beginner or veteran, needs answers to
questions many might not even know to ask. How does your personality type influence your writing
behavior, and what can you do to make writing easier for you? What should you ask before agreeing
to co-author an article for publication or write a book chapter? What are some of the current issues
regarding copyright and plagiarism that authors may face? What has research discovered about the
quotations and references found in journal articles? What do you need to know about open access
journals and predatory publishers? Dr. Taylor tells some surprising truths about medical publishing,
including possible sources of peer review bias and some alarming influences on what ends up in
print. He also relates little-known stories about renowned medical writers such as Sir William Osler,
William Carlos Williams and Elisabeth Kübler-Ross and the origins of some of medicine’s classic
publications. What Every Medical Writer Needs to Know provides information vital for every health
care professional who aspires to write for others to read: academicians and practicing physicians;
nurses, nurse practitioners and physician assistants; and professional medical and scientific writers.
  impact factor academic medicine: Education Scholarship in Healthcare April S.
Fitzgerald, Gundula Bosch, 2023-11-28 Academic medical centers continue to require evidence of
scholarly activity for their faculty to maintain their appointment and to advance in promotion/rank.
For some, training to know how to obtain evidence of scholarship was obtained through fellowship
where information was passed from mentor to mentee in an apprenticeship fashion without a
formalized text to follow to obtain the information. In fellowship, information might flow through
word-of-mouth or articles handed down out to a mentee. Others in fellowship develop skills by taking
classes as part of an additional master’s degree program such as a Master of Public Health. For
health professionals who enter an academic institution without having gone through a fellowship
program, they are still expected to perform scholarly activity but don’t have the benefit of having
done the apprenticeship to learn the skills, so unless they decide to find a course, obtain a master’s
degree, or find a fellowship, they have no way to gain the necessary skills and are at risk of losing
their appointment and have no hope of progressing in promotion. This text provides a
comprehensive toolbox for the academic who needs these skills to survive. It serves as a valuable
resource for health professionals – physicians, nurses, pharmacists, physical therapists, and allied
professionals – as well as scientists, and students, with the steps necessary to take their educational
endeavors from idea to implementation through dissemination. Beginning with the concept of “What
is Scholarship”, the authors walk the reader through the concepts of how to find your niche, look
through the literature to check for a gap, design a question, consider evaluation and outcomes, be
aware of ethical considerations, plan a project, look for support, find mentorship, prepare an
abstract, present a poster, disseminate a project, and lead a team. All chapters are written by
experts in the subject matter.
  impact factor academic medicine: The Penn Center Guide to Bioethics Vardit Ravitsky,
Autumn Fiester, Arthur L. Caplan, 2009-04-16 Named an Outstanding Academic Title for 2009
byChoice! [A] set of almost 70 essays, all well informed and many with attitude. Harold Shapiro, PhD
Professor Emeritus and Professor of Economics and Public Affairs Princeton University, Former
Chair, National Bioethics Advisory Board This most noteworthy and authoritative collection of 67
essays...represents 'the Penn way of doing bioethics' ....The Penn Center is widely known for
multidisciplinary scholarship that emphasizes empirical inquiry on bioethical issues coupled with
practical application(s)....The book provides excellent coverage of...both classical topics (e.g.,
informed consent, infertility, eugenics) and emerging issues (e.g., cloning, nonprofessional
caregiving, privacy of thought in the age of brain imaging). The contributors, including the three
editors, are either well-established or emerging scholars. Each essay offers historical background,
an overview of relevant issues, a conclusion, and a list of references....Summing Up: Highly
recommended.--Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries This well-written book addresses a
wide-ranging assortment of traditional bioethics issues that persist in the field as well as
contemporary bioethics concerns that have evolved with new technologies and medical advances.
This is a great resource for scholars in bioethics as well as various other relevant disciplines



concerned with bioethical issues. Score: 96, 4 stars--Doody's Medical Reviews The Center for
Bioethics at the University of Pennsylvania is the internationally recognized leader in bioethical
education and research. Its interdisciplinary faculty is drawn from the fields of medicine, law,
nursing, education, philosophy, psychology, and religious studies. Arthur L. Caplan, the Center's
founding director, is recognized as one of the most influential experts in bioethics. He has authored
numerous books and articles, and served as the Chair of the Advisory Committee to the United
Nations on human cloning. The Penn Center's leading fellows, Autumn Fiester and Vardit Ravitsky,
have combined their expertise with Dr. Caplan and over 80 other contributors to create The Penn
Center Guide to Bioethics--the foremost authority on both traditional and cutting-edge bioethical
issues. The Penn Guide navigates uncharted ethical terrains, undoubtedly shaping both academic
and public discourses on the challenging controversies generated by new technologies, theories, and
medical advances. This volume represents the Penn Center's distinct, pioneering approach to
bioethics, one that emphasizes empirical treatment of bioethical issues, and the integration of
bioethical scholarship with practical application. Learn what the Penn Center has to say about:
Neuroethics and brain imaging: Is my mind mine? Choosing future people: reproductive
technologies and identity Eugenics and survival of the fittest in the modern world Bioethics and
national security Vaccination, abortion, nanotechnology, organ transplantation, end-of-life issues,
and more The Penn Guide will be the definitive text for policy makers, health practitioners,
researchers, and students. This book will also inform the general public, patients, and family
members as they seek answers to the bioethical issues of the day.
  impact factor academic medicine: Major Challenges Facing Higher Education in the
Arab World: Quality Assurance and Relevance Adnan Badran, Elias Baydoun, John R. Hillman,
2019-03-25 This book focuses on two crucial issues that need to be addressed as a matter of urgency
by universities in the Arab region, namely (a) conducting independent assessments of the quality of
their teaching, research, administration, governance, and planning; and (b) determining the
relevance of their teaching, research, and societal impacts. Although well-established around the
world in manufacturing industries and private-sector service industries, including the research and
commercialisation arms of the major universities and research institutes, it is only in recent years
that quality-assurance (QA) assessments have started to be applied to most aspects education.
Several Arab universities are adopting various forms of QA but some variants are little more than
bureaucratic “box-ticking” exercises with minimal commitment by staff to the ultimate aim of
continuing self-improvement. This book will be of interest to senior management at faculty and
departmental level and above inall Arab universities specifically, and more generally in Islamic
institutions of higher education. Senior management in other universities, especially in the
developing world will benefit from its analyses and recommendations.
  impact factor academic medicine: Time to Heal Kenneth M. Ludmerer M.D., 1999-11-11
Already the recipient of extraordinary critical acclaim, this magisterial book provides a landmark
account of American medical education in the twentieth century, concluding with a call for the
reformation of a system currently handicapped by managed care and by narrow, self-centered
professional interests. Kenneth M. Ludmerer describes the evolution of American medical education
from 1910, when a muck-raking report on medical diploma mills spurred the reform and expansion
of medical schools, to the current era of managed care, when commercial interests once more have
come to the fore, compromising the training of the nation's future doctors. Ludmerer portrays the
experience of learning medicine from the perspective of students, house officers, faculty,
administrators, and patients, and he traces the immense impact on academic medical centers of
outside factors such as World War II, the National Institutes of Health, private medical insurance,
and Medicare and Medicaid. Most notably, the book explores the very real threats to medical
education in the current environment of managed care, viewing these developments not as a
catastrophe but as a challenge to make many long overdue changes in medical education and
medical practice. Panoramic in scope, meticulously researched, brilliantly argued, and engagingly
written, Time to Heal is both a stunning work of scholarship and a courageous critique of modern



medical education. The definitive book on the subject, it provides an indispensable framework for
making informed choices about the future of medical education and health care in America.
  impact factor academic medicine: Children in Medical Research Lainie Friedman Ross,
2006-02-09 Lainie Ross presents a rigorous critical investigation of the development of policy
governing the involvement of children in medical research. She examines the shift in focus from
protection of medical research subjects, enshrined in post-World War II legislation, to the current
era in which access is assuming greater precedence. Infamous studies such as Willowbrook (where
mentally retarded children were infected with hepatitis) are evidence that before the policy shift
protection was not always adequate, even for the most vulnerable groups. Additional safeguards for
children were first implemented in many countries in the 1970s and 1980s; more recent policies and
guidelines are trying to promote greater participation. Ross considers whether the safeguards work,
whether they are fair, and how they apply in actual research practice. She goes on to offer specific
recommendations to modify current policies and guidelines. Ross examines the regulatory structures
(e.g. federal regulations and institutional review boards), the ad hoc policies (e.g. payment in
pediatric research and the role of schools as research venues), the actual practices of researchers
(e.g. the race/ethnicity of enrolled research subjects or the decision to enroll newborns) as well as
the decision-making process (both parental permission and the child's assent), in order to provide a
broad critique. Some of her recommendations will break down current barriers to the enrolment of
children (e.g. permitting the payment of child research subjects; allowing healthy children to be
exposed to research that entails more than minimal risk without requiring recourse to 407 panels);
whereas other recommendations may create new restrictions (e.g., the need for greater protection
for research performed in schools; restrictions on what research should be done in the newborn
nursery). The goal is to ensure that medical research is done in a way that promotes the health of
current and future children without threatening, to use the words of Hans Jonas, 'the erosion of
those moral values whose loss . . . would make its most dazzling triumphs not worth having'.
  impact factor academic medicine: Achieving Excellence in Medical Education Richard B.
Gunderman, 2007-07-25 A goldmine of theoretical insights and practical suggestions, Achieving
Excellence in Medical Education explores the essential question facing medical educators and
learners today: What is our vision of educational excellence, and what can we do to enhance our
performance? Among the topics explored within this engaging, informative, and thought-provoking
text are: Education’s position as a priority of medical schools, seminal educational insights from
non-medical educators, best practices of outstanding educators and learners, promises and pitfalls
of new educational technologies, key resources for promoting excellence in medical education,
medical education’s role in preparing future leaders, leadership roles for medical schools in
universities and society.
  impact factor academic medicine: Learning about Emotions in Illness Peter Shoenberg,
Jessica Yakeley, 2014-03-26 Good communication between the doctor and patient is essential for the
patient to establish a trusting relationship with their doctor and to make the best use of the
appropriate treatment. Traditional methods for teaching communication skills have focused on
simulated clinical situations in which students learn how to improve their communication, with
actors playing the part of the patients, rather than from live experiences with patients.
Psychodynamic psychotherapy, with its emphasis on learning to reflect on experiences, offers the
student the possibility of learning from a real experience with a patient. Such opportunities allow
students to learn directly about patients’ emotions, as well as to appreciate their own emotional
responses to illness and to communicate better with their patients. In this book, Peter Shoenberg,
Jessica Yakeley, and their contributors who include students and teachers, discuss two different
teaching approaches developed at University College London to help medical students understand
the role of emotions in illness, communicate more effectively, and gain a deeper understanding of
the doctor patient relationship. The benefits of Ball, Wolff and Tredgold’s Student Psychotherapy
Scheme are considered alongside Shoenberg and Suckling’s short term student Balint discussion
group scheme to provide clear guidance about how psychotherapeutic understanding can be used to



inform medical education, with positive results. At a time when medicine is becoming increasingly
technological and there is a growing demand by the public for more psychologically minded doctors,
this book will be a key resource for physicians, general practitioners, psychologists, psychiatrists
and psychotherapists who are involved in medical teaching and for medical students.
  impact factor academic medicine: Improving Medical Education Institute of Medicine,
Board on Neuroscience and Behavioral Health, Committee on Behavioral and Social Sciences in
Medical School Curricula, 2004-07-28 Roughly half of all deaths in the United States are linked to
behavioral and social factors. The leading causes of preventable death and disease in the United
States are smoking, sedentary lifestyle, along with poor dietary habits, and alcohol consumption. To
make measurable improvements in the health of Americans, physicians must be equipped with the
knowledge and skills from the behavioral and social sciences needed to recognize, understand, and
effectively respond to patients as individuals, not just to their symptoms. What are medical schools
teaching students about the behavioral and social sciences? In the report, the committee concluded
that there is inadequate information available to sufficiently describe behavioral and social science
curriculum content, teaching techniques, and assessment methodologies in U.S. medical schools and
recommends development of a new national behavioral and social science database. The committee
also recommended that the National Board of Medical Examiners ensure that the U.S. Medical
Licensing Examination adequately cover the behavioral and social science subject matter
recommended in this report.
  impact factor academic medicine: Patient Safety Lorri Zipperer, 2016-05-13 Patient Safety:
Perspectives on Evidence, Information and Knowledge Transfer provides background on the patient
safety movement, systems safety, human error and other key philosophies that support change and
innovation in the reduction of medical error. The book draws from multidisciplinary areas within the
acute care environment to share models that support the proactive changes necessary to provide
safe care delivery. The publication discusses how the tenets of safety (described in the beginning of
the book) can be actively applied in the field to make evidence, information and knowledge (EIK)
sharing processes reliable, effective and safe. This is a wide-ranging and important book that is
designed to raise awareness of the latent risks for patient safety that are present in the EIK
identification, acquisition and distribution processes, structures, and systems of many healthcare
institutions across the world. The expert contributors offer systemic, evidence-based improvement
processes, assessment concepts and innovative activities to identify these risks to minimize their
potential to adversely impact care. These ideas are presented to create opportunities for the field to
design and use strategies that enable meaningful implementation and management of EIK. Their
thoughts will enable healthcare staff to see EIK as a tangible element contributing toward
sustainable patient safety improvements.
  impact factor academic medicine: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Dermatology, An Issue
of Dermatologic Clinics, E-Book Susan C. Taylor, 2023-03-22 In this issue of Dermatologic Clinics,
guest editor and Vice Chair for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, Department of Dermatology at the
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