important events in chilean history

important events in chilean history have shaped the nation's identity, culture, and political
landscape over centuries. From the early indigenous civilizations and Spanish colonization to the
struggle for independence and modern democratic developments, Chile's past is marked by
significant moments that reflect its resilience and transformation. Understanding these historical
milestones provides insight into the country's social dynamics, economic progress, and geopolitical
importance in South America. This article explores key occurrences such as the arrival of the
Spanish conquistadors, the Chilean War of Independence, the War of the Pacific, and the 20th-
century political upheavals. It also highlights the cultural and economic developments that have
influenced Chile's position on the global stage. The following sections will delve into these important
events in Chilean history, presenting a comprehensive overview of the country’s rich and complex
past.

e Pre-Colonial and Colonial Period
¢ Chilean War of Independence

e The War of the Pacific

e 20th Century Political Changes

e Modern Economic and Social Developments

Pre-Colonial and Colonial Period

The early history of Chile is marked by diverse indigenous cultures that inhabited the region long
before European contact. The Mapuche people, among others, played a significant role in shaping
the social and cultural landscape of the territory. The arrival of Spanish explorers and conquistadors
in the 16th century introduced profound changes through colonization, missionary efforts, and the
establishment of colonial governance.

Indigenous Cultures and Society

Before European arrival, various indigenous groups thrived in what is now Chile. The Mapuche were
the most prominent, known for their resistance to foreign domination and their complex social
structures. Other groups, including the Atacamefos and Diaguitas, contributed to the cultural
mosaic of the region.

Spanish Conquest and Colonization

In 1541, Pedro de Valdivia founded Santiago, marking the beginning of formal Spanish settlement.
Colonization introduced new political systems, religion, and economic activities such as mining and



agriculture. The Spanish Crown established Chile as part of the Viceroyalty of Peru, and later, the
Captaincy General of Chile, which governed the territory for nearly three centuries.

Colonial Challenges and Indigenous Resistance

Throughout the colonial period, the Spanish faced persistent resistance from the Mapuche people,
who engaged in the Arauco War. This conflict, lasting over 300 years, was characterized by
intermittent battles and negotiations, highlighting the resilience of indigenous communities against
European encroachment.

Chilean War of Independence

The struggle for Chilean independence was a pivotal chapter in the nation’s history, reflecting
broader movements of liberation across Latin America. Beginning in the early 19th century, the
quest for sovereignty involved military campaigns, political upheaval, and the formation of new
national institutions.

Early Calls for Independence

Inspired by Enlightenment ideals and events such as the American and French Revolutions, Chilean
leaders sought to break free from Spanish rule. The first significant step occurred in 1810 with the
establishment of the First Government Junta in Santiago, signaling the start of the independence
process.

Key Battles and Military Campaigns

The War of Independence included major confrontations such as the Battle of Chacabuco in 1817
and the Battle of Maipu in 1818, where patriot forces led by Bernardo O’Higgins and José de San
Martin secured decisive victories. These successes paved the way for the formal declaration of
independence on February 12, 1818.

Formation of the Chilean Republic

Following independence, Chile faced the challenge of nation-building, establishing political
institutions, and integrating diverse regions. Bernardo O’Higgins served as the first Supreme
Director, guiding the new republic through its formative years and laying the foundations for
governance and development.

The War of the Pacific

One of the most significant conflicts in Chilean history is the War of the Pacific (1879-1884),
involving Chile, Bolivia, and Peru. This war had lasting effects on territorial boundaries, national
identity, and regional geopolitics.



Causes of the War

The war originated from disputes over control of the nitrate-rich Atacama Desert region. Economic
interests in mineral resources and unresolved border issues between the countries escalated
tensions, ultimately leading to armed conflict.

Major Campaigns and Battles

Chile’s military campaigns were marked by successful naval operations and land battles. Key
engagements included the Battle of Iquique, the Battle of Tacna, and the occupation of Lima. Chile’s
strategic victories enabled it to gain control over disputed territories.

Consequences and Territorial Changes

The Treaty of Ancdn (1883) and subsequent agreements formalized Chile’s acquisition of valuable
territories from Peru and Bolivia. Bolivia lost its coastline, becoming a landlocked country, which
remains a significant geopolitical issue. The war enhanced Chile’s economic position due to control
over mineral resources.

20th Century Political Changes

The 20th century in Chile was characterized by dramatic political shifts, social reforms, and
challenges to democratic governance. Important events during this period reflect the country’s
struggle with modernization and ideological conflicts.

Social and Economic Reforms

Chile underwent significant reforms, including labor rights improvements and land redistribution
efforts. Governments sought to address social inequalities through policies aimed at expanding
education, healthcare, and workers’ protections.

The Presidency of Salvador Allende

Salvador Allende, elected in 1970, was the first Marxist president in Latin America to come to power
through democratic elections. His government pursued socialist reforms, nationalizing key
industries and implementing social programs, which deeply polarized Chilean society.

The 1973 Military Coup and Dictatorship

On September 11, 1973, a military coup led by General Augusto Pinochet overthrew Allende’s
government. The ensuing dictatorship lasted until 1990, characterized by human rights violations,
suppression of political opposition, and neoliberal economic reforms that reshaped Chile’s economy.



Modern Economic and Social Developments

Since the return to democracy in 1990, Chile has experienced considerable economic growth and
social progress. The country has become a stable democracy with a diversified economy and an
active role in international affairs.

Democratic Transition and Political Stability

The transition to democracy involved institutional reforms and reconciliation efforts. Chile has
maintained regular elections and peaceful transfers of power, strengthening democratic norms and
governance.

Economic Growth and Global Integration

Chile’s economy has expanded through exports of copper, agriculture, and services. Trade
agreements and foreign investment have integrated Chile into the global market, making it one of
South America’s most dynamic economies.

Contemporary Social Movements

Despite economic progress, social inequality remains a challenge. Recent decades have seen mass
protests and demands for constitutional reforms, reflecting ongoing debates about social justice,
education, and healthcare access.

¢ Indigenous Resistance and Cultural Revival
e Impact of Natural Disasters on Society and Policy

e Chile’s Role in Regional and International Organizations

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the significance of the War of the Pacific in Chilean
history?

The War of the Pacific (1879-1884) was significant because Chile defeated Bolivia and Peru, gaining
valuable territory rich in nitrate deposits, which boosted Chile's economy and established its
dominance in the region.



When did Chile gain its independence and from whom?

Chile declared its independence from Spain on September 18, 1810, with the process culminating in
1818 after a series of battles during the Chilean War of Independence.

What was the impact of the 1973 military coup in Chile?

The 1973 military coup, led by General Augusto Pinochet, overthrew President Salvador Allende's
government, resulting in a military dictatorship that lasted until 1990, marked by human rights
abuses and economic reforms.

Why is the 1988 national plebiscite important in Chilean
history?

The 1988 plebiscite was important because it ended Pinochet's dictatorship by voting against
extending his rule, leading to democratic elections and the restoration of democracy in Chile.

What was the role of Bernardo O'Higgins in Chilean history?

Bernardo O'Higgins was a key leader in Chile's independence movement and served as its first
Supreme Director, playing a crucial role in establishing Chile as an independent nation.

How did the Chilean mining industry influence the country's
development?

The mining industry, particularly copper mining, has been central to Chile's economy, providing
significant revenue, attracting foreign investment, and shaping the country's industrial and social
development.

What was the effect of the 1960 Valdivia earthquake on Chile?

The 1960 Valdivia earthquake, the most powerful ever recorded, caused widespread destruction and
loss of life, leading to major reconstruction efforts and advancements in Chile's disaster
preparedness and infrastructure.

Additional Resources

1. “The Chilean War of Independence: Birth of a Nation”

This book explores the pivotal years between 1810 and 1826 when Chile fought to break free from
Spanish colonial rule. It delves into key battles, political movements, and influential figures like
Bernardo O’Higgins. The narrative provides a comprehensive overview of the struggle that shaped
the foundation of modern Chile.

2. “The Saltpeter Boom: Chile’s Economic Transformation”

Focusing on the late 19th and early 20th centuries, this book examines the rise of the nitrate
industry and its profound impact on Chile’s economy and society. It discusses how the saltpeter
boom fueled modernization, urbanization, and international influence. The book also addresses the



social conflicts emerging from labor conditions in the nitrate mines.

3. “The War of the Pacific: Chile vs. Peru and Bolivia”

This detailed account covers the War of the Pacific (1879-1884), where Chile fought against Peru
and Bolivia over valuable nitrate-rich territories. The book highlights military strategies, diplomatic
efforts, and the war’s lasting effects on regional geopolitics. It also analyzes the consequences for
the defeated nations and Chile’s territorial expansion.

4. “The 1920s and 1930s: Political Turmoil and Social Change in Chile”

This book investigates a period marked by economic challenges, political instability, and social
reform movements. It outlines the rise of labor unions, the influence of socialism and communism,
and the shifting landscape of Chilean politics. The work provides insight into how these decades set
the stage for future upheavals.

5. “Salvador Allende and the Popular Unity Government”

A comprehensive study of Salvador Allende’s presidency (1970-1973), this book explores his
socialist reforms, nationalization efforts, and the intense political polarization of the era. It discusses
the challenges faced by Allende’s government, including economic difficulties and opposition from
both domestic and international actors. The narrative culminates in the tragic military coup that
ended his rule.

6. “The Chilean Military Coup of 1973”

This book provides an in-depth analysis of the military coup that overthrew Salvador Allende and
brought General Augusto Pinochet to power. It examines the causes, key players, and immediate
consequences of the coup. The book also explores the role of foreign intervention and the impact on
Chilean democracy.

7. “Life Under Pinochet: Repression and Resistance”

Covering the Pinochet dictatorship from 1973 to 1990, this volume delves into the regime’s human
rights abuses, censorship, and political repression. It also highlights the courageous resistance
movements and international campaigns that sought to expose and challenge the dictatorship. The
book offers a balanced view of this traumatic chapter in Chilean history.

8. “The Return to Democracy: Chile in the 1990s”

This book chronicles Chile’s transition from dictatorship to democracy, focusing on the challenges of
reconciliation, institutional reform, and economic recovery. It discusses the roles of key political
figures and the legacy of the Pinochet era. The narrative emphasizes the resilience of Chilean
society and its commitment to democratic values.

9. “The 2019 Chilean Protests: A New Era of Social Demands”

Examining the massive social protests that erupted in Chile in 2019, this book analyzes the
underlying causes, including economic inequality and demands for constitutional reform. It provides
an overview of the government’s response, the drafting of a new constitution, and the broader
implications for Chile’s political future. The book captures the hopes and tensions of a society
seeking profound change.
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important events in chilean history: Oceanographic History Keith Rodney Benson, Philip F.
Rehbock, 2002 From a study of knowledge of the sea among indigenous cultures in the South Seas
to inquiries into the subject of sea monsters, from studies of Pacific currents to descriptions of
ocean-going research vessels, the sixty-three essays presented here reflect the scientific complexity
and richness of social relationships that characterize ocean-ographic history. Based on papers
presented at the Fifth International Congress on the History of Oceanography held at the Scripps
Institution of Oceanography (the first ICHO meeting following the cessation of the Cold War), the
volume features an unusual breadth of contributions. Oceanography itself involves the full spectrum
of physical, biological, and earth sciences in their formal, empirical, and applied manifestations. The
contributors to Oceanographic History: The Pacific and Beyond undertake the interdisciplinary task
of telling the story of oceanography?s past, drawing on diverse methodologies. Their essays explore
the concepts, techniques, and technologies of oceanography, as well as the social, economic, and
institutional determinants of oceanographic history. Although focused on the Pacific, the geographic
range of subjects is global and includes Micronesia, East Africa, and Antarctica; the bathymetric
range comprises inshore fisheries, coral reefs, and the ?azoic zone.? The seventy-one contributors
represent every continent of the globe except Antarctica, bringing together material on the history
of oceanography never before published.

important events in chilean history: The Chilean Dictatorship Novel Helene Carol
Weldt-Basson, 2024-06-01 Though the civil-rights abuses by the Pinochet dictatorship in Chile
(1973-1990) were later recognized by reparations and truth commissions, the difficult emotions
suffered by the victims and their families were often pushed into the background or out of the
national conversation entirely. In response, novelists began writing memory of feelings experienced
during the dictatorship into their books. In The Chilean Dictatorship Novel, Weldt-Basson examines
fifteen novels and one testimony written on the topic of dictatorship to illustrate how these Chilean
narratives center on affect and emotions. Each chapter focuses on a different emotion: feelings of
loss because of father abandonment and spatial injustice caused by the neoliberal urbanization of
Santiago; despair articulated through tragic romances and affective landscapes; left-wing nostalgia
and melancholia communicated through allegory; feelings of abjection caused by torture and
betrayal; and the creation of affect through violent events, aggressive child play, and sexual torture.
Through a close look at the work of José Donoso, Ariel Dorfman, Diamela Eltit, Carlos Franz, and
Nona Fernandez, among others, Weldt-Basson effectively argues that by inspiring emotion and
creating empathy within readers, the authors of these books instill a drive in the readers for ongoing
social-justice advocacy, thereby transforming the process of reading into a platform for future
action. Weldt-Basson's landmark study will serve as a basis for the future study of Latin American
literature for decades to come.

important events in chilean history: A History of Chilean Literature Ignacio Lopez-Calvo,
2021-10-14 This book covers the heterogeneity of Chilean literary production from the times of the
Spanish conquest to the present. It shifts critical focus from national identity and issues to a more
multifaceted transnational, hemispheric, and global approach. Its emphasis is on the paradigm
transition from the purportedly homogeneous to the heterogeneous.

important events in chilean history: Encyclopedia of Latin American Literature Verity
Smith, 1997-03-26 A comprehensive, encyclopedic guide to the authors, works, and topics crucial to
the literature of Central and South America and the Caribbean, the Encyclopedia of Latin American
Literature includes over 400 entries written by experts in the field of Latin American studies. Most
entries are of 1500 words but the encyclopedia also includes survey articles of up to 10,000 words
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on the literature of individual countries, of the colonial period, and of ethnic minorities, including the
Hispanic communities in the United States. Besides presenting and illuminating the traditional
canon, the encyclopedia also stresses the contribution made by women authors and by contemporary
writers. Outstanding Reference Source Outstanding Reference Book

important events in chilean history: United States and Chile During the Allende Years,
1970-1973 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Foreign Affairs. Subcommittee on
Inter-American Affairs, 1975

important events in chilean history: A Short History of Chile Sergio Villalobos R., 2005

important events in chilean history: United States and Chile During the Allende Years,
1970-1973 United States. Congress. House Foreign Affairs Committee, 1976

important events in chilean history: Across Cultural Borders Eckhardt Fuchs, Benedikt
Stuchtey, 2001-12-29 This innovative work offers the first comprehensive transcultural history of
historiography. The contributors transcend a Eurocentric approach not only in terms of the
individual historiographies they assess, but also in the methodologies they use for comparative
analysis. Moving beyond the traditional national focus of historiography, the book offers a genuinely
comparative consideration of the commonalities and differences in writing history. Distinguishing
among distinct cultural identities, the contributors consider the ways and means of intellectual
transfers and assess the strength of local historiographical traditions as they are challenged from
outside. The essays explore the question of the utility and the limits of conceptions of modernism
that apply Western theories of development to non-Western cultures. Warning against the dominant
tendency in recent historiographies of non-Western societies to define these predominantly in
relation to Western thought, the authors show the extent to which indigenous traditions have been
overlooked. The key question is how the triad of industrialization, modernization, and the
historicization process, which was decisive in the development of modern academic historiography,
also is valid beyond Europe. Illustrating just how deeply suffused history writing is with European
models, the book offers a broad theoretical platform for exploring the value and necessity of a world
historiography beyond Eurocentrism.

important events in chilean history: We Are All Chile Katherine Karr-Cornejo, 2025-04-15 A
study of the relationship between literature and the current conditions of national life, We Are All
Chile explores how artistic expression reflects lived experience. The book travels through figures,
symbols, and events in Chilean history from the sixteenth to the end of the nineteenth centuries as
represented through historical fiction of the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, an
oeuvre that uses historical stories to reflect upon the challenges of Chilean society post-dictatorship.
Contrasting the use of these stories with previous understanding highlights the power of legacies of
the dictatorial authoritarian state, particularly as they shape possibilities for the full flourishing of
people without regard for their minoritized or disadvantaged identities, such as their sex, sexual
orientation, ethnicity, or race. This treatment of Chilean history and culture brings together
literature and historiography to offer powerful interpretations of cultural narratives. The focus on
varied dimensions of difference illustrates both overlapping representations and distinctive features
of each within narratives imagining a more inclusive community. Throughout We Are All Chile,
historical narratives and their source material are connected to support the creation of imaginative
space for a better and more expansive future. The stories studied highlight the relationships
between gender, empire, and the body; performances of race and gender that evoke a utopian dream
of coexistence; symbols and systems of the nation as reflections of authoritarian practices; the
legibility of the claims of indigenous communities; the role of violence in community building; and
the strategies of lament inherent in the repeated stories of dreams for a more inclusive future
shattered on the structures of exclusion. These historical narratives alone cannot change the
material conditions in which people live, but they can awaken hope for the future that can inspire
change. And it is this very process of defending, questioning, challenging, and changing historical
stories that opens the door to possibility.

important events in chilean history: Identity and History in Non-Anglophone Comics Harriet




E.H. Earle, Martin Lund, 2023-04-24 This book explores the historical and cultural significance of
comics in languages other than English, examining the geographic and linguistic spheres which
these comics inhabit and their contributions to comic studies and academia. The volume brings
together texts across a wide range of genres, styles, and geographic locations, including the
Netherlands, Colombia, Greece, Mexico, Poland, Finland, Portugal, Ireland, and the Czech Republic,
among others. These works have remained out of reach for speakers of languages other than the
original and do not receive the scholarly attention they deserve due to their lack of English
translations. This book highlights the richness and diversity these works add to the corpus of comic
art and comic studies that Anglophone comics scholars can access to broaden the collective
perspective of the field and forge links across regions, genres, and comic traditions. Part of the
Global Perspectives in Comics Studies series, this volume spans continents and languages. It will be
of interest to researchers and students of comics studies, literature, cultural studies, popular
culture, art and design, illustration, history, film studies, and sociology.

important events in chilean history: A Study of the Secondary School History
Curriculum in Chile from Colonial Times to the Present Carmen Gloria Zuiiga, Tom
O'Donoghue, Simon Clarke, 2015-02-03 The focus of this book is on the secondary school history
curriculum in Chile from colonial times to the present. By way of background, attention is paid to the
development of the history curriculum in the three countries which have most influenced
educational developments in Chile, namely, England, the United States of America and Spain. The
academic literature on the history curriculum throughout the English-speaking and Latin-speaking
world, especially on the purposes attached to history as a school subject and the variety of
pedagogical approaches prescribed is also considered. The results of a project that addressed the
following interrelated research questions are then outlined: « What is the historical background to
the current secondary school history curriculum in Chile? « What are the current developments of
the secondary school history curriculum in Chile? « What are the issues of concern for secondary
school history teachers in Chile? At various times the teaching of the subject ranged from being in
the ‘great tradition’ approach, emphasizing teacher-centred activities and repetition of content
knowledge, to being in the ‘new history’ tradition, emphasizing the promotion of active learning,
student-centred activities and the encouragement of the historical method of enquiry. The analysis
also details current issues of concern for teachers regarding the implementation of the current
curriculum framework for secondary school history. The book concludes with a consideration of
implications for practice in areas pertaining to curriculum development, teaching and learning,
management and administration, teacher preparation, and professional development practices in
Chile.

important events in chilean history: A History of Chile Anson Uriel Hancock, 1893

important events in chilean history: Chile Magic Geography, Rich and interesting, the history
of Chile prior to the arrival of the Spanish Conquistadors offers an insight into the lives and cultures
of the indigenous peoples who inhabited the territory for thousands of years before Europeans
arrived. The Mapuche people were historically the largest and most dominant indigenous community
in Chile; furthermore, the culture and traditions of the Mapuche people continue to play an
important part in contemporary Chilean society. Before the arrival of the Spanish, Chile was home to
a number of different indigenous peoples and cultures. One of them was the Mapuche, but there
were others as well. The most important of these was the Inca Empire, which controlled much of
what is now known as northern Chile and had a huge influence on the history and culture of that
region. Other indigenous civilizations, such as the Aymara and the Atacameo, also left their
influence on Chilean history and continue to be remembered and cherished in modern day Chile.
This is especially true of the city of Santiago. Indigenous peoples of Chile were recognized for their
sophisticated agricultural methods, expert craftsmanship, and spiritual beliefs. They lived in small
villages spread out across the country and were famed for their seclusion. Despite the fact that they
lived in relative seclusion, the indigenous people of Chile maintained a sophisticated trading
network, which enabled them to engage in cultural and economic interaction with other



communities across South America. The entrance of Spanish Conquistadors in the 16th century
marked the beginning of a new chapter in the history of Chile. During this time, the indigenous
peoples of Chile were gradually integrated into the Spanish colony, and as a result, their cultures
and customs were changed irrevocably. In spite of this, indigenous peoples continue to have an
impact on contemporary Chilean culture, and their contributions to the history and heritage of the
country are honored and recognized.

important events in chilean history: Human Rights in Chile United States. Congress.
House. Committee on Foreign Affairs. Subcommittee on Inter-American Affairs, 1974

important events in chilean history: The Review of Reviews , 1894

important events in chilean history: American Monthly Review of Reviews Albert Shaw, 1894

important events in chilean history: Race and the Chilean Miracle Patricia Lynne Richards,
2013-06-28 The economic reforms imposed by Augusto Pinochet's regime (1973-1990) are often
credited with transforming Chile into a global economy and setting the stage for a peaceful
transition to democracy, individual liberty, and the recognition of cultural diversity. The famed
economist Milton Friedman would later describe the transition as the Miracle of Chile. Yet, as
Patricia Richards reveals, beneath this veneer of progress lies a reality of social conflict and inequity
that has been perpetuated by many of the same neoliberal programs. In Race and the Chilean
Miracle, Richards examines conflicts between Mapuche indigenous people and state and private
actors over natural resources, territorial claims, and collective rights in the Araucania region.
Through ground-level fieldwork, extensive interviews with local Mapuche and Chileans, and analysis
of contemporary race and governance theory, Richards exposes the ways that local, regional, and
transnational realities are shaped by systemic racism in the context of neoliberal multiculturalism.
Richards demonstrates how state programs and policies run counter to Mapuche claims for
autonomy and cultural recognition. The Mapuche, whose ancestral lands have been appropriated for
timber and farming, have been branded as terrorists for their activism and sometimes-violent
responses to state and private sector interventions. Through their interviews, many Mapuche cite
the perpetuation of colonialism under the guise of development projects, multicultural policies, and
assimilationist narratives. Many Chilean locals and political elites see the continued defiance of the
Mapuche in their tenacious connection to the land, resistance to integration, and insistence on their
rights as a people. These diametrically opposed worldviews form the basis of the racial dichotomy
that continues to pervade Chilean society. In her study, Richards traces systemic racism that follows
both a top-down path (global, state, and regional) as well as a bottom-up one (local agencies and
actors), detailing their historic roots. Richards also describes potential positive outcomes in the form
of intercultural coalitions or indigenous autonomy. Her compelling analysis offers new perspectives
on indigenous rights, race, and neoliberal multiculturalism in Latin America and globally.

important events in chilean history: The Ecology and Natural History of Chilean
Saltmarshes José Miguel Farifia, Andrés Camafio, 2017-10-10 This book consolidates the
information, results, experience and perspectives of different research groups working on Chilean
Saltmarshes. Some aspects of these ecosystems such as their bio-geographical connectivity, flora
and faunal components, the interaction between ecosystem components and especially the response
of this kind of ecosystems to human and natural perturbations defines the Chilean Saltmarshes as an
attractive systems for future studies, focused into test the theoretical and experimental aspects of
saltmarshes and general ecology.

important events in chilean history: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1976
The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

important events in chilean history: Psychological Sense of Community Adrian T. Fisher,
Christopher C. Sonn, Brian ]. Bishop, 2012-12-06 In this book, the authors have explored a series of



different types of communities - moving from the basic idea of those based at a specific location all
the way to virtual communities of the internet. The ways in which the communities operate,
positively and negatively, what people get out of them and what they have to put into them, and the
notion of being members of more than one community at the one time are considered. Sense of
community is a topic that captures the attention of people from all types of backgrounds. So,
contributors from fields such as community psychology, clinical areas, community development, and
urban planning have added their insights and knowledge. A key feature of this book is the research
focus that emphasizes the theory-driven analyses and the diversity of contexts in which sense of
community is applied. This book will make a significant contribution to our understanding of life in
communities and to people's sense of community. It will be of great interest to those concerned with
understanding various forms of community and how communities can be mobilized to achieve
wellbeing.
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