
imagination station science & history
museum
imagination station science & history museum is a dynamic educational attraction that
combines interactive science exhibits with rich historical displays. This unique museum offers
visitors of all ages a hands-on learning experience that stimulates curiosity and fosters a deeper
understanding of scientific principles and historical events. Located in a vibrant community, the
imagination station science & history museum serves as a hub for discovery, education, and family-
friendly entertainment. Through a variety of exhibits, workshops, and special programs, the museum
encourages exploration and critical thinking. In this article, the multifaceted aspects of the
imagination station science & history museum will be explored, including its engaging exhibits,
educational initiatives, visitor information, and its role in community enrichment. The following
sections provide a detailed overview of what makes this museum a must-visit destination for science
and history enthusiasts alike.
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Overview of Imagination Station Science & History
Museum
The imagination station science & history museum is designed to bridge the gap between scientific
knowledge and historical context through interactive exhibits and engaging storytelling. The
museum’s mission centers on providing an accessible learning environment where visitors can
actively participate in the discovery process. By integrating science and history, the museum offers a
comprehensive approach to education that highlights the connections between technological
advancements and their impact on society over time. This institution is staffed by knowledgeable
professionals committed to curating exhibits that are both informative and entertaining. The
museum’s location is easily accessible and strategically placed to attract families, school groups, and
tourists interested in educational travel experiences.

History and Development
The imagination station science & history museum was established with the goal of creating a
community resource that inspires lifelong learning. Since its inception, the museum has expanded its



collection and programming to accommodate a growing audience. Its development has been marked
by collaborations with educational institutions, local historians, and science experts. Over the years,
the museum has adapted to incorporate modern technology and contemporary educational theories,
ensuring that exhibits remain relevant and engaging. The evolution of the museum reflects a
commitment to innovation and public service.

Museum Mission and Vision
The core mission of the imagination station science & history museum is to foster curiosity,
creativity, and critical thinking through science and history education. The vision is to become a
leading regional center that inspires individuals to explore the natural world and appreciate
historical heritage through immersive learning experiences. The museum emphasizes inclusivity,
accessibility, and community involvement, striving to serve diverse populations with programming
that meets various educational needs and interests.

Exhibits and Attractions
The imagination station science & history museum features a broad range of exhibits that cater to
different age groups and interests. These attractions are designed to provide interactive and
multisensory experiences that engage visitors actively rather than passively observing. The
museum’s exhibits are categorized into science, history, and combined interdisciplinary displays that
demonstrate how scientific discoveries have shaped historical events.

Science Exhibits
The science section of the museum offers hands-on experiments and demonstrations covering topics
such as physics, biology, chemistry, and earth sciences. Visitors can explore interactive stations that
explain fundamental scientific concepts like magnetism, electricity, and the properties of matter.
These exhibits often include real-world applications to enhance understanding and relevance. A
popular feature is the live science lab, where museum educators conduct experiments that visitors
can observe and even participate in.

History Exhibits
The history exhibits at the imagination station science & history museum present artifacts,
documents, and multimedia presentations that provide insight into local, national, and global history.
Themes include indigenous cultures, industrial revolutions, and significant historical milestones. The
museum employs dioramas and immersive environments to recreate historical settings, offering
visitors a tangible connection to the past. Additionally, rotating exhibits ensure fresh content and
opportunities for repeat visits.

Featured Attractions
Among the featured attractions are the “Innovators’ Hall,” which showcases inventors and scientific



breakthroughs throughout history, and the “Time Travelers’ Gallery,” which presents chronological
historical narratives through interactive storytelling. The museum also hosts a planetarium and a
discovery garden, enhancing the educational experience with astronomy and environmental science
components.

Interactive science experiment stations

Historical artifact collections

Live demonstrations and science labs

Immersive historical dioramas

Planetarium shows and environmental exhibits

Educational Programs and Workshops
The imagination station science & history museum is committed to providing comprehensive
educational programs tailored for various age groups and learning styles. These programs are
designed to complement school curricula and encourage experiential learning. Workshops, summer
camps, and after-school activities offer in-depth exploration of scientific concepts and historical
themes.

School Group Programs
School groups benefit from guided tours and curriculum-aligned workshops that meet state
educational standards. The museum offers specialized sessions in STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics) as well as social studies and history. These programs are facilitated
by trained educators who use interactive teaching methods to enhance student engagement and
retention.

Family and Community Workshops
Families can participate in weekend workshops that promote collaborative learning and creativity.
Topics range from simple science experiments to historical crafts and storytelling. These sessions
are designed to be inclusive and accessible, encouraging family bonding through educational
activities.

Special Lectures and Guest Speakers
The museum regularly hosts lectures and presentations by scientists, historians, and educators.
These events provide deeper insights into specific subjects and current research, fostering a culture
of continuous learning within the community. Attendees have opportunities to engage with experts



through Q&A sessions and discussions.

Visitor Information and Amenities
Planning a visit to the imagination station science & history museum is straightforward, with a
variety of amenities designed to enhance the visitor experience. The museum provides accessible
facilities, comfortable seating areas, and on-site dining options. Clear signage and informative
guides help visitors navigate the exhibits efficiently.

Hours and Admission
The museum operates throughout the week with extended hours on weekends to accommodate
different visitor schedules. Admission fees are reasonable, with discounts available for students,
seniors, and groups. Membership packages offer additional benefits such as unlimited visits and
exclusive event invitations.

Accessibility and Visitor Services
The imagination station science & history museum is committed to accessibility, offering wheelchair
access, sensory-friendly spaces, and assistive listening devices. Visitor services include coat checks,
lockers, and a gift shop featuring educational toys and memorabilia. Staff members are trained to
provide assistance and ensure a welcoming environment for all guests.

Location and Transportation
The museum is conveniently located near major transit routes and offers ample parking facilities.
Public transportation options and bike racks encourage eco-friendly travel. Detailed directions and
visitor tips are available through the museum’s informational materials.

Community Engagement and Events
The imagination station science & history museum plays an active role in community engagement by
hosting events and collaborating with local organizations. These initiatives are designed to promote
education, cultural awareness, and social interaction among diverse populations.

Annual Events and Celebrations
The museum organizes annual science fairs, historical reenactments, and themed festivals that
attract wide audiences. These events often include hands-on activities, guest performances, and
interactive exhibits that highlight specific scientific or historical topics. Participation from local
schools and community groups enhances the inclusivity and reach of these celebrations.



Partnerships and Collaborations
Collaborations with educational institutions, cultural organizations, and government agencies
expand the museum’s impact and resources. Joint projects focus on curriculum development,
research, and public outreach. These partnerships also facilitate access to funding and expertise,
enabling the museum to continuously improve its offerings.

Volunteer and Internship Opportunities
The museum offers volunteer programs and internships for students and community members
interested in gaining experience in museum operations, education, and event planning. These
opportunities provide valuable skills and contribute to the museum’s mission by supporting its day-
to-day functions and special projects.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Imagination Station Science & History Museum?
The Imagination Station Science & History Museum is an interactive museum that combines science
exhibits and historical artifacts to provide an educational experience for visitors of all ages.

Where is the Imagination Station Science & History Museum
located?
The Imagination Station Science & History Museum is located in Fort Wayne, Indiana.

What types of exhibits can visitors expect at the Imagination
Station Science & History Museum?
Visitors can explore hands-on science exhibits, historical displays, educational programs, and special
events focused on local history and STEM topics.

Is the Imagination Station Science & History Museum suitable
for children?
Yes, the museum is designed to be family-friendly with interactive exhibits and activities that engage
children and encourage learning through play.

Are there any special events or programs at the Imagination
Station Science & History Museum?
The museum frequently hosts special events, workshops, and educational programs such as science
demonstrations, history talks, and seasonal activities.



What are the opening hours of the Imagination Station
Science & History Museum?
The museum's opening hours vary, but it is typically open Tuesday through Saturday from mid-
morning to late afternoon. It is recommended to check their official website for the most current
hours.

Does the Imagination Station Science & History Museum offer
group tours or school field trips?
Yes, the museum offers guided group tours and educational field trip programs tailored for school
groups and other organizations.

Is there an admission fee to visit the Imagination Station
Science & History Museum?
Admission fees vary depending on age and group size, with discounts for children, seniors, and
members. Some special events may have additional costs.

How does the Imagination Station Science & History Museum
support STEM education?
The museum supports STEM education by providing interactive science exhibits, hands-on
experiments, and educational workshops that promote curiosity and learning in science, technology,
engineering, and math.

Can visitors participate in any hands-on activities at the
Imagination Station Science & History Museum?
Yes, the museum features numerous hands-on activities and interactive exhibits that allow visitors to
engage directly with scientific concepts and historical artifacts.

Additional Resources
1. The Imagination Station Adventures: Journey Through Time
This book takes young readers on an exciting voyage through history using the Imagination Station,
a magical time-traveling device. Each chapter explores a different era, blending scientific facts with
historical events to spark curiosity and learning. It's perfect for children who love adventure,
science, and history all rolled into one thrilling story.

2. Discovering Science at the History Museum
Explore the wonders of science through the fascinating exhibits found in a history museum. This
book highlights how scientific discoveries have shaped human history and culture over centuries.
Readers will learn about artifacts, fossils, and inventions while understanding their impact on our
world today.



3. Time-Traveling Scientists: Adventures in the Imagination Station
Follow a group of young scientists as they use the Imagination Station to travel to pivotal moments
in scientific history. From the discovery of electricity to the invention of the telescope, this story
illustrates how scientific breakthroughs have changed the course of human history. It's an inspiring
read for aspiring young scientists and historians alike.

4. Imagination Station Science Mysteries
Dive into a series of thrilling science mysteries solved with the help of the Imagination Station. Each
mystery combines elements of history and science, encouraging readers to use critical thinking and
problem-solving skills. The book makes learning science concepts exciting and accessible for
children.

5. History Comes Alive: Exploring the Museum with the Imagination Station
This book invites readers to explore a history museum through the eyes of young adventurers using
the Imagination Station. They experience historical events firsthand and discover how science and
technology have evolved over time. The narrative emphasizes the importance of museums in
preserving and teaching history.

6. Science Explorers at the Imagination Station
Young explorers use the Imagination Station to uncover scientific principles behind everyday
phenomena. From gravity to magnetism, the book presents science topics in a fun and engaging
way, linked with historical inventions and discoveries. It encourages curiosity and a love for both
science and history.

7. The Magic of Museums: Imagination Station Stories
This collection of short stories centers around the magical experiences of children visiting different
museums with the help of the Imagination Station. Each story highlights a unique scientific or
historical exhibit, blending fantasy with educational content. It's a captivating read that promotes
museum visits and lifelong learning.

8. Imagination Station: Exploring Ancient Civilizations
Travel back to ancient civilizations like Egypt, Greece, and Mesopotamia using the Imagination
Station. The book combines historical facts with scientific insights about these cultures'
technologies, architecture, and daily life. It offers readers a multidimensional understanding of
history through the lens of science.

9. From Fossils to Rockets: Science and History at the Museum
This book traces humanity's journey from prehistoric times to the space age, highlighting key
scientific milestones showcased in museums. It connects fossil discoveries with the evolution of
technology, illustrating how history and science are intertwined. Ideal for readers interested in both
natural history and modern science innovations.
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  imagination station science history museum: Resources for Teaching Elementary
School Science National Science Resources Center of the National Academy of Sciences and the
Smithsonian Institution, 1996-04-11 What activities might a teacher use to help children explore the
life cycle of butterflies? What does a science teacher need to conduct a leaf safari for students?
Where can children safely enjoy hands-on experience with life in an estuary? Selecting resources to
teach elementary school science can be confusing and difficult, but few decisions have greater
impact on the effectiveness of science teaching. Educators will find a wealth of information and
expert guidance to meet this need in Resources for Teaching Elementary School Science. A
completely revised edition of the best-selling resource guide Science for Children: Resources for
Teachers, this new book is an annotated guide to hands-on, inquiry-centered curriculum materials
and sources of help in teaching science from kindergarten through sixth grade. (Companion volumes
for middle and high school are planned.) The guide annotates about 350 curriculum packages,
describing the activities involved and what students learn. Each annotation lists recommended grade
levels, accompanying materials and kits or suggested equipment, and ordering information. These
400 entries were reviewed by both educators and scientists to ensure that they are accurate and
current and offer students the opportunity to: Ask questions and find their own answers. Experiment
productively. Develop patience, persistence, and confidence in their own ability to solve real
problems. The entries in the curriculum section are grouped by scientific area--Life Science, Earth
Science, Physical Science, and Multidisciplinary and Applied Science--and by type--core materials,
supplementary materials, and science activity books. Additionally, a section of references for
teachers provides annotated listings of books about science and teaching, directories and guides to
science trade books, and magazines that will help teachers enhance their students' science
education. Resources for Teaching Elementary School Science also lists by region and state about
600 science centers, museums, and zoos where teachers can take students for interactive science
experiences. Annotations highlight almost 300 facilities that make significant efforts to help
teachers. Another section describes more than 100 organizations from which teachers can obtain
more resources. And a section on publishers and suppliers give names and addresses of sources for
materials. The guide will be invaluable to teachers, principals, administrators, teacher trainers,
science curriculum specialists, and advocates of hands-on science teaching, and it will be of interest
to parent-teacher organizations and parents.
  imagination station science history museum: Resources for Teaching Middle School
Science Smithsonian Institution, National Academy of Engineering, National Science Resources
Center of the National Academy of Sciences, Institute of Medicine, 1998-03-30 With age-appropriate,
inquiry-centered curriculum materials and sound teaching practices, middle school science can
capture the interest and energy of adolescent students and expand their understanding of the world
around them. Resources for Teaching Middle School Science, developed by the National Science
Resources Center (NSRC), is a valuable tool for identifying and selecting effective science
curriculum materials that will engage students in grades 6 through 8. The volume describes more
than 400 curriculum titles that are aligned with the National Science Education Standards. This
completely new guide follows on the success of Resources for Teaching Elementary School Science,
the first in the NSRC series of annotated guides to hands-on, inquiry-centered curriculum materials
and other resources for science teachers. The curriculum materials in the new guide are grouped in
five chapters by scientific areaâ€Physical Science, Life Science, Environmental Science, Earth and
Space Science, and Multidisciplinary and Applied Science. They are also grouped by typeâ€core
materials, supplementary units, and science activity books. Each annotation of curriculum material
includes a recommended grade level, a description of the activities involved and of what students
can be expected to learn, a list of accompanying materials, a reading level, and ordering
information. The curriculum materials included in this book were selected by panels of teachers and
scientists using evaluation criteria developed for the guide. The criteria reflect and incorporate goals
and principles of the National Science Education Standards. The annotations designate the specific



content standards on which these curriculum pieces focus. In addition to the curriculum chapters,
the guide contains six chapters of diverse resources that are directly relevant to middle school
science. Among these is a chapter on educational software and multimedia programs, chapters on
books about science and teaching, directories and guides to science trade books, and periodicals for
teachers and students. Another section features institutional resources. One chapter lists about 600
science centers, museums, and zoos where teachers can take middle school students for interactive
science experiences. Another chapter describes nearly 140 professional associations and U.S.
government agencies that offer resources and assistance. Authoritative, extensive, and thoroughly
indexedâ€and the only guide of its kindâ€Resources for Teaching Middle School Science will be the
most used book on the shelf for science teachers, school administrators, teacher trainers, science
curriculum specialists, advocates of hands-on science teaching, and concerned parents.
  imagination station science history museum: Fun with the Family North Carolina James
L. Hoffman, 2012-03-06 Written by a parent for parents, this opinionated, personal, and easy-to-use
guide has hundreds of ideas to keep the kids entertained for an hour, a day, or a weekend! Fun with
the Family North Carolina leads the way to amusement parks, historical attractions, children’s
museums, wildlife habitats, festivals, parks, and much more. The whole family will enjoy… Riding the
rails and taking in the sights aboard a steam locomotive on the Great Smoky Mountain Railway
Getting wet on Sliding Rock, a 150-foot natural waterslide, and exploring the waterfalls at Pisgah
National Forest Celebrating the holiday spirit in McAdenville, better known as Christmastown USA,
where every December the small community shines bright with more than 350,000 Christmas lights
Traveling the world and getting wild at the many exhibits at the North Carolina Zoo, one of the
largest walk-through zoos on the planet
  imagination station science history museum: Learning to Serve Maureen E. Kenny, Lou
Anna K. Simon, Karen Kiley-Brabeck, Richard M. Lerner, 2012-12-06 Service learning, as defined by
the editors, is the generation of knowledge that is of benefit to the community as a whole. This
seventh volume in the Outreach Scholarship book series contributes a unique discussion of how
service learning functions as a critical cornerstone of outreach scholarship. The sections and
chapters of this book marshal evidence in support of the idea that undergraduate service learning,
infused throughout the curriculum and coupled with outreach scholarship, is an integral means
through which higher education can engage people and institutions of the communities of this nation
in a manner that perpetuate civil society. The editors, through this series of models of service
learning, make a powerful argument for the necessity of engaged institutions.
  imagination station science history museum: The Everything STEM Handbook Rihab
Sawah, Anthony Clark, 2015-08-09 A guide for parents hoping to teach their kids the basics of STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)--
  imagination station science history museum: An Integrated Play-based Curriculum for
Young Children Olivia N. Saracho, 2013-03 Play provides young children with the opportunity to
express their ideas, symbolize, and test their knowledge of the world. It provides the basis for
inquiry in literacy, science, social studies, mathematics, art, music, and movement. Through play,
young children become active learners engaged in explorations about themselves, their community,
and their personal-social world. An Integrated Play-Based Curriculum for Young Children offers the
theoretical framework for understanding the origins of an early childhood play-based curriculum and
how young children learn and understand concepts in a social and physical environment.
Distinguished author Olivia N. Saracho then explores how play fits into various curriculum areas in
order to help teachers develop their early childhood curriculum using developmentally and culturally
appropriate practice. Through this integrated approach, young children are able to actively engage
in meaningful and functional experiences in their natural context. Special Features Include:
Vignettes of children’s conversations and actions in the classroom Suggestions for activities and
classroom materials Practical examples and guidelines End-of-chapter summaries to enhance and
extend the reader’s understanding of young children By presenting appropriate theoretical practices
for designing and implementing a play-based curriculum, An Integrated Play-Based Curriculum for



Young Children offers pre-service teachers the foundational knowledge about the field, about the
work that practitioners do with young children, and how to best assume a teacher’s role effectively.
  imagination station science history museum: Museums in Motion Juilee Decker,
2024-08-06 This book explores the histories and functions of museums while also looking at the
current standing of museums and their ongoing efforts toward relevance, resiliency, and
future-proofing. Section I examines the beginnings of museums with chapters dedicated to art and
design museums; natural history and anthropological museums; science museums; museums focused
history and the past; and gardens, zoos, and children’s museums. Emphasis is on museums in the
United States, with some historical framing beyond the U.S. Section II explores the primary
functions of museums, including conservation, exhibition, interpretation, engagement, and service.
Section III examines museums from within by exploring critical issues and contemporary movements
facing museums and our society: transparency and openness, labor and equity, belonging and
coalition-building, risk-taking and risk aversion, and sustainability and empathy. Advocating for
change rather than “death to museums,” Museums in Motion demonstrates the very premise that
museums have been in motion all along, as they have shifted from their rather simple form of a
treasury, storehouse, and tomb to something much more complex by deeply considering where
museums have come from, where they are today, and where they are going. Entirely new to this
edition, Section III (Museum Aspirations) features five new chapters, each centered around topics,
rather than a museum type or museum function. Each topic is meant to be a micro-narrative and
springboard for a conversation about museums today and their sustainability in the future. The
chapters examine museums from the inside (museum workers and their voices, especially, as well as
power held by people and institutions) and DEIA without using those individual words as chapter
headings. On their own, or in conjunction with the chapters in the previous sections of this book,
these chapters serve as vignettes that can help readers to understand where, how, and why we need
to apply critical lenses to institutions and articulate how doing so helps us to understand this
historical moment and, ultimately how we can realize resiliency and sustainability for museums and
those who make their existence possible.
  imagination station science history museum: Ohio Day Trips Cathy Seckman, 2025-04-15
Explore Ohio with this all-in-one guidebook, packed with more than 200 of Ohio’s best destinations
organized by theme. If you’ve ever asked, “What should we do today?” then grab a copy of Ohio Day
Trips. You’ll discover hundreds of unique attractions around the Buckeye State, including the fun,
the fascinating, and the downright unusual. This comprehensive guide by Cathy Seckman is
jam-packed with Ohio’s top spots for fun and entertainment. Take a simple day trip, or string
together a longer vacation of activities that appeal to you. Useful for singles, couples, and
families—visitors and residents alike—this guide encompasses a wide range of interests. You’ll find
state parks, museums, and beaches; the best winter activities in the state; and family fun at
amusement parks and zoos. So find an adventure that feels handpicked for you. With Ohio Day Trips
at your fingertips, you’ll always have something to do! Features you’ll appreciate: Sections divided
by theme for easy reference—decide what to do, then figure out where to do it Destinations based on
such themes as Airplanes & Railroads, Festivals, Outdoor Adventures, and Sports Tips for other
things to do in the area Handy size that’s perfect for traveling
  imagination station science history museum: Science & Technology Almanac , 2002
  imagination station science history museum: Science in the Metropolis Mitchell G. Ash,
2020-10-26 This book presents new research on spaces for science and processes of interurban and
transnational knowledge transfer and exchange in the imperial metropolis of Vienna in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Chapters discuss Habsburg science policy, metropolitan
natural history museums, large technical projects including the Ringstrasse and water pipelines
from the Alps, urban geology, geography, public reports on polar exploration, exchanges of
ethnographic objects, popular scientific societies and scientifically oriented adult education. The
infrastructures and knowledge spaces described here were preconditions for the explosion of
creativity known as 'Vienna 1900.'



  imagination station science history museum: Museum Making Suzanne Macleod, Laura
Hourston Hanks, Jonathan Hale, 2012-03-15 Over recent decades, many museums, galleries and
historic sites around the world have enjoyed an unprecedented level of large-scale investment in
their capital infrastructure, in building refurbishments and new gallery displays. This period has also
seen the creation of countless new purpose-built museums and galleries, suggesting a fundamental
re-evaluation of the processes of designing and shaping of museums. Museum Making: Narratives,
Architectures, Exhibitions examines this re-making by exploring the inherently spatial character of
narrative in the museum and its potential to connect on the deepest levels with human perception
and imagination. Through this uniting theme, the chapters explore the power of narratives as
structured experiences unfolding in space and time as well as the use of theatre, film and other
technologies of storytelling by contemporary museum makers to generate meaningful and, it is
argued here, highly effective and affective museum spaces. Contributions by an internationally
diverse group of museum and heritage professionals, exhibition designers, architects and artists
with academics from a range of disciplines including museum studies, theatre studies, architecture,
design and history cut across traditional boundaries including the historical and the contemporary
and together explore the various roles and functions of narrative as a mechanism for the creation of
engaging and meaningful interpretive environments.
  imagination station science history museum: Aviso , 1999
  imagination station science history museum: Collections & Events , 1998
  imagination station science history museum: Fun with the Family Colorado Doris
Kennedy, 2010-05-25 Geared towards parents with children between the ages of two and twelve,
Fun with the Family Colorado features interesting facts and sidebars as well as practical tips about
traveling with your little ones.
  imagination station science history museum: Explorer's Guide Arkansas Jana Wood,
2019-04-02 A complete update to the one and only true guide to Arkansas In this, the second edition
to the only comprehensive travel guide to Arkansas, Jana Wood covers all the attractions well-
known and little- known in “the Natural State.” A land rich in history and nature, Arkansas is home
to the only public diamond mine in the world, the first federally protected river, and the first
national park. From the Ozarks to the Mississippi Delta, this book offers complete coverage of towns
large and small, along with a wealth of information on local history and the state’s 52 state parks. As
with all Explorer’s Guides, readers will also find helpful maps, food and lodging recommendations,
contact information, hours, pricing, and beautiful color photography throughout. Regions include: •
The Mississippi Alluvial Plain • The Arkansas River Valley • The Ozark Mountains
  imagination station science history museum: A Companion to the History of American
Science Georgina M. Montgomery, Mark A. Largent, 2019-09-23 A Companion to the History of
American Science offers a collection of essays that give an authoritative overview of the most recent
scholarship on the history of American science. Covers topics including astronomy, agriculture,
chemistry, eugenics, Big Science, military technology, and more Features contributions by the most
accomplished scholars in the field of science history Covers pivotal events in U.S. history that
shaped the development of science and science policy such as WWII, the Cold War, and the Women’s
Rights movement
  imagination station science history museum: Engaging Smithsonian Objects through
Science, History, and the Arts Mary Jo Arnoldi, 2016-01-05 How do we come to know the world
around us? What about worlds apart from our own—outer space, distant cultures, or even long-past
eras of history? Engaging Smithsonian Objects through Science, History, and the Arts explores these
questions and suggests an answer: we come to know our world and worlds apart through the objects
that represent them. Objects are a window, and by looking through them we can learn and
understand more about the people who made them and the time and place they came from. In the
pursuit of this understanding museums are invaluable; they are repositories not just of things but
also of past, present, and future knowledge. Engaging Smithsonian Objects puts these ideas into
practice, using objects to bring us to new knowledge and showing how museums support us in the



endeavor. The book is organized around ten objects from the Smithsonian’s vast collections. Some of
the objects are iconic—the Ruby Slippers from the The Wizard of Oz or three Stradivarius string
instruments—while others are more ordinary, though no less interesting—an Iron Lung or a
Hawaiian gourd drum. Two different authors with expertise in different academic disciplines write
about each object from their unique professional and personal perspective. Both the authors and the
ten featured objects represent a range of academic disciplines, from art to anthropology to geology.
Taken together, the twenty essays in the book demonstrate just how much we can learn from objects
by considering their kaleidoscopic meaning and significance from a variety of viewpoints. The book’s
interdisciplinary engagement with objects was inspired by the Smithsonian Material Culture Forum,
now in its twenty-sixth year. For students of material culture and museum studies, this book
illustrates the vitality and value of exploring material culture through the lens of intersecting
disciplinary perspectives. For students of curiosity and lifelong learning, this book offers a lively and
thoughtful look into the Smithsonian’s collection and the many vibrant worlds it represents. Richly
illustrated with color plates and photographs throughout, Engaging Smithsonian Objects through
Science, History, and the Arts is a beautiful and stimulating answer to the question, “How do we
know our world, and how can we know more?”
  imagination station science history museum: Blueprints , 2001
  imagination station science history museum: Our State , 1998
  imagination station science history museum: ,
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