imperialism sovereignty and the making
of international law

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law represent a
complex and intertwined historical narrative that has shaped the global legal
framework governing relations among states. This article explores how
imperialist ambitions influenced the concept of sovereignty and contributed
significantly to the development of international law. The expansion of
European empires from the 15th century onwards challenged traditional notions
of statehood and legal authority, compelling the creation of new legal
principles to manage interactions between imperial powers and colonized
territories. By examining the historical context, key legal doctrines, and
the legacy of imperialism on sovereignty, this discussion sheds light on the
enduring impact of imperialism in shaping modern international legal systems.
The analysis covers the evolution of sovereignty, the role of imperialism in
legal codification, and the ongoing debates surrounding postcolonial
critiques of international law. The following sections will delve deeper into
these themes to provide a comprehensive understanding of imperialism,
sovereignty, and the making of international law.

Historical Foundations of Sovereignty and Imperialism

Imperialism’s Influence on the Development of International Law

Key Legal Doctrines Shaped by Imperial Sovereignty

Postcolonial Perspectives and Critiques

Legacy of Imperialism in Contemporary International Law

Historical Foundations of Sovereignty and
Imperialism

The origins of sovereignty as a principle are deeply rooted in the political
developments of the early modern period, coinciding with the rise of European
imperialism. Sovereignty traditionally refers to the supreme authority of a
state over its territory and population, free from external interference.
However, the expansionist policies of European empires from the 15th century
onward complicated this notion by introducing hierarchies between imperial
powers and colonized peoples. The Treaty of Westphalia (1648) is often cited
as a foundational moment for modern sovereignty, establishing the legal
equality of states. Yet, this principle was applied selectively within an
imperial context, as European powers asserted dominion over vast overseas
territories without granting them equivalent sovereign status.



The Emergence of State Sovereignty

State sovereignty emerged in Europe as monarchs centralized power and
established territorial control. This period saw the decline of feudalism and
the rise of nation-states with clearly defined borders. Sovereignty became
associated with the legal and political authority to govern without external
interference, forming the basis of international relations among European
states. However, when applied to non-European regions, sovereignty was often
denied or qualified, reflecting imperialist ideologies that justified
colonization and domination.

Imperial Expansion and Legal Challenges

European imperial expansion into Africa, Asia, and the Americas created new
legal challenges that traditional concepts of sovereignty could not fully
address. The encounter with non-European polities raised questions about the
status of indigenous peoples, territorial claims, and the applicability of
European legal norms. These challenges necessitated the development of
international legal doctrines that could legitimize imperial control while
managing conflicts among competing imperial powers.

Imperialism’s Influence on the Development of
International Law

Imperialism played a critical role in shaping the framework of international
law by introducing new principles and practices to govern relations between
imperial powers and colonized territories. The need to regulate colonial
acquisitions, trade, and diplomatic interactions led to the codification of
rules that often prioritized the interests of imperial states. International
law during the height of imperialism reflected a Eurocentric worldview,
embedding inequalities that favored imperialist agendas under the guise of
legal legitimacy.

Codification of Colonial Legal Norms

The codification of colonial legal norms was essential in managing the
administration of vast empires. Treaties, conventions, and legal doctrines
were formulated to regulate the acquisition and governance of colonies, often
emphasizing the sovereignty of imperial powers over their overseas
possessions. These legal instruments institutionalized distinctions between
sovereign states and colonial territories, reinforcing hierarchical
relationships.



Legal Justifications for Imperialism

International law provided ideological and legal justifications for
imperialism through doctrines such as terra nullius, which declared
unoccupied lands as free for occupation by states, disregarding indigenous
sovereignty. The principle of effective occupation required imperial powers
to demonstrate control over territories to assert sovereignty, further
entrenching imperial dominance. These doctrines facilitated the
legitimization of territorial expansion and resource exploitation under
international legal frameworks.

Key Legal Doctrines Shaped by Imperial
Sovereignty

Several key legal doctrines emerged under the influence of imperial
sovereignty, shaping the architecture of international law. These doctrines
not only regulated territorial claims but also influenced the understanding
of sovereignty and statehood in a global context. Their legacy continues to
impact contemporary international legal debates concerning state recognition,
self-determination, and territorial integrity.

Doctrine of Terra Nullius

Terra nullius, meaning “land belonging to no one,” was a pivotal legal
concept used by imperial powers to justify the acquisition of territories
inhabited by indigenous peoples. This doctrine effectively erased indigenous
sovereignty and facilitated colonial conquest by framing territories as
legally empty and available for occupation. Its application has been widely
criticized for undermining indigenous rights and sovereignty.

Principle of Effective Occupation

The principle of effective occupation required imperial powers to establish
actual control over claimed territories to assert sovereignty legally. This
doctrine was instrumental during the Scramble for Africa, where competing
imperial powers sought to demonstrate administrative and military presence to
legitimize their claims under international law. It underscored the link
between physical control and legal sovereignty.

Doctrine of Recognition and Statehood

Recognition by other states, particularly imperial powers, became a key
determinant of statehood and sovereignty under international law. This
doctrine allowed imperial states to control the admission of new sovereign
entities into the international legal order, often excluding colonized or



non-European peoples. Recognition thus functioned as a political tool
reinforcing imperial hierarchies within international law.

Postcolonial Perspectives and Critiques

Postcolonial scholarship offers critical perspectives on the relationship
between imperialism, sovereignty, and international law. It highlights how
the legal frameworks developed during imperialism perpetuated inequalities
and excluded marginalized peoples from full participation in the
international system. These critiques advocate for a re-examination of
sovereignty and international law to address historical injustices and
promote greater equity.

Critique of Eurocentrism in International Law

Postcolonial critiques emphasize the Eurocentric nature of international law,
which privileged European experiences and legal traditions while
marginalizing non-European norms and systems. This critique calls attention
to how imperialism shaped international law as a tool of domination rather
than universal justice, challenging the legitimacy of existing legal
doctrines rooted in imperial history.

Reconceptualizing Sovereignty in a Postcolonial
World

Efforts to reconceptualize sovereignty focus on recognizing the rights and
autonomy of formerly colonized peoples and states. This includes advocating
for indigenous sovereignty, self-determination, and the decolonization of
international legal institutions. Such approaches seek to transform
international law into a more inclusive and just framework that acknowledges
the legacy of imperialism.

Legacy of Imperialism in Contemporary
International Law

The legacy of imperialism continues to influence contemporary international
law, affecting issues ranging from territorial disputes to human rights and
global governance. While formal colonialism has largely ended, the structures
and doctrines established during imperialism persist, shaping the legal and
political dynamics of the international system today.



Enduring Legal Structures and Inequalities

Many legal structures borne out of imperialism, such as the principles
governing state sovereignty and territorial acquisition, remain foundational
to international law. However, these structures often perpetuate inequalities
between powerful states and less influential nations, reflecting historical
patterns of domination. Ongoing debates about reforming international law
address these concerns.

International Law and Global Power Dynamics

International law continues to intersect with global power dynamics, where
sovereignty is sometimes contested in the context of intervention,
globalization, and supranational governance. The imperial origins of these
legal concepts influence contemporary discussions on the balance between
state sovereignty and international cooperation or intervention.

List of Key Impacts of Imperialism on International
Law

Institutionalization of unequal sovereignty between imperial and
colonized states

Creation of legal doctrines justifying territorial expansion and
colonization

Formation of Eurocentric legal norms dominating international law

Marginalization of indigenous and non-Western legal traditions

Persistence of colonial-era legal frameworks in modern state relations

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the relationship between imperialism and the
development of international law?

Imperialism significantly influenced the development of international law by
shaping its principles and norms to legitimize colonial expansion and control
over territories, often prioritizing the interests of imperial powers over
indigenous sovereignty.



How did imperialism challenge traditional notions of
sovereignty?

Imperialism challenged traditional sovereignty by imposing foreign control
and governance over colonized peoples, undermining their political
independence and redefining sovereignty in terms that favored imperial
dominance.

In what ways did international law serve as a tool
for imperial powers?

International law served as a tool for imperial powers by providing legal
justifications for colonization, territorial acquisition, and intervention in
other states under the guise of legal principles such as the 'civilizing
mission' or the protection of international order.

How has the legacy of imperialism impacted
contemporary international legal principles?

The legacy of imperialism has left enduring impacts on contemporary
international law, including unequal power structures, debates over state
sovereignty, self-determination, and the challenges faced by post-colonial
states in asserting their legal rights on the global stage.

What role did the concept of sovereignty play in the
context of imperialism and international law?

Sovereignty was reinterpreted during the era of imperialism to justify the
subjugation of certain peoples, often excluding colonized populations from
full sovereign status while reinforcing the sovereignty of imperial states
within international law.

Can the making of international law be separated
from its imperialist origins?

While international law has evolved, many scholars argue that its foundations
are deeply intertwined with imperialist practices, making it challenging to
fully separate its development from the context of empire and domination.

How did colonized societies respond to the
imposition of international law under imperialism?

Colonized societies responded through various forms of resistance,
adaptation, and negotiation, seeking to assert their sovereignty and rights
despite the constraints imposed by international legal frameworks dominated
by imperial powers.



What are some contemporary movements or theories
that critique the imperial foundations of
international law?

Contemporary movements such as postcolonial legal theory and critical
international law critique the imperial foundations of international law by
emphasizing the need to decolonize legal norms, recognize indigenous
sovereignty, and promote more equitable global legal practices.

Additional Resources

1. Imperialism, Sovereignty, and the Making of International Law by Antony
Anghie

This seminal work explores how international law has been shaped by
imperialist agendas and the assertion of sovereignty during colonial
expansion. Anghie argues that the development of international legal norms
cannot be separated from the history of empire and the subjugation of non-
European societies. The book critically examines the relationship between
colonialism and the emergence of modern international law, highlighting the
lasting impact on global legal structures.

2. The Law of Nations and the Expansion of Empire by Martti Koskenniemi
Koskenniemi investigates the historical role of international law in
facilitating European imperial expansion. The book offers a detailed analysis
of how legal doctrines concerning sovereignty and territorial acquisition
were used to justify empire-building. It also questions the neutrality of
international law by exposing its entanglement with political power and
imperial interests.

3. Sovereignty and Empire: The Legal Foundations of British Imperialism by
Lauren Benton

This book examines the British Empire’s use of law to consolidate power and
govern diverse populations. Benton focuses on legal pluralism and the
negotiation of sovereignty between imperial authorities and indigenous
peoples. The study reveals how law was a tool of both domination and
accommodation within the empire, shaping the international legal order.

4. Colonialism and the Modern International Law by Martti Koskenniemi
Koskenniemi provides a critical history of how colonialism influenced the
principles and practices of modern international law. The book discusses the
paradoxes inherent in the language of sovereignty and civilization used to
legitimize colonial domination. It also traces the transformation of legal
ideas through decolonization and their impact on contemporary international
relations.

5. Empire and International Law: The Real Spanish Contribution by Maria del
Pilar Garcia-Guadilla

This work highlights Spain’s role in the early development of international
law during the age of empire. Garcia-Guadilla explores how Spanish legal



thinkers contributed to concepts of sovereignty, territorial rights, and
indigenous peoples. The book offers a nuanced perspective on the interplay
between empire, law, and cultural encounters.

6. International Law and the Making of the Modern World by Antony Anghie and
B.S. Chimni

Through a collection of essays, this volume examines how international law
has been instrumental in shaping global power dynamics from the colonial era
to the present. The contributors analyze sovereignty, intervention, and the
law’s role in sustaining inequalities. The book provides a comprehensive
understanding of the legal mechanisms behind empire and resistance.

7. Law and Empire in the Pacific: Sovereignty and the Insular Cases by Robert
J. Cottrell

Cottrell investigates the legal controversies surrounding American
imperialism in the Pacific, focusing on the Insular Cases. These landmark
court decisions addressed the application of constitutional sovereignty in
newly acquired territories. The book sheds light on how legal reasoning
adapted to imperial ambitions and the limits of sovereignty.

8. Decolonizing International Law: Development, Economic Growth and the
Politics of Universality by Sundhya Pahuja

Pahuja critiques the universal claims of international law through the lens
of decolonization and economic development. The book argues that sovereignty
and legal norms have often been instruments of control rather than liberation
for formerly colonized states. It calls for rethinking international law to
better address global inequalities and diverse political realities.

9. The Sovereignty of Law: The European Way by Neil Walker

Walker explores the concept of sovereignty in the context of European
integration and international law. The book discusses how traditional notions
of absolute sovereignty have evolved through legal and political processes in
Europe. It provides insights into the tensions between imperial legacies and
contemporary legal frameworks governing statehood and sovereignty.
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for the discipline.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: Imperialism, Sovereignty
and the Making of International Law Antony Anghie, 2007-04-26 Examines the relationship between
imperialism and international law.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: Imperialism, Sovereignty
and the Making of International Law Anthony Anghie, 2005

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: For the Love of Humanity
Ayca Cubukcu, 2018-08-14 On February 15, 2003, millions of people around the world demonstrated
against the war that the United States, the United Kingdom, and their allies were planning to wage
in Iraq. Despite this being the largest protest in the history of humankind, the war on Iraq began the
next month. That year, the World Tribunal on Iraq (WTI) emerged from the global antiwar movement
that had mobilized against the invasion and subsequent occupation. Like the earlier tribunal on
Vietnam convened by Bertrand Russell and Jean-Paul Sartre, the WTT sought to document—and
provide grounds for adjudicating—war crimes committed by the United States, the United Kingdom,
and their allied forces during the Iraq war. For the Love of Humanity builds on two years of
transnational fieldwork within the decentralized network of antiwar activists who constituted the
WTI in some twenty cities around the world. Ayca Cubukcu illuminates the tribunal up close, both as
an ethnographer and a sympathetic participant. In the process, she situates debates among WTI
activists—a group encompassing scholars, lawyers, students, translators, writers, teachers, and
more—alongside key jurists, theorists, and critics of global democracy. WTT activists confronted
many dilemmas as they conducted their political arguments and actions, often facing interpretations
of human rights and international law that, unlike their own, were not grounded in anti-imperialism.
Cubukcu approaches this conflict by broadening her lens, incorporating insights into how Amnesty
International, Human Rights Watch, and the Iraqgi High Tribunal grappled with the realities of Iraq's
occupation. Through critical analysis of the global debate surrounding one of the early twenty-first
century's most significant world events, For the Love of Humanity addresses the challenges of
forging global solidarity against imperialism and makes a case for reevaluating the relationships
between law and violence, empire and human rights, and cosmopolitan authority and political
autonomy.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: Sovereignty After Empire
Sally N Cummings, 2012-09-11 This is a unique, systematic comparison of empires and of their
consequences for sovereignty in the Middle East and Central Asia. It brings theory on empire and
sovereignty to bear on empirical variation across the two regions.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: Civilizational Discourses
in Weapons Control Ritu Mathur, 2020-07-11 This book seeks to decolonize practices of arms
control and disarmament. In this endeavor it seeks to problematize our understanding of time and
civilization as rhetorical resources. The need for such an undertaking can be premised on the claim
that while problems of modernity, ethnocentrism and universalism are now a central concern within
the field of international relations, these ideas are scarcely debated or contested within the field of
arms control and disarmament. The singular focus on technological innovations and specific
policy-oriented agreements in practices of arms control and disarmament appears to stymie the need
for such engagements. This book is an invitation to explore intersecting discourses on colonialism,
racialism, nationalism and humanitarianism within a historically grounded terrain of weapons
control. An understanding of these practices is vital not to prescribe any standards of civilization or
exceptionalism in weapons control but to be cognizant through critique of the dangers embedded in
any effort at reconstellating the constitutional nuclear order.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: How India Became
Territorial Itty Abraham, 2014-08-20 Why do countries go to war over disputed lands? Why do they
fight even when the territories in question are economically and strategically worthless? Drawing on
critical approaches to international relations, political geography, international law, and social
history, and based on a close examination of the Indian experience during the twentieth century, Itty



Abraham addresses these important questions and offers a new conceptualization of foreign policy
as a state territorializing practice. Identifying the contested process of decolonization as the root of
contemporary Asian inter-state territorial conflicts, he explores the political implications of
establishing a fixed territorial homeland as a necessary starting point for both international
recognition and national identity—concluding that disputed lands are important because of their
intimate identification with the legitimacy of the postcolonial nation-state, rather than because of
their potential for economic gains or their place in historic grievances. By treating Indian diaspora
policy and geopolitical practice as exemplars of foreign policy behavior, Abraham demonstrates how
their intersection offers an entirely new way of understanding India's vexed relations with Pakistan
and China. This approach offers a new and productive way of thinking about foreign policy and
inter-state conflicts over territory in Asia—one that is non-U.S. and non-European focused—that has
a number of implications for regional security and for foreign policy practices in the contemporary
postcolonial world.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: International Investment
Law Reform Obiajunwa Ama, 2025-03-11 This book offers contemporary assessment of the
challenges facing international investment law and proposes innovative solutions for reform. The
most controversial issue in international investment law is on the settlement of investor-state
disputes and its implications on national regulatory autonomy. This book recognises that current
literature in international investment law fails to adequately incorporate diverse perspectives.
Therefore, it interrogates the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and their relationship
with international investment policies of developing countries, particularly in Africa where there has
been a marked increase in investor-state disputes. Despite existing reform proposals by the
UNCITRAL Working Group III, and emerging progressive treaty drafting practices around the world,
there remains a need for further clarity on how the world should proceed in reforming and
restructuring international investment law and policy. This book contributes to existing body of
research knowledge by presenting new evidence and proposing practical solutions to enhancing the
regulation of international investments and promotion of sustainable development. It will inform a
range of stakeholders including investors, civil society organisations, States, students, and
international organisations such as the World Bank.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: The Palgrave Handbook
of African Colonial and Postcolonial History Martin S. Shanguhyia, Toyin Falola, 2018-01-28
This wide-ranging volume presents the most complete appraisal of modern African history to date. It
assembles dozens of new and established scholars to tackle the questions and subjects that define
the field, ranging from the economy, the two world wars, nationalism, decolonization, and
postcolonial politics to religion, development, sexuality, and the African youth experience.
Contributors are drawn from numerous fields in African studies, including art, music, literature,
education, and anthropology. The themes they cover illustrate the depth of modern African history
and the diversity and originality of lenses available for examining it. Older themes in the field have
been treated to an engaging re-assessment, while new and emerging themes are situated as the
book’s core strength. The result is a comprehensive, vital picture of where the field of modern
African history stands today.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: Rethinking International
Law and Justice Charles Sampford, Spencer Zifcak, 2016-04-08 General principles of law have made,
and are likely further to make, a significant contribution to our understanding of the constituent
elements of global justice. Dealing extensively with global headline issues of peace, security and
justice, this book explores justice arising in specific areas of international law, as well as underlying
theories of justice from political science and international relations. With contributions from leading
academics and practitioners, the book adopts an interdisciplinary approach. Covering issues such as
international humanitarian law, and examining the significance of non-state actors for the
development of international law, the collection concludes with the complex question of how best to
rethink aspects of international justice. The lessons derived from this research will have wide



implications for both developed and emerging nation-states in rethinking sensitive issues of
international law and justice. As such, this book will be of interest to academics and practitioners
interested in international law, environmental law, human rights, ethics, international relations and
political theory.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: Imagining the
International Nesam McMillan, 2020-09-08 International crime and justice are powerful ideas,
associated with a vivid imagery of heinous atrocities, injured humanity, and an international
community seized by the need to act. Through an analysis of archival and contemporary data,
Imagining the International provides a detailed picture of how ideas of international crime (crimes
against all of humanity) and global justice are given content, foregrounding their ethical limits and
potentials. Nesam McMillan argues that dominant approaches to these ideas problematically
disconnect them from the lived and the specific and foster distance between those who have
experienced international crime and those who have not. McMillan draws on interdisciplinary work
spanning law, criminology, humanitarianism, socio-legal studies, cultural studies, and human
geography to show how understandings of international crime and justice hierarchize,
spectacularize, and appropriate the suffering of others and promote an ideal of justice fundamentally
disconnected from life as it is lived. McMillan critiques the mode of global interconnection they
offer, one which bears resemblance to past colonial global approaches and which seeks to foster
community through the image of crime and the practice of punitive justice. This book powerfully
underscores the importance of the ideas of international crime and justice and their significant
limits, cautioning against their continued valorization.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: Illicit Finance and the Law
in the Commonwealth Caribbean Rohan D. Clarke, 2022-11-18 This book provokes fresh ways of
thinking about small developing States within the transnational legal order for combating money
laundering and the financing of terrorism and proliferation (TAMLO). From the global wars on drugs
and terror to journalistic exposés such as the ‘Paradise’, ‘Panama’ and ‘Pandora’ Papers, the
Commonwealth Caribbean has been discursively stigmatised as a mythical island paradise of ‘rogue’
States. Not infrequently, their exercise of regulatory self-determination has been presented as the
selling of their economic sovereignty to facilitate shady business deals and illicit finance from
high-net-worth individuals, kleptocrats, tax-dodgers, organised crime networks and terrorist
financiers. This book challenges conventional wisdom that Commonwealth Caribbean States are
among the ‘weakest links” within the global ecosystem to counter illicit finance. It achieves this by
unmasking latent interests, and problematising coercive extraterritorial regulatory and surveillance
practices, along the onshore/offshore and Global North/South axes. Interdisciplinary in its outlook,
the book will appeal to policymakers, regulatory and supervisory authorities, academics and
students concerned with better understanding legal and development policy issues related to
risk-based regulatory governance of illicit finance. The book also provides an interesting exposition
of substantive legal and policy issues arising from money laundering related to corruption and
politically exposed persons, offshore finance, and offshore Internet gambling services.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: The Exclusions of
Civilization Mark Pearcey, 2016-10-25 This book builds upon an inter-disciplinary body of literature
to detail the centrality of European colonialism and imperialism in the constitution of modern
international relations. A critical historical analysis that challenges conventional assumptions about
the evolution and expansion of international society, it addresses the interconnections between the
European and non-European sides of that history. Pearcey argues that features of European
expansion were guided by a discourse on civilization, one that subsumed the uncivilized Other within
the boundaries of the civilized Self. Doing so, civilization enabled a process of “exclusion by
inclusion”, whereby many of the world’s indigenous peoples were gradually excluded from the
“international” by being subsumed within the “domestic.” Challenging conventional assumptions
about the evolution and expansion of international society, especially those of the English School,
this book contributes to central debates in International Relations theory.



imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: Sovereignty, International
Law, and the Princely States of Colonial South Asia Priyasha Saksena, 2023 Sovereignty,
International Law, and the Princely States of Colonial South Asia examines the role the doctrine of
sovereignty played in debates over the legal status of the princely states of colonial South Asia,
illustrating how different interpretations have shaped current understandings of international law
and the modern Indian nation-state.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: Research Handbook on
Disasters and International Law Marie Aronsson-Storrier, Susan C. Breau, 2024-09-06 This
thoroughly revised second edition investigates the role of international law in preventing, preparing
for and responding to both ‘sudden’ and ‘slow-onset’ disasters. With both revised and entirely new
chapters, this Research Handbook explores international law in light of significant contemporary
global challenges and developments in theory, law, and practice.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: The Oxford Handbook of
International Law and Development Ruth Buchanan, Luis Eslava, Sundhya Pahuja, 2024-02-15 The
Oxford Handbook of International Law and Development is a unique overview of the field of
international law and development, examining how normative beliefs and assumptions around
development are instantiated in law, and critically examining disciplinary frameworks, competing
agendas, legal actors and institutions, and alternative futures.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: The Oxford Handbook of
the Theory of International Law Anne Orford, Florian Hoffmann, Martin Clark, 2016-09-22 The
Oxford Handbook of International Legal Theory provides an accessible and authoritative guide to the
major thinkers, concepts, approaches, and debates that have shaped contemporary international
legal theory. The Handbook features 48 original essays by leading international scholars from a wide
range of traditions, nationalities, and perspectives, reflecting the richness and diversity of this
dynamic field. The collection explores key questions and debates in international legal theory, offers
new intellectual histories for the discipline, and provides fresh interpretations of significant
historical figures, texts, and theoretical approaches. It provides a much-needed map of the field of
international legal theory, and a guide to the main themes and debates that have driven theoretical
work in international law. The Handbook will be an indispensable reference work for students,
scholars, and practitioners seeking to gain an overview of current theoretical debates about the
nature, function, foundations, and future role of international law.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: Law and Disciplinarity R.
Beck, 2016-06-10 Traditional legal borders are increasingly contested in the present day. This book
explores the nature, implications, and future of legal 'borders' - geographic and intellectual - in the
twenty-first century's dramatically changing global context.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: The Oxford Handbook of
Late Colonial Insurgencies and Counter-Insurgencies Martin Thomas, Gareth Curless, 2023
Beginning with Britain's 1948 declaration of a Malayan Emergency, and ending with the 1973
withdrawal of US ground troops from Vietnam, this Handbook connects ideas about contested
decolonization and the insurgencies that inspired it with an analysis of patterns and singularities in
the conflicts that precipitated the collapse of overseas empires.

imperialism sovereignty and the making of international law: Critical Theory of Legal
Revolutions Hauke Brunkhorst, 2014-06-19 This unique work analyzes the crisis in modern society,
building on the ideas of the Frankfurt School thinkers. Emphasizing social evolution and learning
processes, it argues that crisis is mediated by social class conflicts and collective learning, the
results of which are embodied in constitutional and public law. First, the work outlines a new
categorical framework of critical theory in which it is conceived as a theory of crisis. It shows that
the Marxist focus on economy and on class struggle is too narrow to deal with the range of social
conflicts within modern society, and posits that a crisis of legitimization is at the core of all crises. It
then discusses the dialectic of revolutionary and evolutionary developmental processes of modern
society and its legal system. This volume in the Critical Theory and Contemporary Society by a




leading scholar in the field provides a new approach to critical theory that will appeal to anyone
studying political sociology, political theory, and law.
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